February 27, 2014

Grant that what they say with their
lips they believe in their hearts, and
what they believe in their hearts they
may bring to practice in their lives and
in our Nation.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GALLEGO)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GALLEGO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will now entertain up to 15 re-
quests for 1l-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———

A COMMONSENSE APPROACH TO
REFORMING HEALTH CARE

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, last
week, I held health care town halls all
across my district. Constituents shared
their experience with the President’s
health care law. While parts of the law
have helped a few, a majority of people
have been hurt.

We heard from a mother with a men-
tally ill, disabled son who lost his plan,
small business owners who had to cut
employee hours to avoid the law’s pen-
alties, and even a woman battling can-
cer who is now facing an uncertain fu-
ture because of the law. They aren’t
lying.

Many promises made before the law’s
passage haven’t and couldn’t be kept.
Americans have a right to feel frus-
trated.

It is time Washington stops imposing
a law that is clearly not working. We
were promised lower costs. Instead, the
President’s own analysts reported at
least 11 million people who work at
small businesses will see their pre-
miums climb while their take-home
pay drops.

House Republicans offer a step-by-
step, commonsense approach to reform-
ing our health care system that really
does lower costs, providing access to
quality care that people need.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

We remain focused on policies that
grow the economy and make life better
for all Americans.

———

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC
DIOCESE OF EL PASO

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, El Paso,
Texas, has a rich and vast history span-
ning back hundreds of years. With the
Ysleta Mission established in the 1600s,
it has deep roots in Catholicism, but it
wasn’t until 1914 that the Roman
Catholic Diocese of El Paso was estab-
lished by Pope Pius X.

On March 3, the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of El Paso will celebrate its 100th
anniversary. The diocese provides in-
valuable and multilingual services to
10 counties covering nearly 27,000 miles
of southwest Texas.

From the historic missions Ysleta,
Socorro, and San Elizario, through the
Davis Mountains, and on to the Big
Bend country, the diocese is rich in
history.

While these three missions are a
focal point of the 100th birthday cele-
bration, all the churches in the diocese
play a critical role in their respective
communities and, through these his-
toric missions and the far-flung
churches where priests and nuns still
ride the circuit, the Diocese of El Paso
has a profound impact on young and
old alike.

As a member of the Diocese of El
Paso, I wish them great success over
the next 100 years.

Feliz cumpleanos. Happy Birthday.

———
SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to pass ad-
ditional bipartisan Iran sanctions leg-
islation. While we are all hoping the
diplomatic efforts to address Iran’s nu-
clear program are successful, Congress
must not neglect its responsibility to
be prepared for all outcomes.

Changes to Iran’s nuclear programs
have been minimal thus far, and Iran
continues to assert that it will not dis-
mantle its nuclear facilities. In fact,
Iran’s Supreme Leader himself has pre-
dicted that diplomatic talks ‘“‘will lead
nowhere.”

Iranian state television continues to
air documentaries showing simulated
attacks on Israel and on American
forces as well. Passage of additional
sanctions will demonstrate to the Ira-
nian regime that the American people
will not be swayed by empty rhetoric
or a disingenuous commitment to
peace.

Congress must stand together and re-
inforce our diplomatic quest for disar-
mament with the legislative tools nec-
essary to support this goal.
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PACE FINANCING PROGRAMS

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me
in supporting clean energy initiative
financing programs like PACE to help
people and businesses invest in renew-
able energy and energy efficiency tech-
nologies.

Thanks, in part, to increased energy
efficiency, consumption of energy is
down b5 percent nationally from 2007
levels. However, the growth of new re-
newable energy capacity has slowed
down from 18 gigawatts installed in
2012 to 5.4 gigawatts in 2013, in part,
due to a lack of access to capital.

PACE financing programs allow prop-
erty owners to pay back the costs of
clean energy technologies over longer
periods of time. Property owners can
recoup their investments through prop-
erty assessments.

By encouraging distributed energy
production and energy efficiency, prop-
erty owners quickly increase the value
of their properties. PACE programs are
voluntary, and property owners across
the country are eager to sign up.

———

SMALL BUSINESS JOB
PROTECTION ACT

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, the
President has unilaterally delayed the
employer mandate again. It is hard not
to blame him.

Last week, CMS reported that 11 mil-
lion Americans who work at small
businesses will have higher premiums
because of the President’s health care
law. The employer mandate will make
this bad situation worse.

That might be why the President de-
creed that it will only apply to busi-
nesses with more than 100 employees,
instead of those with 50 employees, as
the law requires, at least for now.

This is a needed temporary reprieve,
but it should be granted by Congress,
not Presidential decree.

The President’s behavior is lawless.
As The Washington Post described it,
the President has shown an ‘‘increas-
ingly cavalier approach to picking and
choosing how to enforce this law.”

I encourage our colleagues to cospon-
sor H.R. 2577, the Small Business Job
Protection Act, which is my bill to per-
manently codify this relief. Let’s not
forget that Congress, not the Presi-
dent, makes the laws.

——————

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND
CRAWFORD W. KIMBLE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to the Rev-
erend Crawford W. Kimble, pastor
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emeritus of the Good Hope Missionary
Baptist Church, which was originated
in Freedmen’s Town in 1872, and my
dear friend. My sympathy to Mrs.
Kimble and all of his family.

Reverend Kimble died earlier this
week in Houston at the age of 95. He
will be laid to rest on Saturday, March
1, 2014.

Reverend Kimble was the fifth of six
pastors at the Good Hope Missionary
Baptist Church. He served as pastor for
approximately 35 years. His dream was
part of the building of Good Hope in its
current location on North MacGregor.

Reverend Kimble was born in Elgin,
Texas, on March 24, 1918, and he fol-
lowed the ministerial paths of both his
father and grandfather. He began
preaching at 33. He started his church
in 1951, and he joined it.

He preached his first sermon in 1959,
and later became the pastor to many
giants of Texas, including the Honor-
able Barbara Jordan, the first African
American TUnited States Congress-
woman from the South, and Dr. Lonnie
Smith, who played an important role
in minority voting rights in primary
elections.

It is astounding to find that prior to
becoming Reverend Kimble, he was in
the newspaper business as an editor of
the Houston Informer. He was also part
of The Kansas City Call, which was the
oldest African American newspaper,
and it ended with The Kansas City Call
that he was a part of.

After more than 30 years in retire-
ment, Reverend Kimble continued to
write. He had many books, and he also
was part of the Crawford W. Kimble
senior living facility, which he lived in
in the Fourth Ward, Freedmen’s Town,
that was named after him by Reverend
Elmo Johnson.

Mr. Speaker, let me just say that
this giant is deserving of our honor and
respect and commendation, and let us
all remember his book, ‘“‘Watch the
Tree, It Might Fall on You.”

Reverend Kimble, may you rest in
peace. God bless you, and God bless
your family.

————
IN SUPPORT OF WOMEN FOR LIFE

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in solidarity with the
Women for Life in Venezuela. These
women, headed by opposition leader
Maria Corina Machado and the wife of
an opposition leader who is in jail,
Leopoldo Lopez, who is also a leader in
this march, they have dressed in white,
and they have carried white flowers as
they march peacefully, demanding that
the Maduro government end its violent
suppression of pro-democracy move-
ments in Venezuela.

In these protests, at least 14 people
have been killed by the state thugs of
Maduro, and many more have been un-
justly harassed, detained, and beaten.
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It is poignant that these women
model themselves after the Ladies of
White in my native homeland of Cuba,
because Maduro seeks to do to the Ven-
ezuelan dissenters what the Castro
brothers do to theirs: silence them
through intimidation.

This is a classic example of an auto-
cratic regime’s false notion that might
is right, but we must show Maduro and
other violators that the world is
watching, and that we will not allow
these transgressions to pass unnoticed.

I stand in solidarity with the Women
for Life in Venezuela, and I urge my
colleagues to do the same.

———

SET ASIDE THE DO-NOTHING
AGENDA

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
on behalf of the 1.9 million unemployed
Americans, including nearly 21,000 in
Nevada, people who are struggling to
put food on the table, a roof over their
heads, and gas in their car.

Despite the daily struggle that these
people have making ends meet while
looking for a new, good-paying job,
House Republicans have refused to
bring a bill to the floor that would ex-
tend their critical lifeline. In fact,
since the beginning of the 113th Con-
gress, House Republicans have failed to
bring a single jobs bill to the floor.

The American people have made it
clear that they want this Congress to
work to find solutions that represent a
balanced approach, not partisan ide-
ology that is out of touch with their
needs and priorities.

I urge House Republicans to set aside
their do-nothing agenda, address the
serious challenges facing our country,
and take meaningful action to achieve
real results for the people we are sent
here to serve.

————
TAX REFORM

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, for
more than four decades I have owned
my own business. I am a business guy,
and I can say with certainty that to-
day’s economy is the hardest economy
our country has seen from a small busi-
ness standpoint.

Taxes and regulations are Kkilling
businesses, stifling growth, and pre-
venting educated, qualified individuals
from becoming job creators them-
selves.

America’s Tax Code deals some of the
harshest penalties for those who con-
tribute most to the economy. We have
the highest corporate tax rate in the
world, and the top wage earners pay
most of the Federal income taxes.

To restore fairness for all taxpayers,
we need to cut the corporate rate to a
real 25 percent, and collapse the cur-
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rent six tax brackets to just two, at 10
and 25 percent.

We need to cut the capital gains tax,
the dividends tax, and eliminate the in-
heritance tax. We need an improved
R&D tax credit to give the American
manufacturers the ability to compete
globally. With these cuts, we need to
ensure that hard-earned taxpayer dol-
lars taken by the IRS are no longer
subject to waste, fraud, and abuse.

In the end, it is about simplifying
and enabling American businesses to
compete worldwide, putting more
money into Americans’ wallets than
Uncle Sam’s, and creating cash flow
and opportunity for America. It is a
winning formula. It has worked before.
Let’s try it again.

In God we trust.

————
0 1215
A LIVING WAGE

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
I signed a discharge petition in an ef-
fort to force an up-or-down vote on leg-
islation that I have cosponsored, and
that is H.R. 1010, the Fair Minimum
Wage Act, which would increase the
Federal minimum wage to $10.10 over
the period of the next few years, giving
up to 256 million Americans a well-de-
served pay raise.

Many Americans who work at the
minimum wage live in poverty; and I
know that there are some in this body,
particularly on the other side, who fun-
damentally don’t even believe that
there ought to be a minimum wage.
That is a minority view.

Republicans and Democrats across
the country believe that not only
should we have a minimum wage, but
that it ought to be increased. A recent
poll showed that 71 percent of Ameri-
cans favor an increase in the minimum
wage.

So for those who believe that there
ought to be a wage that is a living
wage, it has to be a wage that does not
put people in poverty. For that reason,
I urge my colleagues to sign the dis-
charge petition, and let’s have a vote
to give Americans the raise that they
deserve.

———————

CONGRATULATING THE 2014
WINTER OLYMPIANS

(Mr. STEWART asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I want
to congratulate all 230 American ath-
letes who participated in the Sochi
Olympics, and I am proud to say that
15 of these Olympians were from my
home State of Utah and that seven of
them won medals. Through their tal-
ent, their skill, and dedication, they
represented Utah and our country very
well.

These Utah athletes come from very
different backgrounds. Some of them
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