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PUTTING FISH BEFORE PEOPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker,
California is suffering one of the worse
droughts in its history. More than a
half-million acres of the most fertile
farmland in the Nation have been dev-
astated. Some Central Valley farmers
have been notified that they will re-
ceive zero water allocations from the
Federal system. The owners of long-
held water rights are being cut off.

In some communities ‘‘water police”
go from door to door to enforce water
restrictions. Homeowners are forbidden
to water their lawns, except under the
most rigid constraints. Sacramento of-
fers an app so they can turn in their
neighbors to the water authorities.

And yet, knowing full well that we
are facing a devastating drought and
that our dwindling water supply will be
desperately needed by our people this
summer, over the past several weeks
the Bureau of Reclamation has re-
leased 70,000 acre-feet of water from
dams on the American and Stanislaus
Rivers to meet environmental demands
that place fish above people.

This is enough water to meet the an-
nual needs of a city of half a million
people, all sacrificed in order to flush
salmon smolts to the ocean, where
they tend to swim anyway, and keep
the river at the right temperature for
the comfort of the fish.

The releases of this water are so
enormous they are called ‘‘pulse
flows.”” Citizens are warned to exercise
extreme caution on rivers undergoing
pulse flows, so swift is the water cur-
rent they produce as the water rushes
toward the ocean.

Four months ago, Folsom Lake on
the American River was almost empty.
Yet on April 21, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation more than tripled the water
releases from Folsom and Nimbus
Dams from 500 cubic feet per second to
more than 1,500 cubic feet per second
for 3 days. That is about 7,000 acre-feet
of water.

On April 14, a 16-day pulse flow
drained nearly 63,000 acre-feet of water
from New Melones and Goodwin Dams
on the Stanislaus. The irony is that if
we hadn’t built these dams, these riv-
ers would be nearly dry in this drought
and there wouldn’t be any fish.

We cannot demand that our people
discriminate and save and stretch and
ration every drop of water in their
parched homes while at the same time
this government treats our remaining
water supply so recklessly, so irrespon-
sibly, and so wastefully.

This conduct utterly destroys the
credibility of government demands for
stringent conservation and sacrifice by
our people, and it thoroughly under-
mines its moral authority to make
these demands.

Inflexible laws administered by ideo-
logically driven officials have taken
this wastage of water to ridiculous ex-
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tremes, and it cries out for funda-
mental reform. The House twice has
passed such a reform bill, most re-
cently as H.R. 3964, but the Senate re-
fuses to act on it or to pass its own al-
ternative.

Nevertheless, the administration has
the authority to stop these releases
through provisions in the Endangered
Species Act but has failed to do so.

Mr. Speaker, we use the word ‘‘out-
rage’”’ too often on this floor, but in
this case it is an understatement. If a
homeowner is caught with a 1-gallon
puddle on his lawn on the wrong day,
he can be fined. But the government
thinks nothing of flushing 23 billion of
gallons of desperately needed water for
the comfort and convenience of the
fish.

How much longer will the people tol-
erate this kind of mismanagement
from their government? How much
longer will we allow these policies to
threaten the health, safety, and pros-

perity of the human population
throughout these drought-afflicted
lands?

California’s chronic water shortages
won’t be addressed without additional
storage. There are plenty of suitable
sites, but current laws have delayed
them indefinitely and made them cost-
prohibitive.

Until those laws are changed and new
dam construction can begin, our State
and Federal Government have a re-
sponsibility to manage our dwindling
water supply as carefully as we ask our
citizens to do.

The wildly frivolous and extravagant
water releases from our dams last
month make a mockery of the extraor-
dinary sacrifices that our citizens are
making to stretch supplies in this cri-
sis.

Perhaps, at least, these releases will
serve to educate the public on just how
unreasonable these environmental laws
are—and the policymakers responsible
for them.

HONORING NORMAN LUMPKIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to the
life and legacy of veteran newscaster
Norman Lumpkin, who passed away on
Tuesday, May 6. While we mourn the
passing of this pioneer, I am comforted
in knowing that his legacy will live on
through the barriers he broke for Black
journalists in the State of Alabama.

I join with his family, friends, and
former colleagues in remembering Nor-
man Lumpkin for his numerous con-
tributions to the industry.

Norman launched his longstanding
media career by working for radio sta-
tions in Montgomery, Alabama, and In-
dianapolis, Indiana. However, Norman
would rise to prominence when he was
hired in 1969 by WSFA in Montgomery,
Alabama. He was the station’s first
Black reporter and also the first Black
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reporter hired in the Montgomery
media market.

Historian Richard Bailey defined
Norman’s prolific career in 3 words:
“forceful, thorough, and believable.”
Bailey further noted that Norman per-
sonified Black broadcasting. He coined
the phrase, ‘“‘If you don’t want to hear
it on this station, don’t let it happen.”
The phrase represented not only his
thirst for truth but his commitment to
accurate reporting.

Norman was guided by these prin-
ciples when he was assigned to cover
the reelection bid of then-segrega-
tionist Governor George Wallace in
1970. During the race, Norman admit-
ted that fellow reporters would give
him misinformation to embarrass him
in efforts to discredit his journalistic
integrity.

But this passionate advocate for
truth was not deterred. In fact, Gov-
ernor Wallace personally made sure
that Norman was kept abreast of new
developments and campaign events.
Through his extraordinary coverage of
Governor Wallace, Norman not only
earned credibility but a lasting respect
from those in the industry.

His perseverance proved that he was
poised to become one of the best inves-
tigative journalists in the State of Ala-
bama.

Norman Lumpkin also made history
off-camera. He was the first Black
president of the Alabama AP Broad-
casters Association and was inducted
into the National Academy of Tele-
vision and Arts’ prestigious Silver Cir-
cle in 2007.

He eventually left WSFA in 1999 and
became news director at Montgomery’s
ABC affiliate before serving as public
relations director for the Alabama
Highway Department, where he eventu-
ally retired.

Today, I honor Norman Lumpkin for
serving as an impeccable role model
and source of inspiration for genera-
tions of Black journalists who now fol-
low in his footsteps. Those that had the
pleasure of watching him were indeed
inspired by his mere presence. He was
to many a perfect illustration of what
was possible in his field. As he coura-
geously broke barriers, he gave African
Americans a voice in a State that was
still struggling for racial equality.
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On behalf of a grateful Nation and
State, we salute this American hero
and Alabama treasure. Saying thanks
to Norman Lumpkin somehow seems
woefully inadequate, but on behalf of
the countless journalists and media
professionals that you have inspired,
we honor your legacy and your place in
Alabama history.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
mourning the passing of a great vet-
eran journalist, Norman LumpkKkin.

————
NATIONAL NURSES WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, many of you may not be
aware, but this week is National
Nurses Week.

I am honored to be able to stand on
the floor of this great institution to
talk about the nursing profession, what
nurses mean to our health care indus-
try and what nurses mean to each and
every one of us when a family member
is being treated at a time when we need
the most compassion, we need the best
care, and a nurse is the one who steps
into that room and offers that compas-
sion and offers that care on a daily
basis.

I have a special place in my heart for
nurses because my wife, Shannon, is a
nurse, somebody who not only has
served patients in their home, on the
hospital floor, at the beginning of life
and at the end of life, she has also
helped teach the next generation of
nurses.

We, in Washington, hear constantly
about a nursing shortage in this coun-
try; and we, in Washington, need to re-
member that it is up to us to enact
policies and programs that are going to
encourage more young people to go
into the nursing profession.

I want to honor all nurses this week
during National Nurses Week because 1
want to recognize the hard work that
they do and the impact they have, not
only to the nursing profession, but to
America as a whole.

Whether it is the support nurses pro-
vide at major hospitals throughout my
congressional district in central and
southwestern Illinois or in smaller,
critical access hospitals that provide
some of the most localized care in
places like Staunton, Illinois; Clinton,
Illinois; Litchfield; Hillsboro; and even
my hometown of Taylorville, they are
vital to the success of not only the
health care industry they serve, but to
the health of the patients that they are
trained to care for.

As baby boomers continue to retire,
ensuring that we have enough educated
nurses should be one of the priorities of
this institution that I mentioned ear-
lier. We should continue to support
funding for nurse education programs
at all of our universities, colleges, and
hospitals, so that patients can con-
tinue to receive the quality care that
they are used to in our health care de-
livery system.

So happy National Nurses Week, and
thank you to my wife Shannon and to
the nearly 3 million other registered
nurses for all that you do for the
health and wellness of our country.

A special thanks to my wife, Shan-
non. I love you.

———

FIND THE KIDNAPPED GIRLS AND
STOP THE KILLING IN NIGERIA
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from

Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,

among other challenges in this world
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and in this Congress, Nigeria faces a
killing machine. In the last 48 hours,
again, Boko Haram struck and killed
300 people. This killing has been going
on for a minimum of 5 to 10 years.

Yesterday, five Members—five
women of the United States Congress
held this sign to indicate that we, as
mothers, grandmothers, aunts, and
those who care about children, all of
our colleagues stand united to find the
kidnapped girls and to stop the Kkilling
in Nigeria.

We stand united to find the vile and
evil Abubakar Shekau, the head of the
Boko Haram Kkilling contingent. We
saw him most recently grabbing atten-
tion by standing in front of a tank,
holding a gun, and citing the most lu-
dicrous and insulting prospect that one
could hear. He held up $12 and indi-
cated that he would sell the kidnapped
girls.

Mr. Speaker, that is not all that he is
doing. He has been killing and pil-
laging. He has caused parents to have
to, in essence, go after him with sticks
and stones.

Yesterday, we spoke not only with
the leadership at the Nigerian Em-
bassy, a relationship that the United
States prides in terms of the contribu-
tion Nigeria has made, but it is no
doubt that, in this instance, we want
Nigeria to do more and more and more.

We asked, by speaking to the leader-
ship in Nigeria by phone, that Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan stand up and
indicate Nigeria’s commitment to find-
ing these girls and, in essence, bringing
this horror terrorist to justice.

At the World Economic Forum, his
opening remarks did just that. He
spoke about the help that was coming
from the United States, the leadership
of President Obama and Secretary
Kerry, and the other nations that are
coming together to be able to find
these girls.

Outside of Syria and Afghanistan, in
terms of mass killings over the recent
years, this stands, clearly, in the eye of
the storm.

We ask to have created a victims’
fund. We want to be able to ensure that
these parents who are, literally, broken
and the children that may be found—or
the wounded ones—have the oppor-
tunity to be made whole.

We believe that it is important to
create an elite police or military force,
one that is focused to utilize the re-
sources of intelligence and the law en-
forcement resources that are being
sent to Nigeria by the United States.
That deployed elite military and/or po-
lice force—special ops, if you would—
would have the sole purpose of getting
those kidnapped girls.

The reason why this is so very impor-
tant is because Nigeria has porous bor-
ders. There is speculation that these
girls may be in Cameroon, may be in
Chad, may be in Niger, Benin, all
places that will make it even more dif-
ficult to find these innocent children
who simply came to school to be able
to take an exam, so that they could do
better in life.

H3945

How dare we allow this brutal killer
to last much longer without being
brought to justice?

So that elite force would bring this
vile and evil person, who has no intent
to do anything more than to continue
to ramp up his publicity and the
world’s attention to his violence, bring
him now to justice, move quickly uti-
lizing the resources and focusing.

It is also important that all of the
world’s institutions declare Boko
Haram—the ridiculous group that says:
we don’t want any western education,
and all girls should be married—de-
clared a terrorist organization.

It must be done swiftly, so that all
the world’s focus will be on this das-
tardly, devastating, vile leader of this
organization and the organization.

We can collaborate with the African
Union and the U.N. peacekeepers. Then
we want to provide armed protection
for all of the schools as they finish out
or continue their educational training.

Mr. Speaker, let me say to you these
are like the boys and girls that are in
the schools of America right now.
These are primary education children.
These are secondary.

I ask my colleagues to join in the
outrage of this ridiculous and horrible
situation. I ask that we are finding our
girls and capturing this terrorist lead-
er.

———

PUTTING AMERICA BACK TO WORK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, later
today, the Republicans, in violation of
their own rules, are going to push
through a permanent extension of re-
search and development tax credits, at
a cost of $16 billion a year. That is an-
other $16 billion a year of deficit to be
added to the national debt—over the
next 10 years, $160 billion.

Now, that is not to say that research
and development tax credits don’t have
tremendous merit. They can do a great
deal to encourage American innovation
and research, new design, development.
They can boost our economy. They can
help our international competitive-
ness.

Sure, they, among many other pro-
grams and many other investments,
are and can be good for the economy;
but they are going to violate, waive
their own rules, and say: we are not
going to pay for it, we are just going to
magically fund it, and don’t worry
about the new debt and deficit.

Now, the Senate has passed a dif-
ferent version. They have 62 provisions
in their bill, which include energy effi-
ciency, saving consumers money, new
R&D for solar and wind, alternate
fuels, among many, many other things
that they put in there, that they think
also have merit to help consumers,
help boost the American economy.

The Republicans over here say: no,
those other 61 are off the table, unless
you kill or cut some other program. We
can’t afford them.
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