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Jackson hopes that his invention will signifi-
cantly enhance the quality of human lives. 

Although Jackson acknowledges many enti-
ties as his source of inspiration, he attributes 
much of his motivation to his family, particu-
larly his maternal grandfather. Jackson’s 
grandfather had lost his arm as a teenager 
while working at a lumber camp. Despite the 
difficulties and challenges that he faced, his 
grandfather taught himself the trade of engi-
neering and built and maintained several radio 
stations that he operated with his one hand. 
Similarly to his grandfather, Jackson is self- 
taught for the most part, but also recognizes 
his teachers and advisors—Mr. Jim Altizer, Mr. 
Jeff Morrow, Mr. Kenn Gorman, Mr. Matt 
Northurup, and Mr. Tim Fenderson—at Oaks 
Christian School for their nurturing advice and 
flexibility to work with his academic priorities 
while consistently encouraging him in his tech-
nology studies. 

In addition to being a talented student, Jack-
son is also a celebrated athlete. As a member 
on the Oaks Christian Varsity Baseball team, 
Jackson received Perfect Game’s USA All- 
American Honorable Mention team selection 
and was recently named an Under Armour 
2014 Pre-Season All-American. 

After completing his senior year at Oaks 
Christian School, Jackson plans to attend a 
university where he will pursue a degree in 
business and entrepreneurship while playing 
college baseball. I have no doubt that he will 
be just as accomplished in his adult life as he 
has been during his years at Oaks Christian 
School. 

With such an impressive resume already, I 
look forward to seeing Jackson succeed in all 
of his future academic and professional en-
deavors. I join with Jackson’s family, friends, 
and mentors in congratulating Jackson on 
such a momentous achievement. 
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REBUTTAL OF GENERAL 
ODIERNO’S NATIONAL GUARD 
COMMENTS 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, this 
past Saturday I had the pleasure of welcoming 
home the soldiers of the 1/214th Field Artillery 
Division located in Elberton, Georgia. The 
Georgia National Guard unit deployed to Af-
ghanistan for a year, fighting for the freedoms 
we enjoy. 

While speaking before the audience of re-
cently returned veterans, I never made a dis-
tinction between National Guard and Active 
Duty. What I lauded these soldiers for was 
putting their lives on the line in defense of 
their nation. The flag they wear on their right 
shoulder, signifies them as a fighting force on 
behalf of the United States. 

That flag doesn’t distinguish whether they 
are National Guard or Active Duty. 

So I was very disheartened three days ago 
when I heard reports that U.S. Army Chief of 
Staff, General Odierno said, ‘‘the capabilities 
are not interchangeable,’’ referring to the Na-
tional Guard and Active Duty. 

It appears to me the National Guard’s capa-
bilities have been interchangeable as they 
have defended the nation during its 13 year 
war on terrorism. 

The members of the 1/214th Field Artillery 
capabilities were interchangeable as they 
served with distinction during their year in Af-
ghanistan. They executed 724 missions, con-
ducted 9,300 vehicle searches, and were 
awarded numerous Purple Hearts and Bronze 
Star Medals. The 1/214th was awarded the 
Army’s Meritorious Unit Citation which is given 
only to units whose performance is considered 
to be outstanding, heroic and actions valorous 
in nature. 

It is hurtful to me as a Reservist, and the 
Guard members in my state, to say their skills 
are not interchangeable even though it is well 
known the Guard does the same job as Active 
duty with fewer resources. And yes, the Guard 
traditionally trains only 39 days a year, but yet, 
still fights for a year straight when deployed. 

In addition to a year deployed, National 
Guard and Reservist are sent to mobilization 
stations for three months prior to deployment. 

These mobilization stations are the last stop 
prior to being deployed. So a Guardsman, cit-
izen soldiers as they are often called, is actu-
ally away from their families for a total of fif-
teen months. 

For General Odierno to say Active Duty and 
National Guard are not interchangeable is dis-
ingenuous. The National Guard has to train to 
the same standards and adheres to the same 
doctrinal fighting form as Active Duty units. 

In addition to fighting the foes of our nation, 
the National Guard is called up at a moment’s 
notice to respond to hurricanes, tornadoes, 
chemical spills, and all manners of man-made 
and natural disasters. National Guard only 
trains for 39 days, when there isn’t a state 
emergency. 

As of recent, between Hurricane Sandy to 
the chemical spill in West Virginia, the Guard 
has been activated to serve the citizens of 
their state. 

The members of the 1/214th Field Artillery 
would be disheartened to learn that their chief 
of staff doesn’t think they are as capable as 
an Active Duty unit. I know, they know, that 
they can function in every terrain, weather 
condition, and operational environment as any 
other combat unit, why doesn’t General 
Odierno? 
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OF CALIFORNIA 
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Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to recognize a local hero, Linda 
Alweiss, from Camarillo, California. 

On December 30, 2013, Linda and her fam-
ily were aboard a flight from Des Moines, Iowa 
to Denver, Colorado, when only twenty min-
utes into the flight, a call for medical assist-
ance came over the intercom. Unbeknownst to 
Linda, the man in distress was the pilot of 
their flight. As Linda and another nurse, Amy 
Sorensen from Wyoming, were brought to the 
cockpit by flight attendants to assist in the 
medical emergency, they realized the gravity 
of the situation. The pilot, who seemed to be 
suffering from a blood clot or heart attack, was 
hunched over in his seat; his face was pale, 
his lips were blue and both nurses could bare-
ly get a pulse. They quickly realized that their 
pilot could no longer fly the Boeing 737 that 

carried 154 passengers. With the help of 
Linda’s husband and another passenger, they 
moved the pilot to the galley where they 
hooked up an IV and set up a diagnostic 
defibrillator. 

Without hesitation, Linda rose to the occa-
sion and quickly began to administer medical 
attention to the pilot. Although they were 
30,000 feet in the air, Linda acted with poise, 
professionalism and valor. Her selfless actions 
aboard that flight saved the life of the pilot and 
the safety of all passengers and crew mem-
bers. As the plane conducted an emergency 
landing in Omaha, Nebraska, Linda and Amy 
stayed with the pilot until he was transported 
and taken into emergency care. 

Linda does not call herself a hero, but rath-
er, someone who just did what she was 
trained to do. She is quick to give credit and 
attention to the other individuals who assisted; 
this shows her moral character and modest 
demeanor. 

Linda’s background as a nurse is extensive 
and proved to be the saving grace that day. 
Linda earned her baccalaureate of science in 
nursing from the University of Iowa in 1983 
and worked as a registered nurse at the Uni-
versity of Iowa Hospital and Clinics. In 1984, 
Linda moved from Des Moines, Iowa to South-
ern California where she has worked as a 
charge nurse at Saddleback Community Hos-
pital and later, as a charge nurse for the pedi-
atric intensive care unit at Long Beach Memo-
rial Medical Center. In 1990, Linda made the 
decision to focus her career on being an in- 
house Legal Nurse Consultant. For the next 
twenty years, she worked for the law firm of 
Magana, Catchcart, & McCarthy. Today, Linda 
is currently employed as a home health nurse 
for Buena Vista Home Health Care. 

Aside from her duties as a nurse, Linda is 
also a dedicated mother, wife and community 
leader. When her daughter, Sarah, attended 
elementary school, Linda was involved in the 
Parent Faculty Organization (PFO) for the 
Mesa Union School District, where she served 
as the President and Chairperson of the allo-
cations committee for 7 years. Linda is an ex-
emplary role model and citizen. She continues 
to be active in the community and provides 
pro-bono legal nurse consulting and actively 
raises funds for charities, including the Avon 
Walk for Breast Cancer. 

For her selfless and heroic actions, I want to 
recognize and thank Linda Alweiss. She is a 
true hero in the hearts and minds of those on 
the flight, especially in the eyes of her family 
and community. 
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CONGRATULATING DR. JAMES L. 
NETTERS, SR. ON RECEIVING 
THE 2014 BE THE DREAM MLK 
LEGACY AWARD 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Dr. James L. Netters, Sr. on re-
ceiving the 2014 Be the Dream MLK Legacy 
Award. This special award is given to those in-
dividuals whose lives have ‘‘embodied the 
spirit and legacy of service, sacrifice and 
hope’’ that characterized the work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. As a pastor, a public offi-
cial and a leader in the Civil Rights Movement, 
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it is fitting that this award be bestowed upon 
James Netters in recognition of his accom-
plishments and contributions. 

James Netters was born in Aliceville, Ala-
bama in 1927 and moved with his family to 
Memphis, Tennessee in 1942. He graduated 
from Booker T. Washington High School in 
1946, and nine years later was ordained by 
Reverend L.O. Taylor at Olivet Baptist Church. 
In 1956, Mr. Netters was installed as pastor of 
Mt. Vernon Baptist Church-Westwood in Mem-
phis. Under his leadership, Mt. Vernon has 
been active in the community, operating 
Mount Vernon Christian Academy, which pro-
vides education for infants, and Westwood 
Manor Elderly Cottages, which offers afford-
able housing for independent-living seniors. In 
1963, James received his B.A. degree from 
Lemoyne-Owen College and later earned his 
Master of Divinity from Memphis Theological 
Seminary in 1987 and his Doctor of Ministry in 
1994. 

In 1963, as the Civil Rights Movement 
gained momentum throughout the country, Dr. 
Netters travelled to Washington, D.C. to par-
ticipate in the March on Washington, standing 
on stage while Dr. King delivered his ‘‘I Have 
a Dream’’ speech. Invigorated and inspired by 
this experience, Dr. Netters returned to Mem-
phis and was successful at working to inte-
grate public buses. Dr. Netters later joined 
Reverend J.O. Patterson and Fred Davis to 
become the first African-Americans elected to 
the newly formed Memphis City Council. As a 
Councilman, James Netters worked to bring 
Dr. King and other national civil rights figures 
to Memphis to support the sanitation workers 
during the strike of 1968. He was also influen-
tial in working out an agreement to end the 
strike. In 1971, he stepped down from the City 
Council to serve as the Administrative Assist-
ant to Mayor Wyeth Chandler from 1972 to 
1975. Dr. Netters was the first African-Amer-
ican to serve in this position in Memphis. 

Dr. Netters has received numerous awards 
and recognitions, and has served in various 
leadership positions including Chairman of the 
Board of Memphis Light, Gas and Water as 
well as its Interim President and CEO. He 
continues to pastor at Mt. Vernon Baptist 
Church and has grown its membership from 
300 to over 4,000. Today, Reverend Netters is 
the most senior pastor in Memphis. There is 
no doubt that his work is worthy of this award 
named after Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Dr. James L. Netters, 
Sr. on being awarded the 2014 Be the Dream 
MLK Legacy Award. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE FRANKENMUTH 
ROTARY CLUB 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 
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Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the Frankenmuth Rotary Club in 
commemoration of the group’s 75th anniver-
sary. 

The Frankenmuth Rotary Club began oper-
ations on April 21, 1939, with a goal of gath-
ering community leaders to provide humani-
tarian services to those in need—from the 
local to the international scale. Over the past 

75 years, the members have continued to pro-
mote a high moral standard in the community 
while providing assistance with philanthropic 
projects. 

The club began as a small gathering of 35 
charter members. Today, the club boasts over 
125 members. Over the course of the club’s 
presence in Frankenmuth, various projects 
helped change the landscape of the commu-
nity. On multiple occasions, the club has col-
laborated with area foundations and busi-
nesses on building projects, maintenance 
funds, and renovations throughout the commu-
nity. These endeavors have emphasized the 
club’s passion for growth and goodwill in 
Frankenmuth. 

In addition to supporting local events and 
activities every year, the Frankenmuth Rotary 
Club has supported international service pro-
grams; each with a specific cause tailored to 
the project involved. The club has conducted 
philanthropic work in Brazil, the Dominican 
Republic, India, and South America. These 
projects have provided beneficial services 
such as clean drinking water pumps, school 
facility improvements, and dental work for 
those in need. Through these efforts to im-
prove communities and lives both locally and 
abroad, the club has served as a model for 
humanitarian action. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, it is with great honor that I 
commemorate this 75th anniversary of the 
Frankenmuth Rotary Club. I offer my sincerest 
thanks for all that the organization has done 
and all that it will continue to do in the future. 
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BLACK JANUARY AND KHOJALY 
MASSACRE 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 
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Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to dis-
cuss several matters of importance to Azer-
baijan. I note that January 20, 2013 marked 
the 23rd anniversary of an historic and tragic 
day in the history of the country of Azerbaijan. 
On the night of January 19, 1990, 26,000 So-
viet troops invaded the capital city of Baku 
and surrounding areas. By the end of the next 
day, more than 130 people had died, 611 
were injured, 841 were arrested and 5 were 
missing. This event is memorialized as ‘‘Black 
January,’’ and, for the citizens of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan this event left an indelible mark 
on the minds of all citizens. 

Soviet troops entered Azerbaijan under the 
pretext of restoring public order, while actually 
aiming to forcefully end peaceful demonstra-
tions for independence. However, Soviet incur-
sion further incited aspirations of Azerbaijani 
people to regain their independence after 70 
years of Soviet rule. 

In the end, Azerbaijan’s pro-Moscow regime 
grew weaker and by 1991, popular pressure 
resulted in restoration of independence of 
Azerbaijan. On August 30, 1991, Azerbaijan’s 
Parliament adopted the Declaration on the 
Restoration of the State Independence of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, and on October 18, 
1991, the Constitutional Act on the State Inde-
pendence of the Republic of Azerbaijan was 
approved. November 1991 marked the begin-
ning of international recognition of Azerbaijan’s 

independence. The United States opened an 
embassy in Baku in March 1992 and it has re-
mained committed to aiding Azerbaijan in its 
transition to democracy and its formation of an 
open market economy. 

Some historical observers have noted that 
the violence inflicted on the citizens of Baku 
may have been intended to send a message 
to other Soviet republics that similar aspira-
tions of nationalism would not be tolerated. In 
the wake of this horrific act and inspired by 
the strength of the Azerbaijani people’s belief 
in the principles of democracy, the Republic of 
Azerbaijan has maintained its independence 
for more than 16 years, despite lingering eco-
nomic and social problems from the Soviet 
era. Today, Azerbaijan has developed into a 
thriving country with double digit growth, in 
large part due to a freely-elected president 
and parliament, free market reforms led by the 
energy sector, and most importantly, no for-
eign troops on its soil. 

The road to independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity for the Azerbaijani people 
has not come without adversity and sacrifice. 
Athough Azerbaijan thrives today, the people 
of Azerbaijan recognize those who lost their 
lives on Black January in 1990 and honor their 
sacrifice through their commitment to the 
ideals of democracy. As we reflect on this ter-
rible tragedy, we who believe in the tenets of 
freedom and the hope of democracy should 
recognize the incredible sacrifice made by the 
people of Azerbaijan and by free people all 
around the world. 

I also rise to commemorate the 21st anni-
versary of the Khojaly massacre perpetrated 
by Armenian armed forces on February 25 
through February 26, 1992 in the town of 
Khojaly in the Nagorno-Karabakh region of 
Azerbaijan. Khojaly, now under the occupation 
of Armenian armed forces, was the site of the 
largest killing of ethnic Azerbaijani civilians in 
the course of the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict. 
Khojaly, once the home to 7,000 people, was 
completely destroyed. Six hundred thirteen 
people were killed, of which 106 were women, 
83 were children and 56 were purported to 
have been killed. In addition, 1,275 people 
were taken hostage, 150 went missing and 
487 people became disabled. Also in the 
records maintained, 76 of the victims were 
teenagers, 8 families were wiped out and 25 
children lost both of their parents while 130 
lost one of their parents. According to Human 
Rights Watch and other international observ-
ers, the Armenian Armed forces were report-
edly aided by the Russian 366th Motor Rifle 
Regiment. 

At the time, Newsweek magazine reported: 
‘‘Azerbaijan was a charnel house again last 
week: a place of mourning refugees and doz-
ens of mangled corpses dragged to a make-
shift morgue behind the mosque. They were 
ordinary Azerbaijani men, women and children 
of Khojaly, a small village in war-torn 
Nagorno-Karabakh overrun by Armenian 
forces on 25–26 February. Many were killed at 
close range while trying to flee; some had 
their faces mutilated, others were scalped.’’ 

As part of the Khojaly population that tried 
to escape, they encountered violent ambushes 
that led to abuses, torture, mutilation and 
death. The Russian organization, Memorial, 
stated that 200 Azerbaijani corpses were 
brought from Khojaly to Agdam within four 
days. 

Time magazine published the following de-
scription: ‘‘While the details are argued, this 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 07:22 Jan 17, 2014 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K16JA8.013 E16JAPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

3T
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-12T01:54:39-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




