January 28, 2014

O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

The people’s House prepares to wel-
come the President of the TUnited
States this day, as well as the other
governmental, judicial, and military
leadership of our Nation. The world
watches as America’s great experiment
in civilian self-government is in high
relief.

May all who populate these hallways
this day be possessed of goodwill and a
shared commitment to guarantee the
freedoms and responsibilities inspired
by the soaring rhetoric and subsequent
actions of our American ancestors.

May all that is said and done in this
Chamber today redound to the benefit
of our Nation and glory of Your holy
name.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. HIGGINS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. HIGGINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has agreed to without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:
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H. Con. Res. 75. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a joint session of Congress to re-
ceive a message from the President.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 1901. An act to authorize the President
to extend the term of the nuclear energy
agreement with the Republic of Korea until
March 19, 2016.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

THIS IS AMERICA, NOT BURGER
KING

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
State of the Union is tonight, but the
President has already said that he
would ignore Congress if he doesn’t
have his way. He is going to rule by
pen and phone: the pen to write down
laws and executive orders, bypassing
Congress; the phone to call lower-level
operatives I suppose, like the EPA, the
IRS, NSA, and impose new rules and,
thus, again, bypassing Congress.

Mr. Speaker, nowhere in the Con-
stitution is the phrase ‘‘executive
order.” It is not in this Constitution.
This is not an imperial kingdom where
the ruler makes his own rules as he
goes along.

We all learned in ninth-grade civics
that Congress makes the law, and the
President can approve or disapprove it.
It is in the Constitution.

Rather than rule by pen and phone,
the President should be bound by the
law and rule by the Constitution and
by his oath, but the Constitution seems
to be a mere suggestion to this admin-
istration.

Madam Speaker, this is America; it
is not Burger King. The President can-
not always have it his way.

And that’s just the way it is.

———————

THE SO-CALLED NO TAXPAYER
FUNDING FOR ABORTION ACT

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. CHU. Madam Speaker, H.R. 7, the
so-called No Taxpayer Funding for
Abortion Act, is as deceitful as it is
dangerous. We already ensure that tax
dollars don’t fund abortions and have
ever since the Hyde Amendment was
introduced in 1976.

This new effort is an attempt to cre-
ate restrictions far beyond the scope of
current law, interfering with how
women use their own private dollars,
on their own private insurance, for
health coverage.

This is just the latest Republican as-
sault in their ongoing war on women.
It is why I felt it was so important to
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introduce the Women’s Health Protec-
tion Act. My bill would put a stop to
the unprecedented attack on abortion
we have seen at the State level over
the last few years. It would ensure that
every woman has access to the medical
care she is entitled to.

Decisions about pregnancies are
deeply personal and difficult, and they
belong to the woman and the doctor
she trusts, period.

THE STATE OF OUR NATION’S
FOREIGN POLICY

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker,
when the President delivers his State
of the Union address tonight, it will be
important to note what he won’t say
about the state of our Nation’s foreign
policy. This is because, on President
Obama’s watch, America has been no-
tably absent from the world stage.

His foreign policy has taken America
away from a role of global leadership
to a shuffled retreat. Madam Speaker,
successful foreign policy is defined by
your friends trusting you and your en-
emies fearing you. Chances are the
President will only touch momentarily
on the Iranian nuclear deal tonight and
for good reason. It has gathered strong
bipartisan opposition, and the regime
in Tehran has flaunted the deal as a
legitimization of their shadowy nuclear
program.

Madam Speaker, those who seek free-
dom and democracy look now more
than ever to America for leadership.
Chances are you won’t hear much
about that from the President tonight.

——————

ROBERT MOSES PARKWAY
FUNDING

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, today
the New York Power Authority took an
important step toward righting a his-
toric wrong by providing funding to re-
move the Robert Moses Parkway in Ni-
agara Falls. Niagara Falls is a national
treasure, drawing millions of visitors
each year.

However, with the construction of
the Robert Moses Parkway in the 1960s,
the New York Power Authority created
both economic and physical barriers to
Niagara Falls in arguably the greatest
waterfront in the world.

For Niagara Falls, it is not about
tearing something down; it is about
building something up. Removal of the
parkway is a critical step in giving this
city the waterfront it deserves and
unleashing the limitless economic po-
tential that comes with it.

The New York Power Authority did
the right thing, and the future of Niag-
ara Falls will be better because of it.
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STATE OF THE UNION PREVIEW

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, this evening, I am
glad to hear the President will deliver
the State of the Union address focused
on optimism.

Optimism requires he changes his
disastrous policies destroying jobs, as
revealed by the record number of food
stamp recipients. Each higher food
stamp report uncovers job destruction.
Governor Scott Walker of Wisconsin
has proven jobs are created by citizens
keeping their own money. It is not the
government’s money. Dangerous defi-
cits are unsustainable.

The President needs to repeal and re-
place the ObamaCare train wreck
which destroys jobs. He should uncover
the tragedy of the Benghazi murders
and promote peace through strength to
prevent further attacks. Reducing the
military threatens American families
with expanded terrorist safe havens.
The IRS targeting of citizens should
really be investigated. The NSA should
be restricted and not spy on all Ameri-
cans. The Department of Justice and
FBI eavesdropping on media should be
stopped, with reprimands for malfea-
sance.

The President can restore optimism
if he and his advisers change course.
Americans have seen the overreach of
Big Government. Now we should work
together for limited government and
expanded freedom.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

WORKING FOR ALL OF AMERICA

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
the President is going to address this
House and this country with great en-
thusiasm about the work that he has
done with his Cabinet, Democratic
Members of Congress, and others who
have worked with him to make Amer-
ica better.

He will able to report that 3 million
Americans have enrolled in the Afford-
able Care Act, giving suffering Ameri-
cans with preexisting conditions the
opportunity for good health care. He
will able to acknowledge that people
like Mrs. Aguilar would be better off if
States like Texas would have expanded
the Medicare coverage. Her children
are covered, but she is not. We are
committed to working to make sure
that that happens.

He will be able to say that he stands
on the side of extending the unemploy-
ment for working Americans—those
who have worked and now are unem-
ployed, and yes, he will be able to say
that it is important that we invest in
the infrastructure.
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It is important to note that America
is great, as we watch our soldiers in
foreign lands wearing the uniform with
pride.

We must invest in the American peo-
ple. Food stamps, which are now given
mostly to working Americans, are an
investment, and the President can be
optimistic and work for all of America.

———

NO TAXPAYER FUNDS FOR
ABORTION

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, last week, amid frigid tem-
peratures, hundreds of thousands of
Americans marched in our Nation’s
Capital in support of the unborn and
the value of life. Today, it is our turn.

It is our turn to stand for life by sup-
porting H.R. 7, the No Taxpayer Fund-
ing for Abortion Act. This bill would
ban the use of taxpayer dollars to fund
abortions once and for all. The last
thing pro-life taxpayers should be re-
quired to do is subsidize unethical
practices. It is their money, and you
better believe I will fight for them to
have a say in how it is spent.

Enough is enough.

Madam Speaker, today, this isn’t
just what Republicans want. According
to multiple polls, the majority of
Americans oppose the use of Federal
funding for abortions. This is what the
American people want, and it is time
folks in Washington listened. Remem-
ber, we work for them.

Let’s stand for life. It is the right and
just thing to do.

———

UKRAINE

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker,
today, Ukraine faces a pivotal moment
in its history. The UKkrainian people
are making their demand for freedom
and economic growth loud and clear,
protesting President Yanukovych’s re-
fusal to sign accords with the European
Union. Ukrainian police forces have
met protesters with intimidation, and
the escalating violence has resulted in
the death of protesters. The use of ex-
cessive force to silence peaceful voices
undermines the country’s democratic
future.

The United States and Ukraine share
an ideal of democracy in which citizens
may live free of oppression and may
elect their own leaders. When those
leaders break their promises, it is even
more important that citizens can free-
ly express their discontent.

We all must closely watch the nego-
tiations between the current adminis-
tration and the opposition. The United
States should continue to stand with
the Ukrainian people in their desire for
economic growth and a free republic.
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NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK

(Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, let me begin by re-
minding the House that the gentleman
that spoke before me on this side of the
aisle, Mr. SAM JOHNSON from Texas, is
a real American hero, and let us not
forget that.

This week is recognized as National
School Choice Week, a week dedicated
to bringing awareness to a very simple
idea: let’s put parents in charge of
their children’s education.

School choice means giving every
child the opportunity to learn at the
place that best meets their needs, not
one they are relegated to because of
where they may live or what district
they are assigned to.

For decades now, where our children
learn has been decided by arbitrary
government rules that could never un-
derstand the needs of each individual
child or family. When kids fail to make
the grade, the solution has been to
throw more money and government
regulation into the mix, but the end re-
sults cannot be clearer.

This top-down, government-kKnows-
best system has failed to serve the very
people it seeks to help, and support
from parents and teachers for initia-
tives like Common Core continues to
crumble.

Be it a charter school, private school,
home school, or local public school, the
fact of the matter is parents know
what works best for their child, not
Washington. We owe it to our children
to help them reach their full potential.

I strongly believe that every child,
regardless of background or school dis-
trict, should have the opportunity to
learn at the school that best meets
their needs. Let’s work together for a
brighter future for our children.

———
0 1215

EVERYONE WHO WORKS HARD
AND PLAYS BY THE RULES DE-
SERVES A CHANCE AT SUCCESS

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam
Speaker, tonight, the President will
address a key American principle, that
everyone who works hard and plays by
the rules deserves a chance at success.
We certainly expect our Kkids to work
hard in school and play by the rules in
hopes that they will have strong fu-
tures that include a shot at the Amer-
ican Dream.

No matter what side of the aisle we
are on, we can all agree that what we
want is the best for our kids and, in
some cases, our grandkids. But what
kind of future are we giving them if
they have to start behind kids in other
countries where access to pre-K is
widespread?
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