
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2591 March 24, 2014 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiberi 
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Tipton 
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Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 

Vela 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walorski 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Waxman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 

Wenstrup 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
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NOT VOTING—38 

Benishek 
Brady (TX) 
Broun (GA) 
Brownley (CA) 
Camp 
Campbell 
Cárdenas 
Carter 
Costa 
Duckworth 
Ellison 
Flores 
Gingrey (GA) 

Gohmert 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hinojosa 
Holt 
Kingston 
Marchant 
McCarthy (NY) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran 
Olson 
Pastor (AZ) 

Pingree (ME) 
Polis 
Rohrabacher 
Roybal-Allard 
Rush 
Schwartz 
Simpson 
Speier 
Thornberry 
Tsongas 
Visclosky 
Yarmuth 
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A bill to redesignate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 162 Northeast Avenue in 
Tallmadge, Ohio, as the ‘Lance Cor-
poral Daniel Nathan Deyarmin, Jr., 
Post Office Building’.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

LANCE CORPORAL PHILLIP 
VINNEDGE POST OFFICE 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2391) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 5323 Highway N in Cottleville, 
Missouri as the ‘‘Lance Corporal Phil-
lip Vinnedge Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2391 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. LANCE CORPORAL PHILLIP D. 

VINNEDGE POST OFFICE. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 5323 
Highway N in Cottleville, Missouri, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Lance Cor-
poral Phillip Vinnedge Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any references in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Lance Corporal Phillip 
Vinnedge Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ISSA) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 

have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, it is my 

privilege to yield such time as she may 
consume to the gentlelady from Mis-
souri (Mrs. WAGNER), the author of the 
bill. 

Mrs. WAGNER. I thank the chair-
man. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in honor of 
a great American hero. 

On October 13, 2010, Missouri’s Sec-
ond District lost a fearless young man 
when Lance Corporal Phillip Vinnedge 
made the ultimate sacrifice for his 
country while serving valiantly during 
Operation Enduring Freedom in 
Helmand province, Afghanistan. 

Phillip first decided to join the mili-
tary at the age of 10 after witnessing 
the tragic events of September 11, and 
after graduating from Francis Howell 
Central High School in 2009, Phillip en-
listed in the United States Marine 
Corps. 

To those who knew Phillip, his devo-
tion to his country through service and 
sacrifice came as no surprise. He was 
always determined to protect family 
and friends and was a respected leader 
of humble, quiet, and kind nature who 
never sought accolades or recognition 
for his accomplishments. At the end of 
the day, he was happy just reaching his 
own personal goals while serving and 
protecting the country that he loved. 

b 1915 
In addition to his military service, 

Phillip was an outstanding person. He 
always sought exciting adventures and 
new opportunities, from being a Boy 
Scout, an Order of the Arrow member, 
a member of the trap shooting club, a 
wrestler, a welder, and a skydiver 
among many other great things. There 
was no challenge that Phillip would 
back down from. It is for these fearless 
and courageous servants like Phillip 
that we are able to know we are pro-
tected and allowed to enjoy freedom 
and liberty here at home. 

Phillip will be greatly missed by all 
who knew him, but most of all by his 
family: his parents, David and Julie 
Vinnedge; and his brothers, Corey and 
Jason. 

However, despite their grief, the 
Vinnedges continue to work hard to 
honor the memory of Phillip. Phillip 
had always wanted to buy and restore 
an old 1950s pickup truck. Since he 
never had the chance, his parents 
bought a 1951 Chevy and dedicated it to 
their son and other fallen marines. The 
images of the truck resemble events 
from Phillip’s life and ideas that were 
important to him. Julie and David 
Vinnedge now use the truck to promote 
charities such as Toys for Tots, the 
Missouri Military Memorial Founda-
tion, and the Tragedy Assistance Pro-
gram for Survivors. 

The United States of America owes 
Lance Corporal Phillip Vinnedge a 
priceless debt that we will never be 
able to fully repay. Therefore, the least 
I can do as a Representative of the 
United States Congress, it is my honor 
to sponsor H.R. 2391, a bill that names 
the Cottleville Post Office after such a 
genuine, honest, and great young man 
and by immortalizing a hero who gave 
up his life serving a Nation he abso-
lutely loved. I am proud that this legis-
lation will allow the inspiring story of 
Phillip to continue to be told in Mis-
souri’s Second District for a long, long 
time to come. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, I am pleased to join my 
colleagues in the consideration of H.R. 
2391, a bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 5323 Highway N in Cottleville, 
Missouri, as the Lance Corporal Phillip 
Vinnedge Post Office. 

The measure before us was intro-
duced on June 14, 2013, by my col-
league, Representative ANN WAGNER. In 
accordance with the committee’s re-
quirements, the bill before us is co-
sponsored by all members of the Mis-
souri delegation. H.R. 2391 was reported 
out of committee by unanimous con-
sent on March 12, 2014. 

After graduating from Francis How-
ell Central High School in 2009, Phillip 
attended Lewis & Clark Technical 
School for 2 years. Described as loving 
life and the challenges it presented, it 
is no surprise that Phillip enlisted in 
the United States Marine Corps. 

Phillip Vinnedge was assigned to the 
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine 
Division, 1st Marine Expeditionary 
Force based at Camp Pendleton in Cali-
fornia. In September 2010, Lance Cor-
poral Vinnedge’s unit was deployed to 
Afghanistan. Only a month later, he 
was tragically killed on October 13, 
2010, as his unit was conducting combat 
operations in the Helmand province re-
gion. 

While Lance Corporal Vinnedge will 
always be remembered as a marine who 
proudly served his country, those who 
know him best will forever remember 
him for his courageous and competitive 
spirit. Lance Corporal Vinnedge leaves 
behind his loving parents, Dave and 
Julie Vinnedge, and two brothers, 
Corey and Jason. 

Lance Corporal Vinnedge is the re-
cipient of the Purple Heart, Combat 
Action Ribbon, National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, and the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that we pass this 
bill to show honor and appreciation to 
one of our fallen heroes. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
comment just briefly, and I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

First of all, Lance Corporal Phillip 
Vinnedge is among the very first postal 
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namings of the year. No other postal 
namings have occurred this entire Con-
gress except these we are considering 
today for our fallen heroes. It has be-
come clear that the public understands 
the importance of honoring those who 
have served in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
and so we do so today on behalf of the 
several fallen heroes. 

This particular lance corporal, in ad-
dition to being from Missouri, deployed 
from Camp Pendleton in my district 
with the 1st Marine Expeditionary 
Force, a unit that has seen as a per-
centage the greatest amount of losses 
of any unit in the theater of Afghani-
stan or Iraq. The sacrifice of our ma-
rines in this conflict in Afghanistan 
with not a single body of water any-
where around it says a great deal about 
the new marines. 

When Lance Corporal Vinnedge en-
listed, he knew he was joining a force 
that wasn’t waiting for a war in am-
phibious landing craft, but that in fact 
had already been and had fought with 
great distinction in Afghanistan, in ad-
dition to Iraq. He went there to serve 
his country, and he paid the highest 
cost. That is far too often what is hap-
pening around the world. 

On behalf of the marines of Camp 
Pendleton, we have great pride in his 
service, his commitment, and I am 
pleased to urge all Members to vote for 
the passage of the naming of this post 
office after one of our heroes of this 
decade. With that, I urge support of 
this bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ISSA) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 2391. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HHS MANDATES 

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, jobs, 
health care, health insurance, and the 
First Amendment are all on the line 
this week when the Supreme Court 
hears about the threats posed by the 
Obama administration’s HHS mandate. 
The question is simply this: Can the 
government use the threat of crippling 
fines to force the owners of a business 
to violate their own deeply held be-
liefs? 

Two family-owned businesses that al-
ready provide good health coverage for 
their employees believe they should 
not be forced to pay for drugs and de-
vices that are potentially life ending. 
But the Obama administration, which 
has waived or delayed other 
ObamaCare mandates, has fought for 
its HHS mandate all of the way to the 
Supreme Court. If the administration 

gets its way, the good jobs and the 
health insurance these businesses have 
provided may be lost and religious free-
dom will be assaulted. 

The First Amendment protects the 
freedom of Americans to live and work 
according to their beliefs, and the Su-
preme Court must uphold that free-
dom. 

f 

HOBBY LOBBY V. SEBELIUS 

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, tomorrow is a big day for the 
women of this country. The United 
States Supreme Court will hear argu-
ment in a case called Hobby Lobby v. 
Sebelius. 

The Affordable Care Act mandates 
that employer-provided health care 
cover all forms of contraception at no 
cost. However, Hobby Lobby, a for- 
profit corporation, contends that its 
‘‘religious beliefs prohibit it from pro-
viding full coverage.’’ 

I respectfully suggest, Mr. Speaker, 
that what is at stake is not the reli-
gious freedom of a corporation but the 
life and liberty and ability to pursue 
happiness by our daughters, our sisters, 
and our mothers. 

There is no more crucial right for 
women and their families than the 
ability for women to be in control of 
their own bodies. The decision to use 
birth control is a conversation for a 
woman and her physician, not a woman 
and her boss. 

Tomorrow is a big day for the women 
of this country. 

f 

COLD WAR II 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
Russian bear has roared. Bully Putin 
has gobbled up the strategic Crimea. 
The world did little except protest. So 
the bear eyes more sovereign land as 
prey. 

We should not forget that while the 
West watched, KGB Colonel Putin in-
vaded Georgia and stole one-third of 
that nation. The Russians have never 
left. 

Now the persistent, pesky Putin is 
still hungry, and he wants more. Will it 
be Ukraine, Moldavia, Belarus, or our 
NATO ally, Estonia? This is Cold War 
II. It has begun. 

Villain Vladimir holds former Soviet 
Republics hostage because the Ruskies 
control their energy. I was in Ukraine 
when Putin turned off the gas in winter 
to punish the Ukrainians. It was cold; 
it was dark. 

Let us loosen the noose around the 
neck of Ukraine. Sell them our over-
supply of natural gas. Expedite the per-
mits, development, and delivery of U.S. 
natural gas. Send the word over there 
that the gas is coming, the gas is com-

ing. Let the Napoleon of Siberia know 
he has bitten off more than he can 
chew by starting Cold War II. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

CRISIS IN VENEZUELA 

(Mr. GARCIA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, last week 
marked 1 month since Leopoldo Lopez 
was unjustly arrested in Venezuela for 
his role in demonstrations against the 
ineptitude of the Venezuelan Govern-
ment. 

Mr. Lopez is one of the best-known 
prisoners in Venezuela, but he is not 
the only one: 121 people remain behind 
bars; over 2,000 have been detained 
while the democratic protests con-
tinue. 

Despite these arrests, despite the 
hundreds of injured, dozens killed, the 
demonstrations continue. The voices of 
reform will not be silenced. Every day, 
the Venezuelan people are fighting for 
freedom, pleading for a better future, 
demanding their basic rights. 

While much of our attention has been 
focused on the events in Ukraine and 
Russia, few nations are more closely 
tied to our national interests than 
Venezuela. The time for America to act 
is coming. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JANA FALIC 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise tonight to congratulate a dear 
friend and an incredibly kind and com-
passionate woman, Jana Falic, the 
president of Women’s International Zi-
onist Organization, WIZO, U.S.A. 

This Wednesday, March 26, Jana will 
be honored at this year’s annual WIZO 
Gala with the prestigious Joseph 
Handleman Light of Philanthropy 
Award for her outstanding contribu-
tions to securing Israel’s future. 

Through her time, effort, and gen-
erosity, Jana has helped WIZO secure 
the needs of vulnerable Israelis 
through assistance, education, and em-
powerment so that they too can realize 
the hope of a better tomorrow. 

Her philanthropic endeavors are mo-
tivated by her deep affection for the 
democratic Jewish State of Israel and 
have helped improve the lives of so 
many children, women, and elderly 
Israelis. 

I can’t think of anyone more deserv-
ing of this award than Jana Falic, and 
I only regret that I cannot be there in 
person to congratulate this good friend 
of Israel, this good friend of the United 
States. 

Congratulations, Jana. 
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