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the immigration system is broken. 
Both of us believe it needs to be fixed. 
Can the gentleman tell me whether 
there is any likelihood of an immigra-
tion bill coming to the floor anytime 
soon? Again, we have a relatively short 
period of time left to go, and we believe 
this legislation is one of the most im-
portant pieces that are pending on the 
agenda, and I would be, as I told the 
majority leader, very inclined to try to 
work with the majority on behalf of 
the minority, and I know the minority 
would like to get an immigration re-
form bill that we can both agree on 
passed as soon as possible. 

I yield to my friend. 
Mr. CONAWAY. I thank the gen-

tleman for yielding. 
There is nothing scheduled for next 

week, and I would tell the minority 
whip, beyond that I am not aware of 
any further scheduling other than I 
know it is not next week. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. I 
hope if it is not next week, it will be 
soon. I thank the gentleman for his in-
formation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
MARCH 10, 2014 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday, March 10, 
2014, and that the order of the House of 
January 7, 2014, regarding morning- 
hour debate not apply on that date. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COT-
TON). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MILITARY SERVICE IS NOT 
ENTITLEMENT TO CONGRESS 

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, recently 
recorded in political dialogue was a 
statement about one of my colleagues 
somehow feeling that his military serv-
ice ‘‘entitled him to a seat in Con-
gress.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, no one in the military 
feels that their service entitles them to 
anything. I am deeply disappointed in 
the implication that because I served 
my country, I feel entitled to serve in 
this esteemed body—or, for that mat-
ter, to anything. My colleague didn’t 
pledge an oath of service to God and 
country because he felt he would get 
something in return. 

Mr. Speaker, this type of statement 
not only is regrettable, reprehensible, 
and offensive, but it diminishes the 
sanctity of military service and those 
who tirelessly and selflessly dedicate 
themselves to it. 

f 

b 1515 

VETERANS UNEMPLOYMENT 
(Ms. DUCKWORTH asked and was 

given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, the 
unemployment rate for veterans is 
more than 10 percent. 900,000 veterans 
receive food stamps each month. Near-
ly $104 million in food stamps were re-
deemed at military commissaries in 
fiscal year 2013, yet the majority has 
repeatedly failed to bring the extension 
of unemployment insurance to a vote. 

Since it expired last year, more than 
2 million individuals, including 200,000 
veterans, have been cut off from this 
vital lifeline. 

I know firsthand how important this 
program is for hardworking veterans. 
After I completed flight school and re-
turned home to Illinois, I relied on un-
employment insurance to help me tran-
sition back to civilian life. 

The unemployment rate for veterans 
recently separated from the military is 
now sitting at 10 percent. 246,000 vet-
erans who served since 9/11 are now out 
of work. 

For those coming home from Iraq 
and Afghanistan, this transition has 
been especially challenging. They have 
enough to worry about without suf-
fering from cuts to unemployment in-
surance. 

Taking an up-or-down vote on ex-
tending unemployment insurance is 
the right thing to do, Mr. Speaker. We 
need to renew this for those searching 
for jobs and those who are getting back 
on their feet. 

Our veterans and unemployed have 
not given up on finding work, and we 
cannot give up on them. 

f 

MAKE COMMON SENSE CHANGES 
TO END HUNGER 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, House 
Republicans, led by Budget Committee 
Chairman PAUL RYAN, criticize our Na-
tion’s antipoverty programs. Some 
want to drastically change them, and 
others want to eliminate them alto-
gether. Over the past 6 months, we 
have seen $19 billion in cuts to SNAP 
alone, our Nation’s premier antihunger 
program. 

Participation in SNAP reached an 
all-time high a few years ago because 
of the Great Recession, the worst eco-
nomic period since the Great Depres-
sion. That is because people were ei-
ther unemployed or underpaid. 

If you want to reduce SNAP partici-
pation, it is simple: put more people 
back to work and better paying jobs. 
Yesterday, the Center for American 
Progress released a report showing how 
easy one step is. They found that in-
creasing the minimum wage to $10.10 
would move about 3.5 million people off 
of SNAP, simply because they wouldn’t 
need it. 

We shouldn’t arbitrarily cut anti-
poverty programs like SNAP. We must 
make commonsense changes like in-

creasing the minimum wage if we are 
truly going to end hunger in this coun-
try. 

f 

WELCOME HOME STAFF 
SERGEANT NICHOLAS LAVERY 

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Staff Sergeant Nicholas 
Lavery from Medway, Massachusetts. 

Nick graduated from UMass with a 
degree in criminal justice and enrolled 
in the Special Forces in 2007. After 
graduating as a distinguished honor 
graduate from the Special Forces Qual-
ification Course, he became a Green 
Beret. 

There is an excerpt from a letter that 
I wanted to share with you that Nick 
left his loved ones when he first de-
ployed. 

If I should fall, do not let your heart fill 
with sadness. Know that I passed doing what 
I love to do, what I believe in, what brings 
me happiness, that is protecting those who 
cannot fend for themselves, protecting the 
United States of America, and all those who 
I love so dearly. Look back on me with kind-
ness and happiness, be happy knowing that I 
could not have chosen a better way to go. 

With love filling my body for my friends 
and family, I tried to always be there for you 
all. Whether the shirt off my back or some-
body’s teeth, if you needed it, I would get it 
for you. Happiness was brought to me 
through the eyes of my loved ones. Seeing 
you all happy brought me such joy. 

I live for you. I never wanted money, ac-
commodations, or even any sort of recogni-
tion. None was necessary. I hope I served you 
all well. I gave it my all. No need for thank 
you. The pleasure was all mine. 

Mr. Speaker, this weekend, Nick 
Lavery will be coming home, loved, 
alive, and a hero. 

Since enlisting in 2007, Nick has been 
awarded three Purple Hearts. In the 
spring of 2013, Nick and his team were 
involved in a green-on-blue attack, 
which is a strike against coalition 
members by people dressed in their 
own uniform. Nick sustained injuries 
to his right leg during that attack and 
subsequently had it amputated below 
his knee. 

He will receive a Silver Star with 
Valor and a Bronze Star with Valor at 
Fort Bragg on March 27. 

After over a year in Walter Reed, the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 
the town of Medway is proud to say to 
Nick: welcome home. 

f 

PLANT VOGTLE 

(Mr. BARROW of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BARROW of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of the De-
partment of Energy’s recent loan guar-
antee for Plant Vogtle in Burke Coun-
ty, Georgia. Plant Vogtle is the first 
nuclear power plant built in the United 
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States in almost 3 decades, and I am 
proud to represent the district where 
our Nation’s nuclear renaissance has 
begun. 

Throughout my time in Congress, I 
have supported the expanded use of nu-
clear power as part of a comprehensive 
energy policy. Plant Vogtle will not 
only provide safe, reliable energy for 
Georgians, but it will also create the 
kind of good-paying jobs that we need. 

The expansion of Plant Vogtle will 
create 5,000 jobs at the height of con-
struction and 800 permanent jobs after 
construction is complete. 

The Federal Government’s guarantee 
is expected to save Georgia electric 
customers nearly a quarter of a billion 
dollars in interest expense—a direct 
dollar-for-dollar savings for Georgia 
customers, Georgia workers, and Geor-
gia businesses. 

This is exactly the sort of investment 
the Federal Government should be 
making. At virtually no risk to the 
Federal taxpayer, we save money for 
Georgia taxpayers as they pay for the 
infrastructure that will create good- 
paying jobs that support the lifestyles 
of virtually everyone else in the Geor-
gia economy. 

I commend all of the stakeholders for 
coming to this agreement, and I look 
forward to all of the good things that it 
will lead to. 

f 

HONORING REV. DR. LAFAYETTE 
FERNANDEZ CHANEY, SR. 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
with great sympathy and sadness, I rise 
to pay tribute to the late Dr. Lafayette 
Fernandez Chaney, Sr., the extraor-
dinary leader who touched the lives of 
many through his education and reli-
gious endeavors. 

Under his leadership, Damascus Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Houston ex-
perienced tremendous growth, both 
spiritually and financially. The beloved 
Rev. Dr. Chaney was requested to join 
our Lord on Friday, February 28, 2014; 
and he was 96 years old. 

He gained his bachelor of arts and his 
bachelor of divinity from Paul Quinn, 
got a master of arts degree from Texas 
Southern University, studied for his 
doctorate at Baylor, and received his 
doctorate from Texas Southern Univer-
sity. 

He was a teacher. He taught mathe-
matics and science at Moore High 
School. He taught it in Waco at the 
Oakwood Elementary School. He 
taught at Waltrip Senior High School. 
He loved children. 

He was someone who was a builder. 
He had professional memberships in a 
lot of educational associations. He was 
pastor at a number of churches, but his 
greatest gift and his greatest cherished 
memory was the pastorship for 50 years 
at Damascus Missionary Baptist 
Church. 

Even when the church was without a 
home and he had to hold the congrega-

tion together to help build the beau-
tiful church that we have, he was there 
to support and grow that church. 

He, as well, was someone who en-
joyed leadership in a variety of organi-
zations and was courageous enough to 
appoint the first female minister at the 
Damascus Missionary Baptist Church, 
Evangelist LaSandra Easter. 

I enjoyed, Mr. Speaker, my time with 
Pastor Chaney and visiting him at his 
last church commemoration—his anni-
versary and the church anniversary. It 
was my pleasure to be with him to 
share in the glory of the celebration of 
his wonderful life. He has run a great 
race. He has finished the course. He has 
gone on to receive his great reward. 

I ask this body to have a moment of 
silence in his honor. 

Thank you, Reverend Chaney, for 
being a great Houstonian and a great 
Texan and, yes, a great American. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to the late 
Rev. Dr. Lafayette Fernandez Chaney, Sr., the 
extraordinary leader who touched the lives of 
many through his educational and eccliastical 
endeavors. Under his leadership, Damascus 
Missionary Baptist Church in Houston experi-
enced tremendous growth, both spiritually and 
financially. The beloved Rev. Dr. Chaney was 
requested to join our Lord on Friday, February 
28, 2014 as he departed this life at 9:30am. 
He was 96 years old. 

Lafayette Fernandez Chaney, Sr., was born 
March 27, 1917 in Waco, Texas to proud and 
loving parents, Adell and Tom W. Chaney. He 
was educated in the public schools of Waco 
and Le Vega Independent School District, 
graduating from Moore High School in Waco, 
Texas. 

Rev. Dr. Chaney received both his Bach-
elors of Arts and Bachelors of Divinity De-
grees from Paul Quinn College. He received 
his Master of Arts Degree from Texas South-
ern University and studied in the doctorate 
program at Baylor University from 1968 to 
1975. In August 1982, he received his Doc-
torate Degree in Higher Education from Texas 
Southern University. 

Rev. Dr. Chaney taught mathematics and 
science at Moore High School in Waco, Texas 
for twelve years and was principal of Oakwood 
Elementary School in Waco, Texas for eleven 
years. From 1972 to 1986, he taught mathe-
matics and psychology at Waltrip Senior High 
School in Houston. During the same period, 
he was an adjunct professor of mathematics 
and psychology for Houston Community Col-
lege. 

Reverend Dr. Chaney’s professional mem-
berships and honors include: past president of 
Waco Classroom Teachers Association, Waco 
Administrators Association and the Central 
Texas District Teachers Association. In 1965, 
he was nominated for ‘‘Who’s Who’’ amongst 
professional men in Texas. He was a member 
of the American Association of University Pro-
fessors, Phi Delta Kappa and Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternities. 

He was pastor of the following churches: Lit-
tle Tehuacana Baptist Church in rural Waco, 
Texas; Sweethome Baptist Church in Mexia, 
Texas; First Baptist Church in Thornton, 
Texas; Second Baptist Church in Itasca, 
Texas, Shiloh Baptist Church in Madisonville, 
Texas and served as Senior Pastor for 50 plus 
years at Damascus Missionary Baptist Church 
in Houston, Texas. 

He served as Senior Advisor of the Youth 
Convention of the General Baptist Convention 
of Texas, Teacher of the Youth Department of 
the National Baptist Convention of America, 
Director of the Ushers and Nurses of the Inde-
pendent General Association of Texas, mem-
ber of the Evangelical Board of the General 
Baptist Convention of Texas, and President of 
Union Bible College in Houston. 

His crowning glory was completing his life 
as Senior Pastor of Damascus Missionary 
Baptist Church. During this time, he success-
fully held the congregation together during the 
homeless years from May 25, 2003 through 
September 2, 2007, while the church’s new 
home at its current location was being con-
structed. 

Rev. Dr. Chaney also made history by ap-
pointing the first female minister at Damascus 
Missionary Baptist Church, Evangelist 
LaSandra Easter. 

Mr. Speaker, Rev. Dr. Chaney lived a con-
sequential life and made a difference. He has 
run the great race; he has finished the course. 
He has gone on to receive his great reward: 
a place in the Lord’s loving arms. 

I ask that a moment of silence be observed 
in memory of the Rev. Dr. Lafayette 
Fernandez Chaney, Sr. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION 
THANK YOU 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud President Barack 
Obama for signing the Presidential 
proclamation recognizing March 2014 as 
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. 

I would also like to give a special 
thanks to the 146 Members of Congress 
who signed onto the letter I authored 
and sent to the President requesting 
the issuance of this proclamation. 

Finally, but more importantly, 
thank you to the colorectal cancer 
community who have given their time, 
sweat, and tears to raise awareness 
about prevention and early detection. 
Our efforts have not gone unnoticed. 

This month, the highest office in the 
land, the President of the United 
States, brought national attention to 
our fight. 

What better way to pay tribute by re-
membering those who have lost their 
battles to colon cancer, such as my 
late father, the honorable Congressman 
Donald Payne, Sr., who I followed into 
Congress, who lost his battle with can-
cer 2 years ago today. 

This proclamation honors his mem-
ory and it honors those who are fight-
ing the battle against colon cancer 
today. 

f 

MONEY AND POLITICS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. SARBANES) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address the issue of money 
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