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CONGRATULATING JOHN OPOKA 

ON HIS INDUCTION INTO THE IL-
LINOIS HOCKEY HALL OF FAME 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor John Opoka who will be inducted into 
the Illinois Hockey Hall of Fame as a member 
of the 9th class of inductees on January 26, 
2014. Mr. Opoka and his fellow inductees 
have demonstrated their personal commitment 
to the sport and the community by enhancing 
the lives of Illinois’ young hockey players and 
contributing to the rich history of hockey in Illi-
nois. I appreciate John’s 34 years of service 
as an Illinois hockey official and would like to 
congratulate him on this special honor. 

After playing hockey in high school, John 
began to officiate games while in college. 
Thanks to the recommendation of a role 
model and fellow referee, Chet Stewart, John 
was chosen to officiate collegiate games at 
the age of 19. He spent nearly three decades 
leading the college chapter of Illinois hockey 
officials and also served as referee-in-chief for 
the Illinois-Wisconsin Collegiate Hockey 
League and the Central State Collegiate Hock-
ey League. John led seminars on rule inter-
pretation for the NCAA and helped to bring 
about essential changes to the NCAA’s ice 
hockey rules. 

During his 34 years as an official, John has 
been committed to the betterment of hockey in 
Illinois. He served as Ethics Chairperson and 
Seminar Director while a member of the Illi-
nois Hockey Officials Association (IHOA) 
Board of Directors. As IHOA’s Seminar Direc-
tor, John was the first to bring together offi-
cials from all levels for an exchange of ideas 
and best practices. In every game that he 
worked, whether it was a tournament, state 
playoff, or national championship, John served 
as an example of professionalism and commit-
ment to excellence. 

John continues to serve his community, now 
acting as a leader of the Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) in his home-
town of New Lennox, Illinois. I look forward to 
John’s continued involvement in Illinois hockey 
and know that he will serve as a role model 
to many of Illinois’ young hockey players and 
officials. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the tremendous accomplish-
ments and contributions of Mr. John Opoka 
and to congratulate him for being inducted into 
the Illinois Hockey Hall of Fame. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MARY ANNE 
ROONEY 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and congratulate 
Mary Anne Rooney, the newly-elected presi-
dent of the Oxnard Harbor District’s Board of 
Commissioners. 

On January 13, 2014, the board held their 
first meeting of the year and unanimously 

voted to appoint Mary Anne Rooney to take 
the helm as its president, the first woman to 
hold the position in the board’s 77-year his-
tory. 

As president, Mary Anne will lead the five- 
member governing body that oversees the 
Port of Hueneme and its operations. As one of 
the primary economic drivers in Ventura Coun-
ty and Southern California, the Port of Hue-
neme is a critical asset to our community. Cur-
rently, the Port of Hueneme supports the 
transport of over $7 billion in cargo, generates 
$1 billion of economic impact, and provides 
more than 9,400 jobs to the region. Without a 
doubt, under Mary Anne’s strong leadership 
and dedicated service, the Port of Hueneme 
will continue to thrive. 

With more than 15 years of experience in 
various business industries, Mary Anne brings 
a knowledgeable and unique perspective to 
the community. Her commitment to the ad-
vancement and success of Ventura County is 
evident from her various roles of involvement 
throughout the region. Mary Anne has served 
as treasurer of Oxnard Sister City Committee, 
she is a member of the World Affairs Council, 
founding member of the Ventura County 
Women’s Political Council, member of the 
League of Women Voters, former trustee of 
Ventura County Community College District, 
past president of Gull Wings Children’s Mu-
seum, and former president of the Associated 
Student Government at Oxnard College. 

Mary Anne also serves as program director 
at the Economic Development Collaborative— 
Ventura County (EDC–VC), and serves as an 
advisor to the Small Business Development 
Center, a comprehensive business service 
through the collaborative. Additionally, with her 
extensive experience and knowledge base, 
Mary Anne developed a program that fo-
cusses on international trade. She also leads 
an outreach program for manufacturers that 
promotes business services to bolster the 
international trade sector in the county. 

In recognition of her hard work and dedica-
tion to the community, Mary Anne was one of 
the Pacific Coast Business Times’ Top 50 
Women in Business for 2010, 2012, and 2013. 

Mary Anne’s energetic character and cre-
ative leadership style, coupled with her vision 
to improve Ventura County’s economic com-
petitiveness, will be a continued asset to the 
Board of Commissioners. I congratulate Mary 
Anne Rooney on her continued success and 
look forward to working with her in her new 
role. 
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CONGRATULATING REVEREND 
SAMUEL BILLY KYLES ON RE-
CEIVING THE 2014 BE THE 
DREAM MLK LEGACY AWARD 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Reverend Samuel Billy Kyles on 
receiving the 2014 Be the Dream MLK Legacy 
Award. This special award is given to those in-
dividuals whose lives have ‘‘embodied the 
spirit and legacy of service, sacrifice and 
hope’’ that characterized the work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. As a revered pastor and a 
leader in the Civil Rights Movement, it is fitting 

that this award be bestowed upon Rev. Kyles 
in recognition of his accomplishments and 
contributions. 

Samuel Kyles was born in Shelby, Mis-
sissippi in 1934. At age 17, he moved to 
Memphis, Tennessee and in 1959, at age 25, 
he was installed as the first pastor of Monu-
mental Baptist Church and to date, has served 
as its only pastor. Under his nearly 55 year 
leadership, Monumental has served the Mem-
phis community well. The church strives to up-
lift young people and operates Monumental 
Pride Homes, which offers senior citizens af-
fordable living. Rev. Kyles maintains his con-
nection with the broader religious community 
through his membership with the World Baptist 
Alliance and his participation in the Progres-
sive National Baptist Convention (PNBC). He 
is also a former instructor at the National 
Training Congress of the PNBC and pre-
viously served on the Board of Directors of the 
Morehouse School of Religion. 

Rev. Kyles was an important leader during 
the Civil Rights Movement, helping to deseg-
regate public institutions and businesses. As a 
member of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, in 1961, he 
enrolled his five-year old daughter in the all 
white public school system, thereby helping 
Memphis to become the first city in the South 
to integrate elementary schools. Rev. Kyles, 
along with other prominent Memphis fighters 
for racial justice and equality, worked to inte-
grate the city buses and end segregation in 
restaurants, movie theaters, department stores 
and workplaces. Rev. Kyles once referred to 
his work as, ‘‘an extension of my ministry.’’ 

In the early 1970s, Rev. Kyles became a 
founding national board member of People 
United to Serve Humanity (PUSH). He was 
also the executive director of Rainbow/PUSH– 
Memphis and the executive producer of Rain-
bow/PUSH WLOK Radio for over 30 years. 
During the Clinton Administration, he served 
on the Advisory Committee on Religious Free-
dom Abroad, investigating religious persecu-
tion throughout the world, and as a panelist at 
the White House Conference on Hate Crimes. 
In 1994, he traveled to South Africa as an 
election monitor in its first multi-racial election, 
which saw Nelson Mandela elected as South 
Africa’s first black President. 

Reverend Kyles shares a unique connection 
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as pastors, 
civil rights leaders and friends. He stood be-
side Dr. King while he delivered his famous 
‘‘Mountaintop’’ speech at Mason Temple 
Church of God In Christ in Memphis. There is 
no doubt that Rev. Kyles’ work is worthy of 
this award named after Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my 
colleagues to join me in congratulating Rev-
erend Samuel Billy Kyles on being awarded 
the 2014 Be the Dream MLK Legacy Award. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF ARMY SER-
GEANT FIRST CLASS WILLIAM 
KELLY LACEY 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with profound sadness and deepest sympathy 
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that I rise to pay tribute to a fallen American 
hero. Army Sergeant First Class William Kelly 
Lacey of Niceville, Florida was killed on Janu-
ary 4, 2014, in Nangarhar Province, Afghani-
stan, while in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. SFC Lacey was assigned to the 
201st Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Brigade 
Combat Team of the 1st Infantry Division out 
of Fort Knox, Kentucky. 

SFC Lacey was a native Northwest Floridian 
who came from a family deeply committed to 
military service, with both his father and older 
brother serving in our Armed Forces. He was 
born at Eglin Air Force Base in Valparaiso, 
Florida and raised in Niceville, Florida, where 
he graduated from Niceville High School. SFC 
Lacey was proud of his family’s service 
record, and in 2003, he continued this noble 
tradition by joining the Army with the goal of 
attaining the same rank as his father, which 
he achieved within the past months. During 
his time in the Army, he served as a para-
trooper with the Army’s 82nd Airborne Division 
and as a wheeled vehicle mechanic with the 
1st Infantry Division. SFC Lacey served three 
tours in Iraq and was completing his second in 
Afghanistan when his life was taken. 

SFC Lacey was described by his friends 
and family as an easy-going and fun-loving in-
dividual, but on the battlefield, he was a fear-
less warrior who, according to one of his com-
manders, ‘‘always ran towards the gun.’’ He 
dedicated his life to military service to ensure 
those who would do our Nation harm were de-
feated and that our Constitutional rights were 
upheld. We will never forget his ultimate sac-
rifice toward that honorable end. To SFC 
Lacey’s loving wife, Ashley; his daughter, Lily, 
and stepdaughters, Caiden, Trinity, and Bran-
dy-Lynn; his mother, Pam; his father, John, 
and stepmother, Karla; and two older brothers; 
three younger stepbrothers; his extended fam-
ily, and friends, my wife Vicki joins me in offer-
ing our most sincere condolences and pray-
ers. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful United 
States Congress and Nation, I stand here 
today to honor Sergeant First Class William 
Kelly Lacey and all of the heroes we have 
lost. May God continue to bless them and the 
men and women of our United States Armed 
Forces. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF DR. MARION DOWNS 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 100th birthday of Dr. Marion 
Downs and celebrate her pioneering work to 
expand hearing screening in newborns and 
early intervention for individuals with hearing 
problems. Dr. Downs’ groundbreaking work 
has served as an inspiration for many genera-
tions of Coloradoans and the medical commu-
nity. 

Dr. Downs is a Distinguished Professor 
Emerita at the University of Colorado School 
of Medicine. She began her esteemed career 
in Colorado, at University of Denver, where 
she was a professor of Audiology and Director 
of the Audiology Clinic from 1951 to 1959. It 
was there that Dr. Downs began implementing 

hearing aids for infants as young as six 
months old during a period of time when hear-
ing aids were typically fitted at the age of 
three. Her practice of applying hearing aids at 
such a young age has shown tremendous re-
sults in hearing, speech and communications 
development. Dr. Downs then moved to the 
University of Colorado School of Medicine 
where she developed the first national infant 
hearing screening program in 1963. Since that 
time, she has devoted her professional career 
to identifying and managing infant hearing 
issues and developmental strategies. 

Throughout her 35 year career, Dr. Downs 
has received numerous awards such as the 
Outstanding Achievement award from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, Gold Medal Recognition 
from the University of Colorado, Northern Col-
orado and the University of Arizona School of 
Health and Sciences. She has received hon-
ors from nearly every auditory and speech so-
ciety and has co-authored textbooks such as 
Hearing in Children, which serves as a world-
wide resource to educate students on child-
hood auditory disorders. 

At the age of 100, the lively Dr. Downs con-
tinues her work on important health issues re-
lated to auditory, speech and communication 
disorders. There is no doubt that Dr. Downs 
tireless efforts will continue to inspire future 
generations for many years to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATING FATHER DON-
ALD MOWERY ON RECEIVING 
THE 2014 BE THE DREAM MLK 
LEGACY AWARD 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Father Donald Mowery on receiv-
ing the 2014 Be the Dream MLK Legacy 
Award. This special award is given to those in-
dividuals whose lives have ‘‘embodied the 
spirit and legacy of service, sacrifice and 
hope’’ that characterized the work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. As an agent of change dur-
ing the Civil Rights Movement, it is fitting that 
this award be bestowed upon Father Mowery 
in recognition of his accomplishments and 
contributions. 

Donald Mowery was born in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee and was brought up in a funeral 
home, which he had intended to make his 
life’s work before being called to ministry. He 
attended school in Chattanooga before fin-
ishing college then seminary school at Berke-
ley Divinity School at Yale. While studying at 
Yale, he worked with young people at St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church and upon comple-
tion, he was assigned to a parish in Nashville, 
Tennessee, where he continued this important 
work. In Nashville, he became involved with 
the police department, holding services for the 
officers during the shift changes on Saturdays. 
This garnered him recognition from his Bishop 
and the Mayor of Nashville. 

In 1963, Father Mowery received an invita-
tion from the Bishop to continue his work with 
young people and the police department at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral in Memphis, Tennessee. He 
joined Youth Service and began working with 
kids from different social and economic back-
grounds, taking them on camping, boating, 

fishing and basketball trips in parks around the 
city. In 1968, following the assassination of Dr. 
King, Father Mowery received a warning that 
the parks would not be safe to conduct his 
program out of fear that he or one of the kids 
could be hurt among the unrest. He was ad-
vised to end the program but for Father 
Mowery, this only underscored the importance 
of the youth program. 

Determined to keep the program open, Fa-
ther Mowery appealed to the Navy base in 
Millington, Tennessee to use its facilities. Al-
though his proposal was initially turned down, 
over the course of a weekend, the Navy re-
versed its decision and became a large sup-
porter of the program. The Navy provided food 
assistance, shirts for the kids and exposure to 
military training techniques, which would be-
come the first military youth training program. 
The program was such a success that the De-
partment of Defense invited Father Mowery to 
Washington, D.C. to discuss starting 125 simi-
lar programs on military bases across the 
country. This led to the establishment of the 
national Youth Service USA. 

Father Mowery’s Memphis-based Youth 
Service and the Bridge Builders program, 
founded by Becky Wilson, joined to become 
BRIDGES in 1996. Today, BRIDGES is con-
sidered the ‘‘premier youth organization in the 
Memphis area.’’ There is no doubt that Father 
Mowery’s work is worthy of this award named 
after Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Father Donald Mowery on 
being awarded the 2014 Be the Dream MLK 
Legacy Award. 

f 

‘‘DO IT FOR YOUR DAUGHTER’’ 
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
CAMPAIGN GROWS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commend Michelle Coyoti-Varela, 
Joyce Falotico, Morgan Fuerbacher, Jac-
queline Hennessy, Adriana Poznanski, and 
Francesca Poznanski of Girl Scout Troop 
1701 of Middletown, New Jersey for their 
breast cancer prevention and awareness cam-
paign. Their national initiative, ‘‘Do It For Your 
Daughter,’’ encourages moms to get mammo-
grams so as to ensure and promote early de-
tection, and if necessary, effective treatment. 

The National Cancer Institute estimates that 
in 2013 alone, 232,340 Americans were diag-
nosed with breast cancer, and 39,620 died as 
a result. Roughly one in eight American 
women will be diagnosed with breast cancer 
sometime in their lifetime. For them and their 
loved ones, research and treatment provide 
hope as they fight the disease. Many survivors 
and their families commit to awareness cam-
paigns as an opportunity to save lives and 
help others going forward. 

Each of one of these extraordinarily bright 
and articulate girls has had their life touched 
by someone who has had breast cancer. They 
realized this common thread during their 
Troop Health Walk while discussing what they 
could accomplish as a troop—and how they 
could change the world for the better. Through 
research and meetings with health experts, 
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