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Mr. POLIS. I thank the gentleman
from California, who has been a tre-
mendous leader in the fight to fix our
broken immigration system, for his
heartfelt comments.

I wanted to quote from last week a
Wall Street Journal op-ed that criti-
cized the Republicans’ failure to act. It
is not every day that The Wall Street
Journal criticizes Republicans with
harsh words. It is kind of one of those
“man bites dog” stories, but they
didn’t mince words. The Wall Street
Journal wrote:

Republicans have killed immigration re-
form for now, but a recent study shows in
the real economy it is needed. The irony is
that many Republicans who support hand-
outs to farmers oppose reforms that wouldn’t
cost taxpayers a dime and would help the
economy.

So rather than help farmers succeed
in the private sector by hiring employ-
ees they want, the Republicans are
seeking to keep them on the public
dole, giving them taxpayer money
rather than allowing them to operate
in the marketplace and sell their prod-
ucts at the market.

The nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office found that the Senate com-
prehensive bill, which H.R. 15 is based
on, would raise wages for Americans by
$470 billion, create an average of 120,000
jobs for American citizens, and in-
crease the growth of our GDP by 3.3
percent.

Polls continue to show that vast ma-
jorities of the American people support
immigration reform—Republicans,
Independents, Democrats, every demo-
graphic, every State supports immaigra-
tion reform. Congress’ failure to act is
becoming inexcusable. Look, if the Re-
publican majority puts together a bill
based on the principles they laid out,
let’s have a floor discussion, and let’s
get something done. If they fail to fill
the promising words of those principles
with an actual bill, then we will take
the only bipartisan bill we have, H.R.
15, and file to discharge it. What does
that mean? That is the only way that
the membership of the House of Rep-
resentatives can bring a bill to the
floor without the Speaker’s blessing.
We would love to work through the
Speaker. We challenge the Speaker to
lead. We applaud, and our new Dem co-
alition put out a statement applauding
the immigration principle, saying we
can find common ground and pass a
bill. But there needs to be a bill. If
there is not, let’s move forward with
the one we have, which would pass to-
morrow on the floor of the House.

I am honored to yield to a leader in
the fight to reform immigration, a co-
chair of the New Democratic Coalition
Immigration Task Force, my col-
league, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. GARCIA).

Mr. GARCIA. I thank the gentleman
from Colorado.

There should be no question by now
that immigration reform is good for
America, and Americans want immi-
gration reform. Nearly 80 percent of
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Americans agree, and up to 70 percent
of Republicans support reform with a
pathway to citizenship. The issue is
not simply about justice and fairness.
It is about ensuring America’s eco-
nomic prosperity.

In Florida alone, legalizing all the
currently undocumented immigrants
would generate $1.3 billion of new tax
revenue and create 97,000 new jobs.

Mr. Speaker, fixing our broken immi-
gration system will help small busi-
nesses expand, foster innovation, in-
crease productivity, raise wages, and
help create thousands of jobs. Com-
prehensive immigration reform makes
all Americans better, makes our coun-
try richer, and makes opportunity for
all.

Mr. Speaker, one of the great trage-
dies of some countries is they fail to
realize what they are truly good at. If
there is something that America is bet-
ter at than any other Nation, it is
making Americans. Throughout the
history of this great Nation, genera-
tion after generation, we have made
new Americans better Americans and a
greater America.

The statement Mr. POLIS mentioned
earlier referring to DREAMers as drug
mules was ludicrous, but doubling
down on those remarks was downright
appalling. You know, the gentleman
from Iowa not only offends DREAMers,
offends the undocumented, he offends
all Americans. In defending this state-
ment, claims have been made that de-
tractors only criticize the choice of
language, and then he goes further by
saying those who attack him simply
won’t engage on the facts.

Well, yes, the choice of words is of-
fensive, and as the son of an immi-
grant, I am offended, but the claims
are also patently false. They shouldn’t
be an excuse for not moving immigra-
tion reform.

I want to thank my colleagues to-
night, and I want to thank the Speaker
for the time. The time has come to
pass immigration reform. The oppor-
tunity is now. Let us not wait. It hurts
our country.

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. UPTON (at the request of Mr. CAN-
TOR) for today on account of illness.

————
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2431. An act to reauthorize the Na-
tional Integrated Drought Information Sys-
tem.

———
A BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on February 27, 2014, she
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presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill:

H.R. 2431. To reauthorize the National In-
tegrated Drought Information System.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 56 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, February 28, 2014, at 9
a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4832. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Pesticides; Satisfaction of
Data Requirements; Procedures to Ensure
Protection of Data Submitters’ Rights [EPA-
HQ-OPP-2009-0456; FRIL-9904-32] (RIN: 2070-
AJ58) received January 30, 2014, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

4833. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 13-176,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4834. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 13-187,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4835. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 13-188,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(d) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4836. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting extension of the waiver of Sec-
tion 907 of the FREEDOM Support Act, Pub.
L. 107-511, with respect to assistance to the
Government of Azerbaijan; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

4837. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 13-186,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4838. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting decisions pursuant to the Iran
Sanctions Act of 1996; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

4839. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting memorandum of justification;
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4840. A letter from the Vice President, Of-
fice of External Affairs, Overseas Private In-
vestment Corporation, transmitting the Cor-
poration’s final rule — Regulatory Flexi-
bility Act certification for proposed amend-
ments to OPIC’s Freedom of Information Act
regulations; Privacy Act regulations; and
Touhy regulations received February 6, 2014,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

4841. A letter from the Chief, Branch of
Permits and Regulations, Division of Migra-
tory Bird Management, Department of the



H2064

Interior, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Migratory Bird Hunting; Revi-
sion of Language for Approval of Nontoxic
Shot for Use in Waterfowl Hunting [Docket
No.: FWS-R9-MB-2011-0077; FF09M21200-134-
FXMBI1231099BPPO0] (RIN: 1018-AY59) received
February 12, 2014, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

4842. A letter from the Acting Chief,
Branch of Listing, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Threatened Status for
Eriogonum codium (Umtanum Desert Buck-
wheat) and Physaria douglasii subsp.
tuplashensis (White Bluffs Bladderpod) and
Designation of Critical Habitat [Docket Nos.:
FWS-R1-ES-2012-0017; FWS-R1-ES-2013-0012]
(RIN: 1018-AX72; 1018-AZ54) received Feb-
ruary 12, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

4843. A letter from the Chief, Branch of En-
dangered Species Listing, Department of the
Interior, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Endangered and Threatened
Wildlife and Plants; Designation of Critical
Habitat for Chromolaena frustrata (Cape
Sable Thoroughwort) [Docket No.: FWS-R4-
ES-2013-0029] (RIN: 1018-AZ51) received Feb-
ruary 12, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

4844. A letter from the Acting Chief,
Branch of Listing, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Designation of Critical Habitat
for Arctostaphylos franciscana (Franciscan
Manzanita) [Docket No.: FWS-R8-ES-2012-
0067; 4500030114] (RIN: 1018-AY63) received
February 12, 2014, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

4845. A letter from the Director, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Pacific Island Fisheries; 2014 Annual Catch
Limits and Accountability Measures [Docket
No.: 131028907-4042-02] (RIN: 0648-XC954) re-
ceived February 12, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

4846. A letter from the Director, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Tanner Crab Area Closure in the
Gulf of Alaska and Gear Modification Re-
quirements for the Gulf of Alaska and Bering
Sea Groundfish Fisheries [Docket No.:
120405263-3999-02] (RIN: 0648-BB76) received
February 12, 2014, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

4847. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Inseason Ad-
justment to the 2014 Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Pollock, Atka Mackerel, and Pacific
Cod Total Allowable Catch Amounts [Docket
No.: 121018563-3148-02] (RIN: 0648-XD060] re-
ceived January 29, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

4848. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the North-
eastern United States; Summer Flounder
Fishery; Commercial Quota Harvested for
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the State of New Jersey [Docket No.:
111220786-1781-01] (RIN: 0648-XD030) received
February 11, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

4849. A letter from the President and Chief
Executive Officer, Little League Baseball,
transmitting the Annual Report of Little
League Baseball, Incorporated for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2013, pursuant to
36 U.S.C. 1084(b); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

———————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. GOODLATTE: Committee on the Judi-
ciary. H.R. 2641. A bill to provide for im-
proved coordination of agency actions in the
preparation and adoption of environmental
documents for permitting determinations,
and for other purposes (Rept. 113-363, Pt. 1).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Natural Resources dis-
charged from further consideration.
H.R. 2641 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mrs. NEGRETE McLEOD:

H.R. 4104. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the 7.5
percent threshold for the medical expense
deduction for people 65 or older; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. MCDERMOTT (for himself, Ms.
DELBENE, Mr. HECK of Washington,
Mr. KILMER, Mr. LARSEN of Wash-
ington, and Mr. SMITH of Wash-
ington):

H.R. 4105. A Dbill to establish a Maritime
Goods Movement User Fee and provide
grants for international maritime cargo im-
provements and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, and in addition to the Committee
on Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. BARR (for himself and Mr.
BERA of California):

H.R. 4106. A bill to provide for the develop-
ment and dissemination of clinical practice
guidelines and the establishment of a right
of removal to Federal courts for defendants
in medical malpractice actions involving a
Federal payor, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in
addition to the Committee on the Judiciary,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself,
Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr.
MCDERMOTT, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms.

NORTON, Mr. POCAN, Mr. PoLIS, Mr.
QUIGLEY, and Ms. SPEIER):

H.R. 4107. A bill to reduce the number of

nuclear-armed submarines operated by the
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Navy, to prohibit the development of a new
long-range penetrating bomber aircraft, to
prohibit the procurement of new interconti-
nental ballistic missiles, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Ms. JACKSON LEE (for herself, Mr.
VARGAS, and Ms. CLARKE of New
York):

H.R. 4108. A bill to establish a grant pro-
gram for nebulizers in elementary and sec-
ondary schools; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, and in addition to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. CAPUANO (for himself, Mr.
LYNCH, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. MAFFEI, Mr.
ISRAEL, Mr. OWENS, Mr. KING of New
York, Mr. GRIMM, Ms. CLARK of Mas-
sachusetts, Mr. FATTAH, Mrs. BUSTOS,
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Ms.
KUSTER, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mrs. CARO-
LYN B. MALONEY of New York, Ms.
KAPTUR, Mr. SWALWELL of California,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
ENYART, Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Ms.
SHEA-PORTER, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr.
CARTWRIGHT, Mr. RUIZ, and Mr. LAR-
SON of Connecticut):

H.R. 4109. A Dbill to require the President to
designate a legal public holiday to be known
as National First Responders Day; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

By Ms. JACKSON LEE (for herself, Mr.
BisHOP of Georgia, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr.
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. RAN-
GEL, Mr. VEASEY, and Mr. GARCIA):

H.R. 4110. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a tax credit to
encourage private employers to hire vet-
erans, to amend title 38, United States Code,
to clarify the reasonable efforts an employer
may make under the Uniformed Services
Employment and Reemployment Rights Act
with respect to hiring veterans, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Ways and
Means, and in addition to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. GRAVES of Missouri:

H.R. 4111. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to implement various re-
forms to the social security disability insur-
ance program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. JACKSON LEE (for herself, Ms.
LEE of California, Mr. HONDA, Ms.
MOORE, and Mr. HASTINGS of Florida):

H.R. 4112. A bill to require that activities
carried out by the United States in South
Sudan relating to governance, reconstruc-
tion and development, and refugee relief and
assistance will support the basic human
rights of women and women’s participation
and leadership in these areas; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. MCNERNEY:

H.R. 4113. A bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to direct the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to consider projects involving
rural communities in the selection of alter-
native water source projects, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. McCNERNEY (for himself and
Mr. GARAMENDI):

H.R. 4114. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit for prop-
erty certified by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under the WaterSense program;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.
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