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had a minimum wage increase and one
didn’t; and there has been no ill effect
in the county that did versus didn’t,
based on raising the minimum wage.

There are 600 economists, including
seven Nobel economics prize winners,
who agree that it will have no or neg-
ligible effect to the increase of jobs;
but everyone agrees, it will help those
people who are currently either living
in poverty, working for minimum
wage—two, three jobs to get by—or
those who are just making above it and
will see that ripple effect.

So there is no question, we need to
give the workers of this country a pay
raise. For all too long, we haven’t done
it. For all too long, we haven’t kept up
with inflation. You simply can’t get by
on roughly $15,000 a year. That $1,250 a
month is impossible.

We are not talking about teenagers.
We are talking about the average per-
son being 35 years old, heads of house-
holds who are working one, two, maybe
three part-time jobs just to get by.

So the Progressive Caucus is here to-
night. And this is why we are talking
not only about what happened at the
union election in Chattanooga, but
about raising the minimum wage.

The Democrats in this House have
initiated a discharge petition to force a
vote. Let us vote, Mr. Speaker. Let us
vote on raising the minimum wage be-
cause if you let us vote, I know there
are enough fair-minded Republicans
that will join with the Democrats in
this Chamber; and we will raise the
minimum wage, but only if we are al-
lowed to.

We are making every effort, and the
Progressive Caucus will continue to do
this. We were the ones who went and
asked the President to raise it for peo-
ple who get Federal contracts, and the
President made that order. We are very
happy the President did that.

But we are going to continue to push
this in every way possible, so that peo-
ple can live comfortably in the middle
class and those who aspire to can get
into the middle class.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I thank you
for allowing the Progressive Caucus to
have this time this evening, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

————
IMMIGRATION REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BYRNE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. PoLis) for 30 minutes.

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, we are here
today as part of the New Democratic
Coalition Immigration Task Force,
which I am proud to cochair along with
my colleagues, Representative GARCIA
and Representative CASTRO.

I am here to discuss immigration re-
form and what the path forward is for
an issue that over 70 percent of the
American people agree, an issue that
right now threatens the security of
this country, that continues to cost
taxpayers money; but with the passage
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of a simple bill that already more than
two-thirds of the Senate has supported
would reduce our deficit by hundreds of
billions of dollars, finally secure our
border, restore the rule of law within
our country, and ensure that, never
again, will we have millions of people
in this country here illegally.

More than a year ago, the New Demo-
cratic Coalition helped pave the way
for immigration reform with the re-
lease of detailed principles on com-
prehensive immigration reform.

Our principles express support for
commonsense reforms that reduce bu-
reaucratic backlogs, reunite families,
create jobs for Americans, and spur
competitiveness.

In August, we issued a letter to
Speaker JOHN BOEHNER, demanding
that he introduce a comprehensive im-
migration reform bill; and if he failed
to do so, we would introduce our own.

Well, no bill was forthcoming, so New
Democratic Coalition members worked
with a diverse group of colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to introduce the
House’s only bipartisan comprehensive
immigration reform bill, H.R. 15, last
October.

Since then, we have met with count-
less stakeholders, from business owners
to law enforcement to agriculture to
the faith-based community, all who
support moving the ball forward and
support our bill, H.R. 15. Businesses,
tech companies, faith leaders, and our
voters are demanding action on fixing
our broken immigration system.

Yet despite a level of consensus rare-
ly seen in our country on an issue—and
rarely seen in Washington on an
issue—the loudest, most extreme
voices on the other side of the aisle
have thus far been successful in pre-
venting this body from acting and solv-
ing a problem that the American peo-
ple want solved.

One of my Republican colleagues
even equated DREAMers—young de
facto Americans who grew up in this
country and know no other country
and want nothing more than to pay
taxes and contribute to make America
better—one of my Republican col-
leagues compared DREAMers with drug
mules, with disparaging remarks about
the size of their calves; and he con-
tinues to refuse to apologize for his
hateful comments.

These kinds of deplorable, intolerant
remarks are dividing our country, but
they should not divide this Chamber.
They should not prevent a common-
sense bill from coming forward.

House Republicans need to reject the
offensive and unproductive rhetoric of
some of their Members and finally
show real leadership on immigration
reform that a majority of Republican
voters support.

The only floor vote that we have
even had this entire legislative session
on immigration was a vote to defund
the Deferred Action program, to defund
the docket program, a vote to deport
DREAMers, to not allow DREAMers to
get right with the law and get a provi-
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sional renewable working permit.
Sadly, that amendment passed the
House.

We were able to stop it. It didn’t hap-
pen. The docket program continues. We
encourage President Obama to extend
the docket program.

But just to show the American people
where Congress is and what the Repub-
licans have done, the only immigration
bill that they have even voted on was
to deport DREAMers. The House ma-
jority can’t continue to sit by and
allow extremists to define their party.

O 1930

Now, the release of immigration prin-
ciples by the Republicans on reform
was a very positive first step, and we
encourage the Republicans to work
with Democrats to construct a bill
based on these principles, many of
which we believe are consistent with
those of the New Democratic Coalition
and consistent with H.R. 15. We are
happy to look at new ideas built on the
principles that we can establish to-
gether and a commitment to fix our
broken immigration system.

But, again, our patience can’t last
forever. If there is continued Repub-
lican failure to bring a bill forward, we
will have no option but to take out a
discharge petition on the only bipar-
tisan bill that exists. If the Speaker
won’t lead, I hope that the membership
of this body will lead, take the agenda
into our own hands, and allow a vote
that will pass, a bill that will then pass
the Senate and be signed by the Presi-
dent.

We are joined by a cochair on the
New Dem Immigration Task Force, a
leader in the fight to reform our immi-
gration system, the Representative
from Texas (Mr. CASTRO.)

I yield to the gentleman from Texas.

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Thank you,
Congressman PoLIs, and thank you for
your leadership on the issue of com-
prehensive immigration reform.

I am proud to join you and Congress-
man GARCIA of Florida as cochairs of
the New Dem Coalition advocating for
comprehensive immigration reform. As
you mentioned, there are very compel-
ling moral and economic reasons for
the United States Congress to pass
comprehensive immigration reform in
the year 2014.

We know, for example, that there are
a handful of American industries, four
or five or six major American indus-
tries, that literally would not exist the
way they do and would not be nearly as
productive as they are but for immi-
grant labor—both legal and undocu-
mented immigrant labor. For example,
we know that about 40 percent of the
tech businesses that have been started
in Silicon Valley have been started by
foreign-born persons, by immigrants.
We know, for example, that with re-
spect to the agricultural industry, they
self-report that 50 percent of their
workers are undocumented, which
probably means that 75 percent of their
workers are undocumented.
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So, on everything from the high-tech
industry to the agriculture industry,
construction and other trades, we can
appreciate, especially myself coming
from the great State of Texas, that
Texas does more trade than any other
State in the Nation. It has the longest
border with Mexico of any State in the
Nation. We can appreciate the role that
immigrants have played in our society
and continue to play in our economy.

I want to share with you, Congress-
man, just a quick story of an immi-
grant that I met recently back home in
San Antonio, because I know that over
the course of this debate there has been
a lot of divisiveness and some dispar-
aging remarks that have been made
about immigrants. The overwhelming
majority of these folks are not people
who come to America to do us any
harm or to commit crimes. These are
people who are fundamentally seeking
a better life in the way that, through-
out the generations, people have come
here to this country.

A few months back, right around the
time of the government shutdown, I
went back home to San Antonio. I was
home for about 36 hours, and my hair
had gotten too long, so I decided to get
a haircut. It was a Sunday, and the
place that I usually go to was closed.
So I drove around and I came to a strip
mall. I was looking for a place that
might be open.

I came across this place called J
Cuts. I went inside and sat down. There
was a woman who welcomed me into
the chair, and she started telling me
her story as she was cutting my hair.
She told me the story of how she ar-
rived in the United States. She said
that she had come from Latin America
I guess about 25 years ago, that she had
come in a raft of inner tubes across the
Rio Grande. She had ended up
marrying—and I imagine, marrying an
American citizen—and becoming a U.S.
citizen.

This woman said that she worked for
a few years cleaning houses and clean-
ing businesses. She had often been
cheated out of money by her employ-
ers. She mentioned that one job that
had promised her $1,000 turned into
$100. After that, she worked at Fan-
tastic Sams and Supercuts, a few
haircutting chains, and that is how she
learned how to speak English.

But the long and short of it is, even-
tually this woman, Ms. Gonzalez, came
to own her own hair salon, became an
entrepreneur, and was now employing
other people. She said her brothers who
also immigrated also were
businessowners now.

So those are very promising and not
atypical stories of immigrants who
come here and are very productive
members of our society and who have a
lot to contribute.

It has been my hope throughout this
debate that, in the rhetoric that comes
out of the United States Congress, we
will realize and acknowledge that im-
migrants play such an important role
in the life of our Nation and that they
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always have, that this is a nation of
immigrants and continues to be a na-
tion of immigrants.

I would also say that there is a scar-
ier day in America than a time when
everybody wants to come here. The
scarier day is a time when nobody
wants to come here, and that is a day
that we should truly be worried about.

Mr. POLIS. I thank the gentleman
from Texas.

The strength of our Nation, a nation
built on immigrants, is that the best,
brightest, and hardest working from
across the world want to move here.
The countries that have a bigger prob-
lem today are those that are losing
those people—not us, the country that
stands to gain some of the best, most
highly motivated and talented people
from across the world, just as my
great-grandparents came to these
shores to make our country stronger. I
know that, by working together, we
can accomplish that.

Have you ever seen the unprece-
dented degree of coalition behind im-
migration reform? Have you ever seen
agriculture, the faith-based commu-
nity, and the business community—and
labor and business together—on an
issue in your time in public service or
before? Have you ever seen that on an
issue?

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. No. You raise
an incredible point. I served 10 years,
five terms in the Texas Legislature.
This is my first term in Congress.

But consider this: Last year, in 2013,
we had what was, on record, the least
productive Congress in American his-
tory. Something like only 58 bills went
to the President’s desk. So you can
imagine in this place there is a lot of
gridlock. The wheels, essentially, in
2013 came to a halt.

But of all of the major issues, immi-
gration reform is the one that had the
most bipartisan support and the
strongest support. And consider this
for a second: I think it was sometime
in the summer the President of the
United States had a press conference
over at the White House, and he had
standing on either side of him the head
of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and
the head of the AFL-CIO. Now, think
about that for a second. How often do
you have the head of the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce and the head of the AFL—
CIO standing next to each other agree-
ing on anything? But that is how deep
and how profound the wide range of
support is for comprehensive immigra-
tion reform.

And it is not just business and labor,
it is people from throughout the polit-
ical spectrum: the evangelical commu-
nity that, quite honestly, has been fair-
ly conservative, so the religious com-
munity and the social advocates who
are ordinarily on the left. It has just
been a wide array of people from
throughout the political spectrum who
have come out in support of com-
prehensive reform, which really begs
the question of why Congress has not
moved on this issue when, on the other
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side, there has been no organized oppo-
sition.

There has been a clear indication
that a majority of Americans support
comprehensive immigration reform,
and so it has left a lot of Americans
wondering why on Earth Congress can’t
pass comprehensive immigration re-
form.

Mr. POLIS. I think most Americans,
like myself, are somewhat offended
that we don’t have the rule of law in
this country. There are millions—10
million, 12 million. We don’t even know
how many people that are here ille-
gally. We don’t know where they are.
We don’t know what they are doing. It
is a security risk. It is an economic
risk. Are they paying taxes? There
have been studies that show they pay
some; they might not be paying others.
We need to fix this.

I have gone to town halls in the most
conservative part of my district, and I
say, is there anyone here who thinks
the immigration system is working
great? I haven’t met a single con-
stituent who does. They want it fixed.
They want to make sure that people
are required to get right with the law
and get in line behind people who did it
the right way and are already in line
for eventual green card or citizenship.

That is exactly what the bipartisan
bill proposes. It provides a way that
people can register with the law, man-
datory workplace authentication to en-
sure that anybody who gets a job going
forward has at least the provisional
status that allows them to have that
job. Only about under 10 percent—I
think it is 8 or 9 percent—of companies
in this country use E-Verify. We need
to improve E-Verify. There is money to
do that in the bill to make sure it is
correct more often. And then, of
course, we need to make it mandatory
along with the route, of course, for the
people that need to go to work the next
day to have the provisional permit that
they need to go to work the next day
and get in line behind other Americans,
other people that are in line for citi-
zenship or a green card.

There are a lot of misperceptions out
there about the bill. One thing that is
important to talk about is that this
bill that is being proposed, the bipar-
tisan immigration reform, H.R. 15, as
well as the Senate bill, don’t confer
citizenship on anybody. Zero people are
made citizens under this bill. That is as
it should be. You don’t want to reward
illegal behavior. What you want to do
is say get right with the law, pay a
fine, a penalty, you violated the law.

What should the penalty be? Pay
that fine, register, and get right with
the law. And do you know what? If you
demonstrate that you have become a
productive American, you learn
English, you have a job, and you sup-
port your family, in 13 years, 12 years,
15 years, you can stand for American
citizenship, take a test and eventually
become an American citizen.

But no one should be rewarded for
violating the law under this bill, and
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no one is. What it does is it creates the
line. What is so frustrating today is
people say, ‘‘Oh, why don’t they get in
line?”’ when, in reality, there is no line.
If you are a parent of an American
child who is growing up here, there is
no line for you to be gone for 20 years
while your child is being raised with-
out you. That doesn’t make any sense.
You have to create a way that we can
do this within the system of law that is
to the benefit of the American people,
prevents people who don’t have docu-
mentation from undermining wages for
other Americans, makes sure that they
can buy their own health care so that
taxpayers aren’t left on the hook for
health care for people that can’t even
buy insurance if they wanted.

There are practical reasons that this
saves money for the average American
family. This helps push up wages for
the average American family. It re-
duces our deficit by hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars. We could use that as a
pay-for. We always look for ways—we
could use that as a pay-for for a tax cut
for the middle class. We could use it as
a pay-for to fund universal preschool.
We could use it as a pay-for to ensure
that we have the military preparedness
we need to meet the challenges of the
21st century or to honor our veterans
who have served us in our recent con-
flicts.

I yield to the gentleman from Texas.

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. You bring up
a wonderful point, which is that you
have got—we have, in our Nation, 10 to
15 million people, undocumented immi-
grants, who essentially are off the
radar that we can’t account for. And so
a large part of this bill is bringing
those people out of the shadows and
making sure that we can account for
their activities, making sure that they
are paying taxes and that they are able
to purchase health care insurance.

Right now, as you know in Colorado,
and certainly we know in Texas, when
somebody shows up at a county hos-
pital and they can’t afford to pay for
their services, their emergency serv-
ices, all of us, as taxpayers, end up pay-
ing those bills, and that includes a lot
of undocumented folks. And those serv-
ices, of course, have to be provided. Ev-
erybody needs to be provided emer-
gency services. So this would be a way
to essentially bring them under the
grid, understand who they are, and
bring them into society’s fold. Those
are definitive benefits of the bill that
Wwe propose.

Mr. POLIS. Another sector it would
be great for is the real estate industry
and homes. Many immigrants who
don’t have their status currently are
forced to rent, sometimes under the
table. They would be able to finance
and buy their own homes, helping to
revitalize areas that have high vacancy
rates and lots of foreclosures. We have
areas in Colorado that continue to be
hit by foreclosures. We would love to
introduce new buyers to those markets
and help ensure that families have
good, stable homes to raise their Amer-
ican children in.
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Another thing that I think a lot of
Americans don’t realize is that in
many cases the children of these fami-
lies are American nationals. So you
might have in one family two Ameri-
cans, one person with a green card, and
two that don’t have paperwork. So
what should the solution be? Should it
be to send all of them to another coun-
try? Are you going to send an Amer-
ican citizen who has never even been to
another country back to another coun-
try because they are an 8-year-old? Are
you going to force them into the foster
care system because you are just tak-
ing the parent?

This country is about family values.
Immigration reform should unite fami-
lies, and we should celebrate what is
the backbone of our strength as a Na-
tion, the American family.

We are joined by another leader in
the battle to replace our broken immi-
gration system with one that works for
our country, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CARDENAS), and I yield to
the gent]leman.

Mr. CARDENAS. I thank the distin-
guished member from Colorado.

I would like to explain a little bit
about why I believe we have the great-
est country on the planet. It is because
people like my parents with only a
first- and second-grade education,
without much opportunity in the coun-
try that they were born and raised in,
started a new life here in the United
States of America, which gave me and
my brothers and sisters, all 11 of us,
more opportunities here in America
than we could have had in my parents’
home country.

Every day I am in this sacred Cham-
ber serving the American people, I
count my blessings. I personally know
what comprehensive immigration re-
form can accomplish, not only for 11
million undocumented people who are
already our neighbors and friends but
for American businesses and the U.S.
economy.

I mentioned about my mother and fa-
ther with a first- and second-grade edu-
cation and how their children got to go
to college. We have doctoral degrees
and master’s degrees and bachelor’s de-
grees. BEvery single one of our house-
holds pays more in taxes today than
my parents ever made in gross income
in any given year. I point that out be-
cause this country was founded on im-
migrants. It is that immigrant spirit
that today is creating more jobs and
American-born citizens. This is a coun-
try where people are given hope. This
is a country where people come from
other parts of the world, and they Kkiss
the ground that they have arrived on
and they love our country. They love
this country. They love what they have
made now their country, and they are
contributors to what is great about
this country, the greatest economy in
the world.

House Republicans have a choice to
make on immigration reform. Are they
going to do what is right for Ameri-
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cans, or will they let anti-immigrant
Members of this Congress, who ab-
surdly call good students right here in
America, the DREAMers, they call
them drug mules, will they let these
people be the messengers of their party
about immigration reform?

That is why the Chamber of Com-
merce and more than 630 business orga-
nizations are urging us, Congress, to
modernize our broken immigration sys-
tem. We must create a less cum-
bersome path to legal immigration.
Improving our outdated system will en-
courage long-term success. Comprehen-
sive immigration reform will attract
young foreign workers who will help
reduce the deficit by as much as $1.2
trillion over the next 20 years. That
improves America. They will help the
economy grow by nearly 5 percent over
the next 20 years. They will jump-start
housing recovery, adding $68 billion
every year to our American construc-
tion economy.

American wages will increase, and
legal immigrants will add more than
$100 billion in tax revenue to benefit all
Americans.

Moreover, attracting the best and
brightest talent abroad will cement
America’s competitiveness in the glob-
al economy for generations to come.
We need to fix this broken immigration
system. We need to stop sending these
bright Ph.D.’s who come to love Amer-
ica, who get the degrees, and then we
just send them home when they want
to stay here and create a company that
will employ American citizens, create
wealth for American citizens right here
on our soil.

Forty percent of Fortune 500 compa-
nies were founded by immigrants or
their children. Tech giants like Google,
eBay, and Intel were founded by first-
or second-generation Americans. These
pioneering companies employ millions
of Americans. Alongside American-
born citizens, immigrants have spurred
significant innovation and conducted
critical research, pushing the United
States forward.

I urge Congress to tackle the bureau-
cratic immigration backlog, reunite
families, and supercharge the economy
for all Americans. Comprehensive im-
migration reform must happen, and it
must be done well, creating a modern
system that is fair and efficient for ev-
eryone. A comprehensive immigration
reform bill will require people who
came here undocumented, yes, to pay
fines; yes, to learn English; and will se-
cure our borders even more than they
are secured today. That is the kind of
comprehensive immigration bill that I
think every American wants to see
happen. Unfortunately, the leadership
of this House of Congress is unwilling
to put that bill on the floor. That is
why I am here today, to urge common-
sense action on the floor of the United
States Congress so we can do what is
best for the economy of the United
States of America, and that is to pass
comprehensive immigration reform.
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Mr. POLIS. I thank the gentleman
from California, who has been a tre-
mendous leader in the fight to fix our
broken immigration system, for his
heartfelt comments.

I wanted to quote from last week a
Wall Street Journal op-ed that criti-
cized the Republicans’ failure to act. It
is not every day that The Wall Street
Journal criticizes Republicans with
harsh words. It is kind of one of those
“man bites dog” stories, but they
didn’t mince words. The Wall Street
Journal wrote:

Republicans have killed immigration re-
form for now, but a recent study shows in
the real economy it is needed. The irony is
that many Republicans who support hand-
outs to farmers oppose reforms that wouldn’t
cost taxpayers a dime and would help the
economy.

So rather than help farmers succeed
in the private sector by hiring employ-
ees they want, the Republicans are
seeking to keep them on the public
dole, giving them taxpayer money
rather than allowing them to operate
in the marketplace and sell their prod-
ucts at the market.

The nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office found that the Senate com-
prehensive bill, which H.R. 15 is based
on, would raise wages for Americans by
$470 billion, create an average of 120,000
jobs for American citizens, and in-
crease the growth of our GDP by 3.3
percent.

Polls continue to show that vast ma-
jorities of the American people support
immigration reform—Republicans,
Independents, Democrats, every demo-
graphic, every State supports immaigra-
tion reform. Congress’ failure to act is
becoming inexcusable. Look, if the Re-
publican majority puts together a bill
based on the principles they laid out,
let’s have a floor discussion, and let’s
get something done. If they fail to fill
the promising words of those principles
with an actual bill, then we will take
the only bipartisan bill we have, H.R.
15, and file to discharge it. What does
that mean? That is the only way that
the membership of the House of Rep-
resentatives can bring a bill to the
floor without the Speaker’s blessing.
We would love to work through the
Speaker. We challenge the Speaker to
lead. We applaud, and our new Dem co-
alition put out a statement applauding
the immigration principle, saying we
can find common ground and pass a
bill. But there needs to be a bill. If
there is not, let’s move forward with
the one we have, which would pass to-
morrow on the floor of the House.

I am honored to yield to a leader in
the fight to reform immigration, a co-
chair of the New Democratic Coalition
Immigration Task Force, my col-
league, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. GARCIA).

Mr. GARCIA. I thank the gentleman
from Colorado.

There should be no question by now
that immigration reform is good for
America, and Americans want immi-
gration reform. Nearly 80 percent of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Americans agree, and up to 70 percent
of Republicans support reform with a
pathway to citizenship. The issue is
not simply about justice and fairness.
It is about ensuring America’s eco-
nomic prosperity.

In Florida alone, legalizing all the
currently undocumented immigrants
would generate $1.3 billion of new tax
revenue and create 97,000 new jobs.

Mr. Speaker, fixing our broken immi-
gration system will help small busi-
nesses expand, foster innovation, in-
crease productivity, raise wages, and
help create thousands of jobs. Com-
prehensive immigration reform makes
all Americans better, makes our coun-
try richer, and makes opportunity for
all.

Mr. Speaker, one of the great trage-
dies of some countries is they fail to
realize what they are truly good at. If
there is something that America is bet-
ter at than any other Nation, it is
making Americans. Throughout the
history of this great Nation, genera-
tion after generation, we have made
new Americans better Americans and a
greater America.

The statement Mr. POLIS mentioned
earlier referring to DREAMers as drug
mules was ludicrous, but doubling
down on those remarks was downright
appalling. You know, the gentleman
from Iowa not only offends DREAMers,
offends the undocumented, he offends
all Americans. In defending this state-
ment, claims have been made that de-
tractors only criticize the choice of
language, and then he goes further by
saying those who attack him simply
won’t engage on the facts.

Well, yes, the choice of words is of-
fensive, and as the son of an immi-
grant, I am offended, but the claims
are also patently false. They shouldn’t
be an excuse for not moving immigra-
tion reform.

I want to thank my colleagues to-
night, and I want to thank the Speaker
for the time. The time has come to
pass immigration reform. The oppor-
tunity is now. Let us not wait. It hurts
our country.

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. UPTON (at the request of Mr. CAN-
TOR) for today on account of illness.

————
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2431. An act to reauthorize the Na-
tional Integrated Drought Information Sys-
tem.

———
A BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on February 27, 2014, she
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presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill:

H.R. 2431. To reauthorize the National In-
tegrated Drought Information System.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 56 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, February 28, 2014, at 9
a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4832. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Pesticides; Satisfaction of
Data Requirements; Procedures to Ensure
Protection of Data Submitters’ Rights [EPA-
HQ-OPP-2009-0456; FRIL-9904-32] (RIN: 2070-
AJ58) received January 30, 2014, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

4833. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 13-176,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4834. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 13-187,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4835. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 13-188,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(d) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4836. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting extension of the waiver of Sec-
tion 907 of the FREEDOM Support Act, Pub.
L. 107-511, with respect to assistance to the
Government of Azerbaijan; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

4837. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 13-186,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4838. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting decisions pursuant to the Iran
Sanctions Act of 1996; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

4839. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting memorandum of justification;
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4840. A letter from the Vice President, Of-
fice of External Affairs, Overseas Private In-
vestment Corporation, transmitting the Cor-
poration’s final rule — Regulatory Flexi-
bility Act certification for proposed amend-
ments to OPIC’s Freedom of Information Act
regulations; Privacy Act regulations; and
Touhy regulations received February 6, 2014,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

4841. A letter from the Chief, Branch of
Permits and Regulations, Division of Migra-
tory Bird Management, Department of the
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