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and discipline, and student access to
great teachers. This bill helps States
and school districts use data systems
to improve teaching and learning.

Mr. Speaker, I have often said that
we, in the Federal Government, must
get back to partnering with schools to
improve students’ lives. I am proud to
say that this legislation takes a solid
step in that direction, providing re-
search that helps teachers and schools
improve the student learning environ-
ment.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to support this legislation.
Again, I want to thank Mr. ROKITA for
bringing this legislation to the floor.

Before I yield the floor, Mr. Speaker,
I would like to take a moment of this
debate time that has been allocated to
pay tribute and say thank you to Jer-
emy Ayers of our staff, who will be
leaving the committee at the end of
this month.

This is Jeremy sitting right here, in
case anybody didn’t know who he was.
Bring the cameras in a little closer.

Jeremy skillfully managed the nego-
tiations on the bill before us today and
led the committee work on education
technology, accountability in elemen-
tary, and secondary education and
oversight in the administration’s waiv-
er policy, among other issues.

Jeremy is a strong advocate of what
is best in the interest of students and
has always maintained a focus on eq-
uity and civil rights. His humor and
quick wit were always a welcomed ad-
dition to what sometimes can be hard
and tedious policy work.

Jeremy has been a valued policy ad-
viser and member of our education
team, and he will be missed by the
committee members on both sides of
the aisle and all of his colleagues.

Thank you, Jeremy, for all of your
service to our committee and to our
education establishment in this coun-
try.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

I would also like to recognize Jeremy
and thank him for his service and hope
that I wasn’t the subject of any of that
quick wit during the time I was chair-
man.

I also thank Congressman MILLER for
the work he has done on this bill and
the bill yet to come tonight, as well as
his general leadership on the com-
mittee. It is appreciated. From a newer
guy on the other side of the aisle, he is
someone who I respect and I am going
to miss a lot.

I also want to thank Mrs. MCCARTHY
for her work and leadership on elemen-
tary and secondary education issues
generally and for her service on the
committee. I know she cares about
these issues, particularly improving
education options for women.

She has been a joy to work with as
ranking member on the subcommittee
through the easy issues and, frankly,
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through some of the harder ones. As a
newer member and, frankly, a green
chairman, I would often rely on the
honest comment and the kind smile of
CAROLYN MCCARTHY and would simply
say that if more of us did that, perhaps,
Mr. Speaker, more work like the bill
we are discussing right now would get
done in Congress.

One of the top priorities of this Con-
gress—certainly one of my top prior-
ities is helping people to build better
lives for themselves and their families,
whether that is through more flexible
work schedules, stronger job training
programs, or smarter student loan
terms, advancing commonsense poli-
cies that will make life work for more
Americans is our primary goal.

The Strengthening Education
through Research Act is part of this ef-
fort. In classrooms nationwide, teach-
ers and school leaders need quality re-
search to identify the best ways to
raise student achievement and
progress.

By passing the Strengthening Edu-
cation through Research Act today, we
can help these educators gain access to
the timely and useful information nec-
essary to raise student achievement
levels across the board.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I would sim-
ply say that I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’ on H.R. 4366.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, Education policy
suffers because policy maker were all once
students themselves. As a result, they think
they know what works and how students
learn. The best antidote for self-serving, self-
centered policy makers is evidence. Evidence
has a way of puncturing the statements and
paradigms of misguided, but well-meaning pol-
icy makers. The Strengthening Education
through Research Act (SETRA) would produce
rigorous, relevant, and useful evidence. Rig-
orous in that it mandates education research
uses good methodology and a peer review
process. Relevant in that it speaks to today’s
education issues that teachers and students
face in urban, suburban, and rural schools.
Useful in that teachers, principals, schools,
and states can use the research to improve in-
struction and student achievement.

Additionally, SETRA increases the emphasis
school districts and states should place on
longitudinal data systems as a way to improve
instruction. Efforts to create P-20 data sys-
tems that link early learning with professional
outcomes will help gather the data necessary
to help teachers improve student learning and
help states prioritize investments in impactful
initiatives.

| strongly support SETRA and urge my col-
leagues to voice their support as well.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BisHOP of Utah). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. ROKITA) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 4366, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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SUCCESS AND OPPORTUNITY
THROUGH QUALITY CHARTER
SCHOOLS ACT

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 10.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROKITA). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Min-
nesota?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 576 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 10.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) to preside over
the Committee of the Whole.

[ 1913
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 10) to
amend the Charter School Program
under the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, with Mr. BISHOP
of Utah in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
KLINE) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) each will
control 45 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
and rise today in strong support of the
Success and Opportunity through Qual-
ity Charter Schools Act, legislation
that will support the growth and ex-
pansion of successful charter schools.

Mr. Chairman, for many children and
their parents, charter schools are a
beacon of hope for a better education
and a better life. The schools are ex-
traordinarily in demand.

Wait lists for charter schools have
grown steadily in recent years, with
more than 1 million students’ names on
wait lists for the 2013-2014 school year.
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Charter schools have a proven track
record of success, encouraging higher
academic achievement in even the
most troubled school districts.

I recently had the opportunity to
visit two impressive charter schools in
my home State of Minnesota. At both
of the schools, without exception, stu-
dents were engaged, excited, and eager
to learn. I know firsthand this is not a
trend unique to charter schools in Min-
nesota. In fact, each time I visit qual-
ity charter schools, whether here in
Washington, D.C., or in Prairie Lake,
Minnesota, or even Harlem, New York,
I have been amazed by the creative cur-
riculum, the outstanding educators,
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and the students’ incredible progress.
Clearly, these institutions are a valu-
able part of a successful education sys-
tem.

However, the Federal Charter
Schools Program is in need of key re-
forms to enhance access and ensure
continued educational quality. That is
why I partnered with my colleague, the
senior Democrat on the House Edu-
cation and the Workforce Committee,
Mr. MILLER, to advance the success and
opportunity through the Quality Char-
ter Schools Act. This bipartisan legis-
lation will encourage more States and
families to embrace charter schools,
while also including several provisions
to urge these schools to reach out to
special populations, including at-risk
students, children with disabilities,
and English learners.

The bill will streamline the Federal
Charter Schools Program, while ensur-
ing these institutions remain account-
able to families and taxpayers. The bill
also expands the allowable use of Fed-
eral resources to support not just new
charter schools, as under current law,
but also replication and expansion of
successful charter schools.

Additionally, H.R. 10 will direct char-
ter schools to share best practices with
traditional public schools, helping to
ensure school leaders are working to-
gether to implement successful edu-
cation practices throughout the com-
munity.

Mr. Chairman, as we work to help
more students access a quality edu-
cation, we must support charter
schools as a valuable alternative to
failing public schools and work to-
gether to encourage their growth. This
act is a commonsense proposal that
will improve educational opportunities
for students across the board and pro-
vide families with additional school
choice options.

I am very pleased that members of
the Education and the Workforce Com-
mittee have put their differences aside
and worked through a very bipartisan
process to develop an exceptional piece
of legislation. I would like to thank
members and staff for these efforts.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to join with us in supporting
legislation that can have a hugely posi-
tive effect on children nationwide.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield myself 5 minutes.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 10.

I want to thank the chairman of the
committee for all of his cooperation so
we could arrive at this legislation to
bring to the floor. I want to thank the
staff on both sides of the aisle for all of
the time that they spent negotiating
this legislation. I am delighted that we
are here tonight to consider it.

The Success and Opportunity
Through Quality Charter Schools Act,
I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation. I guess we will be voting
tomorrow on it, to vote in support of
the legislation.
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My support of H.R. 10 is grounded in
my commitment to our Nation’s public
schools and my firm belief that every
child in every neighborhood deserves
access to a high-quality public edu-
cation.

This bipartisan legislation would
take us one step closer to making the
promise of quality public schools for
every child a reality.

In many ways, the innovations com-
ing out of the charter school sector are
helping to disprove some of the false
assumptions about kids who happen to
be from the wrong ZIP Code. Charter
schools continue to prove that all chil-
dren, from any background, can suc-
ceed. H.R. 10 seeks to build on that suc-
cess. It will expand opportunities for
all children to benefit from charter
school innovations.

Along with Chairman KLINE, I au-
thored similar legislation last Con-
gress. That legislation served as the
basis for this bill which we are consid-
ering today and passed out of this
Chamber with more than 360 votes.

I am pleased once again to collabo-
rate with Chairman KLINE on this reau-
thorization of the Charter Schools Pro-
gram. By working together, we have
been able to produce a truly bipartisan
bill that will bring much-needed im-
provements to the only Federal pro-
gram that supports the startup of pub-
lic charter schools.

This existing Federal program pro-
vides startup funding for public charter
schools from States where the public
charter schools are permitted that win
a competitive grant.

While the Charter Schools Program
is in a small, competitive funding
stream that reaches a limited number
of schools, the program can and should
be used as a lever to ensure the quality
within the charter school sector, drive
collaboration between charter and non-
charter public schools, improve State
oversight of charter schools to make
sure that every public school is equi-
tably serving the most disadvantaged
students.

H.R. 10 would refocus the Charter
Schools Program to achieve these goals
while recognizing and supporting the
success of public charter schools. Much
of that success comes from the auton-
omy and flexibility that charter
schools have in implementing innova-
tive curricula and instruction. The re-
search is clear: Access to great schools,
fantastic instruction, and a safe learn-
ing environment matters.

Thousands of public schools across
the country, both charter and non-
charter, are great schools supported by
millions of wonderful educators. Unfor-
tunately, some of our Nation’s public
schools, both charter and noncharter,
fall short.

I have been working on this issue for
a long time. For me, it isn’t about the
quantity of charter schools; it is about
the quality of all public schools. Over
the years, I have requested numerous
GAO reports that examine activities of
public charter schools to look at the
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quality of the services for students who
are traditionally underserved, includ-
ing those with disabilities and English
language learners. The results have
pointed to the flaws in the charter im-
plementation that shortchanged dis-
advantaged students.

Our Federal investment in charters
must help support and drive improve-
ments in the charter sector. For exam-
ple, in Denver, when the data showed a
discrepancy in the charter school serv-
ices for students with complex disabil-
ities as compared to noncharters, the
district leaders said, ‘“We can do bet-
ter.” Instead of pointing fingers and
placing blame, the district leaders and
charter leaders collaborated on bring-
ing needed programs and support to
students with complex disabilities to
all Denver public schools, including the
charter schools.

Federal dollars that support charter
schools must incentivize this type of
collaboration on behalf of our most
vulnerable students. The improvements
in the Charter Schools Program that
are embodied in H.R. 10 would do just
that. That is why groups such as Na-
tional Council of Learning Disabilities
and the Consortium of Citizens with
Disabilities enthusiastically support
this bill. No public school, charter or
otherwise, gets a pass when it comes to
serving all kids.

H.R. 10 would also ensure that our
Federal investment in public charter
schools supports only high-quality
charters that are serving all students
and have demonstrated that they are
accountable to parents and commu-
nities.

H.R. 10 includes unprecedented qual-
ity controls and mechanisms to im-
prove charter authorizing activity and
oversight. It challenges States to sup-
port and transfer the best practices
among all public schools in order to en-
sure that the Dbenefits of charter
schools are reaching all students, not
just a few.

This isn’t a debate about charter
schools. Charter schools are here and
they aren’t going anywhere. This is
about increasing the quality, the eq-
uity, and the transparency in the char-
ter sector. The sector is vibrant, and it
is now serving more than 2 million stu-
dents in 42 States and the District of
Columbia.

A ‘“‘yes” vote on H.R. 10 is a vote for
much-needed program improvements
that will help ensure that the Federal
dollars supporting public charter
schools only flow to quality schools
and that those schools live up to the
promise of the equitable education of
all students.

I urge you to join me, Mr. Chairman,
in supporting this bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. ROKITA), the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Early Childhood, Ele-
mentary, and Secondary HEducation,
who has been doing yeoman’s work not
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only today in the furtherance of a bet-
ter education for our Nation’s children,
but every day.

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the chairman and the ranking member
as well. Both the chairman and the
ranking member have a great bill here,
and it deserves the support of this en-
tire body, in my humble opinion.

As chairman of the colloquially
called K-12 Subcommittee on Edu-
cation, it has been my high honor to
travel throughout Indiana, and really
across the country, to see our public
school system, our public charter
school system, and the entire frame-
work of how our great American chil-
dren are educated.

I have come to the conclusion early
on, and it is the same one that the
chairman and the ranking member
have come to, that is, charter schools
empower parents to play a more active
role in their child’s education. It opens
doors for teachers to pioneer fresh
teaching methods. Charter schools en-
courage State and local innovation. It
helps students escape underperforming
schools. The charter school program fa-
cilitates the establishment of high
quality charter schools and it encour-
ages choice, innovation, and excellence
in education.

The current Charter Schools Pro-
gram, however, does not support the
funding for the replication and expan-
sion of high-quality charter schools.
The ranking member said it himself
that charter schools are here to stay.
And we are not about to have a debate
over whether or not they should exist.
They do. It is about the replication and
expansion of them because they work.

This bill is a commonsense approach
to updating the Charter Schools Pro-
gram by streamlining multiple charter
school programs, improving their qual-
ity, and promoting the growth of the
charter schools sector at the State
level. The bill also consolidates mul-
tiple funding streams and grant pro-
grams that support charter schools
into the existing State grant program,
eliminating a separate authorization
for charter school facilities funding.

By consolidating the funding streams
into the existing State charter school
program, the bill removes authority
from the Secretary of Education to
pick winners and losers and control the
growth of the charter school sector.
This authority is placed largely in the
hands of States, frankly, where it be-
longs in the first place.

The bill updates the Charter Schools
Program to reflect the success and
growth of the charter school move-
ment. States are authorized to use
funds under the program to support the
replication and expansion of high-qual-
ity charter schools in addition to sup-
porting new innovative charter school
models.

Finally, Mr. Chair, I would say that
this is not a new issue, in fact, this is
not a new bill for us. This bill is very
similar to charter school provisions in-
cluded in H.R. 5, the Students Success
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Act, and to H.R. 2218, the Empowering
Parents Through Quality Charter
Schools Act, the latter of which passed
the House by an overwhelmingly bipar-
tisan vote 365—44.

So for all these reasons, I simply
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 10.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chair, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS).

There is no more enthusiastic and in-
formed advocate of public charter
schools in this Congress than the gen-
tleman from Colorado. I thank him for
all of the work that he put in on both
sides of the aisle, working with us to
make the improvements in this legisla-
tion, and for his support of it.

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Chairman and Mr.
Ranking Member, thank you for the
kind words.

I want to thank Chairman KLINE and
Ranking Member MILLER for their hard
work. Particularly in a week where
this body has been divided over issues
like Benghazi and Lois Lerner, how
wonderful that we can come together
around our most underserved kids and
families to help extend the hope and
opportunity of a quality charter school
to more families.

Most Members of this House have al-
ready voted for the provisions of this
bill. Substantially, a nearly identical
bill was included in the Republican
ESEA reauthorization, H.R. 5. All but
12 Republicans voted for that bill. Al-
most identical language was included
in the Democratic substitute for ESEA
reauthorization as well. Only two
Democrats voted against that bill. The
vast majority, everybody in this body,
except for 14 people in this session, this
113th Congress, have voted for the pro-
visions of this bill.

Those bills, the Democrat substitute
and ESEA reauthorization, have an
enormous gap between where they
were. Democrats and Republicans had a
different vision for accountability, the
role of the Federal Government, so
many issues within that. So why not
take language that is nearly identical
in both of those bills with regard to re-
authorization of the Federal Charter
Schools Program and combine it into a
standalone bill that can actually pass
this body and pass the Senate.

We have done enough of these one-
party bills. I know when we were in the
majority we did them as well, where
the House acts, and we yell at the Sen-
ate for not acting; they act, and they
yell at us for not acting. Here is a bill,
Mr. Chairman, that, with a strong vote
on the floor of the House, can send a
message to the Senate that while per-
haps we cannot agree on the entirety of
ESEA reauthorization, yes, we can
agree on upgrading the Federal Charter
Schools Program first conceived in 1994
to the 2.0 version.

What does that mean, Mr. Chairman?
What do these improvements in this
bill mean? They are commonsense im-
provements. They are neither Repub-
lican nor Democratic. They simply
make the bill better to make sure that
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our very limited Federal investment
that we have, the limited resources we
have, is spent and invested in a way to
have the maximum possible outcome in
ensuring that kids across the country
have access to a quality public charter
school.

For instance, rather than just sup-
porting the formation of entirely new
charter schools that are innovative,
under this bill we now allow the funds
to be used for expansion and replica-
tion of successful models, models that
we know work, schools that we know
work, schools that are transforming
lives and restoring hope to families
across our country if only they can ex-
pand, if only we can have more to serve
kids.

We have also heard from our con-
stituents across the country com-
plaints that some charter schools per-
haps don’t serve enough special ed stu-
dents or enough English language
learners or enough free and reduced
lunch students.

[ 1930

Under the old language of this au-
thorization that we still have, charter
schools that receive these funds are ac-
tually prevented from remedying that.
They are not allowed to have anything
other than a pure lottery with regard
to determining their student composi-
tion.

What we now allow with this bill is a
weighted lottery to give charter
schools, in concert with their author-
izing entity, the ability to make sure
that they can serve the most at-risk
kids, pursuant to their mission; they
can serve special-needs kids, commen-
surate with the district averages; they
can serve English language learners,
and make sure that they can fulfill
their mission, rather than have some of
those students squeezed out by those
who are in a better position to exercise
their school choice because they are
better informed and better connected.

The underlying bill improves charter
school access and services for all stu-
dents. It truly will help ensure that the
limited Federal investment we have
makes the biggest single difference for
families across our country.

Mr. Chairman, public charter schools
are simply public schools with site-
based governance. Public charter
schools are free to innovate when it
comes to scheduling the learning day,
uniforms, staffing, curriculum, and yet
they are accountable for student out-
comes, and this bill adds additional
layers of accountability and trans-
parency to ensure that this Federal in-
vestment has the maximum possible ef-
fect.

I am proud that before I served in
this body, Mr. Chairman, I founded two
public charter schools—New America
School in Colorado, and now New Mex-
ico, and the Academy of Urban Learn-
ing in Denver. New American School
works with 16- to 21-year-old new im-
migrants to help them learn the
English language and even how to ac-
cess a college education.
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Mr. Chairman, absent a Federal char-
ter school program I don’t think I even
could have started that charter school.
Hundreds and thousands of charter
schools that have benefited from this
program across the country will tell
you the same story.

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Colorado.

Mr. POLIS. Before the State or dis-
trict money for a public charter school
begins, before the doors open, there are
expenses. Principals and teachers have
to be hired, classrooms have to be con-
figured and outfitted. That is what this
money allows. Coupled with strong
support from the nonprofit sector and
from foundations, we have helped give
with this program life to the ideas that
have existed in the minds of social en-
trepreneurs and that have been trans-
formative in the lives of kids and fami-
lies.

However, Mr. Chairman, not all pub-
lic charter schools are high quality,
just as all district schools are not high
quality. That is why H.R. 10 adds
strong protections to ensure that pub-
lic charter schools are accountable
that they serve low-income kids and
English language learners and at-risk
kids.

We invest in quality authorizing
practices. What does that mean? Well,
there are two possible thoughts in au-
thorizing. An authorizing entity like a
district can hand out charters. Too
easy? Hand out them out like candy to
every Tom, Dick, and Harry that
comes in, including low quality pro-
viders who have no sense of how to put
together a school budget. Or they can
lack quality by never handing one out
to anybody because they view them as
competition with the district.

But a quality authorizing practice is
if you have a great idea and evidence
that it will work, sound budgetary pol-
icy, and a team that will make a public
school work for kids, you should be
able to receive that charter and oper-
ate that school. We raised the bar on
authorizing practices, something on
which the original authorization for
this program was silent.

For those on my side of the aisle who
are skeptical of public charter schools,
this bill brings stronger protections for
oversight, transparency, and account-
ability. This program, the Federal
charter school program, will exist
under the old authorization or the new
authorization.

I implore my colleagues on my side
of the aisle to support the new and bet-
ter 2.0 version for all of the Democratic
priorities. Whether you like charter
schools or not, this program is simply
better under this bill. This bill has got-
ten better through every phase of the
process—better than the bill in last
Congress, better than the bill as part of
the ESEA reauthorization of the Re-
publican bill, better than the Demo-
cratic substitute. And now as a stand-
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alone bill, we have the ability to send
a message to the Senate and a bill to
President Obama’s desk.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chairman, I must
say I so appreciate the depth of knowl-
edge and the enthusiasm and the pas-
sion of the gentleman from Colorado.
Always a pleasure.

Another great pleasure for me is to
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. MESSER), another gen-
tleman from Indiana who was traveling
with me in my home State visiting
charter schools only a few weeks ago.

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
support of H.R. 10, the Success and Op-
portunity Through Quality Charter
Schools Act.

I want to commend Chairman KLINE
and Ranking Member MILLER for com-
ing together on this important bipar-
tisan legislation.

I also want to thank my good friend
from Indiana, ToDD ROKITA, who chairs
the Subcommittee on Elementary and
Secondary Education, for his work on
this bill, and thank the good Member
PoLis for his comments as well, and ap-
preciate the opportunity to work with
him.

Every child deserves the opportunity
to learn. But too many families in
America today live in neighborhoods
with struggling schools where their
children don’t have access to a high-
quality education. That is why edu-
cation choice matters.

Lots of kids live in communities with
great schools, but too many don’t. Pa-
rental choice is the ultimate local con-
trol. It allows parents to choose the
best educational environment for their
child, regardless of income, geographic
location, or lot in life. The freedom
provided by school choice levels the
playing field and helps ensure all chil-
dren have a chance to achieve success
in life. As the founder and chairman of
the Congressional School Choice Cau-
cus, I am a proponent of all forms of
educational choice, including magnet
schools, online schools, private schools,
home schooling, and traditional public
schools.

Charter schools certainly play an in-
tegral role in expanding educational
freedom. I am very encouraged by this
bipartisan legislation which will up-
date the charter school program to re-
flect the success and growth of success-
ful charter models by supporting the
replication, expansion, and opening of
new, innovative, high-quality charter
schools.

Encouraging the expansion of charter
schools is important because they em-
power parents with another free public
school option and are a driving force in
creating classroom innovation.

Over the past couple of months, I
have had the opportunity to visit sev-
eral charter schools that are preparing
students for success. Just this last
month, as the chairman mentioned, I
was fortunate enough to join Chairman
KLINE on his trip to visit the Aspen
Academy and the Global Academy
charter schools in Minnesota. More re-
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cently, I toured the Inspire Academy of
Muncie in my district, one of 74 charter
schools in Indiana serving more than
28,000 Hoosier students. I was im-
pressed with what I saw: a diverse
group of students actively engaged in
learning, teachers pioneering fresh
teaching methods, and parents heavily
involved in their child’s education.

In the Declaration of Independence,
our Founding Fathers wrote that all
men are endowed by their creator with
certain unalienable rights. Chief
among those rights is the right to pur-
sue happiness. In modern America,
that pursuit begins with a high-quality
education. We cannot rest until every
child in America has that chance.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bipartisan legislation.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms. Lo-
RETTA SANCHEZ).

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Chairman, I rise today in
support of H.R. 10, the Success and Op-
portunity Through Quality Charter
Schools Act, demonstrating that Con-
gress can actually work together to get
something done.

I want to thank Chairman KLINE and
my good friend from California, Rank-
ing Member GEORGE MILLER, for bring-
ing this forward. I am still waiting for
you guys to bring the ESEA to the
floor, but I am really thrilled that we
are making some critical improve-
ments to the public charter school sys-
tem.

Charter schools were never meant to
replace our traditional public school
system, but I have to tell you that they
have grown over the last 20 years and I
see several of them in my area, just
down the street really, making a dif-
ference in my community—the Orange
County High School of the Arts, for ex-
ample, and an elementary school called
El Sol—all doing great work just under
a mile away from me.

It is really great for us to take a look
at the Federal law and say: How can we
make this even better? Because even
though we have great schools, like the
ones I just mentioned, there are also
some charter schools that have failed
or some charter schools that are actu-
ally failing our kids, they are not real-
ly getting the work done that we
thought they would do or that the peo-
ple who envisioned them thought
would be done.

While charter schools work towards
encouraging innovation in our public
schools, we really need to take a look
and see what these schools are doing.
H.R. 10 is the first step in highlighting
the need for charter schools that im-
prove student outcomes while expand-
ing those schools that are currently
utilizing our best practices.

I am also pleased to see that the leg-
islation requires greater charter au-
thorizer accountability and even more
pleased that we are finally addressing
the under-enrollment of some of our
most vulnerable students through the
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weighted lotteries provision. This is in-
credibly important in the area where 1
live, as I have a very urban area.

We hold our traditional public
schools accountable for the education
of our future leaders, and we expect
charter schools to involve the commu-
nity in their efforts to improve the
charter school system. That is why I
am happy to have worked with both
the majority and the minority on an
amendment that I will have tomorrow
which will hold public charter schools
accountable in fostering and promoting
community involvement. We all know
that when people are involved, when
they are involved in their school, when
parents are involved, we see a mass dif-
ference in the students who come out
of those schools.

Charter schools must be engaged
with a local community to understand
the students they teach, and my
amendment will strengthen that role.

The CHAIR. The time of the gentle-
woman has expired.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield an additional minute to the gen-
tlewoman from California.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. While it is not the final solu-
tion, H.R. 10 positively contributes to
the promise of a quality education for
every child in every neighborhood.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chairman, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HALL).

Mr. HALL. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the chairman for the time.

Mr. Chairman, as we celebrate Na-
tional Teachers Week, I do rise in sup-
port of charter schools and the remark-
able job they do in advancing high-
quality education through innovative
approaches in our classrooms across
the country. With an increasingly com-
petitive workforce, quality education
is more important than ever, and char-
ter schools play a valuable role in the
education field.

Charter schools provide parents and
students a choice for what best meets
the child’s needs, classrooms that offer
more personalized education, and ac-
countability if the school’s achieve-
ment goals and metrics are not met.

When I was home over Easter, I had
the opportunity to visit the Phoenix
Charter School located in Greenville,
Texas. Built in 1986, Phoenix Charter
School serves over 600 students by pro-
viding a creative educational experi-
ence, one that integrates fine arts into
a strong traditional curriculum.

During my visit, I talked with stu-
dents who were excited to share their
experiences at the school. They told me
they were happy to receive a hands-on
education in a place that makes them
feel at home. More importantly, they
are thankful to attend a school that
meets their individual living needs. I
walked around the campus and was
able to see teachers interact with stu-
dents, and you could see the students
were fully engaged in the classroom.

Phoenix Charter School has been rec-
ognized by the National Alliance for
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Public Charter Schools for providing
exceptional education to its students,
and this recognition is well-deserved.

Parents and educators know best
what their students need. If a student
can benefit most from a charter school,
that student should be able to have
that access to that education. I encour-
age my colleagues to join me in efforts
to provide students full access to char-
ter schools and the innovative way
they prepare our students for success-
ful futures.

0 1945

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS).

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Chairman, I want to
discuss today some of the priorities
that Democrats have, which are impor-
tant to Members of my party, which
are included in this bill.

I hope that those on my side of the
aisle who are listening tonight—or the
capable Education LAs who are listen-
ing tonight, who will hopefully advise
their bosses to vote ‘“‘yes” tomorrow—
will listen to how so many of our
Democratic priorities are in the bill.

First of all, this bill makes sure that
charter schools do not have entrance
requirements, that they don’t charge
tuition, are not religious, and don’t
discriminate against students on any
basis.

We also make sure that low-per-
forming or financially irresponsible
charter schools are closed and that the
authorizer intercedes. We also have
language in here that gives public
charter schools additional tools to
make sure that they recruit and serve
students with disabilities.

We also improve performance over-
sight and the management for public
charter schools, new provisions about
transparency, and evaluation practices.
We make sure that each public charter
school considers input from parents
and community members with regard
to the operation of the school.

The public charter schools abide by
civil rights laws, in that they can’t
charge tuition. We make sure that pub-
lic charter schools have the same audit
requirements as traditional public
schools, in order to prevent fiscal mis-
management and fraud.

These are some of the reasons, Mr.
Chairman, that I encourage my col-
leagues on my side of the aisle to up-
grade this authorization—to upgrade
from the version passed in 1994—to a
new and better version that incor-
porates almost two decades of learning
about what works and doesn’t work
within the public charter school move-
ment.

Those on my side of the aisle support
good public schools, whether they are
district schools, whether they are
neighborhood schools, whether they
are public magnet schools, whether
they are public charter schools, wheth-
er they are schools of choice operated
by the district. We want to make sure
that every family has access to a good,
high-quality public education.
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Public charter schools are not the
silver bullet alone. They are not going
to fix everything that is wrong and
that needs to be improved about public
education in the country.

What they do offer are examples of
hope and opportunity for the kids they
serve. Too many families, Mr. Chair-
man—almost a million families across
the country—are languishing on the
waiting lists for public charter schools;
and they are forced to attend worse
schools because the capacity doesn’t
exist to serve them.

This bill will allow quality public
charter schools to expand, to replicate,
and to serve more children, in order to
help reduce that number. It will make
sure that other generations of Ameri-
cans—particularly Americans in pov-
erty—are not consigned to lives of reli-
ance on government programs or on an
inability to attend college, but to, in-
stead, have every opportunity that this
country can provide because they have
had a good education.

In the 21st century, Mr. Chairman, a
good education is more important than
ever for one to be in the American mid-
dle class and to live the American
Dream. At the very time that it is be-
coming more important than ever, we
need to redouble our efforts to ensure
that every family has access to a high-
quality school. That is why I encourage
my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’” on this
bill.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. SCALISE), a man who comes
from a State that has learned a great
deal about the value of charter schools
in these few years.

Mr. SCALISE. I want to thank Chair-
man KLINE and Ranking Member MIL-
LER for bringing this legislation to the
floor, as it is so important when you
talk about the things that we need to
do to help give our children better op-
portunities.

Mr. Chairman, the charter school
movement has literally transformed
the public education system in New Or-
leans. If you look at what was hap-
pening in the city of New Orleans be-
fore Hurricane Katrina, it was the
most failed and corrupt public school
system in the country.

After Hurricane Katrina—I was in
the legislature at the time—many of
my colleagues came together, and we
passed a charter system that empow-
ered communities to get involved in
the education of their children.

What we saw was revolutionary.
What we saw were parents finally hav-
ing options and choices to send their
kids to schools that were competing for
those children, schools that were actu-
ally providing better opportunities.

Before Hurricane Katrina, 75 percent
of the students in New Orleans’ public
schools were attending failing schools,
schools that were giving them no op-
portunity and no hope for their future.

What has happened since with this
revolution of the charter school move-
ment in New Orleans? What we have
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seen is that, now, over 91 percent of the
public school students in New Orleans
attend charter schools.

What does that really mean for qual-
ity? That is ultimately what really
matters. What kind of education are
these children now being able to get?

As I said before, before Katrina, 75
percent of the students in the public
schools in New Orleans were attending
failing schools. Today, fewer than 15
percent of those students are attending
schools with either a D or an F rating
because, now, there is competition.

Parents have multiple options of
where to send their kids, and those
schools are competing for the students.
I visited Hynes Elementary School last
week in my district, in the Lakeview
part of New Orleans. It is a charter
school that is incredibly successful.

You see such enthusiasm from these
young kids. They have an over 450-per-
son waiting list to go to this charter
school. It really is working, the fact
that you have invoked this competi-
tion.

I want to applaud Majority Leader
CANTOR. Majority Leader CANTOR actu-
ally came down and toured a number of
the charter schools in New Orleans.

Of course, New Orleans is not the
only place, but it is probably the place
in which you have such a dramatic
change—again, a revolution—that has
literally served as the model for how
you can transform failed public edu-
cation systems that were denying stu-
dents the opportunity to have a future,
to achieve that American Dream.

When we talk about opportunities for
children, this is not a Republican idea
or a Democrat idea. This is our ability
to pass on the franchise of the Amer-
ican Dream to our children.

Charter schools have helped expand
that opportunity, and that is why it is
so important that we pass H.R. 10, so as
to help replicate those successful pro-
grams and to help highlight what is
working with the charter school move-
ment.

You can look to New Orleans and see
just how it has transformed people’s
lives for the better. This is something
we need to do. It is great that this is a
bipartisan effort.

Again, I applaud Chairman KLINE for
bringing this bill to the floor.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, I continue to reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chairman, I am now
very pleased to yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. PAUL-
SEN), my colleague from the State of
Minnesota, which is where charter
schools originated.

Mr. PAULSEN. I would like to thank
both Chairman KLINE for his leader-
ship, along with Ranking Member MIL-
LER, and for their working together to
bring this very important legislation
to the floor today.

I also need to thank my colleague,
Congressman PoLIs, with whom I co-
chair the Charter Schools Caucus, for
his leadership and passion on education
issues.
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Mr. Chairman, we need to pass this
legislation. This is an opportunity to
work together because H.R. 10 will en-
sure that students’ ZIP codes do not
determine the quality of their edu-
cation.

There are too many students across
the country who are trapped in failing
schools, with little hope of ever escap-
ing. Parents want the best for their
children, but many parents are often
left with only two options: either an
expensive private school or a failing
public school. Thankfully, many more
families now have this third option of a
high-quality charter school.

Recently, I had the chance to visit
Beacon Preparatory School in Bloom-
ington, Minnesota, which is in my dis-
trict. While there, I saw students who
were thriving in their classes. I saw
dedicated teachers. I saw challenging
academics.

Charter schools are not tied down by
a lot of bureaucratic red tape or by
outdated traditions. In fact, charter
schools are creating very new and inno-
vative ways of learning that can help
grab students’ attention and make
them more excited to learn.

Mr. Chairman, in too many States,
that debate has sometimes been public
schools versus charter schools, but it
does not have to be that way. Public
schools and charter schools can coexist
to make the system better.

As Chairman KLINE noted, in our
home State of Minnesota, we were the
pioneers for the charter school move-
ment 22 years ago. It is an example of
how this system can absolutely work,
and we have a rich tradition of pro-
viding a world-class education to our
students in both public schools and
charter schools.

Charter schools are continuing to
grow. In 2007, there were nearly 1.3 mil-
lion students enrolled in charter
schools around the country. As we de-
bate this legislation today, there are
6,600 charter schools that are now en-
rolling 2.5 million students across the
country, but here is the thing: there
are 1 million students on waiting lists
to enter into these charter schools.

The legislation before us today fo-
cuses on the expansion and replication
of high-quality charter schools. It con-
centrates on charter school models
that have had a proven record of suc-
cess in order to raise the bar for every-
one and to ensure that those who at-
tend charter schools will receive the
best education possible.

Mr. Chairman, this is an opportunity
that we have today to show the Amer-
ican people we are committed at the
Federal level in helping to produce the
best educational opportunities for all
students, so let’s vote to make sure
that a child’s ZIP code does not deter-
mine the quality of his education.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, I continue to reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chairman, I am now
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee, Dr. ROE, the
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chairman of the Subcommittee on
Health, Employment, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I thank the
chairman.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 10, the Success and Oppor-
tunity  through  Quality  Charter
Schools Act, and I am going to sound
like a recording because you are going
to hear a lot of the same themes in
this.

Today, there are an estimated 1 mil-
lion students on waiting lists to attend
public charter schools. These students
and their families believe that their
educational needs are not being met by
their current schools.

While many of our public schools are
doing a great job, too many others are
failing our children. These kids deserve
the opportunity to receive a top-notch
education, and they cannot wait as we
work to improve these underper-
forming schools. They don’t have the
time.

Public charter schools provide stu-
dents with the opportunity to escape
underperforming schools, while also
giving parents more control over their
children’s education. To ensure more
access to these innovative institutions,
the Success and Opportunity through
Quality Charter Schools Act supports
the replication or expansion of existing
high-quality charter schools.

H.R. 10 streamlines and modernizes
our charter schools program, providing
our Nation’s public charter schools
with the flexibility needed to encour-
age innovation at the State and local
levels.

H.R. 10 supports the sharing of best
practices between charter and tradi-
tional public schools. In this way, all
public school students, not just charter
school students, benefit from the inno-
vation at these institutions.

I am proud of the educators and stu-
dents in my home State of Tennessee
and of their accomplishments in im-
proving education in our State. Since
2003, Tennessee has increased its high
school graduation rate by 17 points to
87 percent. This is commendable, but it
is not enough. We can and should do
more, and charter schools must be part
of the discussion.

Since 2002, Tennessee has opened
more than 45 charter schools, giving
nearly 12,000 students the opportunity
to attend these innovative institutions.

Tennessee’s public charter schools
serve 87 percent low-income and 96 per-
cent minority students from economi-
cally disadvantaged areas, providing
school choice to the students who need
it the most.

Just like Tennessee, we, as a Nation,
must fully embrace all of the tools
available, including charter schools, to
ensure our students’ success.

Mr. Chairman, I spent 24 years in the
public school system. I never attended
a private school. The opportunity for
students like me who are first genera-
tion students—college students—to be
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able to get a great, basic public edu-
cation is really the future of our coun-
try. I think our very future depends on
that.

Also, while I am here, I want to
thank both the chairman, Ranking
Member MILLER, Mr. PoLIS, and the
rest of the committee for circling
around this extremely important piece
of legislation because students in the
first or second or third grade cannot af-
ford a failing school. They have to be
allowed to go into a school where they
can be successful.

With that, Mr. Chairman, I strongly
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 10.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, I continue to reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chairman, I would
now like to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. SAN-
FORD).

Mr. SANFORD. I thank the chair-
man.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of
this bill.

I would just like to thank, indeed,
the chairman and the members of the
committee for their great work on it.
At the end of the day, it represents ex-
panded choice in education, and that
whole notion of increasing and expand-
ing the marketplace in education, I
think, is vital for a couple of different
reasons.

I think it is vital, one, because it is
better for students. I think it is vital
because the local control of education
matters. Ultimately, I think it is vital
from the standpoint of improving and
increasing the level of innovation that
we see in the educational marketplace.
Let me expand on those thoughts just
over a couple of minutes.

One is that it is vital for students be-
cause God makes every child different.
When I was working in politics in
South Carolina, we passed a rather
major charter school bill.

We now have over 60 charter schools
in South Carolina—right at 60 charter
schools in South Carolina. What it did
was it tailor-made for students applica-
tions that fit who they were.
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So, in some cases, if they wanted to
work on leadership, they could do so.
In some cases, if they wanted to work
on mathematics or English or tech-
nology or the arts, they had venues by
which to specialize in that which God
wired them to do.

So, one, this idea of increased choices
for the students that are out there, I
think it is vital.

Two, I think it is absolutely vital to
the larger notion of local control.

People invest in things that they
have a say in, that they have a voice
in. What we saw in choice in South
Carolina and expanded choices on the
charter school front was that parents
indeed got more deeply involved.

I have not just seen that in South
Carolina. I have seen it in different
spots across the country, whether that
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is KIPP Academy or whether that is
the old Marva Collins School up toward
Milwaukee. It is interesting to see the
way in which parents would invest in
their child’s education when they had a
little bit more control and a little bit
more voice. That is true, again, at
Bridges Academy in Beaufort, South
Carolina, or KIPP Academy out toward
Houston.

Finally, I would make this point. It
is absolutely vital to innovation in
education, because the old saying is,
the definition of insanity is keep on
doing the same thing and expect a dif-
ferent result.

This idea of changing the educational
paradigm so that there are more
choices for kids and parents out there
is absolutely critical to competitive-
ness in this country.

Look at the numbers. I pulled some
of them. We are behind Liechtenstein,
Vietnam, and Iceland with regard to
mathematics in global scores. We are
behind Poland, Luxembourg, and Esto-
nia with regard to reading scores in
global scores.

We are behind Canada, we are behind
the United Kingdom, we are behind
Slovenia, we are behind France. We are
behind a whole host of different places
in scores on the science front.

And so if we are going to change
that, if we are going to be competitive
in this global competition for jobs, cap-
ital, and the way of life, it is vital that
we have bills like this.

For that reason, I applaud the work
of the committee.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chairman, I just
want to say that it has been a pleasure
to work on this legislation. We have
heard compelling stories here today
from around the country—compelling
stories of transformation of entire cit-
ies and school systems, and lives being
changed through the charter school
system. And we have legislation here
today and tomorrow which will make
that Federal charter school law better
and make the opportunities more
available and give more kids a chance
for success and opportunity.

This should be an easy vote for Re-
publicans and Democrats. I urge my
colleagues to lend their support to H.R.
10, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, | rise to
speak during House consideration of H.R. 10,
the “Success and Opportunity through Quality
Charter Schools Act.”

JACKSON LEE AMENDMENTS TO H.R. 10

| have long supported the need for better
data on the experiences of children that Con-
gress could use when deliberating on legisla-
tive measures intended to benefit our young-
est citizens.

Charter Schools are a new addition to edu-
cation options available to parents and their
children. It is important that Congress ensures
that the benefit of a good free pre-K-12 edu-
cation is available to all parents and children
of this nation.
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The Education and the Workforce Com-
mittee included language in the amendment in
the form of a substitute for the bill that re-
flected an amendment | intended to offer. The
language in the bill that adds rates of student
attrition as a measure to be considered by
charter school authorizers in monitoring the
successes of schools is appreciated and will
help gain additional insight into children’s edu-
cation.

Attrition data would help us better under-
stand the impact of charter schools on student
retention. It would also bring additional trans-
parency regarding the drivers of attrition
issues such as discipline, counseling, drop-
outs, bullying, as well as the impact of learn-
ing disabilities like dyslexia on student reten-
tion.

Although the data reporting is not manda-
tory, it is my hope that charter school districts
and charter schools will take up the challenge
of providing hard data to make the case for
their approaches to education.

| offered two amendments for consideration
by the House Rules Committee that would
strengthen the legislative goals of H.R. 10.

The amendments were simple and were an
important addition to this strong bipartisan ef-
fort from the Education and Workforce Com-
mittee to bring clarity and improve trans-
parency of charter schools in communities
around the nation.

JACKSON LEE AMENDMENT NO. 1

The Jackson Lee amendment made in order
by the Rules Committee for debate of this bill
directs State Education Agencies that award
federally funded grants to charter schools
under this bill to work with those schools so
that they provide information on their websites
regarding student recruitment, orientation ma-
terials, enrollment criteria, student discipline
policies, behavior codes, and parent contract
requirements, which should include any finan-
cial obligations such as fees for tutoring, and
extra-circular activities.

This amendment will make it possible for
parents to learn more about how schools deal
with important education issues such as aca-
demic performance, enrichment programs, and
quality of education life issues programs for
children with learning disabilities like dyslexia
are taught.

Many charter schools already provide this
information, and the amendment would sup-
port this good transparency practice. This
Jackson Lee amendment is good for parents
and for charter schools because parents
would have access to information that helps
them make education decisions for their chil-
dren; and charter schools would speak to a
larger audience regarding their education pro-
grams.

JACKSON LEE AMENDMENT NO. 2

The second Jackson Lee amendment was a
“Sense of the Congress” on the promotion of,
and support for anti-bullying programs in char-
ter schools, including those serving rural com-
munities. | regret that this amendment was not
made in order by the Rules Committee be-
cause the prevention of bullying is one of the
most challenging problems facing school offi-
cials.

Bullying is not a new behavior. Kids have
been exposed to bullying in school for genera-
tions. Now, however, bullying has taken on
new heights and sometimes victims of bullies
suffer severe and lasting consequences.

For victims of bullying, they go to school
every day facing harassment, taunting, and
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humiliation. Studies show that 25-35% of
teens encountered some type of bullying in
their lifetime. Bullying is a form of violent be-
havior that happens not only in the schools
but everywhere.

The National Center for Educational Studies
reports show that 14 percent of 12- to 18-
year-olds surveyed report being victims of di-
rect or indirect bullying. 1 out of 4 kids is
bullied. The Department of Justice reports that
1 out of every 4 kids will be abused by an-
other youth.

| introduced H.R. 2585, the Juvenile Ac-
countability Block Grant Reauthorization and
the Bullying Prevention and Intervention Act of
2013. This bill amends the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 by ex-
panding the juvenile accountability block grant
program with respect to programs for the pre-
vention of bullying to include intervention pro-
grams. The bill’s objective is to reduce and
prevent bullying and establish best practices
for all activities that are likely to help reduce
bullying among young people.

This year a million children will be teased,
taunted, and physically assaulted by their
peers. Bullying the most common form of vio-
lence faced by our nation’s youth.

The frequency and intensity of bullying that
young people face are astounding: 1 in 7 Stu-
dents in Grades K—12 is either a bully or a vic-
tim of bullying; 90% of 4th to 8th Grade Stu-
dents report being victims of bullying of some
type; 56% of students have personally wit-
nessed some type of bullying at school; 71%
of students report incidents of bullying as a
problem at their school; 15% of all students
who don’t show up for school report it to being
out of fear of being bullied while at school; 1
out of 20 students has seen a student with a
gun at school; 282,000 students are physically
attacked in secondary schools each month.

Consequences of bullying: 15% of all school
absenteeism is directly related to fears of
being bullied at school; according to bullying
statistics, 1 out of every 10 students who
drops out of school does so because of re-
peated bullying; suicides linked to bullying are
the saddest statistic.

Statistics on Gun Violence: homicide is the
2nd leading cause of death for young people
ages 15 to 24 years old; homicide is the lead-
ing cause of death for African Americans be-
tween ages 10 and 24; thirteen young people
from ages 10-24 become victims of homicide
every day; 82.8% of those youths were killed
with a firearm; every 30 minutes, a child or
teenager in America is injured by a gun; every
3 hours and 15 minutes, a child or teenager
loses their life to a firearm; in 2010, 82 chil-
dren under 5 years of age lost their lives due
to guns; one of four high school males report-
edly carry a weapon to school, with 8.6% of
reportedly carry a gun; 87% of youth said
shootings are motivated by a desire to “get
back at those who have hurt them, and 86%
said, “other kids picking on them, making fun
of them or bullying them” causes teenagers to
turn to lethal violence in the schools; in 2011,
over 707,000 young people, aged 10 to 24
years, had to be rushed to the emergency
room as a result of physical assault injuries.

Victims of bullying often suffer in silence
and parents are the last ones to know that
their child is being bullied or may be a bully.
What once was thought to be a childhood rit-
ual has been proven by school psychologists,
law enforcement officials, parents, and stu-
dents to be much more serious.
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Anti-bullying programs can help children un-
derstand the seriousness of bullying; and as-
sist parents in learning the signs of bullying as
well as learning how to speak to their children
about the issue of bullying.

H.R. 10 will consolidate two existing federal
charter school programs into one:

The Charter School Program, which sup-
ports grants for charter school developers to
open new charter schools. The program also
provides funds to disseminate best practices
and provide state faciliies aid to charter
schools.

The Charter School Credit Enhancement
Program assists charter schools in accessing
better credit terms to acquire and renovate fa-
cilities to operate a charter school.

The rule will allow the consideration of the
bill that will create a new federal charter
schools program to promote high-quality char-
ter schools at the state and local level; and al-
lows states to use federal funds to start new
charter schools as well as expand and rep-
licate existing high-quality charter schools.

The bill adds a new component—a Charter
Management Organization grant program to
support the opening of additional charter
schools nationwide.

H.R. 10 establishes a new Charter School
Program that would consist of three parts:

Grants to support high-quality charter
schools will be awarded to a State Educational
Agency, the State Charter School Board, the
Governor, or a Charter School Support Orga-
nization.

Facilities Aid will be awarded to continue
credit enhancement activities and support
state facilities aid for charter schools.

National Activities will allow the secretary of
education to operate a grant competition for
charter schools in states that did not win or
compete for a state grant and a competition
for high quality CMOs.

The legislation adds five new definitions: a
“charter management organization, a charter
support organization”, a “high-quality charter
school”; the “expansion of a high-quality char-
ter school”; and a “replicable, high-quality
charter school model.”

H.R. 10 authorizes $300,000,000 for fiscal
years 2015 through 2020. The bill permits
state-determined weighted lotteries and allows
students to continue in the school program of
their choice by clarifying students in affiliated
charter schools can attend the next immediate
grade in that network’s school.

| strongly believe that where our children
are concerned, Congress is in a unique posi-
tion to advocate on their behalf in an effective
and forceful way. Letting children know by our
actions that members of Congress consider
the lives of children and their experience to be
of the utmost importance would help them in
countless ways.

We cannot gamble with our children’s fu-
ture, and ultimately the future of our nation. |
am committed to finding ways to make sure
that education is as valued as national de-
fense—because education is crucial to our na-
tion’s global success in all areas.

Mr. McCARTHY of California. Mr. Chair,
education remains one of the greatest keys to
success in our society, yet there are children
across the nation without access to a good
school.

There is no single cure. No child or commu-
nity is the same. And often the educational so-
lutions in one community won't fit those in an-
other.
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But there are local solutions already working
across the nation.

Recently, | spoke with my friend, Barbara
Grimm-Marshall, a successful businesswoman
with their family company Grimmway Farms.

For years her family funded college scholar-
ships for the children of her employees, but
every year applications for that scholarship
were low.

She found that when kids in Arvin, CA were
old enough to go to college, most were not
ready. Committed to the belief that every child
should have a bright future, she took action.

That is why, in 2011, Barbara took it upon
herself to offer children in the community the
opportunity to achieve a successful. She
opened a charter school.

She had never run a school herself, so she
did what we are trying to promote today; she
replicated a successful school, Rocketship
Charter School in San Jose.

After only 3 years, Grimmway Academy was
a California Distinguished School whose stu-
dents had the highest test scores in the dis-
trict. Grimmway Academy is proof that new
ideas and innovation works to help our chil-
dren.

Sadly, the lack of educational opportunity
exists in too many towns. We have an obliga-
tion to expand educational opportunities and
school choice so that every child has the
chance to attend a successful school.

| applaud my colleagues JOHN KLINE and
GEORGE MILLER for coming together and spon-
soring this legislation.

Education transcends political boundaries,
and this House will continue to work toward
solutions to ensure the next generation, no
matter their circumstance, is afforded every
opportunity for a better life.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Chair, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 10, the “Success and
Opportunity Through Quality Charter Schools
Act.”

Mr. Speaker, | support this bill because it
strengthens the Federal Charter School Pro-
gram (CSP) and promotes quality, account-
ability and equity for public charter schools
participating in the Federal Charter School
Program.

H.R. 10 requires public charter schools to
be of “high quality” in order to receive Charter
School Program funds to open, replicate or
expand. Under this bill, “high quality” charter
schools must show evidence of strong aca-
demic results for all students.

H.R. 10 promotes quality in charter school
authorizing. This bill requires state entities to
have in place or be working toward a charter
school authorizing system that utilizes a proc-
ess for approval, monitoring, re-approval or
revocation of authority of public charter school
authorizers in the state, based on performance
of the schools authorized by the agency.

Mr. Speaker, the underlying bill prioritizes
equity of access and services for disadvan-
taged students, including english learners and
students with disabilities.

H.R. 10, for example, allows grantees to uti-
lize weighted lotteries, when permitted by
state law, to preference admissions for educa-
tionally disadvantaged students.

Along the same lines, this legislation re-
quires that state entities receiving a CSP grant
provide technical assistance to any charter
schools receiving funds to ensure they fully
understand federal requirements for serving
underserved student populations.
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Finally, | am pleased that the underlying bill
requires that state entities receiving a Charter
School Program grant describe how they will
ensure that all charter schools receiving CSP
funds through its grant will meet the edu-
cational needs of students with disabilities and
english language learners.

In my view, these improvements to the Fed-
eral Charter School Program enhance quality,
accountability, and equity for charter schools
participating in the federal CSP program and
ensure that only states with strong oversight
will receive CSP federal dollars.

In my congressional district, public charter
schools like IDEA public schools are trans-
forming lives. Under the extraordinary leader-
ship of Tom Torkelson and JoAnn Gama,
IDEA public schools are closing achievement
gaps, increasing high school graduation rates,
and preparing students for college and ca-
reers. At this time, | personally want to thank
them for their outstanding work in the Rio
Grande Valley of South Texas.

In closing, | commend Chairman KLINE and
ranking member MILLER for their tremendous
leadership on this bipartisan bill and urge my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to sup-
port the passage of H.R. 10.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Chair, |
rise in strong support for H.R. 10, the Student
Success and Opportunity through Quality
Charter Schools Act, and the promise that
charter schools hold to ensure that all stu-
dents are able to reach their full potential.

Let me also take this opportunity to con-
gratulate Washington State and the eight char-
ter schools that have been certified to open in
the state within the next two years, including
PRIDE Prep Charter School in Spokane.
Washington State has made significant re-
forms to its educational system and should be
recognized for its efforts.

Charter schools are about empowerment
and opportunity. Giving parents the ability to
meet the needs of their children, particularly
those students who are disadvantaged, have
special needs, or are English Language
Learners.

I know firsthand the benefits of a charter
school education. My own son, Cole, was en-
rolled in Apple Tree charter school here in DC
and he flourished. Apple Tree was able to pro-
vide him with an innovative education that was
targeted to meet his needs. All parents should
have this choice and opportunity for their chil-
dren.

H.R. 10 moves us in that direction by en-
couraging states to expand and replicate high
performing charter schools. It gives security to
states and school boards that space will be
available to build schools or rehabilitate them.
Finally, H.R. 10 encourages the distribution of
best of practices to ensure all schools have
access to critical information.

No one in this Chamber would argue that a
strong education system is foundational to
keeping our nation competitive and a leader in
the 21st century and beyond. And, no one will
argue that a strong, quality education for our
children is integral for their growth, their devel-
opment and their success for whatever path
they choose. H.R. 10 takes us toward that

oal.
g | encourage my colleagues to support H.R.
10.

The Acting CHAIR. All time for gen-
eral debate has expired.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chair, I move that
the Committee do now rise.
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The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
MASSIE) having assumed the chair, Mr.
BisHOP of Utah, Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 10) to amend the charter
school program under the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965,
had come to no resolution thereon.

————
CANCER RESEARCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. LANCE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, tonight,
my colleagues and I rise to discuss a
matter that has touched virtually
every family America and is one of the
great public health challenges of our
time—or indeed, of any time—and that
is the challenge of cancer, the diag-
nosis no person wants to hear and the
battle no one should face alone.

From those in treatment to those
working toward prevention to friends
and family dealing with the terrible ill-
ness of a loved one, everyone knows
someone who has been afflicted with
cancer. Cancer has been the great
health menace of the last century.

But now, here in the 21st century,
medical advancement, innovative
treatments, and the genius of many
scientists and medical doctors are ev-
eryday bringing us closer to a cure.

We await the advent of new tech-
nologies and of work here in Congress
to deliver the tools and resources both
to public and to private industry to
spur the research and collaborations
that will change the health of the
world.

It is my judgment that the United
States is really the medical center of
the entire world and that its brilliant
medical doctors and scientists here in
this country will lead the charge in the
new century.

Clinical oncologists are on the cut-
ting edge of that research and are re-
sponsible for many of the advances in
cancer care that are improving the
lives and prognoses for many cancer
patients.

This year marks the 50th anniversary
of the American Society of Clinical On-
cology, a group which represents near-
ly 35,000 oncology professionals across
the world.

When ASCO was founded in 1964, it
dedicated itself to a challenging mis-
sion: a commitment to conquer cancer
through research, education, preven-
tion, and the delivery of high-quality
patient care.

When ASCO was founded, cancer was
widely regarded as an untreatable dis-
ease, with fewer than one-half of pa-
tients alive 5 years after diagnosis.
There was an undeniable stigma associ-
ated with a cancer diagnosis that left
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many patients to suffer in silence, with
minimal support, and worse, few effec-
tive therapies.

But because of the work of pas-
sionate advocates and tireless cham-
pions, the expertise of talented medical
professionals, including those at the
American Society of Clinical Oncology,
today the survival rate is higher than
two-thirds.

Better cancer prevention and detec-
tion, improved care coordination, and
the use of palliative care have proven
to improve patients’ quality of life dra-
matically and to increase survival
rates dramatically.

ASCO has put forward new tech-
nologies such as nanotechnology, med-
ical imaging, and health information
technology that are leading to entirely
new ways to develop therapies. If these
advances are fully realized, people with
cancer will be able to receive more per-
sonalized and more effective treat-
ment.

In my work on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, and particularly on
its Health Subcommittee, I am sure
that the wave of the future is personal-
ized medical care. In a coordinated ca-
pacity, the members of the committee,
and particularly of the subcommittee,
are working together to create that
new wave of the future regarding per-
sonalized medicine.

Federal investments in cancer re-
search have also resulted in a massive
increase in the number and the quality
of treatments available to cancer pa-
tients.

I have the highest confidence in Dr.
Francis Collins and his team at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. I have
toured NIH’s magnificent facility in
Bethesda, the best of its kind on the
face of the Earth. I can report that
some of the best doctors, the greatest
intellects, and dedicated professionals
are working every day to course the fu-
ture of medicine and tackle this ter-
rible disease.

We must continue our Nation’s com-
mitment to NIH to keep the United
States as the global center of medical
innovation.

Yesterday, Mr. Speaker, the chair-
man of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, Mr. UPTON of Michigan, con-
vened a roundtable with many of the
most brilliant doctors regarding issues
affecting the NIH. We were privileged
that Dr. Collins joined us.

But the work will not be done alone
by public entities such as the Federal
Government and NIH. In fact, great
minds from across this Nation and
around the world have brought their
desire to rid the world of cancer to
some of the finest companies on the
forefront of this research.

I am honored to say that many of
these life science leaders in the med-
ical and biopharmaceutical research
and development field call the district
I serve and the State I serve, New Jer-
sey, home. There is work on cancer so-
lutions every day in labs I have the
honor of representing.
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