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Chairman RYAN said, ‘‘I want to talk
to you about QE2’—quantitative eas-
ing 2—and what it is doing to the
American economy.

Chairman Bernanke’s response was
this, Mr. Speaker. He said:

What we are doing here is a temporary
measure which will be reversed, so that at
the end of this process, the money supply
will be normalized, the amount of the Fed’s
balance sheet will be normalized, and there
will be no permanent increase, either in
money outstanding, in the Fed’s balance
sheet, or in inflation.

That was February 2011. I point to
February 2011 on my chart here, Mr.
Speaker, where the Federal Reserve
chairman said that the balance sheet
would begin to normalize.

What I want you to observe in the in-
tervening months between February
2011, when normalization was discussed
and projected, we have actually seen
the balance sheet increase almost 100
percent. Today, we are met with the
news that a return to a normalized bal-
ance sheet may be delayed even fur-
ther.

Mr. Speaker, these are decisions on
which no Member of this Chamber
votes. These are decisions on which no
member of America’s board of direc-
tors—being the American voters—have
a voice, and this is a decision that will
either rescue or destroy the economic
future of this country.

It needs to be discussed more often,
Mr. Speaker. I intend to bring these
issues to the floor on a regular basis.
No harm will come from shining the
bright light of transparency on these
Federal Reserve decisions. No harm
will come from incorporating 330 mil-
lion Americans into this debate about
America’s economic security.

——————

ALL-OF-THE-ABOVE ENERGY
POLICY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, we live
in a country that is truly blessed with
an abundant array of energy resources,
yet despite major advances in tech-
nology in recent years that are allow-
ing us to access even more of these en-
ergy resources, our country is sadly
failing to take advantage of these op-
portunities and is imposing higher
costs on all Americans.

My constituents and people across
the country continue to struggle to
keep up with high energy prices. With
an average price of nearly $4 for a gal-
lon of gas in Michigan, middle class
families in my district can’t under-
stand why the Federal Government
can’t get serious about developing an
all-of-the-above energy policy.

For the past few years, House Repub-
licans have been pursuing an all-of-the-
above energy strategy. We understand
that developing our resources at home
won’t only lower energy costs, but it
will grow good paying American jobs
and ease the squeeze on the middle
class.
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The House has taken action to imme-
diately ease that pain. In February, we
passed H.R. 3826, the Electricity Secu-
rity and Affordability Act, to put a
check on the President’s and the EPA’s
misuse of the Clean Air Act in pursuit
of cap-and-trade.

In March, we passed H.R. 2824, the
Preventing Government Waste and
Protecting Coal Mining Jobs in Amer-
ica Act, which would protect coal min-
ing from unnecessary, harmful, and
useless Federal regulation. We need the
resources, and our people need these
jobs.

The House will continue standing up
for the American people and against
the President’s plans to increase util-
ity costs. This week, I proudly cospon-
sored H.R. 3301, the North American
Energy Infrastructure Act, a bill intro-
duced by Chairman UPTON of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, that
will remove redtape that interferes
with our ability to build the necessary
infrastructure to move North Amer-
ican energy where it is needed most.

I expect the House will soon consider
H.R. 3301 and a number of other bills
that will lessen the squeeze of high en-
ergy prices, while protecting and cre-
ating new energy jobs that will grow a
healthy economy and form a frame-
work for all of our middle class and a
real all-of-the-above energy plan.

——————

HELPING FAMILIES IN MENTAL
HEALTH CRISIS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, last week, a gunman with a
history of mental illness killed one and
wounded two others at a Seattle uni-
versity.

Just before Memorial Day, a young
man known by his family and thera-
pists to be mentally ill killed six peo-
ple and himself in another awful epi-
sode of mass violence.

Before there was Elliot Rodger, there
was Adam Lanza in Newtown; Jared
Loughner in Tucson; James Holmes in
Aurora, Colorado; and Aaron Alexis at
the Washington Navy Yard.

There was Gus Deeds, another young
man who was in a mental health crisis,
but was denied extended inpatient care
at a hospital before he killed himself
and stabbed his father, a Virginia State
senator.

All had untreated or undertreated se-
rious mental illness. All spiraled out of
control within a system that lacked
the basic mechanisms to help. Many
had parents who were pleading for
more help.

How many more must die before we
finally deal with our broken mental
health system?

Violence amongst persons with men-
tal illness is extraordinarily rare and is
far more likely to be self-directed. Last
year, there was 40,000 suicide deaths
and almost 1 million attempts.
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The mentally ill are more likely to
be the victims of violence, robberies,
beatings, rape, and other crimes. The
mentally ill are also 10 times more
likely to be in jail than a hospital.
That is because the seriously mentally
ill often encounter law enforcement
after refusing medical care.

What makes these painful episodes so
confounding is the reality that so
many tragedies involving a person with
mental illness is entirely preventable.
For example, in 34 States, Elliot Rod-
ger’s family would have been able to
ask a court to order an emergency psy-
chiatric evaluation, but in California
the law says they cannot.

The families know when their loved
one is in a mental health crisis and
their condition is gravely deterio-
rating; but as our yearlong investiga-
tion performed at the Energy and Com-
merce Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations revealed, families are
shut out from being part of the care de-
livery system.

As revealed in our subcommittee re-
view, for far too long, policymakers
have been in denial about brain disease
and serious mental illness as well as
the need to address these medical
issues in the policy arena. We pretend
like it doesn’t exist and, therefore,
don’t have policies in place to help
families and patients in mental health
crisis.

Congress has been more comfortable
in the behavioral wellness realm than
in confronting the difficult and painful
reality that persons with schizo-
phrenia, bipolar disorder, and major
clinical depression are more likely to
end up homeless, in prison, or dead by
suicide than in a meaningful health
care treatment setting because of our
failure to make courageous, sub-
stantive legislative changes.

We pretend that all the seriously
mentally ill are fully aware of their
symptoms and welcome treatment. The
fact is many don’t. Forty percent of
persons with schizophrenia and bipolar
disorder do not even recognize their de-
lusions and hallucinations aren’t real.
They refuse treatment and don’t get
better.

They have a right to get better, and
don’t they have a right to get treat-
ment?

Our investigation paved the way for
the Helping Families in Mental Health
Crisis Act. With nearly 90 cosponsors,
my bipartisan measure fixes the short-
age of psychiatric hospital beds, clari-
fies HIPAA privacy laws so families are
part of the frontline care, and helps pa-
tients get treatment well before their
illness spirals into crisis. The bill has
been endorsed by nearly a dozen publi-
cations, including The Washington
Post, Seattle Times, San Francisco
Chronicle, Wall Street Journal, and
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

Each day, I hear from families in cri-
sis from across the country who are
counting on our efforts to bring posi-
tive changes to the mental health sys-
tem. We cannot let these families
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down. Lives are depending on it. We
cannot wish this away, and denial is
not a treatment.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
this effort by cosponsoring H.R. 3717,
the Helping Families in Mental Health
Crisis Act. Please help, because where
there is no help, there is no hope.

————
TAKE ACTION AND VOTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the House of Rep-
resentatives stood in solidarity and si-
lence as we once again rose to acknowl-
edge another death, another shooting,
another loss of life again at one of our
schools. We rose out of respect for the
victims and their families, as we have
done repeatedly.

On average, there has been a shoot-
ing in a school a week. The American
people are outraged. They no longer
want Congress’ silence. They want to
hear Congress’ voice.

In America, the most important
thing that we can do is vote; the most
patriotic thing that we can do is vote.
But in this Chamber, we have yet to
take up simple legislation on back-
ground checks.

Now, let me be very specific about
that.

PAT TOOMEY, JOE MANCHIN, two of
the most conservative Senators in the
United States Congress, put together a
very narrowly constructed compromise
that called for universal background
checks to keep guns out of the hands of
criminals and the mentally ill.

This is not complicated. It is sup-
ported by 92 percent of the American
people and 76 percent of the NRA. JOHN
BOEHNER, ERIC CANTOR, KEVIN MCCAR-
THY, CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS are
honorable people. They know what the
right thing to do is. And the right
thing here, whatever side you come
down on this issue, is to give the people
in the people’s House a vote.

How many more times are we going
to hear the pleas from parents who are
crying out for Congress to take action?
In a body where many people pride
themselves on the right to life, why
will we not rise to do everything to
protect our schoolchildren?

When I was growing up, we used to
have drills because we were fearful of
nuclear annihilation by Russia. Today
our schools go through routine
lockdown drills for fear of our own citi-
zZens.

Congress has got to act or Congress,
as I have said before on this floor, is
duplicitous in every single tragedy
that takes place, duplicitous because of
its inaction. It is the morally right
thing to do to cast a vote.

However you feel on this issue, and
there are strong feelings about it, but
the American people, and clearly the
families of these victims, need to know
that minimally their democracy was
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willing not to stand in silence and in

remorse, as important as that was and

is, but to take action and vote.
———

U.S.-SERBIA ALLIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. PoE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, since
our founding, Americans have always
had to fight for the liberty and freedom
that we have. Throughout our history,
we have had allies from other parts of
the world on our side ready to help us,
and we have been ready to help them
stand together for freedom over tyr-
anny.

Today, I want to commemorate one
of our most important allies: the peo-
ple of Serbia. For more than 130 years,
we have had a close relationship with
the Serbian people.

I have on my staff here in Wash-
ington a Serbian American, Blair
Bjellos, who is my victim’s advocate.
When I was in Texas as a judge, my
chief of staff, Elaine Dudich Stolte,
who now runs the best children’s as-
sessment center in the world, worked
for me. Both are of Serbian descent.

Our friendship with the Serbians is
based on our shared belief in democ-
racy and standing up for liberty. Dur-
ing both World War I and World War II,
our two countries fought on the same
battlefield and our people shared and
shed blood together. Because of that
brotherhood, we have a special rela-
tionship.

During World War I, Austria-Hun-
gary tried to pick a fight with Serbia,
through the July Ultimatum. Of
course, the Ultimatum wasn’t a deal at
all, and it was purposely unacceptable
and meant to provoke a war with the
two nations. Despite being 10 times
smaller than Austria-Hungary, Serbia,
an independent, freedom-loving nation,
refused to back down to the aggressor.
Like a true David versus Goliath, the
Serbian people fought valiantly with us
against the central powers in World
War I. In the end, 25 percent of the Ser-
bian population was Kkilled during that
war.

Despite the toll World War I took on
Serbia, when World War II started,
they were allies again. There are nu-
merous accounts of bravery that the
Serbs conducted during World War II,
and a lot of that was not known to the
world until recently. I just want to
talk about one of those.

Perhaps the most inspiring report of
bravery and brotherhood was shown
during the Halyard Mission, when Ser-
bian General Draza Mihailovich and
Serbian American George Vujnovich
led a mission to save American pilots
that had been shot down by Nazi planes
behind the lines in Serbia.

In 1944, hundreds of B-17 and B-24
fighter pilots and their crews were shot
down by the Nazi Luftwaffe over what
we now Kknow as Serbia. General
Mihailovich immediately began finding
those pilots and members of the crew
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and hid them in barns and farmhouses
throughout Serbia, wherever he could
find them shelter. He and his men and
local Serbian civilians hid our troops.
They risked their lives in doing so, and
many of them later paid the con-
sequences when the Nazis found out
about it.

When Mihailovich radioed Wash-
ington to alert them of his actions,
here in the United States, Vujnovich,
an OSS agent of Serbian descent, found
out and planned a daring rescue mis-
sion. Vujnovich would train Allied
Forces on how to act like Serbs and
sneak them into Nazi territory to save
the downed pilots and their crews.
Once in, they would help guide U.S.
planes into the country to pick up the
downed pilots.

With the help of local Serbs, the un-
dercover U.S. soldiers and General
Mihailovich built a makeshift runway
in just 9 days. They had no sophisti-
cated tools or machinery. They just
used oxen, wagons, brute strength, and
the tools that they could find. Over the
next 6 months, Allied planes flew right
under Nazi noses to land on that crude
airstrip.

I was most fortunate to have known
one of those brave men. Serbian George
Dudich was among those who risked
his life to save those American downed
pilots. When Mr. Dudich and his family
later came to the United States after
Communist Tito took over, he took
time to find many of those downed pi-
lots and crew members to meet with
them once again. In total, the Halyard
Mission saved 512 U.S. airmen. Not one
American was lost, although many
Serbs died in those rescues. Unfortu-
nately, the United States took the
wrong side after the war and we sup-
ported Tito, a communist, rather than
Mihailovich, to lead Serbia.

We did not recognize Mihailovich’s
deeds until recently, and now he has
been awarded the Legion of Merit; and
Vujnovich, at 95 years old, received a
Bronze Star from the United States.

Many Americans and many American
Serbs served together then, and I want
to congratulate the relationship and
commemorate the relationship be-
tween the United States and Serbia
during the wars and the relationship
the two countries have today.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 43
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

—
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.
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