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space shuttle today. My daughter-in-
law, Lindsay, flew combat missions
over Iraq and Afghanistan for the ma-
rines, but she would not have been able
to do so without the women who came
before her, Frances and all the other
members of WASP.

Frances had a fulfilled life. She
began flying at the age of 22 in Atlanta
and would come to be one of only 1,704
women who were accepted to the pres-
tigious Women Airforce Service Pilots,
WASP, out of more than 25,000 women
who had applied for the program.

Frances and other female pilots from
our south Florida community, includ-
ing Helen Wyatt Snapp, Ruth Schafer
Fleisher, Shirley Kruse, and Bee
Haydu, flew more than 60 million miles
between ’42 and ’44.

As the author of the legislation
awarding WASP the Congressional
Gold Medal in the year 2009, I had the
privilege to present the award to
Frances Sargent for her patriotic serv-
ice. The Congressional Gold Medal, as
we know, is the highest civilian award
in the United States; and it was pre-
sented to these women who were the
first females to ever fly military air-
craft. Their missions were mainly com-
posed of safeguarding the U.S. coastal
line so that male pilots could take on
combat roles abroad.

Quite often Frances’ life and that of
her colleagues were on the line with
constant attacks from enemy forces.
The service of the WASPs to the U.S.
military greatly contributed to the tri-
umph and success of the U.S. and our
allies in the defeat of the Axis powers
during World War II.

Frances’ deep passion for flying is
what led her to pursue flight and be-
come part of the prestigious WASPs.
She never sought to break the barriers
for women, but through her service she
demonstrated her excellent skills that
made her as well qualified a pilot as
any of the male pilots in the military.

With her success, and that of her
many other female pilots, more oppor-
tunities then became available for
women in all fields.

After her retirement from WASP,
Frances continued her love of flying by
passing on her skills that she had
gained. She became a professor at my
alma mater, Miami-Dade College,
where she took charge of developing
the aviation program.

South Florida has been blessed to
have had true heroines like Frances
Rohrer Sargent, and we honor the serv-
ice of her and her fellow south Florida
WASP patriots: Helen Wyatt Snapp,
Ruth Schafer Fleisher, Shirley Kruse,
and Bee Haydu.

Aim high. Fly, fight, and win.

———
IMMIGRATION REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, 7
months ago, the Senate passed a bipar-
tisan, comprehensive immigration re-
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form bill, and for 7 months we have
waited.

We have taken over 600 votes in the
House of Representatives this Con-
gress: finding the time to vote 46 times
to overturn Obama administration;
finding the time to pass nine bills that
harm our environment; finding the
time to twice pass bills that weaken
our education system; finding the time
to rename 40 post offices. But we
haven’t taken one vote, not a single
vote, to advance immigration reform.
We simply haven’t found the time.

This despite the support of an over-
whelming majority of Americans. This
despite the support of interests as var-
ied as labor unions and the Chamber of
Commerce, high-tech companies, and
faith leaders. This despite the CBO re-
porting that immigration reform will
provide a much-needed jolt to the
American economy.

With over half of the 113th Congress
behind us, we have ignored one of the
signature issues that the American
people sent us here to solve. Sure, we
have talked about immigration reform.
We have even had our Gang of Eight on
this side of the Capitol; but the old
saying goes: talk is cheap.

Months of discussions by this Con-
gress on one of the most important and
complex issues in a generation have
yielded only one point and one point
only.

The only thing we have decided so far
is that if we take on this issue, if we
pass immigration reform, we will do it
piece by piece. That is it. That is the
only progress this body has made on
this critical issue. We have made no
substantive decisions about the fate of
over 11 million people currently living
their lives in legal limbo in this coun-
try—no substantive decision about
whether their children, many of whom
know no other country than this, will
be sent thousands of miles away to live
in a foreign country, separated from
their families, denied the American
Dream they fought so hard for, or even
whether LGBT families will be torn
apart.

The only progress we can point to at
this time is instead of one large bill, we
have decided on several small bills. If
that is not definitive of a do-nothing
Congress, I don’t know what is.

But, okay, Mr. Speaker, you have
convinced the President. If piecemeal
is the only way we are going to pass
immigration reform, then piecemeal it
is. Here is the most important point.
Where are the pieces? See, here is the
thing: even if you are going to do some-
thing on a piecemeal basis, you still
have got to do the first piece.

The second problem with a piecemeal
approach is that you run the risk of
cherry-picking, pushing through issues
like increased border security, high-
tech visas, while ignoring the harder
decisions like providing a path to citi-
zenship for the millions living in the
shadows.

My friends on the other side of the
aisle have introduced several immigra-
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tion bills this Congress, with a few of
them even passing out of committee;
but not one bill has been offered that
comes close to offering a pathway to
citizenship.

While we may accept the piecemeal
approach for the sake of getting some-
thing done, what we cannot accept—
what we will not accept—is an ap-
proach that leaves a pathway to citi-
zenship on the sidelines, because the
pathway to citizenship remains the
cornerstone of any serious immigration
reform plan. The rest of the immigra-
tion reform structure is built around
that piece. Without it, immigration re-
form will not stand. Without it, our
system will remain broken.

The American people have called on
us to fix our broken immigration sys-
tem. At the very least, we owe it to
them to give it a try. The window is
still open; the opportunity is still
there. We simply need to find the cour-
age to complete the task.

————

REGULATIONS ON COAL-FIRED
POWER PLANTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, the Obama administra-
tion has repeatedly asserted their regu-
lations on coal-fired power plants will
not be a death blow to the industry.
Unfortunately, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s most recently pub-
lished rule for new coal-fired power
plants tells us this claim could not be
further from the truth.

The administration asserts this regu-
lation on new coal-fired plants will
make use of ‘‘adequately dem-
onstrated’” technologies. Well, accord-
ing to the Washington Examiner’s edi-
torial board:

Federal law has long barred the EPA from
mandating industry use of technology that
has not been ‘‘adequately demonstrated” as
ready for commercial use. It is simply ludi-
crous for the EPA to claim in its proposed
new rule that CCS technology has reached
such a point.

Mr. Speaker, this administration is
dead-set on eliminating coal from our
fuel mix without a plan to make up for
the energy that it provides or the jobs
that it supports. It is an anti-energy
agenda that is costing jobs, harming
economic growth, and placing a greater
burden on family budgets. The Amer-
ican people deserve better.

—————
0O 1015
THE LIFE OF EDDIE A. BOGGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I am
privileged to rise to honor a man who
made a difference. I wish to pay tribute
to the extraordinarily generous life of
American patriot Eddie Boggs, an ex-
ceptional educator and music man
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from Sylvania, Ohio, and Toledo. Eddie
was a man held in particular affection
by the thousands of people whose lives
he touched so positively. Some said his
being embodied the Midwestern caring
spirit we each wish that we could ema-
nate to those whose paths we cross.

Eddie was actually born in Soldier,
Kentucky, and came north to attend
the University of Toledo, where he re-
ceived his master’s degree and devoted
his life to teaching and to his family.
He was a musician and a composer, a
great humanitarian, and an indefati-
gable social studies teacher who was
recognized as Educator of the Year in
2005.

The Toledo Blade says of his life:

His smile, his sparkling blue eyes, his
servant’s heart and infectious love of
life is the Eddie that we remember.

He was an educator on so many levels
for nearly four decades, inspiring and
caring about thousands and thousands
of his students and fellow citizens.

Even after retiring from teaching, he
did not really stop working. Eddie be-
came a licensed tour guide. An engaged
citizen, he made the extra effort year
after year when he was a teacher and
afterwards to bring hundreds and hun-
dreds of students from Timberstone
Junior High, for example, to visit the
Capitol. It was always a grand and un-
forgettable occasion. Eddie would
stand outside the east front here with
his guitar, winding his way among hun-
dreds and hundreds of students and
begin singing, and his resonant and
clear voice would filter across the Cap-
itol lawn. It always seemed the sun was
shining as the students gathered under
the oak trees and the linden trees.
These were unforgettable moments.

In Eddie’s so-called retirement, he
also furthered his love of music by per-
forming nationally with the New
Christy Minstrels. He composed songs
of his own. He played over a thousand
songs. His music never stopped. He was
one of the best known entertainers in
northeast Ohio and southeast Michi-
gan. Eddie’s wife, Chris, stated:

Eddie got 26 hours out of a 24-hour
day. That is how Eddie was, a positive
man.

In addition to teaching and per-
forming, Eddie contributed mightily to
the community through fundraising,
and through the Christmas season he
would organize a Christmas variety
show that would raise more than
$250,000 for area charities. This man
was a real citizen.

Mr. Speaker, Eddie is a gift that
keeps on giving for us who had the joy
of knowing him and sharing in his life.
Our thoughts and prayers are with his
family: his wife, Chris; his daughters,
Allison, Sara, and Grace; his grand-
children, Landon, Jackson, Kate,
Grant, and Nola; his mother, Pearl; and
mother-in-law, Pat; his brothers and
sisters and extended family. Eddie’s
music will always play in our hearts.
He lifted us to be a better and more
caring people.
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May God give his family comfort, and
may Eddie’s life inspire others to emu-
late his goodness.

[From Toledo Blade, Jan. 11, 2014]

EDDIE A. BOGGS, 1945-2014, MUSICIAN HAD
POSITIVE VIEW ON LIFE

(By Mark Zaborney)

Eddie A. Boggs, 68, a longtime Sylvania ed-
ucator and a musician who became one of
the best known entertainers in northwest
Ohio and southeast Michigan, died Thursday
in Ebeid Hospice Residence, Sylvania.

Mr. Boggs learned in May, 2013, that he had
non-Hodgkins’ lymphoma, his wife, Chris,
said. Through treatment and hospital stays,
he performed when he could, most recently
Dec. 7 in Fayette, Ohio. Since retiring in 2007
from education, he toured regularly as a
member of the New Christy Minstrels, the
folk-style group formed in the early 1960s. At
the hospital for a biopsy and spinal tap, he
asked whether he’d be able to make a Dec. 31
flight.

“That was his way of coping,” his wife
said. ‘‘Eddie got 26 hours out of a 24-hour
day. That’s the way Eddie was, a positive
man.”

Also in retirement, Mr. Boggs was a li-
censed guide, leading tours to Washington—
often by school groups—and other destina-
tions.

Most nights, weekends, and summers
throughout the last 40 years, Mr. Boggs per-
formed in public, singing the songs he wrote
or the 1,000 he memorized, playing guitar or
banjo or mandolin, and connecting with au-
diences.

“I always know there’s somebody out there
who can play greater or sing it better than
me, but nobody who loves it more than me,”’
he told The Blade in 2008. ‘I guess the music
is the vehicle, the means to an end to reach
out to people.”

Mr. Boggs organized an annual Christmas
season variety show, which raised more than
$250,000 for area charities, and a family-
friendly New Year’s event in Sylvania for
several years. He also established the Lake
Erie West Hall of Fame for the performing
arts.

He was master of ceremonies for Sylvania’s
annual fall festival.

“Everywhere he went,
him,” his wife said.

In 2007, he was among local finalists in the
Jefferson Awards for Public Service.

‘‘He was a positive, outgoing individual,”
Sylvania Mayor Craig Stough said. ‘‘He was
positive in his outlook to everybody.”’

Mr. Boggs became a social studies teacher
at McCord Junior High School in 1973 and,
later, a guidance counselor at Timberstone
Junior High School. He was recognized as an
“‘educator of the year’ in 2005.

‘“He went that extra mile to make sure
that new kid or teacher felt welcomed,” his
wife said.

He was born Aug. 10, 1945, in Soldier, Ky.,
to Elmer and Pearl Boggs. The family moved
north, and he was a graduate of Mansfield
High School. A counselor told him he wasn’t
smart enough for college. He went to work in
the steel mill—but he took the night shift
while attending the Mansfield branch of Ohio
State University.

“That’s why he went into education—he
said he didn’t want anybody to ever hear
they weren’t good enough to do something,”
his wife said.

After two years, he transferred to the main
campus in Columbus and received a bach-
elor’s degree. He also had two master’s de-
grees from the University of Toledo.

Surviving are his wife, Chris Boggs, whom
he married Sept. 20, 1991; daughters, Allison
Boggs, Sara Roemer, and Grace Barton;

somebody knew
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mother, Pearl Boggs; sister, Ernestine
Obney; brothers, Carl, Verlin, and Glenn
Boggs, and five grandchildren.

Visitation will be from 2-8 p.m. Sunday in
the Walker Funeral Home, Sylvania Town-
ship. Services will be at 11 a.m. Monday at
Flanders Road Church of Christ, where he
was a member.

The family suggests tributes to the Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma Society.

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT
INVESTIGATOR ADAM SOWDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FLORES) for 56 minutes.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Adam Sowders, ser-
geant investigator with the Burleson
County Sheriff’s Department.

On December 19, 2013, Sergeant
Sowders was killed in the line of duty.
Sergeant Investigator Sowders passed
away due to wounds he received while
serving a search warrant with a team
of deputies in Burleson County, Texas.

Adam graduated from Somerville
High School in 2001, and like his father
and his brothers, he became a volun-
teer firefighter at the Somerville Fire
Department.

He ©began his career with the
Burleson County Sheriff’s Department
as a patrol deputy in 2006 after serving
as an officer with the Somerville Po-
lice Department.

Sergeant Investigator Sowders was
loved and respected by his community,
by his friends, and by his family. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily and his friends.

Today, we honor and remember
Adam for putting himself in harm’s
way for the good of his neighbors, his
family, his friends, and his community.
We thank him for his service and his
sacrifice for public safety. He devoted
his life to public safety and to being a
first responder, and he will be forever
remembered as an outstanding indi-
vidual who lived to selflessly serve his
community.

Adam was a model public servant,
however; and, more importantly, he
was a servant leader who modeled the
words of Jesus in John 15:13, which
states:

Greater love hath no man than this, that
he lay down his life for his friends.

His death marks the 17th first re-
sponder lost in the line of duty in the
17th Congressional District of Texas
since the time I was sworn in in Janu-
ary 2011.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to close by
reminding all Americans to continue
praying for our country and for our
American men and women who serve in
our military and for our first respond-
ers. Their selfless service protects our
lives, our freedoms, and our liberties
from both internal and external dan-
gers.

God bless our first responders and our
troops, and God bless America.
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