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have taken turns hosting players and
families for a weekend of festivities
surrounding a youth hockey tour-
nament. It is understood to be the
longest uninterrupted exchange of its
type in international competition.

Mr. Speaker, this tournament brings
back special memories for me. As a
youth, I can recall the bus rides to
Canada and the warm hospitality of
the families who welcomed my broth-
ers and me into their homes. It was and
remains more than a hockey game. It
represents the genuine affection Amer-
icans and Canadians have for each
other, expressed through the rich tradi-
tion of friendly competition and the
great game of ice hockey.

Mr. Speaker, the 50th anniversary of
this very special engagement will be
celebrated this weekend in Philadel-
phia. I hope this wonderful tradition
continues with similar enthusiasm for
the children of the children who will
compete.

———
0 1745
EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, on Friday, people all over the world
will be celebrating Valentine’s Day, a
day of romance when we express our
gratitude to the ones we love. We look
forward to our chocolate, our candy,
our flowers, and our cards.

With that said, Mr. Speaker, the
women in our lives deserve more—
equal pay for equal work. When our
mothers, our daughters, our sisters put
in a hard day of labor, they should re-
ceive the dignity and equity that they
earn. Fair pay is the best gift we could
give women and the families they cher-
ish.

——————

VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND
EMERGENCY PERSONNEL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, the Internal Revenue
Service on Monday issued final regula-
tions regarding the treatment of volun-
teer firefighters and emergency per-
sonnel under the employer mandate
provision of the President’s health care
law, the Affordable Care Act. The agen-
cy determined that volunteer fire-
fighters and emergency personnel will
not be treated as full-time employees
under the law, which I was pleased to
hear.

Over 97 percent of Pennsylvania’s fire
departments and 90 percent nationwide
are served by community volunteers.
Today, by protecting these organiza-
tions from being defined as employers,
they will no longer be forced to provide
health insurance to their volunteers or
face the threat of penalty, which would
be devastating.
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As a firefighter and EMS volunteer
since 1983, I joined friend and colleague
from Pennsylvania, Congressman LOU
BARLETTA, along with numerous col-
leagues in the House, to force action
from the IRS on this matter.

While this decision is long overdue, it
is the right one. Our local emergency
volunteer organizations now have the
certainty knowing they will have the
money to keep our communities safe.
Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, this is
just a small fix to a massive law that
is imposing economic harm on millions
of businesses and families. Our work
remains.

———

CHARLES DARWIN

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the birth of Charles Darwin
205 years ago tomorrow and to call at-
tention to a resolution I have intro-
duced with a number of other Members
marking his birthday as ceremonial
Darwin Day.

Through his work, Darwin discovered
that the drive for survival of each spe-
cies produces an evolution by natural
selection. This discovery fundamen-
tally changed our understanding of the
world. It paved the way for innumer-
able advancements in the fields of med-
icine, technology, and education. With-
out his recognition that natural selec-
tion enables increasing complexity, our
comprehension of the world around us
would be vastly poorer.

To me, Charles Darwin represents
much more than a discovery or a the-
ory. He represents a way of thinking, a
philosophy. His approach to life and to
the world around him should be cele-
brated as much as his discoveries. It
was his thirst for knowledge and his
scientific approach that led to new
truths that enabled him to uncover the
theory of evolution. This lesson is as
valuable as the discovery he made and
the explanations he gave.

Thinking like a scientist is all too
absent from our public dialogue, and
this is why we should continue to cele-
brate Darwin as a master of clear, evi-
dence-based thinking. We, in this
House, would do well to emulate his vi-
sion and his thinking, and I urge my
colleagues to join me in marking Dar-
win Day.

———

FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF
FLIGHT 3407

(Mr. COLLINS of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, tomorrow, on February 12,
2014, we honor the fifth anniversary of
the crash of Flight 3407 in Clarence
Center, New York, and remember the
50 men and women and the one unborn
child who died that tragic night.
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As Hrie County executive, I was on
the scene following the crash, and wit-
nessing the grief of the victims’ fami-
lies will remain with me forever.
Flight 3407 families had their loved
ones ripped away in such a horrible and
preventable accident, but with grace
and courage, these families turned
their loss into a crusade to make the
skies safer for all of our families.
Against very steep obstacles, Flight
3407 families prevailed and forced Con-
gress to pass legislation requiring air-
lines to put well-trained pilots in every
cockpit.

On the fifth anniversary, we remem-
ber those who died that night and ex-
tend our gratitude to their families for
fighting to make sure their loved ones
did not die in vain.

———

BREAST CANCER MORBIDITY
RATES

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day in Memphis at 10 o’clock, I will be
holding the first of a series of health
forums on issues of importance to the
people of the Ninth District. The one
on Thursday will be on the racial dif-
ference in breast cancer morbidity. A
New York Times story told of a study
which showed that African American
women have a greater likelihood than
Caucasian women of dying from breast
cancer in Memphis than any other city.
We will have a panel to discuss it and
try to find ways to have people get
mammograms, change their diets, and
see their physicians.

Under the Affordable Care Act, you
don’t have to pay a copay or a deduct-
ible to get preventative care. The Af-
fordable Care Act could reverse that
morbidity difference in Memphis. Peo-
ple need to get their mammograms.

People can go to community health
centers that have been funded through
the Affordable Care Act to get mammo-
grams, watch their diet, and reverse
this horrible trend. I encourage people
to come to the Church Health Center
on Union at 10 o’clock Thursday morn-
ing in Memphis to learn about this
problem.

————
HUMAN RIGHTS IN BAHRAIN

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise in solidarity with the
people of Bahrain as they mark the
third anniversary of the February 2011
popular protest. More than 200,000 peo-
ple took to the streets to demand basic
human rights and government protec-
tion.

Sadly, this anniversary will not be
one of celebration. Rather than seeing
a move toward reform, systematic
human rights abuses and restrictions
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continue, and freedom of association
and expression have been curtailed
drastically. Human rights defenders
are jailed for life for peacefully calling
for reform, while police officers con-
victed of torturing a prisoner to death
are allowed to walk free.

As home to the 5th Fleet and thou-
sands of U.S. servicemembers, the U.S.
has an obligation to call on the govern-
ment of Bahrain to enact meaningful
reforms and adhere to its international
human rights commitments. In the
midst of increasing instability, it is
time for the U.S. to hold its ally ac-
countable and consider a contingency
plan for a removal of the 5th Fleet.

————
MARRIAGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DESANTIS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
HUELSKAMP) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to visit with
you this evening. I know many of my
colleagues would like to visit about a
very, very important topic; and that is
the topic of marriage. We are currently
in the midst of National Marriage
Week, which is a global effort with 16
other countries to promote marriage.

I think we are going to hear tonight,
Mr. Speaker, some very important in-
formation on how important marriage
is to our culture, to our families, to
our society and, most importantly, in
my mind, to our children.

So first I would like to yield to the
Congresswoman from Minnesota (Mrs.
BACHMANN) to speak on this topic.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Representative HUELSKAMP for
sponsoring this important topic this
evening on National Marriage Week.

It is fitting and proper that we would
set aside this period of 1 hour to focus
on the institution that is the funda-
mental grounding institution of the
United States of America. There are
various units of government. We, here,
are in the well of the greatest delibera-
tive body that the world has ever
known, the House of Representatives.
That is at the Federal Government
level. We have b0 State governments
here in the United States. We have nu-
merous county governments and nu-
merous cities across the United States,
but the fundamental institution, the
fundamental unit of government is the
family unit, and the family unit begins
with husband and wife.

Mr. Speaker, this isn’t a creation of
the Republican Party. Marriage isn’t a
creation of Western civilization or of
the United States of America. Mar-
riage, as an institution, was created by
none other than the Creator of man-
kind itself, a Holy God, the God of the
Bible, and it is stated very clearly in
the book of Genesis that after God cre-
ated man and woman, He then created
the institution of marriage, and He cre-
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ated it for a very simple reason: it is
because God had a plan for man in the
future, and that was through the prop-
agation of the human race.

So as we are here talking about mar-
riage this evening, my colleagues who
will be joining us on this floor, we are
here not to condemn anyone. My par-
ents were married and then were di-
vorced and then were remarried again,
and that is a story that is repeated not
just in America but in families across
the world.

We are here not to condemn tonight
because even though God creates an in-
stitution 1like marriage, and even
though men and women can mess up
and not necessarily fulfill what God
had hoped for—God says He hates di-
vorce, but it does happen—God is also
the god of a second chance, and He
gives people that opportunity, once
again, to go back into a relationship.

So an institution that is meant for
our good, it is one that, in fact, has
been for good. It is good for man, good
for woman, but most of all, good for
the children that come from that
union.

My husband and I are thankful that
we have been blessed with five biologi-
cal children. We have been privileged
to serve as foster parents to 23 wonder-
ful foster children. But you see, Mr.
Speaker, without the umbrella and the
protective element of marriage, that is
the greatest security blanket that any
child could ever know, to know that in
their life, there is a mom or there is a
dad that is crazy about them.

Many, many women raise children on
their own in this country. Many men
are raising children on their own. But
we know that it is this fundamental in-
stitution of marriage that is the bed-
rock institution of this land, and so we
are here tonight, as imperfect and
filled with mistakes as we are—again,
not condemning. We are here to lift up
and support and encourage this won-
derful gift given to us by the Creator
but given to us for our good and for the
building up of this country.

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Congresswoman
BACHMANN, I appreciate your leader-
ship on so many issues. One of the in-
spiring parts of your life, to me, is you
and your husband’s efforts as foster
parents. You have stories to share
about the many children. Acting as a
family, mom and dad to these kids, it
sure must have made a difference in
their lives.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Well, it really is
something, and we had seen another
couple in our church that were serving
as foster parents. That is really what
induced us to take on foster parenting.
Our hearts broke when we saw the lives
of some of these kids, and we knew we
weren’t perfect people. We knew we
didn’t have the perfect marriage, but
we thought we could offer something
into the lives of these kids.

One thing my husband said is, every
child needs to know that at least one
person is committed to them and at
least one person is crazy about them. It
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isn’t to take away from the foster chil-
dren’s biological parents. Families go
through rough patches. Families have
challenges. Marriages have challenges.
Nothing is perfect, and we are not
standing up here saying any of us are
perfect because we aren’t, but what we
do know is that a perfect God created
a pretty good institution, and that is
marriage, and that is the one thing
that we felt that we could offer to our
foster children.
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We are an example of two very imper-
fect people in an imperfect home, but
we were able to offer that model of
what God had created, and that is
bringing man and woman together, be-
cause we each, we are two whole peo-
ple, but when we come together in mar-
riage, we are stronger than two people
together. So it is a very unique, three-
stranded cord.

So I thank you for this opportunity.

Mr. HUELSKAMP. As you Kknow,
there are many parts of the country
where we are short of foster parents,
foster families. If there is one thing
you can say to a couple considering
that, what would your advice be?

Mrs. BACHMANN. I would say think
about it. It is not for everyone. But if
you don’t think you can do it—we
didn’t before we were foster parents.
We took in one child, a beautiful girl.
We took her from a homeless shelter,
and we had the experience. It was good.
We got a phone call from an agency,
would we take another? We thought,
okay, we will take another. And then
we got a phone call, would we take an-
other? And we took another. We got a
phone call, would we take another? At
that point, we didn’t have enough
places around the dining room table, so
we blew out a wall and made the dining
room bigger. And we just kept taking
children into our home.

What we found—it was amazing.
What I would say to parents is you will
be amazed how your heart can expand.
And it is all good, so I just encourage
people to consider being foster parents.

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Congresswoman
BACHMANN, I appreciate your leader-
ship both personally and here in Con-
gress. So thank you for your time this
evening.

Next, I would like to yield to a col-
league, a freshman from California. I
might remind the body that five Jus-
tices on our U.S. Supreme Court appar-
ently didn’t think California voters
should decide some issues of marriage.
But Congressman DoUG LAMALFA is be-
coming a leader here in Congress on
that issue. I would like to yield to him
and his thoughts on the issue of mar-
riage, families, and protecting our chil-
dren.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate my colleague from Kansas (Mr.
HUELSKAMP) leading on this very im-
portant topic here tonight, especially
given that this is, indeed, International
Marriage Week culminating on Feb-
ruary 14, Valentine’s Day. I am also
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