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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MEADOWS) (during the vote). There are 
2 minutes remaining. 

b 1216 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The title of the bill was amended so 

as to read: ‘‘A bill to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2015 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 4435, HOW-
ARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Clerk be 
authorized to make technical correc-
tions in the engrossment of H.R. 4435, 
including corrections in spelling, punc-
tuation, section and title numbering, 
cross-referencing, conforming amend-
ments to the table of contents and 
short titles, and the insertion of appro-
priate headings, and that the amend-
atory instructions for amendment No. 
35 be changed from ‘‘after line 21’’ to 
‘‘after line 9.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING 
CLASSIFIED SCHEDULE OF AU-
THORIZATIONS AND CLASSIFIED 
ANNEX ACCOMPANYING INTEL-
LIGENCE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
FOR FISCAL YEARS 2014 AND 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, I wish to announce to all 
Members of the House that the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence 
has ordered the bill H.R. 4681, the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Years 2014 and 2015, reported favorably 
to the House today with an amend-
ment, and will file its report on the bill 
in the House next week. The bill is cur-
rently expected to be considered in the 
House next week. 

Mr. Speaker, the classified schedules 
of authorizations and the classified an-
nexes accompanying the bill are avail-
able for review by Members at the of-
fices of the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence in Room HVC– 
304 of the Capitol Visitors Center. The 
committee office will be open during 
regular business hours for the conven-

ience of any Member who wishes to re-
view this material prior to its consider-
ation of the House. 

I recommend that Members wishing 
to review the classified annex contact 
the committee’s director of security to 
arrange a time and date for that view-
ing. This will assure the availability of 
committee staff to assist Members who 
desire assistance during their review of 
these classified materials. 

I urge interested Members to review 
these materials in order to better un-
derstand the committee’s recommenda-
tions. The classified annexes to the 
committee’s report contain the com-
mittee’s recommendations on the in-
telligence budget for fiscal years 2014 
and 2015 and related classified informa-
tion that cannot be disclosed publicly. 

It is important that Members keep in 
mind the requirements of clause 13 of 
House rule XXIII, which only permits 
access to classified information by 
those Members of the House who have 
signed the oath provided for in the 
rules. 

If a Member has not yet signed that 
oath but wishes to review the classified 
annexes and schedules of authoriza-
tions, the committee staff can admin-
ister the oath and see to it that the ex-
ecuted form is sent to the Clerk’s of-
fice. In addition, the committee’s rules 
require that Members agree in writing 
to a nondisclosure agreement. The 
agreement indicates that the Member 
has been granted access to the classi-
fied annexes and that they are familiar 
with the rules of the House and the 
committee with respect to the classi-
fied nature of that information and the 
limitations on the disclosure of that 
information. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 
(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
my friend from Virginia (Mr. CANTOR), 
the majority leader, for the purpose of 
inquiring of the schedule of the week 
to come. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman 
from Maryland, the Democratic whip, 
for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, the House 
is not in session in observation of Me-
morial Day. 

On Tuesday, the House will meet in 
pro forma session at noon and no votes 
are expected. 

On Wednesday, the House will meet 
at noon for morning hour and 2 p.m. for 
legislative business. Votes will be post-
poned until 6:30 p.m. 

On Thursday, the House will meet at 
10 a.m. for morning hour and noon for 
legislative business. 

On Friday, the House will meet at 9 
a.m. for legislative business. Last votes 
of the week are expected no later than 
3 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, the House will consider 
a few suspensions next week, a com-
plete list of which will be announced at 
the close of business tomorrow. 
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In addition, the House will consider 

H.R. 4660, the Fiscal Year 2015 Com-
merce, Justice, and Science Appropria-
tions Act, sponsored by subcommittee 
Chairman FRANK WOLF. Members are 
advised that general and amendment 
debate to the bill is expected after the 
6 p.m. vote series on Wednesday night. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, the House will 
consider H.R. 4661, the Fiscal Years 
2014 and 2015 Intelligence Authoriza-
tion Act authored by Chairman MIKE 
ROGERS. Providing the tools and the 
oversight of the intelligence commu-
nity is a vital role of Congress, as we 
have shown earlier today. We should 
remember the intelligence community 
serves a vital role in warning senior 
policymakers about looming threats, 
and is absolutely essential to meeting 
the needs of our military. Sustaining 
our military and intelligence capabili-
ties are core interests of the United 
States. I look forward to swift passage 
of this bill in the House. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for his information. 

I note that an appropriations bill and 
the CJS bill will be on the floor next 
week. 

Let me pursue, if I can, Mr. Speaker, 
the progress that the Appropriations 
Committee will be making. 

Am I correct, Mr. Leader, that this 
will be an open rule on the CJS bill? 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would 
say to the gentleman that the Rules 
Committee has already done its work 
and the House has already passed the 
bill, the rule bill, which provides for an 
open rule. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for that information. 

I understand, in addition, that the 
Appropriations Committee continues 
to mark up bills this week to pass their 
fourth bill, the Transportation-HUD 
bill, out of committee. 

The question I would propound to the 
majority leader, Mr. Speaker, is wheth-
er or not we anticipate completing the 
markup of the 12 appropriation bills be-
fore the August break? 

I yield to the majority Leader. 
Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would 

say to the gentleman that the com-
mittee certainly has expressed its de-
sire, as our conference has, as the 
Speaker has, to move all 12 appropria-
tions bills, and we will move towards 
that goal in an expeditious nature as 
much as we can. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman, 
Mr. Speaker, for the information. 

Obviously, one of the bills that I am 
particularly concerned about is the 
Labor, Health, and Education invest-
ments that we have been making. 
There is a substantial cut proposed in 
the 302(b) allocations, which is the allo-
cations of the larger number to the 12 
subcommittees, a substantial cut in 
the Labor-Health bill, well below his-
toric levels. I hope that as we continue 
to work through the appropriations 
process, we can address that issue and 
not double down on the cuts that have 
already occurred in what I think the 

Leader and I both believe is a very crit-
ical bill, which includes funding for the 
National Institutes of Health. 

We have 31 days left to go before the 
August break, legislative days, 43 days 
until our break in October, so time is 
essence. I would hope that we could ad-
dress these bills and debate the prior-
ities that these bills represent before 
we leave for the August break. 

I yield to my friend if he wants to 
comment on that. 

Mr. CANTOR. I would say to the gen-
tleman just briefly, there is a $1 billion 
cut to a $155 billion bill. That rep-
resents a 0.9 percent decrease, accord-
ing to what the committee has set 
forth as far as the 302(b)s are con-
cerned. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the $155 
billion, of course, is a gross figure and 
includes items beyond discretionary 
figures in that bill. 

The fact of the matter is that NIH 
has been cut by a very substantially 
higher percentage than that, some-
where in the neighborhood of 6 percent, 
maybe 5 percent. So it is a substantial 
decrease in the ability to pursue 
grants, both external grants and inter-
nal research by the NIH, on the afflic-
tions that confront our people, whether 
it be heart disease, cancer, pediatric 
research, diabetes, Alzheimer’s. All of 
those will be affected to a much larger 
extent than would be projected by the 
gross figure of $155 billion to which the 
Leader responds. 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I certainly will yield. 
Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
Just to clarify, the amount of the 

$155 billion is the 302(b). That is the 
discretionary amount. So I would just 
underscore the fact that the $1 billion 
cut applies to the $155 billion discre-
tionary amount. 

But the gentleman knows—he has 
worked on issues of NIH funding—he 
knows that I am very committed to 
making a priority out of funding med-
ical research at NIH. We have been suc-
cessful in the House. The President 
signed into law the Gabriella Miller 
Kids First Research Act, which is just 
the first step towards making a pri-
ority out of medical research, in this 
instance, for pediatrics, and to doing 
away with spending in other areas that 
are not as much of a priority. 

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that leader-
ship is about assessing priorities and 
making sure taxpayer dollars are being 
allocated as such. 

We also passed bills out of the House 
having to do with graduate medical 
education and making sure that pediat-
rics and the need for more pediatri-
cians to deal with children is there. 

I share the gentleman’s overall con-
cern that we make a commitment long 
term to finding cures so that we can ul-
timately save lives, but also save tax-
payer dollars, as we would like to ar-
rest the increase in health care costs. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman, 
Mr. Speaker, for his remarks, and I will 

look forward to debating what he says 
is an important responsibility of this 
House, and that is to set priorities. 
When the Labor-Health bill comes be-
fore us—and the $155 billion is the 
gross number that goes to that com-
mittee; the $30 billion-plus is what NIH 
has, and the $1.5 billion that I am talk-
ing about is a cut to NIH, not to the 
gross figure of $155 billion, so I under-
stand the figures. But we will have an 
opportunity to debate that when we 
come to the floor on the Labor-Health 
bill, if, in fact, we ever come to the 
floor on the Labor-Health bill. We 
didn’t come to it last year or the year 
before. Hopefully, we will come to it 
this year. 

Two additional things I would like to 
ask the leader, Mr. Speaker. 

b 1230 
Earlier this week, I had an oppor-

tunity to meet with a number of 
DREAMers who want to join the Armed 
Forces of the United States. There is a 
bill called the ENLIST Act, introduced 
by one of our Republican Members, 
that essentially says that we are going 
to allow DREAMers to enlist, and 
through their service, they could estab-
lish their paths to citizenship. 

Mr. Speaker, that is an important 
bill for me because my father came 
from Denmark. He came here in 1934, 
at the age of 32. He served in the 
Armed Forces of the United States, and 
he became a citizen through his service 
during World War II in the Armed 
Forces of the United States. 

The sponsor of the ENLIST Act want-
ed to offer it to the defense authoriza-
tion bill that we just passed. Last year, 
when the House considered the defense 
authorization bill, an amendment simi-
lar to the ENLIST Act was made in 
order. 

Unfortunately, it was not made in 
order this time, so we didn’t get an op-
portunity to vote on that one way or 
the other. The majority leader knows, 
Mr. Speaker, that I have been asking in 
almost every colloquy when we are 
going to consider legislation that will 
deal with the broken immigration sys-
tem that confronts us. This was one op-
portunity. It was, again, rejected. It 
was not missed—rejected. 

So many colleagues on the Repub-
lican side of the aisle—Mr. SCHOCK— 
said that we need a clear path to citi-
zenship for workers who are already 
here. ADAM KINZINGER said that, 
through commonsense policies, we 
have the opportunity to grow our econ-
omy, and we must work hard to come 
to an agreement on how to bring un-
documented workers out of the shad-
ows. 

JOHN SHIMKUS said that we have to 
address the 12 million undocumented 
immigrants who are already here by 
moving them legally into the work-
force. The Chamber of Commerce, the 
AFL–CIO, growers, farmworkers, and 
faith groups across the spectrum are 
all urging us to pass immigration re-
form; yet, frankly, we are not address-
ing it in any way even on this. I think, 
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surely, we could have gotten a con-
sensus on the ENLIST Act, but it was 
itself rejected. 

I would urge the majority leader, Mr. 
Speaker, to perhaps give us some sense 
beyond ‘‘we don’t trust the President.’’ 
We know that hardly anybody on that 
side of the aisle trusts the President. 

If the issue is simply trusting the 
President, let’s shut down. Let’s not do 
anything, which, essentially, is what 
we have done, as a matter of fact, as I 
say that. Let’s not do anything. Let’s 
not pass any new laws. That is not 
what the American people expect, but 
that seems to be the premise. 

Now, presumably, we passed the De-
fense Authorization Act because we ex-
pect the President to pass it; but if we 
simply don’t trust him, why pass the 
bill? 

That is not an excuse. That is not a 
reason. In fact, it is a derogation of our 
responsibility, Mr. Speaker. I would 
hope that the majority leader would 
tell me when, if ever, we are going to 
address the broken system that he and 
I agree is a broken system. 

I yield to my friend, the majority 
leader. 

Mr. CANTOR. The gentleman knows 
that I am one who consistently says 
that the system of immigration is bro-
ken. I have also said that I am mindful 
and support the fact that, if a kid who 
is brought here by his or her parents— 
unbeknownst to that child—has never 
lived anywhere else or remembers liv-
ing anywhere else and wants to serve 
in our military, he should be able to do 
so. It is my position that that child 
should have a path to citizenship after 
such service. 

However, the NDAA bill was not the 
appropriate place for the discussion on 
that issue. I have been consistent with 
that position over the last several 
weeks and months. I remain committed 
to what the intent of the ENLIST Act 
is trying to achieve. There are Mem-
bers involved who are working on the 
necessary language to see whether it is 
possible for us to move forward on that 
measure. 

Beyond that, on the issue of the com-
prehensive bill that the gentleman re-
fers to, he knows—we have stood here 
many times before—we are opposed to 
the Senate bill. I have had discussions 
with the White House, and I continue 
to say we are opposed to a comprehen-
sive bill. 

Whether the gentleman likes or 
doesn’t like the fact that there is not a 
lot of trust on the part of this House or 
of this majority in the President, 
frankly, it is about the American peo-
ple. What they have seen is unilateral 
action being taken by this White House 
and the President on bills passed by 
Congress. 

It is, at a minimum, frustrating for 
us in the House to watch what goes on 
and the flouting of Congress—the ig-
noring of Congress—when it comes to 
decisions made to implement a law ac-
cording to what the White House 
thinks it is, not according to the stat-

ute. This is the fundamental problem, 
and I have expressed that myself to the 
President. 

If we could see our way towards dis-
crete, incremental steps toward 
strengthening law enforcement at the 
border and toward doing things like 
the green card on the diploma or the 
ENLIST Act without the introduction 
of the insistence of a comprehensive 
attempt, then I believe we may be able 
to make progress, but to this day, it 
has been my way or the highway, all or 
nothing. That is not going to work. 

I have told that to the gentleman 
publicly and privately, Mr. Speaker, 
and I would just say so again. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for his comments. 

Very frankly, we can’t impose my 
way or the highway in this House, Mr. 
Speaker, as you well know. The Repub-
licans are in the majority. We can’t im-
pose any way. We can simply ask for 
some way for it to be brought to the 
floor. It can be brought forth individ-
ually, the ENLIST Act. 

I would ask, Mr. Speaker, whether 
the majority leader believes the EN-
LIST Act is going to be brought to the 
floor. I would ask him whether any of 
the bills that are passed out of the Re-
publican Judiciary Committee are 
going to be brought to the floor. They 
passed out over 6 months ago. 

A bill out of the Homeland Security 
Committee to deal with border security 
passed out of the committee some 4- 
plus months ago, and it has not been 
brought to this floor. 

We are not looking for my way. We 
are looking for any way—some way. We 
are looking for a path—a way—to get 
to addressing this issue, and there has 
been no way. He is correct, but it is not 
we who are imposing no way. 

It is the failure to bring a bill to the 
floor, Mr. Speaker, that we can con-
sider. In a transparent way, the House 
can work its will, which, of course, was 
the commitment that Speaker BOEH-
NER made when he became the Speaker 
of this House. 

That is the problem. It is not what 
the President does, and it is not what 
the Senate does, but it is what we are 
not doing on this House floor, and that 
is bringing options to the floor, so that 
we can vote up or down, and maybe we 
will lose. 

There were four bills out of the Judi-
ciary Committee that we didn’t largely 
support, but the Republican leadership 
on the committee supported those 
bills, and the majority of the Repub-
licans supported those bills. They are 
not to the floor. So it is a question of 
not doing it your way. We are doing it 
no way. 

I continue to be frustrated when the 
majority leader, Mr. Speaker, responds 
to me that, somehow, they don’t trust 
the President. Presumably, they trust 
their committee chairs. Presumably, 
you trust yourselves, and presumably, 
if you bring something to the floor, 
you trust that you will vote the way 
you believe as we will do on this side of 
the aisle. 

Maybe some on our side of the aisle 
will agree with you, and maybe some 
on your side will agree with us, but if 
we don’t bring it to the floor, it is no 
way, and we are not going to get much 
progress there. 

There are two other issues I will dis-
cuss briefly, unless the majority leader 
wants to respond to that. The Voting 
Rights Act, he and I have had brief dis-
cussions about that. I know he has ex-
pressed himself publicly. 

Mr. Leader, is there any possibility 
of our making progress on the Voting 
Rights Act between now and the Au-
gust break? 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the majority 
leader. 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, as the 
gentleman knows, I am committed and 
remain committed to upholding the 
very sacred right to vote for all Amer-
ican citizens, and I see the Voting 
Rights Act as something that has his-
torically afforded that ability. 

The recent actions of the Supreme 
Court have raised some issues, obvi-
ously, in the minds of some in the 
House. We have been working with our 
Members on our side of the aisle, as 
well as on the gentleman’s. 

I know the Senate is undertaking 
hearings across the way, and it is still 
my hope to try and resolve this in an 
acceptable manner. I do know that 
there are still a lot of differences and 
that the gentleman knows as well, but 
I remain committed, again, to making 
sure that we uphold that sacred right 
to vote for all American citizens. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the majority leader for his con-
tinuing positive comments with re-
spect to assuring that every American 
not only has the right to vote, but has 
the access to vote and that we facili-
tate one’s casting of that vote. 

I look forward and my office looks 
forward to continuing to work with 
him towards that objective. Time, of 
course, is of the essence on this, so I 
am hopeful that we can move forward 
sooner, rather than later. 

The last subject I would bring up— 
and we have also had brief discussions 
on this, Mr. Speaker, with the majority 
leader—is that the Export-Import Bank 
authority will expire in the not too dis-
tant future. 

We believe on this side of the aisle 
that this is a very, very important 
piece of legislation. We have an agenda 
called Make It In America. One of the 
things that is important for the Make 
It in America agenda is to encourage 
and to facilitate the exporting of goods 
overseas. We think the Export-Import 
Bank does exactly that. 

I would ask the majority leader, Mr. 
Speaker, if there is any prospect of 
bringing that to the floor. I might ob-
serve that the majority leader and I 
worked very, very closely and effec-
tively, in a bipartisan way, when we 
authorized the Export-Import Bank the 
last time. I am hopeful that we can 
continue to do the same. 

I yield to my friend, the majority 
leader. 
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Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would 

say to the gentleman that I have said 
to the chairman of the Financial Serv-
ices Committee, Mr. HENSARLING, that 
I will look to him and his leadership on 
that issue as the committee works its 
way through the varying issues and the 
Member positions that are out there, 
and I will look to see what the Finan-
cial Services Committee does. 

Mr. HOYER. I understand that com-
ment. I also understand that the chair-
man of the Financial Services Com-
mittee is opposed to the Export-Import 
Bank. He has said that publicly. 

So I would hope, at some point in 
time, again, that the majority of the 
House could work its will because I do 
not believe that the chairman of the 
Financial Services Committee rep-
resents the majority of this House in 
this instance. 

Therefore, I am hopeful that we can 
move forward and that I can work with 
the majority leader’s office, as we did 
with the last authorization, to reach 
that objective. 

Mr. Speaker, unless the majority 
leader asks me to yield, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 
Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 3 p.m. tomorrow; when the 
House adjourns on that day, it adjourn 
to meet at noon on Tuesday, May 27, 
2014; and when the House adjourns on 
that day, it adjourn to meet at noon on 
Wednesday, May 28, 2014, for morning- 
hour debate and 2 p.m. for legislative 
business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

NATIONAL SULLIVAN CUP ARMOR 
COMPETITION 

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate four members of the 
Pennsylvania National Guard who 
placed among the top four teams in the 
national Sullivan Cup armor competi-
tion, held on May 11–15 of this year, in 
Fort Benning, Georgia. 

Sergeant First Class Bryan Bailey, 
Sergeant Michael Schultz, Specialist 
Timothy Humpal, and Specialist 
Zachary Zondory represented the 3– 
103rd Armor Battalion, 55th Armored 
Brigade, 28th Infantry Division, who 
came in fourth out of only 17 U.S. 
Army, Marine Corps, and Canadian 
tank crews. 

The toughness, skill level, and expe-
rience demonstrated by our Guard sol-
diers is further proof that the 55th Ar-
mored Brigade not only is one of the 
elite brigades in the entire U.S. Army, 
but that the Guard is—absolutely is— 
ready, trained, and capable. 

b 1245 

REBUILDING THE VA 

(Mr. BARROW of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BARROW of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to continue to call for 
action to address problems we face at 
VA clinics all across the country. This 
issue hits home for the folks I rep-
resent in Georgia, where three veterans 
have died and many more have seen 
their condition worsen because of inad-
equate health care. 

This isn’t going to go anywhere until 
we get serious about holding someone 
accountable. Regrettably, that should 
start with Secretary Eric Shinseki. 
General Shinseki has done a tremen-
dous service for this country, and while 
he has tried to do some goods things at 
the VA during his time, other veterans 
aren’t getting the most basic benefits 
they have earned. 

Literally, months have passed, and to 
this day no one has been held respon-
sible, no solution has been found, and 
getting information from the VA is 
like pulling teeth. 

The folks I represent want answers, 
and Secretary Shinseki stepping down 
should be the start of a nationwide ef-
fort to rebuild the VA, because that is 
what our veterans deserve. 

f 

HOUSE PASSAGE OF MEPS ACT 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say that 
last night, the language that Rep-
resentative TIM RYAN of Ohio and I in-
troduced in March, H.R. 4305, the Med-
ical Evaluation Parity for Service-
members Act, or MEPS Act, was in-
cluded as an amendment in the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act. This 
bipartisan legislation passed the full 
House this morning. 

While our military has made great 
strides to address issues of mental ill-
ness, large gaps exist in this response 
that we must fill. Given these chal-
lenges and in light of the tragic events 
such as those at Fort Hood, we must 
and can do more. 

Today, military recruits must under-
go comprehensive physical evaluations. 
But what some are surprised or even 
shocked to hear is that currently no 
similar exam exists for mental com-
petency. 

The MEPS Act institutes a prelimi-
nary mental health assessment for all 
incoming recruits. This bill will offer 
our military an important tool and 
move us to a more comprehensive and 
effective approach to suicide preven-
tion and detection. 

I applaud my colleagues for joining 
us in support of this bill and encourage 
the Senate to take action on this im-
portant reform. 

NATIONAL MARITIME DAY 

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize National Maritime Day, 
an opportunity for us to celebrate and 
salute our mariners who have pro-
tected this great Nation. 

Since the early days of this Nation, 
the United States Merchant Marine has 
been the foundation of our economic 
security, serving as our ‘‘fourth arm of 
defense’’ in both peace and war. They 
have been essential in bringing food to 
the world’s hungry and delivering sup-
plies to our brave men and women 
overseas in times of war. They have 
done so much for our Nation. 

Today, on National Maritime Day, 
we take this opportunity to honor their 
service and sacrifice. 

Over 200,000 Merchant Mariners 
served in World War II, and more than 
8,000 lost their lives in enemy waters, a 
rate higher than any uniformed serv-
ice. Unfortunately, these brave men 
were not eligible for the GI Bill that 
helped millions of veterans go to col-
lege and buy a home. 

That is why I have introduced the 
Honoring our World War II Merchant 
Mariners Act of 2013. This bill would 
provide just $1,000 in monthly benefits 
to the nearly 10,000 surviving World 
War II Mariners. 

I would like to give a shout out to 
the American Merchant Marine Vet-
erans Memorial Committee in San 
Pedro that is honoring our Merchant 
Mariners. 

f 

DOTCOM ACT 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to thank Chairman MCKEON for 
supporting Congressmen SHIMKUS, 
ROKITA, and me, in support of adding 
the DOTCOM Act as an amendment to 
our National Defense Authorization 
Act. 

I support a free market multistake-
holder model of Internet governance. 
In a perfect world, ICANN AND IANA 
would be free of government control 
and fully privatized. However, we don’t 
live in a perfect world, and we know 
full well that China and Russia have a 
different view of perfection and are 
willing to aggressively pursue it. Their 
end goal is to have ICANN and IANA 
functions migrate to the U.N.’s ITU. 

Passage of today’s NDAA and inclu-
sion of DOTCOM gives the multistake-
holder model a chance to succeed, but 
it does so with congressional oversight. 
However, if we begin to sense—even for 
a minute—that that model isn’t work-
ing, I will be the first Member to call 
on this body to taken stronger actions. 

Again, I thank the chairman and my 
colleagues for bringing this about 
today. 
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