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In Alaska, on the Yukon-Charley
Rivers, a private boater was stopped by
the Park Service personnel. They took
him over to the shore. He was held at
gunpoint and was told that he could
not continue on up the river because
they said he couldn’t continue on up
the river. The unfortunate reality is
that they didn’t have the right to tell
him he couldn’t go on up the river.
They were simply wrong and eventu-
ally were replaced in that particular
area.

Other agencies of the Federal Gov-
ernment seem to be doing the same
thing. We have a Wyoming rancher who
did not want to give an easement to
the BLM. Instead, he was threatened;
they trespassed his property; they fol-
lowed him and his guests; they photo-
graphed what he was doing, including
his female guests, who were trying to
relieve themselves at the time; they
were harassed and punished, and were
told they would not have any of his
permits renewed if he did not accede to
the Federal request.

At Cape Hatteras, the Park Service
went into a sue-settlement agreement,
which shut down areas that had never
been before even though the local peo-
ple were opposed to that particular ef-
fort and even though it had a dev-
astating impact on the economy.

The Forest Service, unfortunately,
has done the same thing with ski re-
sorts and, in California, on another ski
resort where they closed summer ac-
tivities unless they renegotiated the
water rights of those resorts. Then
there are the grazing permits in the
West. They refused to, once again,
renew the grazing permits unless they
were willing to renegotiate their water
rights.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mrs. LUMMIS. I yield the gentleman
an additional 2 minutes.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. All of these are
examples which, unfortunately, con-
tinue to go on.

What the good Representative from
Nevada has presented us is a terrific
case in which the Park Service actu-
ally disrespected individuals and did
not allow them to do what is
humanitarianly appropriate. Yet, when
they were allowed to go in there and
they found these bodies, they could
have overcome all of this if they had
just cared about people first, but they
did not.

With the Keystone pipeline, the Park
Service, once again, made a comment
that the Keystone pipeline would have
a devastating impact on parklands that
were adjacent to the Keystone pipeline.
Unfortunately, the nearest Federal
land—the nearest national parkland—
to the Keystone pipeline is 30 miles
away. That is some kind of buffer zone
we have.

If, indeed, we decided that this agen-
cy—the Department of this administra-
tion—were to put people first, we
would have a much better relationship.
Unfortunately, time after time, we see
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where actually people are being put
last and bureaucratic responsibility is
taking the place of that. That is simply
wrong. This bill is an example of what
is happening, and it is one that should
be passed. I appreciate that both the
majority and the minority realize the
significance of passing this piece of leg-
islation.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, having
completed our presentation and all of
our speakers, I urge the adoption of the
bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Wyoming (Mrs.
LumMmis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2166, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

RANCH A CONSOLIDATION AND
MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT ACT

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1684) to convey certain property
to the State of Wyoming to consolidate
the historic Ranch A, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1684

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Ranch A
Consolidation and Management Improve-
ment Act”’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of Agriculture, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service.

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the
State of Wyoming.

SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Upon the request of the
State submitted to the Secretary not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall convey to the
State, without consideration and by quit-
claim deed, all right, title and interest of the
United States in and to the parcel of Na-
tional Forest System land described in sub-
section (b).

(b) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The parcel of
land referred to in subsection (a) is approxi-
mately 10 acres of National Forest System
land located on the Black Hills National For-
est, in Crook County, State of Wyoming
more specifically described as the El2 NEV4
NWvi SEVs less the south 50 feet, W2 NWh4
NEV4 SEV4 less the south 50 feet, Section 24,
Township 52 North, Range 61 West Sixth
P.M.

(¢c) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The convey-
ance under subsection (a) shall be—

(1) subject to valid existing rights; and
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(2) made notwithstanding the requirements
of subsection (a) of section 1 of Public Law
104-276.

(d) SURVEY.—If determined by the Sec-
retary to be necessary, the exact acreage and
legal description of the land to be conveyed
under subsection (a) shall be determined by a
survey that is approved by the Secretary and
paid for by the State.

SEC. 4. AMENDMENTS.

Section 1 of the Act of October 9, 1996 (Pub-
lic Law 104-276) is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b); and

(2) by designating subsection (c) as sub-
section (b).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Wyoming (Mrs. LUMMIS) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wyoming.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming?

There was no objection.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, my bill, the Ranch A
Consolidation and Management Im-
provement Act, would convey approxi-
mately 10 acres of National Forest
Service land to the State of Wyoming
to allow for consolidation and improve-
ment of the Ranch A site.

Ranch A is a historic property that
was first developed in the 1930s and
later came under Federal ownership
and was used as a fish hatchery. The
property had fallen into significant ne-
glect under Federal ownership. The
Ranch A Restoration Foundation was
created to restore and operate Ranch A
as a center for learning and interpreta-
tion of Western heritage.

However, when Ranch A was con-
veyed to the State of Wyoming in 1997,
an oversight kept 10 acres under Fed-
eral ownership. The Babcock House,
seen in this picture, is owned by the
State of Wyoming. This is in Crook
County, very near the South Dakota
border. So we are talking about the
Black Hills. It is a very pretty area,
but the land under the Babcock House
was not properly conveyed. The Forest
Service testified that ownership of this
isolated parcel has presented ‘‘manage-
ment challenges’” and unknown costs
associated with administering the
property. It is an isolated tract of 10
acres upon which this house, owned by
the State of Wyoming, is built. H.R.
1684 would address this issue by cor-
recting the conveyance and would also
allow for the Restoration Foundation
to make further improvement for the
use and enjoyment of Ranch A.

This bill would provide more flexi-
bility for the use of the property,
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which would allow for additional rev-
enue sources to pay for maintenance
and improvements. Right now, these
properties are leased to educational or-
ganizations for educational uses, in-
cluding sometimes South Dakota State
and the South Dakota School of Mines.
The foundation itself has invested
those moneys and raises money at
fund-raisers, thereby putting together
approximately $1 million for facility
restoration and renovation.

This next photo shows the deck be-
fore it was repaired and acquired by
the State of Wyoming and then man-
aged by the Ranch A Restoration Foun-
dation. You see the damage that oc-
curred under Federal ownership. This
is its most recent state, which indi-
cates the significant repairs.

Here, again, are before and after. It
shows the state of repair having been
completed by the Ranch A Foundation,
using restoration funds that are ob-
tained through the leasing operations.

We are also going to look at some of
the other buildings. There are numer-
ous buildings on this property that are
used primarily by South Dakota
School of Mines and South Dakota
State University for educational pur-
poses.

This is a very expensive repair to
make, Mr. Speaker. When these lower
logs rot over time because of snow and
cold and dry air, followed by rain, and
are not properly maintained, those
lower logs rot, thereby causing the
building to settle and creating terrible
structural problems. To repair it, you
have to lift the upper logs that are not
damaged and jack the whole building
up, pull the old logs out of the bottom,
and reinsert new logs—properly treat-
ed—in order to maintain the historic
finish back to its state when it was
built in the 1930s.

It is hugely expensive and very time
consuming. The Ranch A Foundation
has undertaken that under State own-
ership. This was the status of the re-
pairs when the Forest Service had it
and it was used as a fish hatchery. It is
because it is an isolated property the
Federal Government doesn’t have the
money to manage. It wasn’t being used
anymore as a fish hatchery.

The State of Wyoming, since acquir-
ing the property from the Federal Gov-
ernment, really has improved its his-
toric condition and its long-term via-
bility. The degraded wood has been all
redone. It prevents interior damage
from leakage.

Every project for maintaining and
renovating the lodge has to be ap-
proved under historic designation
standards. As we have pointed out, this
was built in the 1930s by the
Annenbergs. It is beautiful. Going
through the historic design standards
is a rigorous process and greatly in-
creases the cost, but it also ensures the
historic integrity of the restoration.

In order for the foundation to con-
tinue to preserve their educational fa-
cilities, they need long-term revenue
generation. The foundation’s academic
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board members and the State of Wyo-
ming’s oversight office of this property
have supported the removal-of-use re-
strictions. With no annual appropria-
tions in the State budget for Ranch A,
their education mission is actually
harmed by limiting user fees.

Ranch A is a cultural and education
asset. My legislation will keep the
ranch financially sustainable and im-
prove its ability to serve educational
users. I urge my colleagues to support
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 1684 would require the Forest
Service to convey to the State of Wyo-
ming 10 acres of land associated with
Ranch A in the Black Hills National
Forest.

In 1996, Congress conveyed nearly all
of Ranch A to the State of Wyoming
for educational purposes. We remain
concerned that enactment of this legis-
lation will remove the requirement
that this particular property continue
being used for educational purposes,
potentially denying the public access
to a valuable historic resource. It is
our hope that, as the bill moves for-
ward, this concern can be addressed.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers on this bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Wyoming (Mrs.
LuMmMmis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1684.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

LOS PADRES NATIONAL FOREST
LAND CONVEYANCE

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3008) to provide for the convey-
ance of a small parcel of National For-
est System land in Los Padres National
Forest in California, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3008

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal land’’
means the approximately 5 acres of National
Forest System land in Santa Barbara County,
California, as generally depicted on the map.

(2) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation’
means the White Lotus Foundation, a nonprofit
foundation located in Santa Barbara, Cali-
fornia.

(3) MAP.—The term “map’’ means the map en-
titled ‘‘San Marcos Pass Encroachment for Con-
sideration of Legislative Remedy’ and dated
June 1, 2009.
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(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Agriculture.
SEC. 2. LAND CONVEYANCE.

(a) LAND EXCHANGE.—Subject to the provi-
sions of this section, if the Foundation offers to
convey to the Secretary all right, title, and in-
terest of the Foundation in and to a parcel of
non-Federal land that is acceptable to the Sec-
retary—

(1) the Secretary shall accept the offer; and

(2) on receipt of acceptable title to the non-
Federal land, the Secretary shall convey to the
Foundation all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to the Federal land.

(b) APPLICABLE LAW.—The land exchange au-
thorized under subsection (a) shall be subject to
section 206 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1716).

(¢c) TIME FOR COMPLETION OF LAND EX-
CHANGE.—It is the intent of Congress that the
land exchange under subsection (a) shall be
completed not later than 2 years after the date
of enactment of this Act.

(d) ALTERNATIVE SALE OF FEDERAL LAND.—If
the land exchange under subsection (a) is not
completed by the date that is 2 years after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall offer to sell to the Foundation the Federal
land for fair market value.

(e) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The
land exchange under subsection (a) and any
sale under subsection (d) shall be subject to—

(1) valid existing rights;

(2) the Secretary finding that the public inter-
est would be well served by making the ex-
change or sale;

(3) any terms and conditions that the Sec-
retary may require; and

(4) the Foundation paying the reasonable
costs of any surveys, appraisals, and any other
administrative costs associated with the land ex-
change or sale.

(f) APPRAISALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The land conveyed under
subsection (a) or (d) shall be appraised by an
independent appraiser selected by the Secretary.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—An appraisal under para-
graph (1) shall be conducted in accordance with
nationally recognized appraisal standards, in-
cluding—

(A) the Uniform Appraisal Standards for Fed-
eral Land Acquisitions; and

(B) the Uniform Standards of Professional Ap-
praisal Practice.

(9) MANAGEMENT AND STATUS OF ACQUIRED
LAND.—Any mon-Federal land acquired by the
Secretary under this Act shall be managed by
the Secretary in accordance with—

(1) the Act of March 1, 1911 (commonly known
as the “Weeks Law’”’) (16 U.S.C. 480 et seq.); and

(2) any laws (including regulations) applica-
ble to the National Forest System.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Wyoming (Mrs. LUMMIS) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wyoming.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming?

There was no objection.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 3008 would authorize the Forest
Service to exchange 5 acres of the Los



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-10T14:28:17-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




