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Economic Justice, Center for Responsible 
Lending, Connecticut Fair Housing Center, 
Consumer Action, Consumer Federation of 
America, Consumers Union, Empire Justice 
Center. 

Home Defenders League, The Leadership 
Conference on Civil and Human Rights, 
NAACP, National Association of Consumer 
Advocates, National Consumer Law Center 
(on behalf of its low income clients), Na-
tional Council of La Raza, National Fair 
Housing Alliance, New Economic Project, 
Public Citizen, Woodstock Institute. 
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TIANANMEN 25 YEARS LATER: 
FIVE LEADERS WHO WERE THERE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 13, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, we 
recently had the 25th anniversary of when the 
world watched as students from Beijing’s Cen-
tral Academy of Fine Arts unveiled the replica 
of the Statue of Liberty in Tiananmen Square. 
It was an amazing sight to behold, this endur-
ing symbol of liberty standing face-to-face with 
the dictator Mao Zedong’s portrait. 

It was a moment when we all dreamed that 
the Tiananmen Square demonstrations would 
become a triumph for freedom and democ-
racy. Unfortunately, China’s Communist lead-
ers sought to hang on to power through force. 
They sent tanks and soldiers into Beijing to 
‘‘clear the Square’’ on the evening of June 3 
and June 4. 

The beating, the bayonetting, torture, and 
murder of students and the ubiquitous display 
of tanks turned the dream of freedom into a 
bloody nightmare. At a hearing that I recently 
held, we had five witnesses to this tragic 
scene in world history so that this time in 
China will not fade from memory, but will re-
mind us of the longing for freedom that re-
mains within the Chinese people. 

We want to remember the extraordinary 
sacrifice endured by thousands of peaceful 
Chinese democracy activists. Some may pre-
fer to look past or even trivialize the slaughter 
of innocents by Chinese soldiers. But the 
memory of the dead and those arrested, tor-
tured, and exiled requires us to honor them, 
respect their noble aspirations for fundamental 
freedoms, and recommit ourselves to the 
struggle for freedom and human rights in 
China. 

The government of China continues to go to 
astounding lengths to erase the memory of the 
Tiananmen demonstrations and their violent 
suppression. The Internet is censored, citizens 
holding private discussions or public com-
memorations are harassed and detained, and 
we still have no account of those who died, 
those arrested, those disappeared or those 
executed. 

It is my promise that we will always remem-
ber—always remember—Tiananmen as long 
as the Chinese people cannot discuss its sig-
nificance openly without harassment or arrest. 

When the tanks rolled down the Square on 
June 4, 1989, all of China suffered—mothers 
lost sons, fathers lost daughters and China 
lost an idealistic generation of future leaders. 

China’s loss has been America’s gain. Our 
witnesses today—exiles and refugees from 
their native land—have contributed mightily to 

the American fabric. Out of tragedy and disillu-
sionment, they have created lives that make 
America stronger. They are entrepreneurs and 
pastors, businesspeople and academics, 
members of the military and civil society lead-
ers. 

The Chinese government may call them 
criminals and hooligans, but one day soon 
they will be called heroes. 

The people testifying here today are also 
our conscience—as are all advocates from 
freedom and human rights such as Chen 
Guangcheng and Harry Wu and others in the 
audience today. There will always be those 
who want to downplay human rights in rela-
tions with China. But the people here today re-
mind us that the people of China suffered for 
freedom, bled for liberty, and demanded jus-
tice, democracy and an end to corruption. 
These demands were made 25 years ago, 
and they still fire the imagination of the Chi-
nese people today. 

More than ever, the U.S. needs a robust 
human rights diplomacy with China. We need 
policies that actively promote human rights, 
freedom of speech, Internet freedom, and the 
rule of law. We must support the advocates 
for peaceful change and the champions of lib-
erty and clearly signal our support for those 
seeking rights and freedoms for all China’s 
citizens, not only for those seeking to pad the 
economic bottom-line. 

Such leadership is needed now because 
China is in the midst of a severe crackdown 
on human rights advocates and freedom of 
speech. Last year was the worst year, since 
the 1990s, for arrests and imprisonment of 
dissidents. More than 230 people have been 
detained for their human rights advocacy. In 
the past month Beijing has detained two 
dozen activists for simply seeking to com-
memorate the Tiananmen anniversary in pri-
vate. 

And China remains one of the world’s worst 
offenders of human rights overall. It remains 
the torture capital of the world. Religious free-
dom abuses continue with impunity. And eth-
nic minority groups face repression when they 
peacefully seek rights to their culture and lan-
guage. 

Hundreds of millions of women have been 
forced to abort their precious babies because 
of a draconian attempt to limit population 
growth. China’s one-child policy, even if it is 
slightly modified, is a demographic and human 
rights disaster. The preference for having boys 
has led to a gender imbalance and a mass ex-
termination of girls. This is not only a massive 
gender crime, but a security problem as well. 
Experts are coming to the conclusion that Chi-
na’s gender imbalance will lead to crime, so-
cial instability, worker shortages, sex and bride 
trafficking, and will make the possibility of war 
more likely. 

Despite the country’s stunning economic 
growth over the past two decades, Beijing’s 
leaders still remain terrified of their own peo-
ple. China’s ruling Communist Party would 
rather stifle, imprison or even kill its own peo-
ple than defer to their demands for freedom 
and rights. 

Repression has not dimmed the desires of 
the Chinese people for freedom and reform. 
There is an inspiring drive in China to keep 
fighting for freedom under very difficult and 
dangerous conditions. As our witnesses today 
will surely attest, the U.S. must demonstrate 
clearly and robustly that democratic reforms 

and human rights are a critical national inter-
est. 

We want to see a more democratic China, 
one that respects human rights, and is gov-
erned by the rule of law, because a more 
democratic China will be a productive and 
peaceful partner rather than a strategic and 
hostile competitor. 

This future also should be in China’s inter-
ests, because there is growing evidence that 
the most prosperous and stable societies are 
those that protect religious freedom, the free-
dom of speech, and the rule of law. 

I believe that someday China will be free. 
The people of China will be able to enjoy all 
of their God-given rights. And a nation of free 
Chinese men and women will honor, applaud, 
and celebrate the heroes of Tiananmen 
Square and all those who sacrificed so much, 
and so long, for freedom. 
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AUTHORIZING THE USE OF RO-
TUNDA FOR CEREMONY COM-
MEMORATING 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ENACTMENT OF THE 
CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2014 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H. Con. Res. 100, which au-
thorizes the use of the Rotunda of the Capitol 
for a ceremony to commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of the enactment of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. It is fitting and proper that the Ro-
tunda of the Capitol is the venue for the com-
memoration for one of the consequential gov-
ernmental actions since the issuance of the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 

On July 2, 1964, fifty years ago next month, 
President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the act 
that profoundly changed our country and 
brought about the greatest reduction in eco-
nomic and social inequality among Americans 
in history. 

Mr. Speaker, today it is difficult to imagine 
there once was a time in our country when 
blacks and whites could not eat together in 
public restaurants, use the same public rest-
rooms, stay at the same hotels, or attend the 
same schools. It is hard to believe today that 
just 50 years ago, discrimination on the 
ground of race was a legal and socially ac-
cepted practice. 

But the Civil Rights Act of 1964 changed 
that. 

The Civil Rights Act outlawed discrimination 
and segregation in employment, public accom-
modations, and education on the ground of 
race, gender, religion, or national origin. This 
act became the soil from which our country 
flourished; opportunities were bred and 
dreams were born. 

This change did not happen overnight or by 
accident. It took hard work and courage and 
an unwavering faith that America could live up 
to the true meaning of its creed. Fortunately 
for our country, there were such men and 
women who had that faith and courage. Peo-
ple like the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Whitney Young, Rosa Parks, and JOHN LEWIS 
are just a few of the many noble leaders who 
took a stand for freedom and risked their lives 
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to make real the promise of America for all 
Americans. 

Today, 50 years later, we continue to pre-
serve the rights and freedoms that so many 
fought for and could only dream of before the 
Civil Rights Act. 

On the evening of June 11, 1963, President 
John F. Kennedy addressed the Nation and 
uttered the words that would echo in history: 

It ought to be possible for every American 
to enjoy the privileges of being American 
without regard to his race or his color. But 
this is not the case. 

We are confronted primarily with a moral 
issue. It is as old as the Scriptures and is as 
clear as the American Constitution. 

The heart of the question is whether all 
Americans are to be afforded equal rights 
and equal opportunities, whether we are 
going to treat our fellow Americans as we 
want to be treated. 

One hundred years of delay have passed 
since President Lincoln freed the slaves, yet 
their heirs, their grandsons, are not fully 
free. They are not yet freed from the bonds 
of injustice. They are not yet freed from so-
cial and economic oppression. And this Na-
tion, for all its hopes and all its boasts, will 
not be fully free until all its citizens are free. 

Now the time has come for this Nation to 
fulfill its promise. 

And a better country, we have become. 
Although we have come a long way, we 

must not become complacent on the issues of 
civil rights. Our Nation is a growing melting 
pot, and we must continue to make sure 
American citizens, regardless of their religion, 
race, or gender, are granted the right to free-
dom and equality. 

This Nation prides itself on the abundance 
of individual freedom. Through the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, we have nurtured a land where 
every American citizen is born free, and with 
the opportunity to chase their own American 
dream. 

Mr. Speaker, before signing the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, President Lyndon Baines John-
son addressed the Nation on the significance 
of the bill he was about to sign: 

We believe that all men are created equal. 
Yet many are denied equal treatment. 

We believe that all men have certain 
unalienable rights. Yet many Americans do 
not enjoy those rights. 

We believe that all men are entitled to the 
blessings of liberty. Yet millions are being 
deprived of those blessings—not because of 
their own failures, but because of the color 
of their skin. 

The reasons are deeply imbedded in history 
and tradition and the nature of man. We can 
understand—without rancor or hatred—how 
this all happened. 

But it cannot continue. 

Our Constitution, the foundation of our 
Republic, forbids it. The principles of our 
freedom forbid it. Morality forbids it. 

And the law I will sign tonight forbids it. 

It is most fitting that the Rotunda of the 
Capitol be venue of the ceremony commemo-
rating the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which was 
passed by the Congress of the United States 
and has for 50 years ensured and protected 
the right of all Americans to live their dreams 
in a land where equal opportunity is the birth-
right of all. 

HONORING BRIGADIER GENERAL 
MARK RABIN AND HIS WIFE 
BARBARA ON THEIR 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. WILLIAM L. ENYART 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 13, 2014 

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor Brigadier General Mark 
Rabin and his wonderful wife, Barbara, on 
their 50th anniversary. The Rabins were wed 
on June 21, 1964, and have never stopped 
setting an example for which all who know 
them strive. It is my pleasure today to cele-
brate these two genuine Americans and the 
exemplary marriage they shared for the past 
half century. I ask all my colleagues to join me 
in honoring this couple. 

Mark and Barbara have lived lives dedicated 
to their nation, to their community, to their 
family, and to each other. From 1966 until 
2001, Mark served in the Illinois Air National 
Guard, serving in a wide variety of roles and 
eventually becoming Chief of Staff in 1996. 
Concurrent with his military service, Mark pur-
sued a successful career in law, and became 
the managing director of Rabin, Myers & 
Hanken, P.C. Matching his work life, Mark 
sought out challenges in his free time. He is 
an avid bicyclist, mountaineer, and back-
packer, having explored the Appalachian and 
Rocky Mountains and routinely climbing peaks 
in excess of 14,000 feet. Barbara is one of the 
most supportive and understanding people I 
know. Working as a teacher’s aide, Barbara 
has dedicated her life to the special needs 
children of Illinois; she has prepared them for 
success in life, and taught them the value of 
an outstanding education and a love of learn-
ing. She is a longstanding member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. Mark 
and Barbara have contributed towards the 
fight against diabetes, with countless volunteer 
hours spent in support of this noble goal. To-
gether, the Rabins have raised six wonderful 
children, and been blessed with ten grand-
children. 

The marriage of Mark and Barbara is an ex-
ample to us all. It exemplifies a healthy part-
nership, selfless dedication, commitment, and 
true love. Their marriage is an example to 
young couples and an inspiration to those that 
struggle through hard times. 

Mr. Speaker, on their 50th anniversary, I am 
pleased to honor Mark and Barbara Rabin and 
the remarkable services they have given to 
our nation and the State of Illinois. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring this couple 
and wishing them continued happiness as 
they continue their remarkable journey to-
gether. 
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RECOGNIZING HONOR FLIGHT 
NORTHERN COLORADO 

HON. CORY GARDNER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 13, 2014 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the remarkable veterans of Honor Flight 
Northern Colorado as they make their 12th trip 
to Washington, DC to visit the memorials that 

stand in our nation’s capital. While they served 
on different battlefields, they are united in their 
dedication and sacrifice to protecting the 
greatest nation on Earth. 

The Honor Flight program was founded in 
2005 with its original mission to fly veterans of 
World War II to Washington, DC free of cost, 
to visit the monuments and statues that sym-
bolize their great sacrifices. Since then, Honor 
Flight has expanded and now includes every 
brave individual who has served valiantly in all 
other American engagements. This venerable 
program stands as a symbol of this country’s 
gratitude and admiration for our veterans, and 
will continue to honor the men and women 
who have answered the call of duty. Of the 
121 veterans visiting with its next flight, 34 
served in WWII, 69 in Korea, and 18 in Viet-
nam. 

Ours is the greatest nation on Earth, where 
the inherent values of life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness are preserved through the 
countless heroic deeds demonstrated by our 
men and women in uniform. While these me-
morials and statues resemble the selfless acts 
and service of our veterans, in truth, the debt 
that we owe them can never be repaid in 
stone. Today, we honor these dignified heroes 
who have guaranteed through their sacrifice 
the underlying virtues, laws, and freedoms of 
this exceptional nation: 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Norlin Akers, Joseph Arthur, Donald 
Carlstrom, William Culp, Robert Davidson, Vic-
tor Ebel, Reginold Edwards, Arthur Engler, 
John Eschbaugh, Daniel Flanagan, Anthony 
Gance, Robert Gittinger, Paul Glasgow, Gene 
Hansen, Dean Hecker, Henry Jesse, Benjamin 
Jones, Robert King, Virgil Kiser, Fred 
Knipschild, James McIver, Richard Minges, 
Jack Moss, Ronald Reidy, Robert Ryan, Her-
bert Shelton, Jay Spaulding, William 
Spearman, Charles Sutter, Howard Swartz, 
Arpad Szallar, Eugene Turnbull, William 
Worth, George Zuniga, Dean Amdahl, Alfred 
Apodaca, Jennings Barr, Earl Bartlow, Elmer 
Bartlow, James Beach, John Bergquist, Eu-
gene Burmester, Larry Carpenter, Glenn 
Chapman, William Chrismer, Harl Clark, Leon-
ard Cooper Sr., LaVerne Dietz, Alfred 
Duchene, Emanuel Eckas, Thelma Eckas, 
Donald Eckert, Jessie Ellis, Edwin Ellstrom, 
Samuel Evans Jr., Herman Friesenhahn, 
Henry Geisert, Paul Gill, Lloyd Gould, George 
Hare, Eugene Hemmerle, William Hock, Milton 
Hunholz, Willis Janssen, William King, Dean 
Kingcade, Wallace Kirchhoff, Lawrence 
Kopecky, Richard Kounovsky, John Kreman, 
Kenneth Lamp, Robert Larsen, Dennis Larson, 
Lawrence Lawler, James Lee, William Leppert, 
Murdo MacLennan, Philip Mahoney, Charles 
Markesbery, Gene Mitchell, Robert Nagel, 
Dale Nelson, George Niedermayr, Willard 
Nordick, Richard Ochsner, Gerald Pearson, 
Donald Piermattei, Reid Pope, Paul Shapard, 
Howard Smallwood, Richard Spaulding, Don-
ald Sterling, Harold Sulzbach, Robert 
Swanstrom, Betty Taylor, John Waddell, Don-
ald Webb, Louie Wells, Russel White, Norman 
Wikler, Egbert Womack Jr., George 
Woodman, James Yenter, Jon Ackerman, 
Isidro Arroyo, Ronald Britton, Steven Drake, 
Vearlon Forbes, James Freeland, Jimmie Gar-
cia, Kenneth Hedger, Kenneth Hollingshead, 
Kenneth Jacobsen, Mark Kauffman, Terry 
Keating, Robert Klausner, William Miller, Wil-
liam Ortega, Marvin Pruitt, Robert Taylor, and 
Gene Thim. 
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