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CONDEMNING THE MASS SHOOT-
ING IN ISLA VISTA, CALIFORNIA

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 608) condemning the
senseless rampage and mass shooting
that took place in Isla Vista, Cali-
fornia, on Friday, May 23, 2014, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 608

Whereas on May 23, 2014, a rampage and
mass shooting took place in Isla Vista, Cali-
fornia, a community adjacent to the Univer-
sity of California at Santa Barbara;

Whereas the people of the United States
mourn the 6 innocent lives lost in this sense-
less tragedy, George Chen, 19, Katherine
Breann Cooper, 22, Cheng ‘‘James’” Yuan
Hong, 20, Christopher Ross Michaels-Mar-
tinez, 20, Weihan ‘David” Wang, 20,
Veronika Weiss, 19, all of whom were stu-
dents at the University of California, Santa
Barbara;

Whereas the people of the United States
offer support to all the victims and their
families, and wish the 13 injured full and
speedy recoveries;

Whereas the brave response of law enforce-
ment officials and other first responders pre-
vented additional losses of life and further
injury; and

Whereas the people of the United States
call for a reduction of violence, deplore mass
shootings, and stand with the survivors:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the senseless rampage and
mass shooting that took place in Isla Vista,
California, on May 23, 2014;

(2) offers condolences to the entire Isla
Vista community and the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara community, as well as
their families;

(3) recognizes that the healing process will
be long and difficult for the Isla Vista and
Santa Barbara communities;

(4) encourages a productive and thoughtful
dialogue on all aspects of this senseless trag-
edy;

(5) honors the selfless, dedicated service of
the law enforcement officials and emergency
response personnel who responded to the at-
tack, preventing further loss of life and in-
jury, and who continue to investigate the at-
tack; and

(6) remains committed to working to help
prevent tragedies like this from happening
again.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. IsSSA) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SPEIER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
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Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

As many of us know, on May 23, 2014,
a mass shooting took place in Isla
Vista, California, a community adja-
cent to the University of California,
Santa Barbara campus.

The people of the United States will
continue to mourn the loss of six inno-
cent victims and students of the Uni-
versity of California, Santa Barbara.
Each of these students excelled in
school and were looking forward to
bright futures.

We will continue to remember the
victims: George Chen, 19; Katherine
Breann Cooper, 22; Cheng ‘‘James”
Yuan Hong, 20; Christopher Ross Mi-
chaels-Martinez, 20; Weihan ‘‘David”
Wang, 20; and Veronika Weiss, 19.

Americans everywhere continue to
extend their support and sympathy to
the victims, their families, and loved
ones, and we wish each of the 13 people
injured in the shooting a full and
speedy recovery.

I would also like to commend the law
enforcement officers and other first re-
sponders for their courage, bravery,
and dedication to service. Their efforts
helped to prevent further fatalities and
injuries, and we remain extremely
grateful to each of them.

I urge support of this measure, and 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H. Res. 608, intro-
duced by Congresswoman LOIS CAPPS,
which is a bipartisan resolution to
offer condolences to the Isla Vista and
University of California, Santa Barbara
communities, to mourn the victims
and offer support to their families.

It condemns the senseless rampage
and urges a dialogue on ‘‘the Nation’s
mental health care system, anger, fire-
arms laws, harmful attitudes towards
women.”’

The resolution honors law enforce-
ment and emergency personnel for
their response to the attack and con-
tinues the commitment of ‘“working to
help prevent tragedies like this from
happening again.”

The rampage and mass shooting that
left six UC Santa Barbara students
dead and 13 others injured in Isla Vista
on May 23 was perpetrated by a deeply
troubled man, with violent tendencies,
who planned for months to Kkill as
many as he could before the tragic day
unfolded.

Despite warnings from his parents to
police and a subsequent law enforce-
ment check a few weeks before the
murders, Elliot Rodger was able to
cleverly ward off police by passing off
the warnings as a ‘‘misunderstanding.”

Police said, later, that Rodger did
not meet the criteria for an involun-
tary hold. He legally purchased more
than 400 rounds of ammunition and
three semiautomatic pistols over the
course of months before his rampage.

In the months leading up to the
shooting, Elliot Rodger posted numer-
ous videos and comments on social
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media sites detailing his frustrations
with women and his hatred of them.

He made such comments as:

My orchestration of the day of retribution
is my attempt to do everything in my power
to destroy everything I cannot have. All of
those beautiful girls I've desired so much in
my life, but can never have because they de-
spise and loathe me, I will destroy.

He said he would also eliminate the
men who had better luck with women
than he did.

Rodger, distressingly, joins a long
list of mass killers that have haunted
this country in recent years at grim
scenes, including Sandy Hook, Virginia
Tech, Aurora, Tucson, a Walmart in
Las Vegas, and now in Oregon, just
minutes ago.

Rodger shares three common denomi-
nators with these other mass mur-
derers: easy access to guns, a history of
mental illness, and clear warning signs
that he wanted to carry out violent
acts. Together, the five lone killers left
a staggering 82 people dead and 114 oth-
ers injured and scarred.

The Sandy Hook killer had serious
mental health issues. The man who
shot Representative Gabby Giffords
had dropped out of school after his col-
lege required a mental health evalua-
tion.

The Virginia Tech killer had been in-
vestigated by the university for stalk-
ing and had been declared mentally ill
by a Virginia special justice. The Isla
Vista shooter also had a long history of
mental illness.

What it is going to take, colleagues?

Like many other mass shooters, he
showed clear signs that he was ex-
tremely dangerous and planned to kill,
but these five massacres are only a
fraction of the mass shootings Ameri-
cans have endured in a short span.

Between January 2009 and September
2013, there were 93 mass shootings—al-
most two per month—that occurred in
35 States, in a nearly 5-year period.

Is the problem too many guns? Is it
mental health? Is it guns in the wrong
hands?

The answer to all these questions is
yes. We know what needs to be done.
We may not agree on every solution to
reduce gun violence, but Americans,
outraged by our inability to get any-
thing done on this issue, are waiting
for us to come to our senses and to act.

The threshold for taking someone
against their will for psychiatric eval-
uation needs to be reviewed. Police
need better mental health training. It
must become easier to intervene when
there are risks.

The prevailing majority of individ-
uals with a mental health problem
aren’t violent, but we should have the
tools to respond to the smaller number
who show clear violent tendencies and
evidence that they are preparing to act
on it.

Richard Martinez, the father of slain
20-year-old Christopher Michaels-Mar-
tinez, tearfully pleaded for people to


bjneal
Text Box
 CORRECTION

June 11, 2014 Congressional Record
Correction To Page H5201
June 10, 2014, on page H5201, the following appeared: Whereas the people of the United States
call for a reduction and prevention of violent acts, deplore mass shootings and gun violence,
and stand with the survivors: Now, therefore, be it

The online version should be corrected to read: Whereas the people of the United States call for a reduction of violence, deplore mass shootings,  and stand with the survivors: Now, therefore, be it



June 10, 2014, on page H5201, the following appeared: (4) encourages a productive and thoughtful
dialogue on all aspects of this senseless tragedy including the Nation’s mental health care system, anger, firearms laws, and harmful
attitudes towards women;

The online version should be corrected to read: (4) encourages a productive and thoughtful
dialogue on all aspects of this senseless tragedy;


H5202

stop feeling sorry for him after the
massacre. His words ring in my ear all
the time:

I don’t care about your sympathy. I'm
going to ask every person I can find to send
a postcard to every politician they think of
with 3 words on it: not one more.

People are looking for something to do.
I'm asking people to stand up for something.
Enough is enough.

One more mass killing is too many,
and Congress is culpable for not taking
action. We say never again, but it
sounds like an empty promise because
we do nothing.

I thank Congresswoman CAPPS for of-
fering this thoughtful and important
resolution. We need to do so much
more, and her bringing this resolution
to our attention gives us the oppor-
tunity to draw together and, hopefully,
to come up with something to do.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, at this time,
I yield 5 minutes to the gentlelady
from California (Mrs. CAPPS), my col-
league and the author of the bill.

Mrs. CAPPS. I thank my colleague
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
resolution to remember those who lost
their lives and to recognize those who
were injured on May 23 in my district
in California. The rampage and mass
shooting in Isla Vista rocked this small
beachside community.

Again, we mourn those lost—George
Chen, ‘“James” Yuan Hong, Weihan
“David” Wang, Katherine Breann Coo-
per, Christopher Ross Michaels-Mar-
tinez, and Veronika Weiss—and we sup-
port the injured as they heal.

Our community grieves, but Isla
Vista is a special place and one that
has come together since the tragedy to
emerge stronger. We can learn from
their strength.

Unfortunately, Isla Vista joins a long
list of those who have grieved because
of mass shootings. Even in the 18 days
since this incident, more communities
have joined the list of those who
mourn: Seattle, Chicago, Norfolk, and
Las Vegas.

As the father of one of the victims
implored:

Enough is enough. Not one more.

That is on my wristband. We must
not let the attention fade. We must not
let the drumbeat fall silent. Congress
has the power to act, and we must.

The rampage and shooting that
rocked my hometown was, sadly, just
one of many incidents that occur
across the Nation.

It is wrong to think we can do noth-
ing to stop this carnage. It is factually
wrong, and it is morally wrong. It is
simply not a reflection of who we are—
who Americans are—as a peobple.

Americans do not simply give up on
hard problems. We work together to
find consensus, even though these are
thorny, difficult issues.

Greater gun safety and the Second
Amendment are not mutually exclu-
sive. Law-abiding, responsible Ameri-
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cans have the right to own guns; but
each of us should also feel safe in our
homes, in our parks, and in our com-
munities.

The Isla Vista tragedy has shown us
that, when warning signs of violence
are seen, we must act, but our commu-
nities need the tools to do so. While we
may never be able to prevent each and
every single violent act, it doesn’t
mean we should do nothing. Our com-
munities demand that we try.

I share with you my constituent’s
heartbreaking questions:

They talk about gun rights. What about
Chris’ right to live?

So I join the chorus of those who are
so rightly frustrated with the status
quo and with this Congress. They have
said to our Congress: not one more.

Today’s resolution is an important
step in that direction. We must con-
demn the violence. We must remember
the victims. We must support the liv-
ing.

On behalf of my community, thank
you, my colleagues and the commu-
nities that you represent, for your
prayers. Thank you for your support
during this difficult time. It means a
great deal to all of us on the central
coast of California, but let this not be
the end of the conversation.

I am looking forward to working
with each of you to do all we can so
that there is not one more. We can act,
and we must.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague and friend, Mrs. CAPPS,
for her strong message.

I yield 5 minutes to my good friend
and colleague from California (Mr.
HONDA).

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to associate myself with the words
that have been expressed this after-
noon.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today with great
sadness. My heart goes out to the fami-
lies and friends of all the victims killed
in the tragic events of May 23 in Isla
Vista, California.

Three of the victims were from my
California Congressional District 17. I
want to express my deepest condo-
lences to the families of Cheng
“James’” Yuan Hong, George Chen, and
Weihan ‘“‘David” Wang. The lives of
these young men were cut short in the
senseless tragedy that happened this
past Memorial Day weekend.

“James’” Hong and George Chen—
from San Jose—and ‘“‘David” Wang—
from Fremont—were all from immi-
grant Chinese families. They were all
studying engineering at UC Santa Bar-
bara. I ask everyone to please keep in
your thoughts and prayers these young
men and their families.

As we struggle to make sense of what
happened, we must seriously examine
our gun laws and ask why people who
are mentally disturbed can continue to
possess and obtain firearms.

These acts of violence cannot be al-
lowed to continue. How many more
tragedies must our Nation suffer before
Congress acts?
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We in Congress promised our Nation
we would do better after the shootings
at Sandy Hook, but we have not made
good on that promise.
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Instead, the shootings have contin-
ued. Just since the Isla Vista killings
on May 23, there have been two more
mass shootings.

I am outraged that we have not done
more to protect the public from gun vi-
olence. Congress has failed to act. Con-
gress has failed the American people. It
is up to us to pass comprehensive, com-
monsense gun laws to prevent these
tragic deaths from occurring.

The brutal violence exacted on the
victims in Isla Vista, California, was
horrific. What was particularly horrific
was the nature in which those three
young men were Killed. They were
stabbed to death before the perpetrator
went on a shooting spree that claimed
the lives of more victims.

We will always remember those who
are no longer with us, but we must also
honor them. We must enact real
change to our gun laws to protect not
only the young people but all of our
citizens. It is our moral obligation.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I have no fur-
ther requests for time, and subject to
close, I continue to reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I, too,
have no further speakers, and I am pre-
pared to close.

I would hate to think that we will
have one of these resolutions on the
House floor week after week because
we choose to do nothing. There are 32
people who will die today due to gun-
shot wounds, and there are 32 who will
die tomorrow and 32 the next day. We
seem to somehow be inured to what is
going on around us. Let us respect
those who have died and those who
have been injured, and let us take steps
to do something this year.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

The mentally ill have for too long
been able to get guns. Individuals who
have been seen and exposed as being
violent or incarcerated for their men-
tal illnesses have too often become
their own victims because we haven’t
paid enough attention to their posses-
sion of deadly weapons. This case is dif-
ferent than some because this violent
individual also used knives.

No matter what, I join on a bipar-
tisan basis, urging that, as we look at
a national mental health policy, we in-
clude the recognition that it is in other
people’s best interests. Of course, there
are victims of these crimes, but too
often, the mentally ill kill themselves
with a gun. The mentally ill take their
lives. As we look at a terrible tragedy
of murder, let’s bear in mind that the
real reform that we have to get to the
root of is that of dealing with the men-
tally ill better in this country, dealing
with the need to take weapons out of
their hands and also the need to pro-
vide them real opportunity for care.
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A number of Members of Congress
have pieces of legislation that deal
with mental health, and although there
has been much discussion about gun
control, this was really a mental
health control question before it was a
gun control question.

I urge the passage by all of our Mem-
bers of this balanced bill that was au-
thored by my friend, the gentlelady
from Santa Barbara (Mrs. CAPPS), be-
cause it does speak to both problems:
the gun problem, of course—the murder
of innocent people—but also the men-
tal health question.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong sup-
port of my colleague from Santa Barbara and
of this resolution.

My heart goes out to the community of Isla
Vista, the victims and their families.

As a father and grandfather, my heart
breaks for the families of the young lives that
ended too soon: Christopher Michaels-Mar-
tinez, Veronika Weiss, Katie Cooper, Cheng-
Yuan Hong, George Chen, Weihan Wang.

And | am angry that we’re in this situation
yet again.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution states that the
House of Representatives remains committed
to working to help prevent tragedies like this
from happening ever again.

Some may say that today is not the day to
talk about guns, or violence.

Others may say that weapons are not the
problem, and we should focus our efforts on
mental health care.

| say we need to talk about both. The shoot-
er was a mentally ill young man who had bet-
ter access to firearms than he did sufficient
mental health care.

We also need to talk about misogyny and its
impact on domestic violence.

These are hard conversations, with no easy
answers. But we owe it to the victims and their
families of this and other tragedies to have
these important conversations.

We must speak on behalf of those who can
no longer speak. We must not be afraid to
take action.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ex-
press my sorrow over the tragedy that oc-
curred on May 23rd in Isla Vista, a community
adjoining the University of California at Santa
Barbara, and to add my voice to the chorus of
Americans demanding, “Not one more.”

My heart goes out to the families of the vic-
tims of this senseless tragedy. The lives of
UCSB students George Chen and Cheng
‘James’ Yuan Hong of San Jose, Weihan
‘David’ Wang, Katherine Breann Cooper,
Christopher Ross Michaels-Martinez, and
Veronika Elizabeth Weiss were cut far too
short. This terrible event has touched not only
my community of San Jose, but my office in
DC, which is home to several Gauchos.

We owe it to these families to act imme-
diately to address gun violence in our country.
Incidents like the one that occurred in Isla
Vista are becoming far too common. | urge my
colleagues to support H. Res. 608 and to
commit to action on preventing gun violence.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
IssA) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 608,
as amended.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

VETERAN ACCESS TO CARE ACT
OF 2014

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on the motion to suspend
the rules previously postponed.

The unfinished business is the vote
on the motion to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 4810), on which the
yveas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and a result was announced. The
vote was subsequently vacated by order
of the House, and the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill was dis-
posed of by rollcall No. 275.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
275, | was detained at a funeral. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
on rollcall No. 275, | was unavoidably de-
tained. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yes.”
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THE CONGRESSIONAL CUP

(Mr. CRENSHAW asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I
think most of the Members all know
that, for the past 13 years, a competi-
tion takes place between the House Re-
publicans and the House Democrats in
a golf match known as the Congres-
sional Cup.

This year, the competition took
place about 2 weeks ago, and I just
wanted to announce to the Members of
the House that the Republican team,
by a score of 14-6, defeated the Demo-
cratic team, and the Congressional Cup
will now stay in the possession of the
Republicans for the third straight year.

I also want to say, Mr. Speaker, that
this event is used to raise money for an
organization called The First Tee,
which uses the game of golf to teach
kids—a lot of kids from the inner
city—about self-esteem, about building
character, about honesty, integrity,
hard work, and dedication.

This event, over the years, has raised
over $2 million for The First Tee. The
organization is operating in all 50
States. They have reached 9 million
kids over the last 10 years, and they
have 17,000 volunteers that are in-
volved.

I just wanted to thank The First Tee,
thank the sponsors, and thank the par-
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ticipants, and in particular, I want to
thank my fellow teammates for their
hard work and dedication for this stun-
ning victory.

Now, I would like to yield to the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH),
the captain of the Democratic team.

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague and fellow captain for
yielding.

I want to congratulate the Repub-
lican team on their victory. It was well
earned. It was a thumping. As Rahm
Emanuel once said of the 2006 election:
we got thumped. Elections have con-
sequences, and I hope that we can use
this public embarrassment to shame
some of my colleagues, who do play
golf, into participating next year be-
cause we have some talent on the side-
lines that we would like to get in the
fray.

The victory was well earned, and as
my colleague said, the true winners are
the children of America who benefit
from this great program. There are
more than 200 chapters of The First
Tee around the country, so virtually
every Member has a First Tee chapter
in their district.

I hope that they will continue to sup-
port The First Tee program for the val-
ues it instills in our young people.

With that, once again, congratula-
tions to the Republican team.

——————

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2015

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 604 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 4745.

Will the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
BisHOP) kindly take the chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
4745) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2015, and for other
purposes, with Mr. BIsHOP of Utah
(Acting Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Monday,
June 9, 2014, an amendment offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. GRAY-
SON) had been disposed of, and the bill
had been read through page 156, line 16.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will
now resume on those amendments on
which further proceedings were post-
poned, in the following order:

An amendment by Mr. GOHMERT of
Texas.
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