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Title 29, Subtitle A—Naval Air Station
Fallon, Nevada

Sec. 2911, Redesignation of Johnson Valley
Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Area, Cali-
fornia

Sec. 2921, Elimination of termination date
for public land withdrawals and reservations
under Military Lands Withdrawal Act of 1999

Title 29, Subtitle D—Naval Air Weapons
Station China Lake, California

Title 29, Subtitle D—White Sands Missile
Range, New Mexico

Sec. xxx, National security considerations
for inclusion of federal property on National
Register of Historic Places or designation as
National Historic Landmark under the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act

To expedite floor consideration of this im-
portant legislation, and because of the exten-
sive cooperation shown by you and your
staff, the Committee will forego seeking a
sequential referral of the bill. The Natural
Resources Committee takes this action only
with the understanding that the Commit-
tee’s jurisdictional interests over this and
similar legislation are in no way diminished
or altered.

The Committee also reserves the right to
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation and requests your
support if such a request is made. Finally, I
would appreciate your including this letter
in the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 4435 on the House Floor.

Thank you for your attention to these
matters.

Sincerely,
Doc HASTINGS,
Chairman.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 12, 2014.
Hon. Doc HASTINGS,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 4435, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015.
I agree that the Committee on Natural Re-
sources has valid jurisdictional claims to
certain provisions in this important legisla-
tion, and I am most appreciative of your de-
cision not to request a referral in the inter-
est of expediting consideration of the bill. I
agree that by foregoing a sequential referral,
the Committee on Natural Resources is not
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill.

Sincerely,
HOWARD P. “BUCK”’ MCKEON,
Chairman.

———

HONORING LTC (RETIRED)
NICOLETTE WHEELER

HON. TOM PRICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 22, 2014

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, today
| rise to honor a constituent of the Sixth Dis-
trict of Georgia, Lieutenant Colonel (retired)
Nicolette Wheeler of the U.S. Army. Following
a successful career, LTC Wheeler retired from
the Army and moved with her husband to
Alpharetta, Georgia. In 1995, LTC Wheeler
was hired by the Fulton County School Sys-
tem to be the Senior Army Instructor at
Roswell High School. In 2001, she was ap-
pointed to move to Central Administration to
lead all 8 programs as the Director of Army In-
struction.
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Since being hired, LTC Wheeler has been
recognized multiple times for her contributions
to students and others: State Rifle Coach of
the Year (2000), “Service Above Self”
Award—Roswell Rotary (2001), JROTC Direc-
tor of the Year—United States Army Cadet
Command (2005), and State Outstanding Ca-
reer and Technical Educator, JROTC Division
(2009 and 2011). However, LTC Wheeler has
been so much more than just a distinguished
instructor and coordinator for the JROTC dur-
ing her time in the Fulton County School Sys-
tem. Her students have always been her num-
ber one priority. She has been there to pro-
vide support and encouragement no matter if
a student’s ambition is an appointment to a
service academy or passing an entrance exam
to become a member of the United States
Armed Forces.

At the end of this current school year, LTC
Wheeler will retire. This is a bittersweet mo-
ment for all those students, past and present,
whose lives she has dedicated herself to
bettering. She has inspired all who have had
the opportunity to work with her. Her tireless
work on behalf of our community and country,
her quiet leadership, and her collaborative
spirit has not gone unnoticed and are deeply
appreciated. Therefore, it is on behalf of the
people of the Sixth District that | want to thank
LTC Nicolette Wheeler for her years of out-
standing and exemplary service.

HOWARD P. “BUCK” MCKEON NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 20, 2014

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4435) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2015 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes:

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chair, | rise in sup-
port of language Representative DOUG LAM-
BORN offered when the Committee on Armed
Services marked-up the National Defense Au-
thorization Act.

Like most Americans, | remain concerned
about Iran’s state sponsorship of terrorism, its
horrendous human rights record, its efforts to
destabilize its neighbors, its pursuit of inter-
continental ballistic missiles, and its threats
against our ally, Israel, as well as the fates of
American citizens detained by Iran. | remain
extremely alarmed by Iran’s pursuit of uranium
enrichment and plutonium separation efforts.
In spite of Iran’s statements to the contrary, |
am concerned that these materials are in fact
part of a nuclear weapons program. The pur-
suit of nuclear materials under the proclama-
tion of peaceful energy initiatives raises some
serious concerns when coming from a country
with a terrible human rights record and ties to
terrorist groups. It is both a necessity and a
priority that the United States ensure that Iran
does not have a nuclear weapon.

On November 24, 2013, Iran accepted the
terms of an international proposal to tempo-
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rarily halt further expansion of its nuclear pro-
gram, in return for relief from economic sanc-
tions. While this proposal would in theory limit
Iran’s nuclear enrichment program, it does
nothing to prevent Iran from pursuing a war-
head or nuclear delivery system for a nuclear
weapon or curtailing other issues that are
threats to U.S. security and the security of our
allies. That is why | am supportive of Rep-
resentative LAMBORN’s amendment. This
amendment makes it crystal clear, that it is the
intent of the United States Congress that the
U.S. should only agree to a comprehensive
agreement on Iran’s nuclear program if Iran
ceases uranium enrichment, ceases all of their
nuclear, chemical, biological, chemical weapon
programs, ballistic missile program, and bal-
listic launch site technology and Iran has
ceased providing support for international ter-
rorist.

The United States government must use
every tool possible to deter threats from Iran.
Economic sanctions remain an important and
necessary tool to deterring aggressive actions.
Should the United States provide any relief
from these Congressional mandated sanc-
tions, it is imperative that Iran halt all activities
that are threatening to our national interests.
Mr. LAMBORN’s amendment is an important
and appropriate addition to the National De-
fense Authorization Act, and | look forward to
seeing it included in law.

———

CONGRATULATING R.L. TURNER
HIGH SCHOOL’S NAVY ROTC FOR
THE DISTINGUISHED UNIT
AWARD

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 22, 2014

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate R.L. Turner High School’'s
Navy Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps
(NJROTC) program, in Carrollton, Texas, for
being recognized with the Distinguished Unit
Award based on performance and service dur-
ing the 2013—2014 school year.

The NJROTC Distinguished Unit designation
is awarded annually to schools whose pro-
gram ranks in the top 30 percent of units
throughout the United States, Europe, and
Asia. Competing units are ranked according to
the degree of excellence attained in adminis-
tration, military proficiency, and host school
support. Accordingly, R.L. Turner High School
and the Carrollton-Farmers Branch Inde-
pendent School District have contributed to
the strong support and development of the
NJROTC program

R.L. Turner High School's NJROTC is a cit-
izen leadership program designed to develop
informed and responsible young men and
women who embody honor, integrity, loyalty,
courage, and respect for authority in a demo-
cratic society.

In addition to achieving numerous acco-
lades, the R.L. Turner's NJROTC program,
under the leadership of Lieutenant Martin
Caro, U.S. Navy (Ret.) and Master Chief Mar-
tin Wesley, U. S. Navy (Ret.), is actively in-
volved in service programs throughout the
local community. The cadets volunteer for var-
ious color guard events, Veterans Day events,
and parades. In addition, the NJROTC partici-
pates in the March of Dimes, Toys for Tots,
and the Dallas Day of Service.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask all my colleagues to join
me in congratulating the R.L. Turner High
School’'s NJROTC program on receiving the
Distinguished Unit Award.

——————

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF
WASHINGTON, DC YOUTH RUGBY

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 22, 2014

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing the 10th anniversary of the
Washington, DC Youth Rugby, a non-profit or-
ganization that reaches out to underserved
children in the Nation’s capital to promote
health and physical fithess and teach valuable
life skills through the sport of rugby.

In 2004, members of the Washington Rugby
Club started out with the goal to teach rugby
to a small group of students in Northeast
Washington, DC. What started with seven
players and a rugby ball has evolved to over
a hundred students playing rugby in the Dis-
trict at the youth and high school levels.

Washington, DC Youth Rugby has grown
from a summer-only program and is now
working to implement rugby programs in DC
schools. Washington, DC Youth Rugby found-
ed a boys’ team at Calvin Coolidge High
School, which ran from 2009-2012. This year,
the organization has started both boys’ and
girls’ rugby teams at Bell Multicultural High
School and is looking to start more programs
in DC schools. They are currently working with
both Washington Latin and Ballou.

The program continues to be free to all chil-
dren and has a diverse mix of participants,
both racially and socioeconomically. This pro-
gram makes a difference to the youth of our
city in terms of health, self-esteem, teamwork
and social skills development.

In 2012, the program welcomed the support
of the Honorable Kim Beazley, the Australian
Ambassador to the United States, as the hon-
orary patron. The Ambassador recognizes the
value of sport in international relations and the
positive impact a game like rugby can have on
young people. In recognition of the 10th anni-
versary, the Embassy of Australia will host a
celebration on Thursday, May 29, 2014.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in thanking the coaches, vol-
unteers, donors, partner schools, students,
parents, and alumni as we celebrate the 10th
anniversary of Washington, DC Youth Rugby
and its many accomplishments.

—————
HOWARD P. “BUCK” MCKEON NA-

TIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 21, 2014

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4435) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2015 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
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and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes:

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, | thank
Chairman MCcCKEON and Ranking Member
SMITH for their work on this bill and their devo-
tion to the men and women of the Armed
Forces.

| also thank them for including in En Bloc
Amendment No. 1 the Jackson Lee-Wilson-
Lee Amendment, which makes three important
contributions to the bill:

1. First, it strongly condemns the ongoing vi-
olence and the systematic gross human rights
violations against the people of Nigeria carried
out by the militant organization Boko Haram,
especially the kidnapping of the more than
200 young schoolgirls kidnapped from the
Chibok School by Boko Haram;

2. Second, it expresses support for the peo-
ple of Nigeria who wish to live in a peaceful,
economically prosperous, and democratic Ni-
geria; and

3. Third, it requires that not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall report to Congress on
the nature and extent of the crimes against
humanity committed by Boko Haram in Nige-
ria.

Since 2013, more than 4,400 men, women,
and children have been slaughtered by Boko
Haram.

The victims include Christians, Muslims,
journalists, health care providers, relief work-
ers and schoolchildren.

| am confident that the international commu-
nity working with the African Union will assist
the Government of Nigeria in bringing an end
to Boko Haram’s reign of terror and ensuring
that its crimes against humanity are docu-
mented so its leaders can be held account-
able.

Mr. Chair, | ask unanimous consent to in-
clude in the RECORD a letter to President
Obama from myself and 15 House colleagues
commending his decision to deploy American
security experts and equipment in Nigeria to
help locate and rescue the more than 200 Ni-
gerian kidnapped schoolgirls and to work in
concert with the Government of Nigeria and
the African Union to bring Abubakar Shekau
and other leaders of Boko Haram to justice.

The Jackson Lee-Wilson-Lee Amendment
affirms that the United States stands with the
civilized world in solidarity with the people of
Nigeria.

The Jackson Lee-Wilson-Lee Amendment
affirms that the United States is fully com-
mitted to the fundamental principle that
women everywhere have a right to be free, to
live without fear, and should not be forced to
risk their lives to get the education they want
and deserve.

| thank the Chairman and Ranking Member
for including this amendment in En Bloc
Amendment #1 and all Members to support it.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
Washington, DC, May 8, 2014.
President BARACK OBAMA
The White House, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: We are writing to
commend your decision to deploy American
security experts and equipment in Nigeria to
help locate and rescue the more than 200 Ni-
gerian schoolgirls kidnapped by the terrorist
group, Boko Haram. We support your action
and we strongly urge you to work in concert
with the Government of Nigeria and the Af-
rican Union to achieve this objective and to
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bring Abubakar Shekau and other leaders of
Boko Haram to justice.

Boko Haram, a militant group designated
by the State Department in November 2013
as a Foreign Terrorist Organization, has
been conducting a reign of terror against in-
nocent Nigerian women, children, and men
since 2009, when it killed hundreds of persons
during a raid of a police station in
Maiduguri. In the last four years, Boko
Haram has carried out more than 480 violent
attacks against a broad array of targets:
Christian and Muslim communities, govern-
ment installations, schools, hospitals and
medical facilities, aid workers and journal-
ists. Since the beginning of 2013, more than
4,400 innocent persons have been killed and
thousands more left homeless.

According to media reports, the leader of
Boko Haram has threatened to ransom or
sell the girls into the human trafficking
market for about twelve dollars each ($12.00
USD). This outrageous conduct cannot be
tolerated or overlooked. Not only is it a vio-
lation of the girls’ human rights, it is also
contrary to United States policy supporting
and promoting equal access to education and
economic opportunity for women and girls.

We know that terrorist groups cannot op-
erate effectively without reliable and steady
funding to support its criminal acts. There-
fore, we urge you to work with the inter-
national community to detect, disrupt, and
dismantle the funding networks financing
Boko Haram, which published reports indi-
cate has received as much as $70 million
from other Islamist groups, including Al-
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsular (AQAP),
the Al Muntada Trust Fund, and the Islamic
World Society.

Additionally, we urge you to consider
working with the Government of Nigeria to
develop its own capacity to deploy special-
ized police and army units rapidly to rescue
the schoolgirls and bring Boko Haram leader
Abubakar Shekau to justice. Such units also
can be deployed to prevent and combat sec-
tarian violence in cities and around the
country where there has been a history of
sectarian violence. The creation of an elite
highly-trained rapid response unit would ap-
pear to be a sound short-term strategy that
the Government of Nigeria should employ in
dealing with violent groups 1like Boko
Haram. This approach was used to successful
effect by the Indonesia Government in 2004
to neutralize the Laskar Jihad terrorist or-
ganization.

Finally, we call upon you to take appro-
priate action to help the Government of Ni-
geria establish a Victim’s Fund to provide
humanitarian relief and economic assistance
to the victims of attacks by Boko Haram so
that they can rebuild their lives and commu-
nities.

‘““People are the great issue of the 20th cen-
tury,” declared, then-Senator Hubert Hum-
phrey in 1948. The well-being of people re-
mains the great issue of the 21st century.
And there is no better measure of any soci-
ety than the way its treats its women and
girls. Boko Haram understands that when
Nigerian girls are educated, Nigerian women
can succeed; and when Nigerian women suc-
ceed, Nigeria succeeds. And that is why it is
so important that the United States help Ni-
geria ensure that Boko Haram fails.

Thank you for your leadership and your
consideration of our recommendations. We
stand ready to work with you to bring about
the safe rescue of the kidnapped Nigerian
schoolgirls and to reunite them with their
families and loved ones.

Sincerely,
LIST OF SIGNATORIES

Marcia L. Fudge, Karen E. Bass, Donald
Payne, Jr., John Lewis, Yvette D. Clarke,
Robin Kelly, Janice Hahn, Sheila Jackson
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