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It continues funding for the scan-

dalous essential air service that pays 
to fly empty and near-empty planes 
across the country; 

It continues to throw money at all 
manner of expensive and failed green 
energy programs and other forms of 
corporate welfare. 

We are told to be grateful that it 
doesn’t fund other wasteful programs, 
like high-speed rail. But when we vote 
for these appropriations, we are respon-
sible for the money that we waste, not 
the money that we don’t waste. The 
regular order would at least give the 
House a chance to examine and debate 
these questionable programs before we 
cast our vote. But not this process. 

But do not believe for a moment they 
won’t be debated after we have cast our 
votes. This measure will face the full 
light of public scrutiny in the days 
ahead, and that may prove to be very 
harsh, indeed. 
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True, the measure makes some cuts, 
but in many cases it makes the wrong 
cuts. 

For example, although this bill re-
verses the cuts made to disabled mili-
tary veterans’ pensions, it maintains 
the pension reductions for all other 
military veterans—about 82 percent of 
our military retirees. According to 
published reports, over a 20-year period 
a retired enlisted servicemember will 
lose an average of $72,000 of promised 
pension payments and commissioned 
officers will lose $124,000. 

The Payments in Lieu of Taxes, or 
PILT, is not funded at all. That is the 
program that makes up a small portion 
of the revenues that the Federal Gov-
ernment has cost our rural commu-
nities as it has appropriated vast tracts 
of their land. 

To add insult to injury, this bill adds 
roughly $200 million to pay for more 
Federal land grabs, which will cost 
local communities still more of their 
local revenues and economic activity. 

We are promised that PILT funding 
will be restored in the farm bill, which 
is little consolation. That is the bill 
that continues to provide massive sub-
sidies to agribusiness at the expense of 
both taxpayers and consumers. 

I am not unmindful of the challenges 
that faced the Appropriations Com-
mittee—not the least of which is that 
the measure must ultimately have the 
consent of the Senate and the Presi-
dent, which are responsible for the 
most fiscally irresponsible period of 
our Nation’s history. I understand 
that. 

Under our Constitution, a dollar can-
not be spent by this government unless 
the House says it gets spent. The buck 
literally starts here. As long as we con-
tinue to increase spending on frivolous 
programs at the expense of working 
families, and at a time when our accu-
mulated debt threatens to sink what is 
left of our economy, we are clearly 
moving this Nation in the wrong direc-
tion. 

I appreciate the fact this is a bipar-
tisan agreement, but a bipartisan 
agreement that moves our country in 
the wrong direction is still wrong. 

With all due respect, I must dissent. 
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. EARLEAN 
LINDSEY: A TRUE COMMUNITY 
HERO, PRIDE OF THE WEST SIDE 
OF CHICAGO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to a dear 
friend and colleague who passed away a 
few days ago. 

Trying to describe Earlean Lindsey 
for me is not very easy. She was not 
quite old enough to have been my 
mother, although she was ‘‘mother 
like.’’ She was like a big sister. She 
and Nola Bright would look after me at 
conferences and conventions, make 
sure that I ate lunch, had some milk, 
and did not drink too much alcohol. 

I got to know her family, her chil-
dren, and grandchildren. I want to 
thank them for inviting me to partici-
pate in her funeral services. They know 
that Earlean and I were confidants; we 
were like family. 

She was my boss for about 15 years 
during a period when I worked formally 
as executive director of the Westside 
Health Planning Organization. She was 
the board chairman. She was my run-
ning buddy and traveling companion. 
We went all over the United States of 
America helping to organize and imple-
ment program concepts and initiatives 
of the war on poverty, which grew out 
of the civil rights movement—the 
marches, the demonstrations, the 
Johnson era. 

She was with Ernie and Gloria Jen-
kins, Ma Fletcher, Reverend Carter, 
Bertram Mims, Leahmon Reed, Hats 
Adams, John Harris, Joseph Rosen, 
Warner Saunders, and others when we 
organized the Westside Association for 
Community Action. 

Earlean was steeped in her church, 
her family. She believed in God and in 
education. Earlean was the education 
leader for what in the mid-seventies 
and eighties we called District 8 and 
District 9 in Chicago. In a way, she was 
responsible for a Black West Side resi-
dent being appointed to the Chicago 
Board of Education. 

Earlean was one of several Black 
women on the West Side that we called 
our leaders, women like Illinois 
Daggett; Rachael Ridley; Beatrice 
Ward; Ida Mae ‘‘Ma’’ Fletcher; Mary 
Alice ‘‘Ma’’ Henry; Nancy Jefferson, 
who headed the Midwest Community 
Council; Julia Fairfax; Brenetta Howell 
Barrett; Gloria Pughsley; Belle 
Whaley; Rose Marie Love; Rosie Lee 
Betts; Lucy Jean Lewis; Vivian Stew-
art Tyler; Reverend Janice Sharpe; 
Reverend Helen Cooper; Martha Mar-
shall; Commissioner Earlean Collins; 
Congresswoman Cardiss Collins; Alder-

women Deborah Graham and Emma 
Mitts; Representative Camille Lilly; 
Viola Thomas; Senator Patricia Van 
Pelt; Commissioner Barbara McGowan; 
Commissioner Iola McGowan; Mrs. Lil-
lian Drummond; Mrs. Juanita Rutues; 
Mrs. Lucinda Ware; Mrs. Irene Nor-
wood; Representative Annazette Col-
lins; Mrs. Vera Davis; Mrs. Mamie 
Bone; Mrs. Devera Beverly; Mrs. 
Artensia Randolph; Senator Kimberly 
Lightford; Recorder of Deeds Karen 
Yarborough; Mayor Edwina Perkins of 
Maywood, Illinois; Ms. Barbara Minor; 
Mrs. Gus Cunningham; and countless 
other women who have provided leader-
ship and have been actively involved in 
the struggle for self-direction, commu-
nity improvement, and self-determina-
tion. 

Earlean went to city hall, the State 
House, and the White House. Through 
her interactions she walked with kings 
and queens but never lost the common 
touch. 

Earlean’s two main issues were 
health care and education. She was a 
founding member of the Mile Square 
Health Center and the National Asso-
ciation of Community Health Centers. 

I remember a meeting we were hav-
ing at the University of Illinois School 
of Public Health, and as people intro-
duced themselves or were introduced, 
they would always be introduced as 
‘‘doctor’’ or they would say John 
Smith, MSW, or Joy Jones, FACHA. 

When it came Earlean’s time, she 
said that I am Mrs. Earlean Lindsey, 
CSTA. There were a group of medical 
students present. One of them raised 
their hand and said, could I ask Mrs. 
Lindsey a question? Earlean said, glad-
ly. She said, can you tell me what your 
degree stands for, CSTA? I have never 
heard of that one. Earlean said, com-
mon sense, talent, and ambition. 

That is who Earlean was and that is 
what Earlean has always been—strong, 
talented, compassionate, outspoken, 
bossy, sensitive, caring, tireless, fear-
less. Long live the life and long live the 
legacy of Earlean Lindsey. If she was 
here right now, I am sure she would 
join with Representative JIM MCGOV-
ERN and say, don’t cut SNAP. 

Earlean, may you rest in peace. 
f 

RALEIGH HOUSING AUTHORITY/ 
HUD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, at a 
time when the national debt is over $17 
trillion and growing by the second, the 
government continues to borrow and 
spend money that we simply do not 
have. Each day that we do not address 
this problem, the American people con-
tinue to lose faith in Washington’s 
ability to spend their tax dollars wise-
ly. 

Mr. Speaker, one of our jobs as Mem-
bers of Congress is to provide aggres-
sive oversight as to how our tax dollars 
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are being spent by the Federal agen-
cies. The American people already see 
the government take far too much of 
their hard-earned paychecks, and they 
have a right to know how these dollars 
are being spent. 

People across the country are strug-
gling to find jobs and make ends meet. 
Now, imagine how frustrating it is for 
them to find out that some public offi-
cials are making extravagant salaries 
and receiving overly generous com-
pensation packages, partially funded 
by the very dollars that they, the tax-
payers, are sending to Washington. 

What kind of message does that send? 
It makes the public lose faith in their 
elected officials, and it is morally 
wrong. 

Reports in the Raleigh News and Ob-
server indicate that in my home State 
of North Carolina, the executive direc-
tor of the Raleigh Housing Authority is 
paid over $280,000 annually and is also 
allowed to take up to 11 weeks of vaca-
tion and compensation time. The Ra-
leigh Housing Authority is funded 
largely by Federal taxpayer dollars 
doled out by the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. 

The practices at RHA certainly raise 
a red flag about how Federal dollars 
are being spent by local agencies. Last 
week, I requested a Federal audit of 
the RHA to make certain that they are 
adhering to the law. I also joined with 
Senator CHUCK GRASSLEY, who is a 
longtime advocate for oversight of pub-
lic housing authorities, to send a letter 
to HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan re-
questing more answers and documenta-
tion regarding the questionable salary 
and compensation practices at the Ra-
leigh Housing Authority. 

HUD needs to ensure that taxpayer 
dollars are being spent appropriately 
by the RHA and housing authorities 
across the country. HUD funds are in-
tended for affordable housing for those 
in need, not for excessive compensation 
packages. 

The RHA needs to justify their com-
pensation and salary practices. The 
audit should publicize how the RHA 
has spent Federal money, how much is 
wasted, and what and how it can do to 
eliminate further wasteful spending 
while continuing to fulfill its mission. 

Mr. Speaker, government trans-
parency at RHA is not just important 
to my home State of North Carolina 
but to all of our government agencies. 
We are already spending Federal 
money at an unsustainable rate, and 
we need to eliminate areas where tax-
payer dollars are being abused. If we do 
not ensure government transparency 
and cut wasteful spending, we will not 
only lose the faith of the American 
people completely, but our economy 
will continue to spiral downward. 

f 

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, as we meet, 
1.5 million Americans are out in the 

cold, long-term unemployed, and added 
to that total 72,000 each week, an esti-
mated, if we don’t act, 3.6 million by 
the end of this year. Why is this? Part-
ly because of myths, and I want to ad-
dress them. 

Myth one: the need for these benefits 
is over. 

The truth, nearly 38 percent of the 
jobless are long-term unemployed, 
twice the rate when the emergency 
program started. The highest ever re-
corded before this recession was 26 per-
cent of the unemployed were long- 
term. 

Myth two: unemployment insurance 
creates dependency. As Senator RAND 
PAUL claimed, it is a ‘‘disservice.’’ 

The long-term unemployed in these 
eyes need to get off their duffs. It is 
this Congress that needs to get off its 
duff because the overwhelming re-
search rebuts this notion. Indeed, un-
employment insurance helps people 
look for work. People have said, we 
need gas money to go and look for a 
job. Recipients must actively look for 
work under the rules within their 
States. By the way, the average benefit 
is $300 a week. 

Myth three: jobs are there. 
Get off your couch, it said, look. Wal- 

Mart came to D.C., had 600 jobs avail-
able; 23,000 people applied. A dairy in 
Hagerstown, Maryland, reopened; 36 
jobs were available; 1,600 job applica-
tions. There are still 1 million fewer 
jobs today than when the recession 
began in 2007. 

Myth four: North Carolina shows if 
you end unemployment insurance, the 
unemployment rate goes down because 
people go to work. 

That is a myth. The unemployment 
rate in North Carolina went down pri-
marily because people stopped looking 
for work. They gave up. This isn’t 
America. It should not be North Caro-
lina. 

Myth 5: ninety-nine weeks is far too 
many. 

Actually, the program hasn’t had 
this emergency program 99 weeks for 
over 2 years. Last year, the longest was 
73 weeks and only 3 States had that 
level. The average nationwide is 54 
weeks. Now just one of four unem-
ployed receive unemployment benefits 
at all, the lowest on record. 

Myth six: you need to reduce the pro-
gram as the unemployment rate goes 
down. 

That is already done. We have four 
tiers, and already the amount of avail-
able benefits goes down in a State as 
the unemployment rate goes down. 

The next myth: an extension must be 
offset. 

This is an emergency program. None 
of the five UI extensions signed into 
law by President Bush—none of the 
five—was offset. 
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People don’t need it, is the next 
myth. In 2012—this is the Census Bu-
reau information—this program lifted 
2.5 million people out of poverty. 

The next myth, what we need—and 
we hear this all the time—is economic 
growth, not unemployment insurance. 
Well, the GOP has stymied every key 
program to assist recovery, the infra-
structure, whatever. The fact is that 
unemployment insurance helps eco-
nomic growth. The CBO estimates 
200,000 fewer jobs this year without an 
extension. 

As we fight in this institution over 
issues of economic growth, let us not 
punish the long-term unemployed. 

I was reading a statement by the 
president of the conservative think 
tank, American Enterprise Institute, 
an interview with him in October. And 
he said this: 

One of the things, in my view, that we get 
wrong in the free enterprise movement is 
this war against the social safety net, which 
is just insane. The government social safety 
net for the truly indigent is one of the great-
est achievements of our society. And we 
somehow want to zero out food stamps or 
something. It’s nuts to want to be doing 
something like that. We have to declare 
peace on the safety net. 

The Congress needs to act and the 
Republicans need to end their war on 
the long-term unemployed. 

f 

UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. FORTENBERRY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 
we so often use the word ‘‘unemploy-
ment’’ that we lose an understanding 
of its deep social impact. When a per-
son who is really trying very hard, can-
not find good work, it causes much du-
ress, not only to that person and to 
their family, but to society as a whole. 
Work is dignity. Good work unleashes 
the creative potential of the person. 
Unemployment or underemployment so 
often creates a spiraling effect on a 
person’s well-being. 

Part of our job as policymakers is to 
create and support the conditions for 
dynamic economic opportunity. Yet 
Washington continues to deal with the 
unemployment problem through polit-
ical sound bites and simplistic solu-
tions. These are not getting to the 
heart of the problem. 

Across the country, many small busi-
nesses are not creating jobs. Part of 
the reason is the government itself. 
The burden of the health care law, for 
instance, and other regulations have 
dampened entrepreneurial spirit and 
created a great deal of uncertainty in 
the economy. This serious problem 
cannot simply be fixed by an extension 
of unemployment benefits. 

If we want to be further forthright 
and honest about it, this problem is 
deeper than governmental solutions 
and business structure alone. It is a 
fracturing of our society. Many people 
have been left abandoned and have not 
had the gift of a formative community 
around them. They are alone. Mr. 
Speaker, all persons are made for com-
munity; and if someone is cast out into 
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