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PAYING TRIBUTE TO COL. ROBERT
PELLETIER

HON. LEE TERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2014

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Col. Robert (Bob) Pelletier, who will re-
tire this year from the United States Army Re-
serve after 30 years of outstanding service.

Col. Pelletier’s career has spanned decades
and he has served in various places all over
the world including Kuwait, Iraq, Korea, Hon-
duras, Germany, and Afghanistan. He served
in both Operation Desert Storm and the Oper-
ation Iraqgi Freedom.

In 1984 following graduation from The Cita-
del in South Carolina, Col. Pelletier entered
helicopter flight school at Fort Rucker in Ala-
bama. After completing flight school, Pelletier
served in the 4th Squadron, 2nd Armored
Cavalry Regiment until January of 1989, hold-
ing various leadership assignments during his
tenure.

In June of 1989, he began his tenure as
commander of the Headquarters and Service
Company in Kuwait and Irag. While in the Mid-
dle East, Col. Pelletier also served as a Plans
and Operation Officer playing an important
role in coordinating the United States’ efforts
in Operation Desert Storm.

At the conclusion of his service in the Mid-
dle East, Col. Pelletier continued his service
overseas, first in Musan, Korea and later in
Honduras, before returning home to the United
States in 1995. Col. Pelletier landed in
Omaha, NE, after he joined the United States
Army Reserves and was placed as the Main-
tenance Branch Chief of the 561st Corps Sup-
port Group.

In 2003, Col. Pelletier traveled to Germany
and Kuwait along with the 3rd COSCOM to
offer support in Operation Iragi Freedom be-
coming the Director of Rail Operations and
Reconstruction until March of 2004.

In January of 2009, Col. Pelletier became
the Department of Army’s Liaison to the Gov-
ernor of Nebraska for Homeland Security and
Defense, a position through which he has of-
fered superb service to the state of Nebraska.

Col. Pelletier has been decorated with many
awards for his outstanding service including
the Bronze Star with Oak Leaf and a Meri-
torious Service Medal with Oak Leaf. He is
also the recipient of the Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal along with the Army
Achievement Medal.

Col. Pelletier and his wife, Terry are current
residents of Omaha, NE where he is a Re-
gional Operations Manager for the Union Pa-
cific Railroad.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Col. Robert Pelletier for his outstanding
30 years of service to our country and the
state of Nebraska.

——————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
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fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,484,285,711,524.06. We've
added $6,857,408,662,610.98 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-

ment.

CONDEMNING CHINA FOR VIO-
LATING VIETNAM’S SOV-
EREIGNTY IN THE SOUTH CHINA
SEA

HON. ENI F. H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2014

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, as
Ranking Member of the House Foreign Affairs’
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific, which
has broad jurisdiction for U.S. policy affecting
the region, including Vietnam and China, | rise
today to strongly condemn China for violating
Vietnam’s sovereignty in the South China Sea
and to call upon the U.S. to issue a clear and
decisive statement of response.

On May 2, 2014, China anchored HD981 rig
in Vietnamese waters and deployed dozens of
naval vessels to support its provocative ac-
tions. On May 3 and May 5, China issued no-
tices banning all vessels from entering the
area and stating that HD981 rig will conduct
exploratory drilling. HD981 is anchored totally
within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
and continental shelf of Vietham, about 120
nautical miles from Ly Son island of Vietnam.

| thank U.S. Senator JOHN MCCAIN for his
leadership in unequivocally stating that Chi-
na’s territorial claims to the waters have no
basis in international law. Simply put, China’s
provocative actions are an escalation of its in-
tent to threaten peace and maritime security in
the East Sea.

Since 2009, China has escalated its claims
of the “nine-dash line”, cut the ship cables of
the “Binh Minh II” and “Viking Il (May and
June 2011), established “Sansha City” (June
2012), implemented “measures to enforce
‘Fishery Law of the People’s Republic of
China’ (entering into force since January
2014), enhanced oil explorations in disputed
areas, attacked Vietnamese fishing vessels,
launched patrol boats, and conducted military
exercises in the South China Sea to flex its
power and deter other claimants.

All the while the U.S. response has been
negligible, although the House Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific has
held hearings on the matter and several Mem-
bers, including myself, have introduced Reso-
lutions to promote a peaceful and collaborative
resolution to any and all disputes in the South
China Sea.

| am especially disappointed by the State
Department’s weak response to China’s recent
aggression. U.S. Department of State spokes-
woman Jen Psaki stated, “Vietnam has de-
clared a 200-nautical-mile exclusive economic
zone based on its coast line in accordance
with the law of the sea. Then we call on China
because China has a different view on that.
That's why we continue to call on both sides
not to take provocative or unilateral actions
given this is occurring in disputed waters near
those islands and these events, of course,
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point to the need for claimants to clarify, their
claims in accordance with international law
and reach agreement of what types of activi-
ties should be permissible within disputed
areas such as these waters.”

| call upon the State Department to issue a
more clear, definitive, and concise statement
than this. Once more, as Senator MCCAIN stat-
ed, China’s claims have no basis in inter-
national law, and the U.S. State Department
should not shirk from saying so. | join with
Senator MCCAIN in calling upon China’s lead-
ers to take immediate steps to de-escalate
tensions, and | call upon the U.S. to lead the
way. For historical purposes, | have submitted
this statement with supporting documentation
so that there is no dispute about the facts or
about where | stand.

[As of May 5, 2014]
FACTSHEET ON OPERATIONS OF CHINA’S HD-981
OIL RIG IN VIETNAM’S WATERS

On May 2, 2014, Vietnamese authorities an-
nounce that at 5:22 am on May 1, 2014, the
drilling rig HD-981 and 3 oil service vessels of
China were spotted as going south from the
northwest of Tri Ton island which belongs to
Vietnam’s Hoang Sa Archipelago (Paracels).
At 4:00 pm May 2, 2014, the drilling rig RD-
981 was set afloat at the location of 15°2958”
North latitude and 111°12'06” East longitude
of Tri Ton island with 27 protecting ships.
This location is about 130 nautical miles off
Vietnam’s coast and 119 nautical miles off
Vietnam’s Ly Son island. To date, the num-
ber of Chinese vessels has gone up to more
than 50. The location of the rig lies well
within the oil block No. 143 of Vietnam, un-
deniably within Vietnam’s exclusive eco-
nomic zone and continental shelf.

2. In the last few days, Vietnam has con-
tinuously communicated with China express-
ing its serious concerns. Vietnam has reiter-
ated and stressed that ‘‘the location that the
Chinese drilling rig HD-981 and protecting
vessels operate is undeniably within Viet-
nam’s exclusive economic zone and conti-
nental shelf; the operations of this drilling
rig and protecting vessels have seriously vio-
lated Vietnam’s sovereignty, sovereign
rights, and national jurisdiction as stipu-
lated by the 1982 United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (1982 UNCLOS), the
2002 Declaration of the Conduct of Parties in
the South China Sea (DOC), other related
agreements between the two countries’ lead-
ers, and Vietnam-China basic principles on
settlement of sea issues. Vietnam asks China
to immediately withdraw the drilling rig and
protecting vessels out of Vietnam’s waters”.

Viet Nam has sufficient historical evi-
dence, legal basis, and de facto administra-
tion over Hoang Sa to assert its sovereign
rights and national jurisdiction over its ex-
clusive economic zone and continental shelf
in accordance with the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea. Vietnam
requests that China respect Vietnam’s exer-
cise of sovereignty over Hoang Sa, sovereign
rights and jurisdiction over its exclusive eco-
nomic zone; and concurrently proposes to
China to settle the disputes over Hoang Sa
and other disputes related to Vietnam’s sov-
ereignty, sovereign rights and jurisdiction
through negotiations and other peaceful
means in accordance with international law,
including the United Nations Charter and
the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea.

Vietnam totally rejects and resolutely pro-
tests China’s arguments that the ‘‘operation
of drilling rig HD-981 is an ordinary activity
south of Zhongjian island (Tri Ton) of Xisha
(Hoang Sa) islands’, and has nothing to do
with Vietnam’s continental shelf and exclu-
sive economic zone; this is ‘‘an area of the
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territorial sea and contiguous zone of the
Xisha islands (Vietnam’s Hoang Sa) and that
on-going operation is conducted on a usual
basis at a location administered by China
without any dispute’; and that China would
not accept Vietnam’s request of negotiation
over Hoang Sa.

3. The fact that China disregards Viet-
nam’s communication requesting the with-
drawal of the drilling rig and oil service ves-
sels out of Block No. 143 is obviously an act
on purpose and an intentional and serious
violation of Vietnam’s sovereignty, sov-
ereign rights, and jurisdiction over Hoang
Sa, exclusive economic zone and continental
shelf; serious violation of the accords
reached between two countries’ leaders, the
spirit and content of the DOC, related prin-
ciples the international law, including the
1982 UNCLOS. The Chinese activities have
tremendously affected the political trust be-
tween the two countries, adversely impacted
the bilateral negotiations over sea issues,
and damaged the sentiments and feelings of
the peoples of Vietnam and China.

4. The Government of Vietnam respectfully
asks all Governments in the world to voice
condemnation of those wrongful acts by
China; demand China to recall its drilling rig
HD-981 out of Vietnam’s waters and respect
the rights and interests and coastal nations
in accordance with the 1982 UNCLOS, fully
and seriously observe the spirit of the Dec-
laration of the Conduct of Parties in the
South China Sea (DOC), ensure the security
and safety in the East Sea (Bien Dong); and
call upon China to soon settle disputes with
Vietnam through peaceful negotiations,
thereby contributing to peace and stability
in the region.

[As of May 7, 2014]

FACT SHEET NO. 2 ON CHINA’S LATEST ILLEGAL
ACTIVITIES IN VIETNAM'S EEZ

1. China’s provocative behavior:

To date, the number of China’s supporting
ships moving toward the drilling platform
has increased to more than 80, including 7
military ships, 33 marine patrol boats and
surveillance ships, and many other vessels.

2. China’s use of force:

Videos and pictures show Chinese ships,
backed by helicopters, aggressively obstruct-
ing Vietnamese ships.

The Chinese ships also sprayed water can-
nons, damaging Vietnamese vessels and in-
juring their crew members.

At around 8:10 a.m. on May 3, a Chinese
ship struck the right side of a Vietnamese
Marine Police vessel at high speed, smashing
the windows of the Vietnamese vessel that
was attempting to take evasive maneuvers.

A total of eight Vietnamese ships were
rammed, hit, or sprayed with high pressure
hoses.

At one point, five Chinese ships surrounded
a single Vietnamese vessel.

3. China’s impingement on freedom of navi-
gation:

The Maritime Safety Administration of
China (MSAC) announced on its website on
Saturday that all vessels should keep one
mile (1.6 km) away from the rig, called the
Haiyang Shiyou 981.

Despite Vietnam’s objections, MSAC on
Monday expanded the prohibited area around
the rig to a three-mile (4.8 km) radius.

On the ground, China uses force to drive
away Vietnamese ships.

The location is right on vital international
sea lanes. Consequently, China’s acts are
threatening maritime security and safety in
the region.
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HONORING PAUL MARKOWSKI
HON. GRACE MENG

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2014

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of my constituent, Paul Markowski. Paul
is a Behavior Detection Officer with the Trans-
portation Security Administration based at
LaGuardia Airport in Queens, NY. While off-
duty, Paul assisted a man in distress, saving
his life.

On the afternoon of April 13, after finishing
their shifts while walking to their cars, Paul
and his colleague, Michael Dougherty, spotted
a man who was signaling for help. They quick-
ly approached and found the man struggling to
breathe while waving a nonfunctioning inhaler.
As the man began to have a seizure, Paul and
Michael caught him before he fell, and then
gently laid him on the ground. Other officers
noticed the situation and subsequently called
for an ambulance. The man was successfully
transported to a nearby hospital.

Paul’'s actions were nothing short of heroic.
Speed, teamwork, and willingness to act all
played a role in helping save the man’s life. |
was honored to speak with Paul on Friday
afternoon to thank him for his exemplary serv-
ice. | ask that my colleagues in the House of
Representatives join me and rise in recogni-
tion of the decisive actions displayed by Mr.
Markowski.

TRIBUTE TO FELIX GAITER
HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2014

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, |
wish today to pay tribute to a longtime friend
and one of the finest men | have ever known.

Felix Gaiter recently passed away at the
age of 91. He was a well-known businessman
in my District and owner of the Gaiter Con-
struction Company, which was the largest Afri-
can American-owned construction company in
East Tennessee.

| had the privilege to be the lawyer for the
Gaiter Construction Company for just about
the entire time | practiced law. Mr. Gaiter was
one of the kindest, hardest working, and most
honest people with whom | have ever dealt.

Mr. Gaiter was also a veteran of World War
Il, and he easily earned his place among the
“Greatest Generation” with his service and
honorable life.

A member of Rogers Memorial Baptist
Church in Knoxville, he always lived his life by
the Golden Rule.

Mr. Gaiter is survived by his loving and de-
voted wife of 66 years, Mrs. Margaret Gaiter,
who has always been very kind to me. Mrs.
Gaiter treats everyone with love and respect.
She is a very bright fixture in the Knoxville
community and active in countless organiza-
tions.

My wife, Lynn, and | send our condolences
to Mrs. Gaiter, her three children and many
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, Felix Gaiter was a wonderful
husband, father, and citizen. | call his life and
accomplishments to the attention of my Col-
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leagues and other readers of the RECORD.
This Nation would be a much better place if
we had more people like him.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2014

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | was not
present during rollcall vote No. 203 on May 7,
2014. | would like the record to reflect | would
have voted “yes”.

—————

HONORING AMERICA’S PUBLIC
SERVANTS

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2014

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to direct the House’s attention to
Public Service Recognition Week, a time in
which we honor the more than 20 million men
and women who serve our nation as federal,
state, county, and local government employ-
ees.

These people are our friends and neighbors,
and they perform critical work every day that
is vital to our nation’s welfare. They keep us
safe from terrorist threats and food-borne ill-
ness, develop new treatments for diseases,
protect our environment, educate our children,
provide care to veterans, deliver our mail, and
the list goes on. Despite the popular notion of
the isolated “Washington bureaucrat”, the
overwhelming majority of government employ-
ees serve in our own communities in all fifty
states—including 85 percent of federal em-
ployees. Yet, we often overlook or simply take
for granted America’s public servants.

Of course, the government’s ability to effec-
tively perform essential functions depends on
a well-trained and highly-engaged workforce.
According to the Government Accountability
Office, nearly 30 percent of federal employees
on board at the end of fiscal year 2011 will be
eligible to retire by 2016, including one-third of
the government’'s top scientists, engineers,
physicians, mathematicians, economists, and
other highly specialized professionals. We
must redouble our efforts to identify and re-
cruit the next generation of talented public
servants to ensure government can continue
to tackle our nation’s toughest challenges.

At its best, government is an instrument of
our common purpose. It is a powerful tool to
defend the vulnerable, expand opportunity,
and help our country reach its full potential. In
a representational democracy, government is
not an abstract idea but a living institution that
is powered by men and women dedicated to
promoting and protecting the common good.
To all of those who have stepped up to the
plate and devoted their lives to this noble call-
ing, | thank you.

As we mark the passage of Public Service
Recognition Week, | urge all my colleagues to
join me in commemorating the hard work and
sacrifice made by our nation’s federal, state,
and local government employees.
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