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and partners, we are engaged in nego-
tiations to see if we can peacefully
achieve a goal we all share: preventing
Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon.

These negotiations will be difficult.
They may not succeed. We are clear-
eyed about Iran’s support for terrorist
organizations like Hezbollah, which
threaten our allies, and we are clear
about the mistrust between our na-
tions, mistrust that cannot be wished
away. But these negotiations don’t rely
on trust; any long-term deal we agree
to must be based on verifiable action
that convinces us and the international
community that Iran is not building a
nuclear bomb. If John F. Kennedy and
Ronald Reagan could negotiate with
the Soviet Union, then surely a strong
and confident America can negotiate
with less powerful adversaries today.

The sanctions that we put in place
helped make this opportunity possible.
But let me be clear: if this Congress
sends me a new sanctions bill now that
threatens to derail these talks, I will
veto it. For the sake of our national se-
curity, we must give diplomacy a
chance to succeed. If Iran’s leaders do
not seize this opportunity, then I will
be the first to call for more sanctions
and stand ready to exercise all options
to make sure Iran does not build a nu-
clear weapon. But if Iran’s leaders do
seize the chance—and we will know
soon enough—then Iran could take an
important step to rejoin the commu-
nity of nations, and we will have re-
solved one of the leading security chal-
lenges of our time without the risks of
war.

Finally, let’s remember that our
leadership is defined not just by our de-
fense against threats, but by the enor-
mous opportunities to do good and pro-
mote understanding around the globe—
to forge greater cooperation, to expand
new markets, to free people from fear
and want. And no one is better posi-
tioned to take advantage of those op-
portunities than America.

Our alliance with Europe remains the
strongest the world has ever known.
From Tunisia to Burma, we are sup-
porting those who are willing to do the
hard work of building democracy. In
Ukraine, we stand for the principle
that all people have the right to ex-
press themselves freely and peacefully
and have a say in their country’s fu-
ture. Across Africa, we are bringing to-
gether businesses and governments to
double access to electricity and help
end extreme poverty. In the Americas,
we are building new ties of commerce,
but we are also expanding cultural and
educational exchanges among young
people. And we will continue to focus
on the Asia-Pacific, where we support
our allies, shape a future of greater se-
curity and prosperity, and extend a
hand to those devastated by disaster—
as we did in the Philippines, when our
marines and civilians rushed to aid
those battered by a typhoon, and who
were greeted with words like, ‘“We will
never forget your kindness,” and, ‘‘God
bless America.”
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We do these things because they help
promote our long-term security, and
we do them because we believe in the
inherent dignity and equality of every
human being, regardless of race or reli-
gion, creed or sexual orientation. And
next week, the world will see one ex-
pression of that commitment when
Team USA marches the red, white, and
blue into the Olympic Stadium and
brings home the gold.

My fellow Americans, no other coun-
try in the world does what we do. On
every issue, the world turns to us, not
simply because of the size of our econ-
omy or our military might—but be-
cause of the ideals we stand for and the
burdens we bear to advance them.

No one knows this better than those
who serve in uniform. As this time of
war draws to a close, a new generation
of heroes returns to civilian life. We
will keep slashing that backlog so our
veterans receive the benefits they have
earned and our wounded warriors re-
ceive the health care—including the
mental health care—that they need.
We will keep working to help all of our
veterans translate their skills and
leadership into jobs here at home, and
we will all continue to join forces to
honor and support our remarkable
military families.

Let me tell you about one of those
families I have come to know.

I first met Cory Remsburg, a proud
Army Ranger, at Omaha Beach on the
656th anniversary of D-day. Along with
some of his fellow Rangers, he walked
me through the program. He was a
strong, impressive young man with an
easy manner. He was sharp as a tack.
We joked around and took pictures,
and I told him to stay in touch.

A few months later, on his 10th de-
ployment, Cory was nearly Kkilled by a
massive roadside bomb in Afghanistan.
His comrades found him in a canal,
face down, under water, shrapnel in his
brain.

For months, he lay in a coma. The
next time I met him, in the hospital,
he couldn’t speak; he could barely
move. Over the years, he has endured
dozens of surgeries and procedures and
hours of grueling rehab every day.

Even now, Cory is still blind in one
eye. He still struggles on his left side.
But slowly, steadily, with the support
of caregivers like his dad, Craig, and
the community around him, Cory has
grown stronger. Day by day, he has
learned to speak again and stand again
and walk again—and he is working to-
ward the day when he can serve his
country again.

“My recovery has not been easy,” he
says. ‘“‘Nothing in life that’s worth any-
thing is easy.”

Cory is here tonight; and like the
Army he loves, like the America he
serves, Sergeant First Class Cory
Remsburg never gives up, and he does
not quit.

My fellow Americans, men and
women like Cory remind us that Amer-
ica has never come easy. Our freedom,
our democracy, has never been easy.
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Sometimes we stumble; we make mis-
takes; we get frustrated or discour-
aged. But for more than 200 years, we
have put those things aside and placed
our collective shoulder to the wheel of
progress—to create and build and ex-
pand the possibilities of individual
achievement; to free other nations
from tyranny and fear; to promote jus-
tice and fairness and equality under
the law, so that the words set to paper
by our Founders are made real for
every citizen. The America we want for
our kids—a rising America where hon-
est work is plentiful and communities
are strong; where prosperity is widely
shared and opportunity for all lets us
go as far as our dreams and toil will
take us—none of it is easy.

But if we work together, if we sum-
mon what is best in us, the way Cory
summoned what was best in him, with
our feet planted firmly in today but
our eyes cast towards tomorrow, I
know it is within our reach.

Believe it.

God bless you, and God bless the
United States of America.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

At 10 o’clock and 20 minutes p.m.,
the President of the United States, ac-
companied by the committee of escort,
retired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms escorted the invited guests from
the Chamber in the following order:

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net; the Chief Justice of the United
States and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court; the Acting Dean of
the Diplomatic Corps.

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares
the joint session of the two Houses now
dissolved.

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 27
minutes p.m., the joint session of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

———

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE
STATE OF THE UNION

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the message of the President be
referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union and or-
dered printed.

The motion was agreed to.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. WESTMORELAND (at the request of
Mr. CANTOR) for today on account of
medical reasons.

Mr. RUSH (at the request of Ms.
PrELOSI) for January 27 through Janu-
ary 29 on account of attending to fam-
ily acute medical care and hospitaliza-
tion.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.
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The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 27 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, January 29, 2014, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4578. A letter from the Director, Naval Re-
actors, Department of Defense, transmitting
a report entitled, ‘“‘Environmental Moni-
toring and Disposal of Radioactive Wastes
From U.S. Naval Nuclear-Powered Ships and
Their Support Facilities’’; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

4579. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting a proposal re-
garding the decision by the United States
Court of Appeals in National Association of
Regulatory Utility Commissioners v. United
States Department of Energy (Nos. 11-1066
and 11-1068; D.C. Cir. 2013); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4580. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting a Report to Congress on the Evalua-
tion of the Medicaid Emergency Psychiatric
Demonstration; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

4581. A letter from the Deputy Bureau
Chief, Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal
Communications Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s final rule — Rural Call
Completion [WC Docket No.: 13-39] received
January 16, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4582. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting Periodic
Report on the National Emergency Caused
by the Lapse of the Export Administration
Act of 1979 for February 26, 2013-August 25,
2013; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

4583. A letter from the Chair, Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission, trans-
mitting the semiannual report on the activi-
ties of the Inspector General and the semi-
annual management report for the period
ending September 30, 2013; to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

4584. A letter from the Administrator, Gen-
eral Services Administration, transmitting a
semiannual management report to the Con-
gress for the period April 1, 2013 to Sep-
tember 30, 2013; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

4585. A letter from the Chairman, Merit
Systems Protection Board, transmitting a
report entitled ‘‘Preserving the Integrity of
the Federal Merit Systems: Understanding
and Addressing Perceptions of Favoritism”’,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 1204(a)(3); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

4586. A letter from the Clerk, Court of Ap-
peals, transmitting an opinion of the United
States Court of Appeals regarding Katherine
Elizabeth Barnet, docket no. 13-612; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

4587. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s report entitled, ‘2013 Status of
the Nation’s Highways, Bridges and Transit:
Conditions and Performance’; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

4588. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tion Policy and Management, Office of the
General Counsel, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Loan Guaranty: Minimum Property
and Construction Requirements (RIN: 2900-
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AO67) received January 14, 2014, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

4589. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tion Policy and Management, Office of the
General Counsel, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — VA Compensation Service and Pen-
sion and Fiduciary Service Nomenclature
Changes (RIN: 2900-A064) received January
14, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

4590. A letter from the Chief, Trade and
Commercial Regulations Branch, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Import Re-
strictions Imposed on Certain Archae-
ological and Ecclesiastical Ethnological Ma-
terial from Bulgaria [CBP Dec. 14-01] (RIN:
15615-AD95) received January 15, 2014, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

4591. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Pre-
vailing State Assumed Interest Rates (Rev.
Rule. 2014-4) received January 15, 2014, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

4592. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service,
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Cur-
rent Refundings of Recovery Zone Facility
Bonds [Notice 2014-9] received January 15,
2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

4593. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Sales-Based Royalties and Vendor Allow-
ances [TD: 9652] (RIN: 1545-BI57) received
January 15, 2014, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

4594. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Computation of, and Rules Relating to,
Medical Loss Ratio [TD 96511 (RIN: 1545-
BL05) received January 15, 2014, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

4595. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Exclusion from Income of Payments to
Care Providers from Medicaid Waiver Pro-
grams [Notice 2014-7] received January 15,
2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

4596. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Bond Premium Carryforward [TD 9653]
(RIN: 1545-BL28) received January 15, 2014,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself and
Mr. LEVIN):

H.R. 3936. A bill to provide for the exten-
sion of certain unemployment benefits, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. GRAVES of Missouri (for him-
self and Mr. TERRY):
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H.R. 3937. A bill to evaluate and report on
the feasibility and effectiveness of using nat-
ural gas as a fuel source in long haul trucks;
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. GRAVES of Missouri (for him-
self and Mr. TERRY):

H.R. 3938. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to designate natural gas fuel-
ing corridors in the United States for long
haul truck traffic, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. NEAL:

H.R. 3939. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to jumpstart the sluggish
economy, finance critical infrastructure in-
vestments, fight income inequality and cre-
ate jobs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, and in addition
to the Committees on Transportation and In-
frastructure, and Education and the Work-
force, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. GRAVES of Missouri (for him-
self and Mr. TERRY):

H.R. 3940. A bill to amend title 23, United
States Code, with respect to weight limita-
tions for natural gas vehicles, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 3941. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend for one year the
deduction for mortgage insurance premiums;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 3942. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend for one year the
deduction of state and local general sales
taxes; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 3943. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend for one year the
above-the-line deduction for qualified tuition
and related expenses; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 3944. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend for one year tax-
free distributions from individual retirement
plans for charitable purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 3945. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend for one year the
business research credit; to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 3946. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend for one year the
employer wage credit for employees who are
active duty members of the uniformed serv-
ices; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 3947. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend for one year the
work opportunity tax credit; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 3948. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend for one year the
15-year straight-line cost recovery for quali-
fied leasehold improvements, qualified res-
taurant buildings and improvements, and
qualified retail improvements; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 3949. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend for one year the
enhanced charitable deduction for contribu-
tions of food inventory; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.
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