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Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to join me in 

thanking the people of Azerbaijan for their 
friendship and in congratulating Azerbaijanis 
around the world on the anniversary of Repub-
lic Day. 

f 

HONORING THE AMERICAN HEL-
LENIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRES-
SIVE ASSOCIATION RECEPTION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 28, 2014 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I stand before you to rec-
ognize the American Hellenic Educational Pro-
gressive Association (AHEPA) as members 
come together for the annual AHEPA/Daugh-
ters of Penelope District #12 and #13 Conven-
tion, which will take place at Dynasty Ban-
quets in Hammond, Indiana, from Friday, May 
30 to Sunday, June 1, 2014. 

The Order of AHEPA was founded on July 
26, 1922, in Atlanta, Georgia, joining the 
NAACP and B’nai B’rith in a joint effort to end 
racism, bigotry and discrimination against all 
immigrants. AHEPA’s mission is in accordance 
with the principles of ancient Greece, to pro-
mote civic responsibility, education, philan-
thropy, family, and individual excellence 
through community service. AHEPA is the 
largest American-based Greek heritage orga-
nization and is made up of over 500 chapters 
throughout North America. 

The AHEPA organization has continuously 
and passionately supported many charitable 
organizations throughout the region and 
abroad. AHEPA has raised thousands of dol-
lars for Greek relief programs, feeding hun-
dreds of families and children in Greece. They 
support national efforts, including the Saint 
Baldrick’s Foundation for children’s cancer re-
search, the National Hellenic Foundation, and 
the National Hellenic Museum, among many 
others. Through each chapter, AHEPA serves 
as an inspiration to local communities. 

As a proud member of AHEPA Chapter 78, 
based in Merrillville, Indiana, I can attest to the 
tireless efforts our local chapters, which serve 
more people and raise more funding for chari-
table organizations than ever before. The 
many organizations throughout the region that 
have been assisted by the extraordinary gen-
erosity of local AHEPA chapters include the 
Ross Township Food Pantry, Boys and Girls 
Club, American Red Cross, Salvation Army, 
Meals on Wheels, Veterans Life Changing 
Services, and Rebuilding Together, among 
many others. One example of the tremendous 
contributions of AHEPA Chapter 78 is the 
completion of six apartment complexes in 
Merrillville, which provide accessible housing 
for senior citizens. Chapter members also give 
unselfishly of their time through volunteer ef-
forts, delivering meals to the elderly and serv-
ing in local soup kitchens. For enthusiastically 
helping so many families, children, veterans, 
elderly, and those in need, the members of 
AHEPA are worthy of the highest praise. 

I would also like to recognize my dear friend 
Sam Benjamin for his continued commitment 
to advancing AHEPA’s mission as he as-
sumes the role of District 12 Governor. Sam’s 
exceptional leadership and dedication to phil-
anthropic efforts will prove invaluable to chap-

ters throughout the district. In addition, I con-
gratulate Matthew Kochevar who is completing 
his term as District 12 Governor. Matthew has 
dedicated his time and efforts to AHEPA. He 
is an outstanding public servant and has had 
a tremendous impact on many lives through 
his work with the organization. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring the American Hellenic Educational 
Progressive Association. For their remarkable 
leadership and commitment, as demonstrated 
through their service to so many in need 
throughout Northwest Indiana and across the 
nation, AHEPA’s members are an inspiration 
to us all, and the organization, one to be emu-
lated and admired. 
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HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANN WAGNER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 20, 2014 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4435) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2015 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Chair, I would like to 
thank Chairman MCKEON and the Members of 
the House Armed Services Committee for the 
Committee’s work on the Fiscal Year 2015 
National Defense Authorization Act. I support 
the final bill; it is crafted thoughtfully and care-
fully to reflect the needs of the warfighter while 
enjoying bipartisan support from this body. Its 
passage is a testament to the Committee’s 
leadership and hard work to support our men 
and women in uniform. 

I am particularly thankful for the support of 
the United States Navy’s ‘‘unfunded priority’’ 
request of additional EA–18G Growlers. Early 
in the budget cycle, following the release of 
the Administration’s Department of Defense 
budget, the Navy Chief of Naval Operations 
(CNO) Admiral Jonathan Greenert testified 
that there is a growing demand for electronic 
attack capabilities. Specifically, he requested 
22 additional EA–18G Growlers above the 
President’s Budget request to meet that de-
mand. 

The EA–18G Growler provides the Navy 
and all Department of Defense forces with the 
ability to control the entire electromagnetic 
spectrum, the only aircraft in the entire inven-
tory with that capability. With warfare increas-
ingly operating within the cyber, information 
and electronic domains, there is increasing im-
portance in not just understanding, but domi-
nating the electromagnetic spectrum. For this 
reason, CNO Greenert testified why he be-
lieves that the Growler is essential to the 
warfighter. From the Committee’s work, we 
also understand that the Navy is undertaking 
further analysis this year to determine the final 
requirement for the airborne electronic attack 
(AEA) capability. 

Without additional aircraft, the EA–18G 
Growler manufacturing line is likely to be shut-

tered before the Navy can fulfill its require-
ments for additional electronic attack. If this 
scenario is allowed to occur, the Department 
of Defense would also lose its ability to 
produce F/A–18E/F Super Hornet strike fight-
ers, which are manufactured alongside the 
Growler in the same production line. Such a 
loss would affect our Nation’s ability to surge 
strike fighters, meet increasing demand in 
electronic warfare, and provide competition in 
tactical aviation. The Growler program has 
been a model defense acquisition program, 
meeting all of its cost targets and delivering 
ahead of the Navy’s schedule deadlines. 
Moreover, the F/A–18 and EA–18G production 
lines support 60,000 jobs, including 13,000 
jobs in my home state of Missouri. 

I am pleased that the Committee included 
support for 5 EA–18G Growlers above the 
President’s Budget Request. While this overall 
increase will not meet the Navy’s total un-
funded priority, it demonstrates the Commit-
tee’s position that the Growler is an essential 
resource that our Nation requires. Further, the 
Committee urged the Navy to take steps to 
keep the manufacturing line solvent until the 
Department can meet the basic needs of the 
warfighter in electronic attack. I will continue 
my work with the House Appropriations Com-
mittee to ensure that the Navy receives a suf-
ficient number of Growlers to meet its emerg-
ing requirements and keep the manufacturing 
line open throughout Fiscal Year 2015. 

My voice is not alone in trying to support the 
Navy unfunded priority for additional Growlers. 
The request has strong support across Con-
gress, as evidenced by a letter circulated ear-
lier in the year that collected 109 House signa-
tures in support of the Growler. This is a 
strong showing for any program, and one that 
received significant bipartisan validation. That 
letter is attached at the conclusion of my re-
marks. 

In closing, the Nation faces many chal-
lenges as we send our sons and daughters 
into harm’s way to defend our freedom and 
liberty. The Committee’s bill is always a state-
ment about its judgment on how best to serve 
those warfighters. I am glad that they have 
made EA–18G Growlers a high priority, and I 
look forward to working with them over the 
course of Fiscal Year 2015. 

Additionally, I have included a support letter 
for the EA–18G Growler that I authored with 
Representative LACY CLAY that is signed by 
109 Members of Congress. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, April 11, 2014. 

Hon. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 
Chairman, House Armed Services Committee, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ADAM SMITH, 
Ranking Member, House Armed Services Com-

mittee, Washington, DC. 
Hon. RODNEY FRELINGHUYSEN, 
Chairman, House Defense Appropriations Sub-

committee, Washington, DC. 
Hon. PETER VISCLOSKY, 
Ranking Member, House Defense Appropria-

tions Subcommittee, Washington, DC. 
GENTLEMEN: It has come to our attention 

the Fiscal Year 2015 Budget Request of the 
President does not include funding for the 
United States Navy F/A–18 program, which 
includes the EA–18G Growler. If accepted by 
Congress, the result would be the premature 
end to this critical production line. 

As you know, the EA–18G Growler is the 
Nation’s only full spectrum airborne elec-
tronic attack (AEA) and protection aircraft. 
It provides this capability not just for the 
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Navy but for joint forces as well. Deploying 
from both Navy aircraft carriers and joint 
force land bases, it is recognized as a key 
DoD element for our Nation’s warfighting 
capability. As the Chief of Naval Operations 
Admiral Jonathan Greenert has stated, con-
trol of the electromagnetic spectrum is crit-
ical to the warfighting mission today and in 
the future. 

Analysis demonstrates that additional 
Growlers would increase operational mission 
effectiveness more than any component of 
the Navy’s carrier air wing, now and in the 
future. Recognizing this, the Navy has sub-
mitted an ‘unfunded priority’ for 22 addi-
tional Growlers. The Growler is the only 
DoD option for electronic attack, and lim-
ited capacity significantly impacts mission 
effectiveness against current and future 
threats. 

The Navy and other joint warfighters will 
not have the opportunity to fulfill an emerg-
ing requirement, however, if the F/A–18 pro-
duction line is not funded in the Fiscal Year 
2015 budget. Without additional aircraft, a 
shutdown decision will need to be made this 
year. To avoid this, last year Congress added 
$75 million in Advanced Procurement thuds 
for the F/A–18 in the Fiscal Year 2014 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 
and the Defense Appropriations Act, Fiscal 
Year 2014—enough for 22 aircraft. 

Another critical consideration is the Na-
tion’s defense industrial base for tactical 
aviation. Today, there are multiple providers 
for tactical aviation, sophisticated tactical 
radars, and strike fighter engines. With the 
end of the F/A–18 production, however, DoD 
will be left with only a single manufacturer 
in each one of these areas. This scenario lim-
its warfighting surge capacity, eliminates 
competition that drives innovation and cost 
control, and imperils future development 
programs. Moreover, the F/A–18 program 
supports American manufacturing, including 
60,000 jobs, 800 different suppliers and ven-
dors, and provides $3 billion in annual eco-
nomic impact. 

We ask you to support the Navy’s unfunded 
priority of 22 additional EA–18G Growlers as 
you consider the Fiscal Year 2015 defense 
bills. If Congress does not support further 
Growler production, we will lose the only 
full spectrum electronic warfare aircraft pro-
duction line. 

Thank you very much for your attention 
to this request. 

Sincerely, 
Ann Wagner; Blaine Luetkemeyer; Pat 

Meehan; Rodney Davis; Wm. Lacy Clay; 
Cheri Bustos; William L. Enyart; Robert R. 
Brady; Doug Lamborn; Paul Cook; Frank A. 
LoBiondo; Jason T. Smith; Joseph R. Pitts; 
Chris Collins. 

Niki Tsongas; Carol Shea-Porter; Corrine 
Brown; Gerald E. Connolly; Emanuel 
Cleaver; Matt Cartwright; Sam Graves; 
Adam Kinzinger; Billy Long; Bill Posey; 
Gregg Harper; Leonard Lance; Tony 
Cárdenas; Sheila Jackson Lee. 

Grace F. Napolitano; Allyson Y. Schwartz; 
Grace Meng; Bennie G. Thompson; Richard 
L. Hanna; Steve Chabot; Peter T. King; 
David W. Jolly; Devin Nunes; Keith J. 
Rothfus; Michelle Lujan Grisham; Louise 
McIntosh Slaughter; Marcia L. Fudge; David 
Loebsack. 

Daniel Lipinski; Ann M. Kuster; George 
Holding; Michael K. Simpson; David G. 
Reichert; Michele Bachmann; David G. 
Valadao; Steve Stivers; John F. Tierney; 
Alan S. Lowenthal; Rosa L. DeLauro; Rick 
Larsen; Bill Pascrell, Jr.; Robin L. Kelly. 

Gary G. Miller; Rob Bishop; Tom Rice; Mi-
chael G. Fitzpatrick; John J. Duncan, Jr.; 
Cory Gardner; Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.; Col-
leen W. Hanabusa; Derek Kilmer; Sean Pat-
rick Maloney; Timothy H. Bishop; Steve 
Israel. 

Jim Bridenstine; Stevan Pearce; Jon Run-
yan; Scott R. Tipton; Gus M. Bilirakis; Mike 
Rogers; John C. Carney, Jr.; Daniel B. Maf-
fei; Suzan K. DelBene; Tulsi Gabbard; Ann 
Kirkpatrick, G.K. Butterfield. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE 
OF DR. ANGELA GOLDEN 

HON. ANN KIRKPATRICK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 28, 2014 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I recognize a constituent of 
mine, Dr. Angela Golden, DNP, FNP–C, 
FAANP, of Munds Park, Arizona, for her serv-
ice in the last 2 years as president of the 
American Association of Nurse Practitioners. 
Dr. Golden has more than 34 years of nursing 
experience. She received her BSN from Ball 
State University in 1977, a Master’s in Nursing 
Education from the University of Phoenix in 
1996 and a Master’s in Science from Northern 
Arizona University in 1998. Additionally, she 
completed her Doctorate of Nursing Practice 
at Arizona State University in December 2008. 

The American Association of Nurse Practi-
tioners is a national professional membership 
organization representing 189,000 NPs nation-
ally. Under Dr. Golden’s tenure, AANP mem-
bership has grown to more than 50,000 mem-
bers, making AANP the largest NP organiza-
tion in the world. Dr. Golden has helped lead 
NPs in transforming patient-centered health 
care and has made tremendous strides in en-
suring that policymakers and the public under-
stand the care NPs provide to millions of 
Americans each year. 

In addition to her duties as AANP President, 
Dr. Golden serves as an Assistant Professor 
at Northern Arizona University, teaching in 
both undergraduate and graduate programs. 
Dr. Golden owns a family primary care prac-
tice, NP from Home, LLC, where she provides 
primary care to my constituents of northern Ar-
izona and my fellow Arizonans in the urgent 
care setting in the Phoenix metropolitan area. 

I want to congratulate Dr. Golden on a suc-
cessful term as AANP president and thank her 
on behalf of my constituents in Arizona’s First 
District for the excellent care she has provided 
to her patients. 
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USA FREEDOM ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2014 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 3361, the USA Freedom 
Act. 

I want to commend Chairman GOODLATTE, 
Chairman ROGERS, Ranking Member CON-
YERS, and Ranking Member RUPPERSBERGER 
for crafting a compromise bill—and taking into 
account many of the recommendations offered 
by the Presidents’ Review Group on Intel-
ligence and Communications Technologies— 
that will strengthen the privacy and civil lib-
erties of all Americans. At the same time, the 
USA Freedom Act will ensure that that our na-

tion continues to have the necessary and ap-
propriate tools to protect our country from 
those who would seek to do us harm. 

This legislation represents an important first 
step in reforming many of the powers that the 
National Security Agency (NSA) currently has 
at its disposal. Specifically, it would end the 
government’s bulk collection of phone 
metadata and other tangible records through 
the use of Section 215, Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act (FISA) pen registers, and Na-
tional Security letters. It would also increase 
transparency and oversight within our surveil-
lance operations by requiring the government 
to disclose the number of requests made for 
call records under the new collection process 
and provide Congress a summary of compli-
ance records related to the use of Section 
215. 

Another significant change is that for the 
first time, every request made by the NSA for 
specific call records must be reviewed on a 
case-by-case basis by the FISA court. This 
improved oversight is something I have advo-
cated for and I am pleased it was included in 
this bill. 

While this bill is an improvement over cur-
rent practices, it still falls short of what is 
needed to ensure adequate privacy protec-
tions. I am disappointed that the bill does not 
establish a Citizens Advocate to represent citi-
zens’ privacy interests at the secret FISA 
Court proceedings. Last December, Rep-
resentative JIM JORDAN and I introduced bipar-
tisan legislation to create such a position. I 
was pleased when the earlier versions of this 
bill adopted a similar provision. Unfortunately, 
Section 401 of H.R. 3361 has since been 
weakened and only provides for a panel of ad-
visors to be employed at the discretion of the 
FISC. 

I also have concerns that last minute 
changes have the potential to create a back-
door loophole where the government can con-
tinue to collect vast amounts of phone 
metadata under certain circumstances. It is my 
hope that the Senate will strengthen the bill 
we voted on today by reinstituting the Special 
Advocate under Section 401, and more nar-
rowly defining what constitutes a ‘‘discrete 
term’’. 

Despite these reservations, the USA Free-
dom Act represents real progress and a de-
parture from the untenable status quo. It en-
sures that the intelligence and law enforce-
ment community have the necessary tools 
they need to protect our nation, but it does so 
in a manner that is consistent with the funda-
mental principles in our Constitution to protect 
the civil liberties of all Americans. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF MAJOR ROBERT LIKINS III 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 28, 2014 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Major Robert Likins III of 
the Army Office of the Chief of Legislative Liai-
son (OCLL), who will retire from the United 
States Army on October 1, 2014, after almost 
25 years of distinguished service. 

Major Likins first entered the military as an 
enlisted infantryman. Looking for challenges 
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