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However, this bill does not address this prob-
lem.

This bill would allow Senior Executive Serv-
ice employees to be fired without cause—for
absolutely no reason, including political rea-
sons. Under current law, Senior Executive
Service employees can already be fired for
poor performance. An SES employee must,
not can, but must be removed should they re-
ceive even one unsatisfactory rating.

| strongly support holding all federal employ-
ees accountable for the job they are hired to
do, no matter what position they hold in gov-
ernment. The American people must have
faith in their government. While an investiga-
tion of the problems at the Phoenix VA is on-
going, the negligence and indifference is inex-
cusable We must get to the bottom of what
happened, and make sure it, or anything like
it, never happens again.

We should be looking for answers, not using
time and energy on this bill, and instead focus
on the real problem of why these horrendous
actions were allowed to occur.

——————

RECOGNIZING VIVIAN
CASTLEBERRY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 23, 2014

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Vivian
Castleberry, recipient of the 2014 Visionary
Woman award given by Juliette Fowler Com-
munities. Ms. Castleberry became the first fe-
male editor of the Dallas Times Herald in 1957
and spent twenty-eight years there before her
retirement to pursue a second career as a
profound peace activist.

A Texas native, Ms. Castleberry co-founded
The Dallas Women’s Foundation, The Family
Place, and the Women’s Center of Dallas and
founded Peacemakers Incorporated. Her work
as a ‘“grassroots Citizen Diplomat” included
traveling to Russia to meet and interview
women entrepreneurs who were educated in
the United States and returned to Russia to
use their skills to build their own communities.

Since retiring from the Dallas Times Herald,
Ms. Castleberry has written four books:
Daughters of Dallas, The Texas Tornado,
Sarah the Bridge Builder, and Seeds of Suc-
cess. Because of her success in journalism,
Ms. Castleberry has won numerous awards
like the “Katie” awards given by the Press
Club of Dallas, two United Press International
awards, a Buck Marryat Award for “out-
standing contributions to communications,”
among others.

Ms. Castleberry was inducted into the Texas
Women’s Hall of Fame in 1984 which is the
same year of its creation. A journalistic pio-
neer, | am proud that Ms. Castleberry is a
member of the Dallas community. Ms.
Castleberry is said to have been the “god-
mother” of the women’s movement in Dallas.
Her success in shining the light on capable
and accomplished women contributes to to-
day’s women’s movement.

Please join me in recognizing Vivian
Castleberry, a woman | count on as one of my
good friends and supporters over the years,
not only for her earning the 2014 Visionary
Woman award, but for helping to bring women
to the forefront of our society.
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RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL COA-
LITION OF 100 BLACK WOMEN,
INC., PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY
CHAPTER

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 23, 2014

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the National Coalition of 100 Black
Women, Inc., Prince William County Chapter
and congratulate them on being awarded a
$78,000 grant from Potomac Health Founda-
tion to educate African American women in
eight churches on Triple Negative Breast Can-
cer.

The National Coalition of 100 Black Women,
Inc. Prince William County Chapter was estab-
lished on Saturday, November 17, 2012 in
Woodbridge, Virginia with the mission to advo-
cate on behalf of women of color through na-
tional and local actions and strategic alliances
that promote the NCBW agenda on leadership
development and gender equality in the areas
of Health, Education, Economic and Political
Empowerment.

With more than thirty partners and vendors,
which included local, district and national orga-
nizations, NCBW began 2013 with a commu-
nity health fair on February 9—“Knowledge is
Key to Good Health.” The health fair included
a panel discussion on Triple Negative Breast
Cancer which included a Surgeon, Radiation
Oncologist, Medical Oncologist and a Radiolo-
gist/Mammographer. The health fair ended
with eight breakout sessions and on-site
screenings.

Each two hour session was conducted by
the executive team with support from Sentara
Northern Virginia Medical Center. In addition,
each session was followed by mammography
screenings. Hundreds of women in Prince Wil-
liam County have been educated on Triple
Negative Breast Cancer and the importance of
early detection. NCBW partnered with Sentara
Northern Virginia Medical Center and its physi-
cians to develop the curriculum, conducted all
training sessions and provided mammography
screenings. The training sessions have been
completed at all eight churches in Prince Wil-
liam County.

On November 2, 2013 NCBW held their first
kick off implementing their faith-based edu-
cational workshop program, “A Culturally Tar-
geted Faith-Based Program focused on Edu-
cating Black Women in Prince William County
about Triple Negative Breast Cancer to In-
crease Awareness on Prevention, Early Detec-
tion, Treatment, and Quality of Life” at First
Mount Zion Baptist Church in Dumfries, Vir-
ginia. This session was followed by seven
other faith-based outreach events in the sur-
rounding community with efforts of equipping
the female population with knowledge of
breast cancer. These educational sessions
educated thousands of women on Triple Neg-
ative Breast Cancer and the importance in
Mammography Screening.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in commending the National Coalition of 100
Black Women, Inc., Prince William Chapter for
educating the community about Triple Nega-
tive Breast Cancer. They have done yeoman’s
work promoting preventative care and the im-
portance of living a healthy lifestyle.
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Friday, May 23, 2014

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to salute my constituent, Bettina L. Wesloh, a
distinguished community leader. In June, Mrs.
Wesloh, a resident of Eldersburg, Maryland,
will receive the Leader of Excellence Award
from Girl Scouts USA.

Mrs. Wesloh has been a mentor for pre-teen
and teen girls in Girl Scout Troop 1379. She
has motivated these girls to continue in scout-
ing and inspired them to participate in out-
standing community service activities, includ-
ing making 75 blankets for Project Linus, for
which the troop earned the Silver Award. As
the members of the troop work toward earning
their Gold Awards, Mrs. Wesloh continues to
advise and assist the girls. She also takes the
time to advise independent girl scouts who are
not members of Troop 1379.

Mrs. Wesloh also serves as a mentor for the
Robo-Lions FRC Team 2199 robotics team,
assisting the students with public relations and
business projects. She has been instrumental
in organizing field trips for the students and
fundraising drives to support science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics initia-
tives. Under her mentorship, the team won
two Entrepreneurship Awards and the Re-
gional Chairman’s Award, which is considered
the highest award a team can win at a re-
gional FIRST robotics competition. In fact,
Mrs. Wesloh is so passionate about the impor-
tance of STEM education that she is a found-
ing director of PIE3, a non-profit organization
that supports STEM education and activities in
and around Carroll County, Maryland. Mrs.
Wesloh is also a substitute teacher for the
Carroll County Public Schools.

A member of the Wesley Freedom United
Methodist Church, Mrs. Wesloh has served as
President of United Methodist Women, which,
among other things, advocates for women’s
rights and the prevention of human trafficking.
Mrs. Wesloh is part of United Methodist’'s
Leadership team and Servant Circle. In recent
years, Mrs. Wesloh organized the collection of
over fifty flood buckets for donation to the vic-
tims of Hurricane Sandy.

Bettina Wesloh is a truly compassionate and
dedicated community leader who has made a
difference in the lives of countless people |
ask my colleagues to join me in expressing
our deepest gratitude and appreciation to her
for her outstanding community service and her
invaluable work with young people.

———

USA FREEDOM ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 22, 2014

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | recognize the
work that Mr. SENSENBRENNER, Mr. CONYERS,
Mr. GOODLATTE, Mr. ScoTT, and others have
put into this, but the bill before us still falls
woefully short of what is required to correct
the abuses brought to light over the last year.

This legislation still allows the government
to collect everything they want against Ameri-
cans—to treat Americans as suspects first and
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citizens second. It still allows decisions about
whom to target, and how aggressively to go
after acquaintances of acquaintances of tar-
gets, to be made by mid-level intelligence
community employees, not federal judges.
This so-called “two-hops” surveillance casts a
very wide net that can reach millions of peo-
ple.

Most important, the fundamental decisions
made under the authorities provided in this bill
will be made using a weak, inferior standard
that does not reach the probable cause stand-
ard. In other words, the government can spy
on people based on weak suspicions and not
on legally established probable cause.

Now, my friends say, “Don'’t let the perfect
be the enemy of the good.” The perfect? How
could anyone here vote for legislation that
doesn’t uphold the constitutional standard of
probable cause?

Probable cause has been well established
in law for two centuries to keep Americans se-
cure by keeping intelligence and enforcement
officers focused on real threats, not on vague
suspicions or wild-goose chases. Indeed, the
debate over adding a Bill of Rights to the Con-
stitution was about raising the standard for the
government’s legal interaction with its citizens,
not lowering it as we are now. That standard
for the behavior of intelligence and law en-
forcement officers is not archaic. The power of
the government to oppress individuals based
on false suspicions is not less, but greater,
than when the Constitution and Bill of Rights
were written.

The bill also fails to deal with some of the
most important abuses revealed over the last
year. It provides no protection for national se-
curity whistleblowers, whose revelations over
the last decade are the only reason why we
are finally having such a public debate on this
issue. The secrecy of the Intelligence Commu-
nity is so complete that Congress will never be
able to have meaningful oversight without
whistleblowers from within the community, and
rarely will they speak up without some protec-
tion against firing or worse. And human nature
has not changed. The propensity for investiga-
tors to let their suspicions get the better of
them is as great as it ever was—even well in-
tentioned investigators.

The bill also allows the government to con-
tinue surreptitiously to compromise encryption
and privacy technology built into American
electronics and software products, putting at
direct risk America’s hi-tech business sector
and the jobs it provides.

A decade ago there was a major change in
the relationship between Americans and their
government. This bill does not correct it. Mem-
bers should reject this badly flawed bill and
the House leadership should allow an open
debate on a real surveillance reform bill.

———
RECOGNIZING THE 23RD ANNUAL

BEST OF RESTON AWARDS FOR
COMMUNITY SERVICE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 23, 2014

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the recipients of the 23rd Annual
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Best of Reston Awards for Community Serv-
ice. The Best of Reston Awards are the result
of collaboration between Cornerstones (for-
merly Reston Interfaith) and the Greater Res-
ton Chamber of Commerce and are presented
to individuals, organizations and businesses
whose extraordinary efforts make our commu-
nity a better place. | am pleased to enter the
names of the following recipients of the 2014
Best of Reston Awards into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD:

Individual Community Leader: Carol Ann
Bradley. Ms. Bradley has dedicated herself to
service both locally and globally. She has
worked with Global Camps Africa, the Friends
of the Reston Regional Library, the Embry
Rucker Community Shelter, the Southgate
Community Center, the Reston Community
Center, the American Association of University
Women, The Links, Inc. and Educators, Then,
Now and Forever.

Individual Community Leader: Jerry Fer-
guson. Mr. Feguson uses his broadcasting
skills to highlight local nonprofits. He is the di-
rector of Development and Outreach for Fair-
fax Public Access, which provides television
and radio cablecasting services to the region.
As a volunteer he has filmed and produced

videos for numerous nonprofits and civic
groups.
Individual ~ Community  Leader:  Cate

Fulkerson. Ms. Fulkerson began serving Res-
ton as an entry-level clerk at the Reston Asso-
ciation and climbed the ladder to her present
role there, Chief Executive Officer. She also
serves as the chair for the Reston Character
Counts! Coalition, chairs the annual Greater
Reston Chamber of Commerce’s Ethics Day
for South Lakes High School, and remains ac-
tive in Leadership Fairfax.

Individual Community Leader: Bonnie
Haukness. Mrs. Haukness has given 40 years
of service in many aspects of the Reston com-
munity. She is a board member of the Reston
Historic Trust and Reston Museum, and she
chairs its annual fundraiser, the Reston
Homes Tour. She also co-chairs fundraisers
for Cornerstones, helps organize the Northern
Virginia Fine Arts Festival, and also has led
the Friends of Reston’s fundraising event to
send children to summer day camp.

Individual Community Leader: Davida
Luehrs. Ms. Luehrs is a champion for the vis-
ually impaired. She works with the Foundation
Fighting Blindness, the American Council for
the Blind, and Visually Impaired People of
Reston. She has assisted 14 Lions Clubs with
hearing and vision screening programs for
pre-school children, founded VisionWalk, and
chaired Dining in the Dark fundraisers. She is
also active in the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,
school band boards, Reston Swim Team As-
sociation, parent teacher associations, blood
drives, and meals on wheels.

Civic/Community Leader: HomeAid Northern
Virginia. Members of the Northern Virginia
Building Industry Association started HomeAid
in 2001 to help the homeless gain stability by
putting a roof over their head. It currently con-
tributes resources to build and renovate home-
less shelters as well as transitional and afford-
able housing. HomeAid has completed more
than 70 projects and served more than 10,000
individuals, work valued at more than $10.5
million.

Small Business Leader: Brennan & Waite,
P.L.C. Founding members (and husband and
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wife) Matthew Brennan and Carol Waite have
led their firm to support many local causes, in-
cluding the Greater Reston Chamber of Com-
merce, Habitat For Humanity, Let’'s Help Kids,
the Mosaic Harmony Choir, FACETS, Corner-
stones, and Leadership Fairfax. Mr. Brennan
also developed a training program to help
those interested in serving on county and non-
profit boards.

Corporate Business Leader Cooley, LLP.
This law firm encourages employees to give
back to the community by offering paid leave
time to volunteer and providing matching
funds for money raised by employees to sup-
port local causes. Last year the firm contrib-
uted more than $1 million to nonprofits around
the United States. The company’s pro bono
efforts have led to contributions of more than
33,000 hours by 466 attorneys on more than
687 different pro bono projects per year.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating the 2014 Best of Reston
honorees for their continued commitment to
our community. | express my sincere gratitude
to these individuals, businesses, and organiza-
tions for contributing their time and energy to
the betterment of our community.

———

CELEBRATING JEWISH AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 23, 2014

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
celebration of Jewish American Heritage
Month this May and to honor the Jewish
Americans who have been so instrumental in
building and strengthening our country.

Over the past 350 years, Jewish Americans
have contributed greatly to history, arts,
science, government and culture in our nation
and millions have defended and continue to
defend this country by serving in our Armed
Forces. | am proud to commemorate this
month with the Jewish Federation of the
Quad-Cities, an organization that has spent
over 30 years enriching, educating and sup-
porting the Jewish Community in my district in
lllinois.

The impressive contributions of Jewish
Americans have also played a vital role in
strengthening the important relationship be-
tween the United States and the State of
Israel. Our country has a long history of sup-
porting and standing with Israel and | was
proud to join many of my colleagues on a del-
egation to Israel during my first year in office.
We must preserve our bond into the future as
we work together towards the theme of this
year's Heritage Month, which is tikkun olam,
repairing the world.

Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize the work of
the Jewish Federation of the Quad-Cities and
thank all Jewish Americans during this month
as we honor their extraordinary contributions
to our nation.
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