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community, which is why it has been 
strongly supported by farmers in the 
area, by the city of Hermiston, and by 
the Umatilla County Board of Commis-
sioners as well. 

For farmers in the Columbia Basin, it 
is a way for valuable agriculture re-
search to continue into the future, 
bringing new techniques they need to 
tackle new challenges as they continue 
to feed and clothe the world. 

For Oregon State University, it pro-
vides the flexibility they need to en-
sure they continue their mission of 
providing the quality research they 
have provided in the area for decades. 

Again, I want to thank the staff on 
the committee, as well as my own 
staff—Riley Bushue and Thomas Grif-
fin—for their work on this legislation. 

I would ask my colleagues to join me 
in supporting this important piece of 
legislation. 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleagues for their work on this im-
portant piece of legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I am glad my colleague from 
Oregon mentioned the Columbia Basin. 
My district happens to be just north of 
that. That part of the Columbia Basin 
that I represent also is a very plentiful 
agriculture area, and I am glad my 
friend from Oregon, just to the south of 
me, recognizes that. 

With that, this is a good piece of leg-
islation, and I urge its passage. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3366, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL DESERT STORM AND 
DESERT SHIELD WAR MEMORIAL 
ACT 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 503) to authorize 
the National Desert Storm Memorial 
Association to establish the National 
Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memo-
rial as a commemorative work in the 
District of Columbia, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 503 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield War Memorial Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

For the purposes of this Act: 
(1) ASSOCIATION.—The term ‘‘Association’’ 

means the National Desert Storm Memorial As-

sociation, a corporation organized under the 
laws of the State of Arkansas and described in 
section 501(c)(3) and exempt from taxation 
under section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986. 

(2) MEMORIAL.—The term ‘‘memorial’’ means 
the National Desert Storm and Desert Shield 
Memorial authorized to be established under 
section 3. 
SEC. 3. MEMORIAL TO COMMEMORATE. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH COMMEMO-
RATIVE WORK.—The Association may establish 
the National Desert Storm and Desert Shield 
Memorial as a commemorative work, on Federal 
land in the District of Columbia to commemorate 
and honor those who, as a member of the Armed 
Forces, served on active duty in support of Op-
eration Desert Storm or Operation Desert Shield. 

(b) COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARDS FOR COM-
MEMORATIVE WORKS ACT.—The establishment of 
the commemorative work shall be in accordance 
with chapter 89 of title 40, United States Code 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Commemorative 
Works Act’’). 

(c) USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS PROHIBITED.— 
Federal funds may not be used to pay any ex-
pense of the establishment of the memorial. The 
Association shall be solely responsible for ac-
ceptance of contributions for, and payment of 
the expenses of, the establishment of the memo-
rial. 

(d) DEPOSIT OF EXCESS FUNDS.— 
(1) If upon payment of all expenses for the es-

tablishment of the memorial (including the 
maintenance and preservation amount required 
by section 8906(b)(1) of title 40, United States 
Code), there remains a balance of funds received 
for the establishment of the commemorative 
work, the Association shall transmit the amount 
of the balance to the Secretary of the Interior 
for deposit in the account provided for in sec-
tion 8906(b)(3) of title 40, United States Code. 

(2) If upon expiration of the authority for the 
commemorative work under section 8903(e) of 
title 40, United States Code, there remains a bal-
ance of funds received for the establishment of 
the commemorative work, the Association shall 
transmit the balance to a separate account with 
the National Park Foundation for memorials, to 
be available to the Secretary of the Interior or 
the Administrator (as appropriate) following the 
process provided in section 8906(b)(4) of title 40, 
United States Code, for accounts established 
under section 8906(b)(2) or (3) of title 40, United 
States Code. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) and the 
gentlewoman from New Mexico (Ms. 
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

H.R. 503 authorizes the National 
Desert Storm Memorial Association to 
establish a commemorative work on 
Federal land outside of the closed Na-
tional Mall reserve in the District of 
Columbia to commemorate and honor 

members of the Armed Forces who 
served on active duty in support of Op-
eration Desert Storm or Operation 
Desert Shield. 

Over 600,000 American servicemen de-
ployed for Operations Desert Storm 
and Desert Shield and successfully led 
a coalition of over 30 countries to evict 
an invading army to secure the inde-
pendence of Kuwait. 

This memorial will recognize their 
success, but it will also serve as a com-
memoration of those nearly 300 Ameri-
cans who made the ultimate sacrifice 
on our behalf. 

The work would be planned and con-
structed using non-Federal funds, and 
unlike recent monuments’ proposals, it 
does not exempt it from the Com-
memorative Works Act, which was es-
tablished to place standards and a 
process for the placement of memorials 
in the Washington, D.C., area. This is a 
good piece of legislation, and I urge its 
passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 503, the Na-
tional Desert Storm and Desert Shield 
War Memorial Act. 

Following the ordered invasion and 
occupation of Kuwait by Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein, the United States, 
along with the United Nations Security 
Council, demanded the immediate halt 
and pullback of forces under the threat 
of military action. 

After Saddam Hussein defied the 
United Nations Security Council’s de-
mands, the United States, along with 
its NATO and Arab allies, began Oper-
ation Desert Shield, followed by Oper-
ation Desert Storm—a 100-hour land 
war which expelled the Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait. 

Approximately 700,000 members of 
the American Armed Forces served as 
part of Operation Desert Storm and Op-
eration Desert Shield. Of those, 293 
died in theater, and 148 were killed in 
action. 

H.R. 503 authorizes the National 
Desert Storm and Desert Shield War 
Memorial Association to build the Na-
tional Desert Storm and Desert Shield 
Memorial as a commemorative work 
on Federal land in the District of Co-
lumbia, in order to honor the members 
of the American Armed Forces who 
served on active duty and those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice in support 
of our country. 

Honoring those who have served and 
those who have died is a duty shared by 
all Americans, regardless of political 
affiliation. We support this bipartisan 
bill and look forward to its adoption. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I am very pleased to yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Ten-
nessee, Dr. ROE, the author of this leg-
islation. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today as the proud sponsor of H.R. 
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503, the National Desert Storm and 
Desert Shield War Memorial Act. 

In the previous debate we heard just 
a moment ago about tyranny and the 
oppression of human rights, this bill 
honors those who fought this and freed 
an entire country—Kuwait. 

In having just celebrated Memorial 
Day, it is fitting that the House today 
is considering legislation which would 
establish a monument to honor those 
who served on active duty in support of 
Operation Desert Storm or Operation 
Desert Shield. 

b 1730 
2014 marks 23 years since the first 

U.S. casualty in Operation Desert 
Shield, the first phase of one of the 
largest military operations in our 
country’s history. 

The seeds for this conflict were sewn 
on August 2, 1990, when Saddam Hus-
sein ruthlessly invaded Kuwait and im-
prisoned the people. In less than 24 
hours, he dominated nearly 30 percent 
of the world’s oil supply, before setting 
his sights on Saudi Arabia. 

Recognizing Saudi Arabia’s impor-
tant role in the region, President 
George Herbert Walker Bush and a coa-
lition of 34 supporting countries 
launched Operation Desert Shield, the 
deployment of combat forces to Saudi 
Arabia, and ordered Hussein to remove 
Iraqi troops from Kuwait by January 
15, 1991. 

With Kuwait still occupied after the 
deadline passed, over a half-million 
United States armed servicemembers 
led coalition forces in the liberation of 
Kuwait: Operation Desert Storm. 

Of the roughly 600,000 American 
troops who were deployed in both Oper-
ation Desert Shield and Desert Storm, 
294 died in theater, of which 148 were 
killed in action. 

The United States currently lacks a 
national memorial dedicated to the 
valor and sacrifices made by those 
members of our Armed Forces who pro-
tected two of our key regional allies. 
This sacrifice was not just borne by 
those who deployed, but also by their 
families on the home front. 

Believing that we should have an en-
during monument to their service in 
the Nation’s capital, I introduced the 
National Desert Storm and Desert 
Shield War Memorial Act. This bipar-
tisan legislation would authorize the 
National Desert Storm Memorial Asso-
ciation to establish a National Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield War Memorial 
on Federal lands within the District of 
Columbia. 

It is important to note that no Fed-
eral funds will be spent to build this 
memorial. All funds will be raised pri-
vately by the National Desert Storm 
Memorial Association. 

I will include letters of support from 
veterans service organizations such as 
AMVETS, the American Legion, the 
Air Force Association, the National 
Guard Association of the United 
States, and Blinded Veterans of Amer-
ica. 

AMVETS DRAFT RESOLUTION 14–08 

Subject: Support the National Desert Storm 
Memorial 

Source: National Headquarters 
Whereas, on Aug. 2, 1990 Saddam Hussein 

invaded Kuwait and set in motion a chain of 

events that would impact America and the 
rest of the world forever; and, 

Whereas, on January 16th 1991 Operation 
Desert Storm was launched following Sad-
dam Hussein’s refusal to withdraw his Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait; and, 

Whereas, there were 293 American men and 
women who made the ultimate sacrifice in 
extracting the Iraqis and liberating Kuwait; 
and 

Whereas, in 2011 we celebrated the 20th An-
niversary of this historical conflict and yet 
there remains no national memorial to 
honor the brave men and women from the 
United States who served and sacrificed in 
that war; now therefore, be it resolved: That 
AMVETS do everything in its power to sup-
port the passage of HR 503, National Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield War Memorial Act. 

THE AMERICAN LEGION, 
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL COMMANDER, 

Washington, DC, May 1, 2014. 
Hon. PHIL ROE, M.D., 
House of Representatives, Cannon House Office 

Building, Washington, DC. 
DEAR REPRESENTATIVE ROE: On behalf of 

the 2.4 million members of The American Le-
gion, I would like to express our support for 
the National Desert Storm and Desert Shield 
War Memorial Act of 2013, which would au-
thorize the National Desert Storm Memorial 
Association to establish the National Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield Memorial as a com-
memorative work in the District of Colum-
bia. 

American Legion Resolution No. 16: Na-
tional Desert Storm and Desert Shield War 
Memorial, passed at the 2013 National Con-
vention, states that ‘‘The American Legion 
will endorse and support building the Na-
tional Desert Shield / Desert Storm War Me-
morial, without financial obligation on be-
half of the national organization, as a last-
ing tribute to the bravery, courage, commit-
ment, service, and sacrifice exhibited by the 
members of our Armed Forces living and de-
ceased.’’ 

The National Desert Shield / Desert Storm 
War Memorial, located in Washington, DC, 
will commemorate the service of those 
500,000 plus U.S. servicemembers who served 
our country honorably throughout this cam-
paign, as well as memorialize the over 300 
Americans who paid the ultimate price in 
pursuit of that just cause. 

Again, The American Legion fully supports 
this legislation and we thank you for your 
leadership on this issue. 

For God and Country, 
DANIEL M. DELLINGER, 

National Commander. 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION, 
Arlington, Virginia. 

Hon. DAVID P. ROE, 
Cannon House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE ROE, I am writing 
on behalf of the Air Force Association 
(AFA), a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
representing approximately 100,000 current 
and former Airmen and their families, to ex-
press our support for a National Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield War Memorial. 

We thank you for being a cosponsor of H.R. 
503 which would establish this monument to 
honor those who served on active duty in 
support of Operation Desert Storm or Oper-
ation Desert Shield. 

After Saddam Hussein of Iraq invaded Ku-
wait on August 2, 1990, he immediately 
owned nearly 30% of the world’s oil supply 
and threatened Saudi Arabia, and American 
ally and important regional power. President 
George H.W. Bush launched Operation Desert 
Shield and with it the immense threat of 
force of American and Coalition airpower. 
President Bush also gave Hussein an ulti-
matum: Exit Kuwait by January 15, 1991, or 
face the brunt of all branches of the United 
States Military as well as Coalition forces. 

With Iraqi forces still in Kuwait after the 
deadline, President Bush launched Operation 
Desert Storm, and for nearly seven months 
American and Coalition forces used airpower 
to great effect When ground troops finally 
rolled in, it took only a few days to clear Ku-
wait of Iraqi forces. 

This major coalition victory resulted not 
only in the liberation of Kuwait, but also a 
weakened Iraqi force, and the imposition of 
sanctions against the government of Iraq. 
However, the victory was not without sac-
rifice. America lost 293 of her best men and 
women during these operations. 

AFA believes the nation needs a national 
memorial dedicated to those members of the 
armed forces who risked and or lost their 
lives in Operations Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm. AFA supports this bipartisan legisla-
tion to authorize the National Desert Storm 
Memorial Board of Directors to establish 
this memorial in Washington DC, with all 
funding raised privately by the National 
Desert Storm Memorial Association. 

AFA urges Congress to act swiftly to get 
this deserving project underway as soon as 
possible. 

Sincerely, 
CRAIG MCKINLEY, 

President, Air Force Association. 

NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION 
OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Washington, DC, May 28, 2014. 
Hon. PHIL ROE, 
Cannon House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE ROE: Thank you for 
introducing H.R. 503, the Desert Storm and 
Desert Shield War Memorial Act, that would 
establish a monument to honor those who 
served on active duty in support of Operation 
Desert Storm or Operation Desert Shield, in-
cluding thousands of members of the Na-
tional Guard. 

The selfless service of the men and women 
who served in Operation Desert Shield and 
Operation Desert Storm is long overdue for 
the special recognition that a monument 
would provide. NGAUS strongly supports 
this effort. 

Thank you for this effort to honor the 
service of our brave men and women. 

Sincerely, 
GUS HARGETT, 

Major General, USA, (Ret) President. 

BLINDED VETERANS ASSOCIATION, 
Washington DC, May 28, 2014. 

Hon. DAVID ‘‘PHIL’’ ROE, M.D. (TN–01), 
Cannon House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN ROE; On behalf of the 
Blinded Veterans Association Board of Direc-
tors, its members, and the entire Blinded 
Veteran community I would like to extend 
our support for H.R. 503, The National Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield War Memorial Act. 

When Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait, 
and seized nearly 30 percent of the world’s oil 
supply, our Nations President George H.W. 
Bush launched Operation Desert Shield. This 
deployment of American combat troops was 
America’s way of advising Saddam Hussein 
that his acts of aggression and tyranny to-
wards Kuwait would not be tolerated. On 
January 15, 1991, with Kuwait still occupied, 
over half a million United States armed 
service members led coalition forces in the 
liberation of Kuwait, a mission now known 
as Operation Desert Storm. 

The men and woman of our Active Duty, 
Reserve, and National Guard Forces, who an-
swered the call of duty should now, and for-
ever, be remembered for the sacrifices they 
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made to ensure that this type of aggression 
and tyranny will not be tolerated by the 
United States towards our allies. May this 
memorial reflect those sacrifices for genera-
tions to pay tribute and admire, and lest we 
not forget. 

Respectfully; 
GLENN MINNEY (U.S.N. RET.), 

Director of Government Relations and 
Congressional Legislation, 
Blinded Veterans Association. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I would espe-
cially like to thank a couple of people, 
such as JEFF MILLER, my friend from 
Hendersonville, North Carolina, who 
introduced me to Scott Stump and his 
colleagues at the National Desert 
Storm Memorial Association, for the 
legwork they have done in support of 
H.R. 503. Without their efforts, we 
wouldn’t be standing here today. I also 
would like to thank Lieutenant Colo-
nel Norbert from Canada, who is also in 
the audience today. 

I would also like to express my ap-
preciation to Chairman HASTINGS and 
Chairman BISHOP for their assistance 
in moving this legislation to the House 
floor. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
this legislation and to honor the serv-
ice of those who served in these oper-
ations. 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I thank my colleagues from Ten-
nessee and Washington, and I am very 
honored to support this piece of legisla-
tion, particularly on the day after we 
formally observed Memorial Day. It is 
truly an honor to recognize the men 
and women and the families who give 
the ultimate sacrifice to protect this 
country. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, this is a good piece of legisla-
tion, and I commend Dr. ROE and oth-
ers for introducing it and bringing it to 
the floor. I urge its passage. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 503, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

SANDIA PUEBLO SETTLEMENT 
TECHNICAL AMENDMENT ACT 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (S. 611) to make a 
technical amendment to the T’uf Shur 

Bien Preservation Trust Area Act, and 
for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 611 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sandia 
Pueblo Settlement Technical Amendment 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SANDIA PUEBLO SETTLEMENT TECH-

NICAL AMENDMENT. 
Section 413(b) of the T’uf Shur Bien Preser-

vation Trust Area Act (16 U.S.C. 539m–11(b)) 
is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence of paragraph (4), by 
striking ‘‘conveyance’’ and inserting ‘‘title 
to be conveyed’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) FAILURE TO EXCHANGE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the land exchange au-

thorized under paragraph (1) is not com-
pleted by the date that is 30 days after the 
date of enactment of this paragraph, the Sec-
retary, on request of the Pueblo and the Sec-
retary of the Interior, shall transfer the Na-
tional Forest land generally depicted as 
‘Land to be Held in Trust’ on the map enti-
tled ‘Sandia Pueblo Settlement Technical 
Amendment Act’ and dated October 18, 2013, 
to the Secretary of the Interior to be held in 
trust by the United States for the Pueblo— 

‘‘(i) subject to the restriction enforced by 
the Secretary of the Interior that the land 
remain undeveloped, with the natural char-
acteristics of the land to be preserved in per-
petuity; and 

‘‘(ii) consistent with subsection (c). 
‘‘(B) OTHER TRANSFERS.—After the transfer 

under subparagraph (A) is complete, the Sec-
retary of the Interior, with the consent of 
the Pueblo, shall— 

‘‘(i) transfer to the Secretary, consistent 
with section 411(c)— 

‘‘(I) the La Luz tract generally depicted on 
the map entitled ‘Sandia Pueblo Settlement 
Technical Amendment Act’ and dated Octo-
ber 18, 2013; and 

‘‘(II) the conservation easement for the 
Piedra Lisa tract generally depicted on the 
map entitled ‘Sandia Pueblo Settlement 
Technical Amendment Act’ and dated Octo-
ber 18, 2013; and 

‘‘(ii) grant to the Secretary a right-of-way 
for the Piedra Lisa Trail within the Piedra 
Lisa tract generally depicted on the map en-
titled ‘Sandia Pueblo Settlement Technical 
Amendment Act’ and dated October 18, 
2013.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) and the 
gentlewoman from New Mexico (Ms. 
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, S. 611 authorizes a 
transfer of land between the U.S. For-
est Service and the Pueblo of Sandia in 
the State of New Mexico. The bill 
would complete a series of pending 
land exchanges that were originally au-
thorized under a 2003 law. The ex-
changes were intended to resolve the 
Pueblo’s ownership claims to Sandia 
Mountain and to retain certain lands 
and interests in public ownership as 
part of the Cibola National Forest. 

Some of the land exchanges were not 
executed because of a disagreement 
over land valuation. In 2009, Congress 
attempted to resolve this matter 
through a technical amendment but, in 
the view of the Forest Service, the bill 
did not resolve the land valuation dis-
pute. So, Mr. Speaker, it is hoped that 
round two of the technical amend-
ments to the 2003 act will conclude the 
matter. 

The Committee on Natural Resources 
has reported the House companion 
measure to this bill, H.R. 3605, and we 
have no objection to passing S. 611 in 
lieu of H.R. 3605. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 

New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of S. 611, the Sandia 
Pueblo Settlement Technical Amend-
ment Act. 

Senate 611 provides technical amend-
ments to the T’uf Shur Bien Preserva-
tion Trust Area Act, which passed Con-
gress over 10 years ago, in order to set-
tle land claims with the Pueblo of 
Sandia, but due to uncertainty over 
the valuation of land within the U.S. 
Forest Service, has still not been im-
plemented. 

Specifically, this bill requires the 
Secretary of Agriculture, at the re-
quest of the Sandia Pueblo and the 
Secretary of the Interior, to transfer 
certain national forest land to the Sec-
retary of the Interior to be held in 
trust for the Pueblo, if a land exchange 
with the Pueblo required by the T’uf 
Shur Bien Preservation Trust Area Act 
is not completed within 30 days of this 
Act’s enactment. 

The bill would also affect a land con-
veyance, a transfer of right-of-way 
from the tribe to the Forest Service, 
and would require the National Forest 
land in question to remain undeveloped 
so that the Pueblo will be able to use 
the land for ceremonial purposes in 
perpetuity. 

This bill is the companion of H.R. 
3605, a bill I introduced in the House. 
That bill was reported favorably out of 
committee. Since the Senate bill has 
already passed that body, we have de-
cided to vote on that bill to, hopefully, 
pass it with efficiency. 

It is difficult for many tribal commu-
nities to access and protect sacred 
sites. So when we have the opportunity 
to place sacred sites under tribal con-
trol, I think it is important for this 
body to act. 

The Pueblo of Sandia and the entire 
New Mexico delegation supports S. 611. 
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