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Flight 3407 crashed in western New 
York. This was a tragedy that took so 
many people far too soon and changed 
a community forever. 

The cause of the crash was found to 
be pilot and crew error, with fatigue 
being a contributing factor. In an in-
spiring act of love, the families of 
those lost formed as impressive an ad-
vocacy effort as I have ever seen. Draw-
ing strength and purpose from their 
loss, they successfully convinced Con-
gress and the FAA to enact landmark 
aviation safety reforms. 

Their call for ‘‘one level of safety’’ 
has become a rallying cry for all of 
those who want to make sure that this 
kind of preventable tragedy is not vis-
ited upon other families and other 
communities. 

Madam Speaker, I and all of western 
New York stand united with the fami-
lies of Flight 3407. We feel their loss 
and express our sympathy to them. We 
also stand in awe of their commitment 
and tireless effort to work on behalf of 
travelers everywhere. The entire Amer-
ican traveling public owes a debt of 
gratitude to these families who turned 
tragedy into purpose. 

f 

CBO REPORT MAKES REFORMS 
EVEN MORE URGENT 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, recent 
CBO estimates predict that regulatory 
changes created by ObamaCare will re-
move 2.3 million Americans from the 
full-time workforce. The President has 
gone to great lengths to spin this as a 
positive development, saying job losses 
will come as a result of people volun-
tarily choosing to pursue interests 
other than full-time work. 

It is true that, all else being equal, 
individuals and families being able to 
make ends meet while working less is a 
cause for celebration. The problem is 
that all else is not equal. We have a so-
cial safety net that depends on robust 
economic growth and is already fore-
cast to run perpetual deficits for dec-
ades to come. No one disputes that 2.2 
million lost jobs will diminish eco-
nomic growth. 

For as long as I have been in Con-
gress, Republicans have been working 
to enact structural reforms to put our 
budget back in balance. Last week’s 
CBO report makes those reforms even 
more urgent. 

f 

CONSUMER FINANCIAL 
PROTECTION BUREAU 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam 
Speaker, in the aftermath of the Great 
Recession, Congress established the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
for a very clear reason: to ensure that 
financial markets and services work 
for all Americans, not just the big 
banks and best connected. 

Today, the CFPB makes sure that 
consumers get the information they 
need to make smart financial decisions 
on everything from mortgages to credit 
cards to student loans. 

Today, the House majority will intro-
duce a purely partisan measure called 
the Consumer Financial Protection 
Safety and Soundness Improvement 
Act. That is a mouthful, if nothing 
else, but rather than improve the 
CFPB, it would do precisely the oppo-
site by undermining its independence 
and eliminating its rulemaking author-
ity. 

Consumer protections could be 
scrapped. We must not repeat the same 
costly mistakes that put our economy 
in the free fall of the Great Recession. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
MARRIAGE WEEK 

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BYRNE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of National Mar-
riage Week. 

Every year, in the lead-up to Valen-
tine’s Day, we recognize the impor-
tance of the institution of marriage 
and the stability it brings to the Amer-
ican household. Married couples lead 
longer lives, have greater financial and 
emotional stability, and are healthier 
and generally happier than their un-
married counterparts. However, only 52 
percent of adults in America are mar-
ried today—a steep decline from 80 per-
cent in 1970. 

Children who grow up in a two-parent 
household generally perform better in 
school, stay out of trouble, and are on 
track to live a healthier and happier 
life. Yet today, over 40 percent of ba-
bies are born out of marriage, com-
pared to only 5 percent in 1960. 

I have been married to my wife, Re-
becca, for 32 years. We have enjoyed 
raising our four wonderful children to-
gether, the oldest of whom is now mar-
ried himself. 

I believe promoting the positive ben-
efits of marriage is important for the 
happiness, stability, and well-being of 
the next generation. I am proud to rec-
ognize National Marriage Week, and I 
am honored to be married to Rebecca 
and be the father of Patrick, Kathleen, 
Laura, and Colin. 

f 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
just a few minutes ago, I left the House 
Judiciary Committee, where they were 
discussing, ‘‘Asylum Fraud: Abusing 
America’s Compassion,’’ a hearing that 
was called by the Republican majority. 

Madam Speaker, I adhere to fol-
lowing the law, but I do believe as we 
approach the 50th year of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act, we will see more and more 
voices being raised for the indignity 

and lack of human rights in not pass-
ing comprehensive immigration re-
form. 

Let me remind my colleagues that 
the Refugee Act was signed by Presi-
dent Reagan in 1980. It reflects Amer-
ica’s values and this country’s deep- 
seated commitment to liberty and 
human dignity, as well as to pledge, 
under the Refugee Convention proto-
cols, to save those who have been 
abused, sexually or otherwise, and chil-
dren or families who have been subject 
to violence. 

Let’s get on with the values of this 
Nation. Let’s pass comprehensive im-
migration reform. Let’s restore the 
values of this country and provide laws 
that secure all of our borders. Yet we 
continue to have these hearings sug-
gesting that those of us who cry out for 
immigration reform do not understand 
the law. Coming from a border State, 
let me be very clear, Madam Speaker, 
that I understand the law. 

Let’s pass comprehensive immigra-
tion reform. 

f 

HONORING ILLINOIS VETERAN OF 
THE MONTH JOHN CARR 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor U.S. Army veteran 
John Carr, who was recognized as Illi-
nois’ January Veteran of the Month. 

Enlisting in 1969 during the Vietnam 
war, John was wounded in action and 
was medically retired in 1972. For his 
service, John received the Bronze Star, 
the Army Commendation Medal, and a 
Purple Heart, among others. 

John didn’t know what was in store 
upon leaving the service, but when he 
saw an ad to transport other veterans 
to the hospital, he signed up. He then 
joined the Kane County Veteran’s As-
sistance Commission as a hospital 
caseworker and was elected as super-
intendent only 3 years later. He retired 
last February, after nearly four dec-
ades of service to his fellow veterans. 

My staff is proud to have worked 
alongside John to help Illinois veterans 
navigate the Federal benefits system. 
Constituents regularly told us how 
John helped anxious veterans or 
spouses receive their well-deserved 
benefits. 

Thank you, John, for your service to 
our country and to the men and women 
like you who have made sacrifices to 
defend it. 

f 

JOBS AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to address the issue of jobless-
ness in America. 

A simple way to enhance opportuni-
ties for all Americans is continued in-
vestments in career technical edu-
cation or vocational schools. Not every 
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child’s career path takes them through 
a 4-year college. It is necessary to pro-
vide opportunities for them to learn 
skills to apply for a job either right 
after graduation or through further 
certification. 

Career technical education teaches 
general employment skills and teaches 
skills required in specific occupations 
or careers. It can provide young people 
with confidence to focus on a career 
path. 

Many occupations taught at voca-
tional schools are in high demand, such 
as nursing, business administration, 
culinary arts, automotive mainte-
nance, software programming, and en-
gineering technology. 

Our labor market is evolving and 
placing greater emphasis on high-tech 
skills. To ensure vocational training 
keeps pace with these changes, we 
should encourage private industries to 
partner with vocational schools to 
identify emerging job markets and 
have students trained to fill these jobs. 

By investing in career technical edu-
cation we can ensure that more Ameri-
cans have secure career opportunities 
after graduation. 

f 

END THE TAX ON U.S. OLYMPIC 
CHAMPIONS 

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MESSER. Madam Speaker, there 
is almost nothing Uncle Sam won’t 
tax. You get hit at the grocery store, 
the gas pump, and your paycheck. You 
even get taxed when you die. 

Now, as the eyes of the world are on 
Sochi, Uncle Sam’s eyes are on yet an-
other way to collect: U.S. Olympians. 

Believe it or not, our men and women 
who bring home the gold, silver, or 
bronze are taxed on the value of the 
medals they earn and their minimal 
winnings while representing our coun-
try on the world stage. That is not 
okay. 

Competing on the U.S. Olympic team 
is an achievement that should be cele-
brated, not taxed. That is why I have 
cosponsored the Tax Exemptions for 
American Medalists Act. It prevents 
Olympic athletes from paying taxes on 
their winnings. Our Federal Govern-
ment shouldn’t penalize them for per-
forming at their best. 

We need broad-based tax reform. In 
the meantime, I encourage my col-
leagues to support the TEAM Act and 
end this undue tax on our Olympians. 

f 

b 1215 

THE END OF SNOW 

(Mr. HUFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, 
there was a deeply troubling story this 
Sunday in The New York Times, enti-
tled, ‘‘The End of Snow.’’ 

Like all of you, I have been cheering 
on our Olympians in Sochi, particu-

larly in the snow-related events. But as 
this article notes, climate change is 
threatening the very concept of Winter 
Olympics and snow sports in general. 

Current models project a 7-degree 
rise in global temperatures by the year 
2100, leaving winters drier and our 
mountains bare of snow. Of the 19 cit-
ies that have hosted Winter Olympics, 
only 10 might still be cold enough by 
2050 to host them again. 

Warmer winters and less snow will be 
disastrous to the United States’ $66 bil-
lion ski industry. Until this weekend, 
California had just 12 percent of its av-
erage snowpack. Thankfully, it snowed 
in the Sierras, bringing some needed 
relief. 

But one snowstorm in California and 
another on the east coast does not 
solve our bigger, long-term climate cri-
sis. Climate change will impact our 
lives in every way. Let’s get to work. 
Let’s reduce greenhouse gases and pre-
vent the worst impacts of climate 
change. 

f 

THE TRAIN WRECK OF 
OBAMACARE 

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HARRIS. Madam Speaker, the 
train wreck of the President’s health 
care reform just continues. 

This week, there have been two de-
velopments: the first one, the CBO an-
nouncing their study that shows that 
21⁄2 million full-time equivalents—that 
is, jobs—will be eliminated from the 
economy by ObamaCare; and yester-
day, the President finally recognized 
that ObamaCare, in fact, destroys jobs 
and will delay the bill’s mandate to 
buy insurance, but only for corpora-
tions, not for hardworking American 
families. 

Madam Speaker, you don’t get to 
keep your policy. You don’t get to keep 
your doctor. Now you don’t get to keep 
your job. America deserves better. 

f 

TWIN PRIME NUMBERS 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to talk about twin prime 
numbers. Twin primes are two prime 
numbers separated by a single number, 
like 11 and 13, or 17 and 19. The ques-
tion is, Are there an infinite number of 
twin primes? It was the general con-
sensus of the mathematical community 
until just recently that that question 
was beyond the capability of our cur-
rent mathematical community. 

However, there have been some stun-
ning advances on this problem in the 
last few years. In particular, last May, 
with the help of an online collaborative 
project, mathematicians pioneered new 
methods for addressing this problem 
with a huge breakthrough from Tom 
Zhang at the University of New Hamp-

shire. We now know that there are an 
infinite number of prime number pairs 
separated by amounts smaller than 270. 

While the twin prime problem itself 
is still unsolved, mathematicians are 
hopeful that this year they can reduce 
the separation from 270 to less than 100. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR THE A–10 AND 
CLOSE AIR SUPPORT 

(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of the A–10 
and close air support for our 
warfighters. 

Hundreds of brave Americans are 
alive today because of the performance 
of the A–10 in Iraq and Afghanistan. I 
agree with Army Chief of Staff General 
Raymond Odierno, who said in an 
SASC hearing, ‘‘The A–10 is the best 
close air support platform we have 
today.’’ Even Air Force Chief of Staff 
General Mark Welsh has said the A–10 
‘‘is the best airplane in the world at 
what it does.’’ 

The Air Force should not retire the 
A–10 before its replacement reaches 
full operational capability. Otherwise, 
it will result in a close air support gap 
that will put our ground troops at in-
creased risk. 

There is no greater responsibility 
than ensuring our men and women in 
uniform have the support they need to 
accomplish their missions and return 
home safely. Premature divestment of 
the A–10 by the Air Force would create 
a dangerous close air support capa-
bility gap that could unnecessarily en-
danger American servicemembers in 
future conflicts. 

f 

FAIR MINIMUM WAGE ACT 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of raising the 
minimum wage and passing H.R. 1010, 
the Fair Minimum Wage Act, which 
would give approximately 28 million 
Americans an overdue pay raise, pro-
mote economic growth, and strengthen 
the middle class. 

In America, if you work hard and 
play by the rules, you should be able to 
provide for your family and provide 
them with a decent quality of life. But 
for about 4.6 million Americans living 
in poverty, this is not the case. 

It has been 5 years since those work-
ing for the minimum wage have seen 
an increase in the minimum wage and, 
according to one study, the minimum 
wage today is worth $2 less than in 
1968. This is shameful, and we have the 
responsibility to address growing in-
come inequality by increasing the min-
imum wage immediately. 

Unfortunately, some of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
oppose this commonsense legislation, 
arguing that it will hurt jobs. But as 
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