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killed last week in a possible drive-by
shooting. Leonore was headed home
from an antiviolence charity fundraiser
she helped organize when she was shot
and killed. What a horrible irony.

Leonore devoted her life to ending
the violence on Chicago’s streets. Her
killing rattled the city and her fellow
antiviolence advocates who are deter-
mined to continue to work to stop the
shootings that claimed her and young
Endia. Both Leonore and Endia were
buried on Monday. Please do not let
their deaths be in vain.

To my colleagues, it is past time that
we took action.

———

COMMEMORATING GROUNDBREAK-
ING FOR APSAALOOKE WAR-
RIORS APARTMENT COMPLEX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montana (Mr. DAINES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, today the
Crow tribe will break ground on the
Apsaalooke Warriors Apartment Com-
plex, a 15-room complex that will serve
the homeless veterans of the Crow Res-
ervation.

The Crow Reservation is home to
more than 400 veterans, and far too
many are without a home to call their
own. Unfortunately, this struggle goes
largely unseen. As Crow Vice Chairman
Dana Wilson has said:

Homelessness is invisible because the Crow
always take care of each other. It is not un-
common to see 10 to 20 people living in a
home.

I am grateful to see the Crow Tribe’s
commitment to addressing this prob-
lem and giving our warriors a home of
their own.

I also want to thank Vice Secretary
Shawn Backbone, Vice Chairman Dana
Wilson, Secretary AJ Not Afraid, and
the director of Crow Veterans Affairs,
Paul Little Light, for their efforts to
make this project a reality and to
serve Crow veterans. Your work is
deeply appreciated.

——
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STUDENT LOAN REFINANCING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. TIERNEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of legislation that I filed in the
House this week and Senator ELIZA-
BETH WARREN filed in the Senate. It
would enable tens of millions of stu-
dents, parents, and families to respon-
sibly refinance their student loans.

More and more, constituents are call-
ing, they are emailing, and even ap-
proaching me on the street to share
their stories of how they are buried in
student loan debt. This debt is not only
causing them to put on hold life deci-
sions, such as moving out of their par-
ents’ house or buying a car or pur-
chasing a home and getting married,
but it is also leading some to question
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whether or not they should even enroll
in college or to consider dropping out
because of the pure shock factor of
these looming college loans.

A young woman from Boxford, Mas-
sachusetts, wrote recently. She said to
me:

I pay more than the minimum balance
every month. I sacrifice daily for my loans.
I live at home and have a 50-minute com-
mute to work every day because I cannot af-
ford to live on my own or even with room-
mates. I cannot have the dreams that I have
dreamed all my life. T am 23, and I am al-
ready telling myself that I can’t own a
house, that I will probably never have chil-
dren because I can’t afford to bring them
into the world and take care of them when I
can’t even afford to live myself. That is what
I live with every day, the anger, the depres-
sion, and the disbelief that I am forever
stuck.

Parents are calling and writing me
about the anxiety and concern they
have about the debt their sons and
daughters have accumulated. Some
parents have even delayed their retire-
ment or made early withdrawals from
their 401(k) just to help their children’s
student debt problem.

A mother from Middleton, Massachu-
setts, wrote to me and said:

I have two children with multiple student
loans. It is difficult enough to graduate, find
a job in the field they desire and to pay
loans, rent, and bills, et cetera. Please do all
that you can to make sure rates are not in-
creased. My children may never afford to buy
a house and live the American Dream be-
cause of college student loan debt.

Mr. Speaker, these are just two ex-
amples in my district. There are mil-
lions of others just like them through-
out this country.

Outstanding student loans now total
more than $1.2 trillion, surpassing
total credit card debt. An estimated 71
percent of college seniors had debt in
2012, with an average outstanding debt
of $29,400 for those who borrowed to get
a bachelor’s degree.

Last year, Congress sought to address
the issue of student loan rates, but I
and several others believed that final
bill didn’t go far enough. One of the de-
ficiencies was that it only applied to
new student debt. It did nothing for the
nearly 40 million Americans with exist-
ing student debts.

Our bill simply rights this wrong and
simply gives students the opportunity
to refinance their loan debt at the
same low rate being offered to new bor-
rowers in the student loan program.
Homeowners and businesses are often
able to refinance their debts. Shouldn’t
student borrowers be able to do the
same? We certainly think so.

Our legislation is also deficit-neutral
and paid for by implementing the so-
called Buffett rule, which holds mil-
lionaires and billionaires accountable
to pay their fair share in taxes.

Student loan debt is a crisis all
throughout our country. It is making a
generation of Americans feel like they
are ‘‘forever stuck,”” in the words of my
constituent.

But if the moral imperative isn’t
enough to act, we should be mindful of
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the benefits to the economy as a whole
for allowing students to refinance their
loans. The nonpartisan Congressional
Research Service produced an analysis
of our bill indicating that certain bor-
rowers could save thousands of dollars.
This is a savings that no doubt would
be invested back into the economy.

Last year, the Center for American
Progress estimated that the refi-
nancing of just Federal student loans
would have pumped $21 billion into the
economy.

Mr. Speaker, our bill will benefit mil-
lions of students and their families,
and it will boost our economy. It de-
serves the immediate action of this
House.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 3627. An act to require the Attorney
Gerneral to report on State law penalties for
certain child abusers, and for other purposes.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 48
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Lieutenant Commander Stephen
Coates, Chaplain, United States Navy,
Office of the Chaplain of the Marine
Corps, Greenville, Illinois, offered the
following prayer:

Sovereign Lord, the sound of this
corporate prayer is as nothing com-
pared to the clarion call of Your divine
voice—rolling thunders of justice, re-
sounding echoes of mercy, redemptive
whispers of grace, calm assurances of
comfort, promising songs of hope.

Like Your clear voice, may all words
spoken in this Chamber today accu-
rately reflect the fidelity of honest
conversations between Members, the
brutal wonder of free exchange amid
volitional minds, the compassion of
sincere interactions with constituents
known by name and place, the
hallowedness of solitary, bended-knee
utterances known only to You, and the
sacred thoughtfulness incumbent upon
persons of privilege vested with the re-
sponsibility to weigh the consequences
of matters temporal in light of the
gravity of matters eternal.

May the same purity of passion that
stirred these willing servants to seek
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positions of public protection and pro-
vision empower them this day to honor
You in serving all.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CARTWRIGHT)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARTIN
COBB

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to honor the life of Martin Cobb,
an 8-year-old boy from Richmond, Vir-
ginia, who was taken from us way too
soon. He was Kkilled in a heinous act
while trying to protect his 12-year-old
sister from a violent attacker.

From the very beginning, Martin was
a fighter against all odds, surviving
open heart surgery at 3 months old,
when the doctors did not believe he was
going to make it.

Martin was a student at Elizabeth
Redd Elementary School and he en-
joyed the kind of things that most kids
grow fond of: playing with toy cars and
riding his bike around the neighbor-
hood.

Martin didn’t have a father at home,
and so his mother referred to him as
the ‘“man of the house.” As a loving
son and brother, relatives say he had
the “‘heart of a lion.”

We will always remember him as a
true family man, someone who loved
his sister so much that he gave his life
to protect her. In the face of grave dan-
ger, his only thought, his only instinct,
was to help his sister.

At 8 years old, he may have been
small in stature—some say he looked
no older than 4 or 5—but in his last mo-
ments, Martin showed he was a bigger
man than most men ever dream to be.

We honor Martin by remembering his
incredible bravery. But let us also com-
mit to honoring him by redoubling our
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efforts to foster safer neighborhoods
and communities that produce more
Martins and less assailants. Our chil-
dren should be able to grow up enjoy-
ing childhood, not fearing for their
lives.

In Martin’s front yard there now
reads a sign, ‘“A Real Hero Lived,
Fought, and Died Here.”

Martin may no longer be with us, but
I hope and pray his strength, his cour-
age, and his spirit endure in each and
every one of us.

———

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IN
BUFFALO

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
congratulate three highly impressive
students from City Honors High School
in Buffalo, New York. Seamus Degan,
Rex Herzberg, and Hakeem Salem
made western New York proud by being
selected to participate in the Congres-
sional Science Student Forum, which
was hosted yesterday on Capitol Hill.

In recent months, these students
have worked hand-in-hand with local
researchers at esteemed medical insti-
tutions in western New York, including
Roswell Park Cancer Institute, to re-
search cutting-edge medical issues,
form hypotheses, and conduct hands-on
experiments.

Mr. Speaker, when students start
learning and experimenting with
science, technology, engineering, and

math as young adults, they are cre-
ating a lifelong commitment to learn-
ing and dedication to making a dif-
ference in the future. It is why it is so
critical that Congress provide adequate
funding to STEM education programs
in our schools nationwide.

I commend these students for their
achievement and look forward to hear-
ing more from these promising
innovators in the years to come.

————

SELECT COMMITTEE ON BENGHAZI

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, for nearly 2 years, House com-
mittees have been investigating the
terrorist attack in Benghazi that killed
four brave Americans. These commit-
tees have done good work. However,
many questions remain unanswered as
the White House continues to stone-
wall our efforts by withholding infor-
mation.

National Review
summed it up best:

The White House misled the American pub-
lic about a critical matter of national inter-
est, and it continues to practice deceit as the
facts of the case are sorted out.

That, to answer Hillary Clinton’s cal-
lous question:

What difference does it make?

editors recently
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The administration’s obstruction and
dishonesty are unacceptable and war-
rant a new level of investigation. Cre-
ating a select committee to investigate
this tragedy is long overdue, and with
a former Federal prosecutor such as
TREY GOWDY at the helm, it gives me
great hope that Americans and the
families of the victims will hear the
truth and see accountability. They
want, need, and deserve no less.

——

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT
INSURANCE

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise because today in the House we will
bring up a vote on approximately $310
billion of permanent tax credit extend-
ers, including the very popular re-
search and experimentation credit, a
bipartisan-supported tax extender, but
this is something that is being brought
up without a pay-for at a time when
the United States of America now has
2.6 million citizens who have lost their
long-term unemployment benefits.

In my State of Pennsylvania alone,
we have 125,000 families who lost that
lifeline because, Mr. Speaker, you
refuse to bring this up for a vote be-
cause it doesn’t have a pay-for.

Fair is fair, Mr. Speaker. We support
many of these extenders, but we can’t
leave these American families out in
the cold like this.

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL FOSTER
CARE MONTH

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as
we continue to celebrate National Fos-
ter Care Month, I would like to recog-
nize the dedicated foster families, so-
cial workers, and service providers for
their work to support the nearly 400,000
youth who are part of our country’s
foster care system.

Our Kids of Miami-Dade/Monroe, Fos-
ter Care Review, and CHARLEE of
Dade County are just a few of the many
organizations that work each and
every day in our south Florida commu-
nity to find a stable home with a de-
voted and loving family for our youth.

While May has been designated as
National Foster Care Month, the work
to ensure that every child has a safe
and permanent family does not stop
when the calendar turns. In fact, before
the end of this year, Mr. Speaker, at
least 23,000 of these vulnerable mem-
bers of our society will age out of the
foster care system. Research has shown
that these young individuals are at a
heightened risk of poverty, homeless-
ness, incarceration, and early parent-
hood.

I encourage my congressional col-
leagues and every person across our
Nation to work together so that we can
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