H2154

body politic have identified an aggres-
sive fact-resistant strain of Obama de-
rangement syndrome that affects how
the Republican Caucus views immigra-
tion enforcement.

Remember, the Republicans are cur-
rently sitting on their hands when it
comes to immigration reform because
they say they cannot trust the Presi-
dent of the United States to enforce
immigration laws.

Well, I thought it would be a good
time to offer a quiz to determine just
how fact-resistant the current epi-
demic of Obama derangement syn-
drome really is.

Here we have the last three Presi-
dents of the United States: Bill Clin-
ton, George Bush, and Barack Obama.
Mr. Speaker, let’s test our knowledge
of how much or how little they have
enforced the immigration laws of the
United States during their terms.

Question one: Which President de-
ported a population slightly larger
than the population of the entire State
of Nebraska, with almost 2 million de-
ported so far?

Barack Obama has deported more
people than the number living in the
entire State of Nebraska. No one has
deported more people. A star for first
place goes to Barack Obama.

Question two: Who expanded immi-
gration enforcement by local law en-
forcement a hundredfold? One of these
Presidents expanded the Secure Com-
munities program for deporting immi-
grants who are booked into local jails
from 31 jurisdictions in this Nation to
over 3,000.

And who was that? Yes, President
Barack Obama, another dubious star.

Question number three: Let’s go to
“boots on the ground,” where the im-
migration issue seems to begin and end
for many Republicans. Who spent more
money on immigration enforcement
than all other Federal law enforcement
combined? Well, if you guessed Barack
Obama, you would be right.

Yes, the $18 billion he spends is $3.5
billion more every year than we spend
on the FBI, ATF, DEA, and Secret
Service—all of them combined—in
order to achieve what? Unprecedented
deportations, so he gets another star.

Question four: What crimes are the
most prosecuted crimes in Federal
court? Do you think kidnapping, mur-
der, counterfeiting, political corrup-
tion?

No. Under Barack Obama, the num-
ber one crime prosecuted as a mis-
demeanor is being illegally in this
country. And the number one crime
prosecuted as a felony in Federal
courts is what? Illegal reentry to the
United States. He gets another star.

Finally, for question five, we get to
detention. Which of these Presidents
put more than 420,000 people in deten-
tion in just one single year of his presi-
dency? Yes, arrested and put them in
jail.

President Barack Obama has de-
tained more immigrants in jails, pris-
ons, and detention facilities than any
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other President of the United States of
America.

That is five for five, and it goes to
the deporter-in-chief, Barack Obama;
but because Obama derangement syn-
drome is so fact-resistant, I am not op-
timistic I have convinced anybody this
morning, but tell that to the more
than 5,000 American citizen children
who today sit in foster care because
their moms or dads have been deported.

Mr. Speaker, let’s be clear. The im-
migrant community is organized and
will continue to pressure Republicans
and the President until this unprece-
dented wave of deportation ends.

Republicans can either be partici-
pants in how this country advances
more sensible immigration policies, or
they can just simply sit on the side-
lines while the President does it with
his phone and his pen.

And secondly, if we pass immigration
reform in this body today, most of the
new reforms won’t take place for about
2 years. Obama won’t even be President
of the United States of America.

In fact, if Republicans continue to in-
sist on making immigration reform a
football in their game against the cur-
rent President, they are all but guaran-
teeing that the President in 2 years
will not be a member of your party—
not a member of the Republican
Party—and could very well be the wife
of one of these three gentlemen.

————

HARRY REID V. JUSTIN CARTER
RE: OBAMACARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, in September of 2013, Democrat Sen-
ate Majority Leader HARRY REID
sought to marginalize and denigrate
Americans who believe in America’s
foundational principles by calling them
anarchists and fanatics.
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Their offense? They exercised their
First Amendment freedom of speech
rights by speaking out against and op-
posing ObamaCare and socialized medi-
cine.

In February 2014, Democrat Senate
Majority Leader HARRY REID sought to
marginalize and denigrate Charles
Koch and Dave Koch by calling them
‘“‘as un-American as anyone that I can
imagine.”” Their offense? They exer-
cised their freedom of speech rights by
exposing how badly ObamaCare hurts
millions of Americans.

Also in February 2014, Democrat Sen-
ate Majority Leader HARRY REID bra-
zenly proclaimed that all those pesky
Americans who dare exercise their
freedom of speech rights by com-
plaining about ObamaCare are all tell-
ing lies. Mr. REID said:

There’s plenty of horror stories being told.
All of them are untrue, but they’re being
told all over America.

Mr. REID’s calling Americans liars
puts me in a quandary because north
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Alabama citizens often complain to me
about ObamaCare. Who should I be-
lieve, Senate Majority Leader HARRY
REID or north Alabama citizens?

This week, Justin Carter of C&C Fab-
rication, a 47-year-old family-owned
business in Laceys Spring, Alabama,
told me:

C&C Fabrication was formed by two broth-
ers, Ray and C.M. Carter, in 1967 and is today
a small, family-owned and family-operated
business. Through hard work and strong
leadership, C&C has grown to over 100,000
square feet, with 51 skilled workers. Even as
the ObamaCare corporate mandate has been
delayed, its imminent implementation forces
C&C to make very serious, very real deci-
sions regarding its future. C&C’s health care
premiums increased by over 10 percent in Oc-
tober 2013. C&C has been notified that an ad-
ditional 15 percent increase is coming in Oc-
tober 2014.

These increases will cost C&C almost
$70,000 per year in increased health care pre-
miums alone, and these increases do not
even fully capture the impact of the cor-
porate mandates. In order to fully comply
with ObamaCare, C&C must restructure its
benefits package for all employees, as well as
each worker’s hourly pay rate. These in-
creased costs could rise as high as $160,000
per year.

Failure to comply with ObamaCare will re-
sult in over $120,000 per year in fines for C&C;
however, noncompliance could actually be
the most prudent, most financially sound
method of survival for C&C but at a cost to
its employees in the form of benefit reduc-
tions, many of whom have been employed by
C&C for decades. This would force C&C em-
ployees to the exchanges to buy plans with
worse coverage and with higher deductibles
than is currently provided to them by C&C.

The sad reality is that because of
ObamaCare and uncertain economic times,
C&C will likely have only one feasible choice
for the survival of the company, and that is
to ensure that its corporate size stays below
the limit of 50 employees. While this will ex-
empt C&C Fabrication from ObamaCare and
help it survive, it will also sacrifice the jobs
of valued employees and cap the earning po-
tential of the company, ensuring that this
small business will not grow or create jobs.

C&C has been fortunate to serve the com-
munity into its third generation and has
taken pride in the work it performs. Many
hardworking individuals have given service
to C&C, and, in turn, C&C has done its very
best to provide them with a living. However,
ObamaCare mandates have the potential to
derail C&C’s future and greatly threaten its
survival.

So who is telling the truth about how
badly ObamaCare is damaging Amer-
ica? Justin Carter, a north Alabama
citizen and job creator, or Democrat
Senator HARRY REID, who is desperate
to keep his job even to the point of
denigrating American citizens who
dare to exercise their freedom of
speech rights? Well, I know Justin Car-
ter and the Carter family, and I know
HARRY REID. Quite frankly, I believe
Justin Carter of north Alabama is tell-
ing the truth about ObamaCare hurting
Americans. And, Mr. Speaker, it is not
a close call.

SUPPORTING UKRAINE’S FUTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in continued support of the sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity of
the nation of Ukraine and stand with
the people of that country for their lib-
erty and full human rights.

The first objective of international
efforts to calm Ukraine must be the
overriding goal of no more bloodshed.
The world community of nations must
step up forcefully to affirm Ukraine’s
new government, and not just for the
sake of tomorrow.

Morally, nations that had supported
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin or were
bystanders to communism and Naziism
that slaughtered millions and millions
of people inside those borders owe
Ukraine an historical debt. No place on
Earth suffered more. As the demonstra-
tors on Maidan have proven, tyrants
and corrupt officials couldn’t Kkill
Ukraine’s people’s longing for freedom
and liberty.

This is Ukraine’s moment, and it is a
breakpoint in liberty’s march that his-
tory will judge.

Where do we go from here? Our path
must be diplomatic, economic, humani-
tarian, and military. Diplomatically,
the international community must af-
firm Ukraine and her interim govern-
ment. I commend President Obama and
Secretary Kerry for their leadership.
Yesterday, the OSCE announced that
18 participating countries will send 35
unarmed military observers to
Ukraine. Let them reveal the truth.

Countries with large Ukrainian dias-
pora, like our country, along with Po-
land, Canada, Argentina, Italy, Por-
tugal, Australia, the United Kingdom,
and Kazakhstan, should seek construc-
tive means to help.

Further, the world community and
OSCE should assure sufficient election
monitors are recruited and trained for
the upcoming elections in Ukraine on
May 25. Then, economically, the world
community should proceed to work
through Ukraine’s financial challenges.
However, any financial assistance to
Ukraine should be contingent on repay-
ment, and Ukraine’s new government
must clearly define performance stand-
ards and lay out a reasonable plan to
repay any foreign aid.

Transitioning from a kleptocracy to
a functioning state will require tech-
nical assistance, management exper-
tise, and loaned personnel from govern-
ments throughout the world. In addi-
tion, the United States and other na-
tions should impose targeted financial,
economic, trade, and travel sanctions
on Russian assets on a timetable that
demonstrates our resolve.

The United Nations and global sup-
porters of Ukraine must respond if
Ukraine requests humanitarian relief
to those places most in need. As long
as Russian aggression persists, its par-
ticipation in the G8 should be sus-
pended. And, finally, militarily, the
parties to the 1994 Budapest accords
should enforce that agreement.

In addition, Ukraine exists in an infe-
rior military posture to its more pow-
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erful neighboring states. To remedy
this shortcoming, NATO should create
a new category of provisional member-
ship for nations whose military has
fought alongside NATO member forces
in the war on terrorism. Ukraine has.

As a true borderland region, Ukraine
is positioned to be truly a bridge be-
tween East, West, North, and South in
that most important region of Central
Europe. The free world must walk with
Ukraine as she moves toward a more
free and democratic future. There is no
turning back.

————

SEVENTH CENTURY RELIGIOUS
PERSECUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, much ink
has been used regarding Secretary of
State John Kerry’s comments this
weekend characterizing Vladimir
Putin’s outrageous incursion into
Ukraine as a ‘‘19th century act in the
21st century.” But if we are looking
through the lens of history, it is also
worth noting what a small community
of Syrian Christians has been forced to
endure.

Writing in National Review Online
this week, stalwart religious freedom
advocate Nina Shea authored a piece,
headlined, ‘‘Syrian Jihadists Are Forc-
ing Christians to Become Dhimmis
Under Seventh-Century Rules.” Shea
notes:

The religious persecution in Syria deep-
ened this week, as evidenced by a written ul-
timatum purportedly distributed by the
rebel jihadist group ISIS, Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria, to Christians in the northern
providence capital of Raqqa.

Rejecting conversion to Islam or death,
some 20 Christian leaders of that city held
firm in their faith and submitted to the
Islamists’ demands to live by as dhimmis.

Shea continued to explain the impli-
cations of this status. She said:

Under this arrangement, in exchange for
their lives and the ability to worship as
Christians, they must abide by purported
seventh-century rules of Caliph Umar.

According to the Raqqa ultimatum, these
include bans on renovating and rebuilding
churches and monasteries, many of which
need repair because they have been shelled
and blown up over the past 3 years, and bans
against the public display of crosses and
Christian symbols and the ringing of bells.

She went on to say:

They are forbidden from reading Scripture
indoors loud enough for Muslims outside to
hear, and the practice of their faith must be
confined within the walls of their remaining
churches, not exercised publicly at, for ex-
ample, weddings or funerals.

Many have remarked that Raqqa was
once one of Syria’s most liberal cities.
Its Christian community numbered
about 3,000 before the conflict. They
have since been devastated by violence
and migration. Their exact number
today is unknown.

This month marks the anniversary of
the uprising which eventually spiraled
into the war and violence which has
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terrorized Syria for 3 years now. Mus-
lims and Christians alike have experi-
enced horrific violence. But, as Shea
quotes:

The Christians who remain in Ragqga must
now bear the additional suffering of
dhimmitude.

Their plight, while more stark, given
the official nature of their subjugation,
parallels, in many ways, that of other
besieged religious minorities, specifi-
cally Christians throughout the broad-
er Middle East.

The latest outrage finally garnered a
statement from the Department of
State’s spokesman. But a statement
provides little solace to a people facing
death, forced conversion, or, in the
case of these Christian leaders who re-
fused to abandon their faith, an exact-
ing toll to abide by the dictates of
their conscience.

Such an outrage demands a response
from policymakers and faith leaders
alike. I have joined with Congress-
woman ANNA ESHOO and others in send-
ing a letter to Secretary Kerry urging
the Department of State to cooperate
with a Syria Study Group to be facili-
tated by the Washington, D.C.-based
Atlantic Council. The study group
would be charged with producing a re-
port as quickly as possible that would
help the administration and Congress
identify and implement ways for bring-
ing this crisis to a close in a manner
fully consistent with the interests and
the political transition objectives of
the United States. Surely the protec-
tion of ancient faith communities like
Syria’s Christian community is one
such interest.

Meanwhile, I believe that it is crit-
ical for the faith community in the
West, specifically the Church in Amer-
ica, to find its voice on behalf of our
marginalized and persecuted brothers
and sisters abroad, be they in Syria,
Egypt, or Iraq. I meet regularly with
representatives of these groups. They
are desperate for help, or at least the
solidarity, and they cannot understand
the seeming lack of urgency by their
brethren here in America, and, frankly,
nor can 1.

———

HONORING DALLAS COUNTY HIGH
SCHOOL, ALABAMA’S CLASS 4A
STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS
2014

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 56 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to honor the Dallas
County High School Hornets on win-
ning the State of Alabama title in the
class 4A State basketball championship
on Saturday, March 1, 2014. On behalf
of the Seventh Congressional District,
I pay honor and tribute to the Hornets
for their exemplary athleticism and
teamwork, as well as the outstanding
leadership of Head Coach Willie Moore
and his coaching staff.

Dallas County High School’s basket-
ball championship victory capped off
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