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HONORING TICHIUNA LASHA’ 
FUNCHESS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a goal oriented stu-
dent, Tichiuna Lasha’ Funchess, from Crystal 
Springs High School. 

Tichiuna Lasha’ Funchess is the daughter of 
Mr. Rico and Mrs. Kimberly Funchess. She 
has one sibling, Danielle Floyd. 

Tichiuna is an honor student at Crystal 
Springs High School (CSHS) with 3.88 Grade 
Point Average. As a natural born leader, 
Tichiuna demonstrates her leadership abilities 
in her school, community, and church. At 
CSHS, she is a member of Student Council, 
SADD Club, Mu Alpha Theta (National Society 
Math Organization), FBLA (Future Business 
Leaders of America), NSHSS (National Soci-
ety of High School Scholars), Ambassador of 
NSHSS, and Ronald Reagan Scholars Pro-
gram. 

Tichiuna serves in her community as a rep-
resentative of the Crystal Springs Mayor’s 
Youth Council. She is also a faithful choir 
member and praise dancer at Terry Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. 

Tichiuna is inspired by her physics teacher 
Dr. Cecilia Newsome-McGowan. She says 
that she truly admires Dr. McGowan because 
with her credentials. She could work anywhere 
making much more money but, instead, she 
devotes her time to the students at Crystal 
Springs High School. 

Tichiuna has recently received acceptance 
letters from University of Mississippi and Mis-
sissippi State University to pursue a degree in 
Political Science. She plans to become a di-
vorce or corporate attorney. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Tichiuna Lasha’ Funchess as a 
student who is making a difference in her 
community. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
RODNEY A. LINDSAY 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service of Mr. Rodney A. Lind-
say, who served the United States of America 
honorably during the Vietnam War. Rodney’s 
commitment and service to our country de-
serves to be commended. 

Rodney was born in Merced, California, in 
July 1948. He attended local schools and 
graduated from Chowchilla High School in 
1966. 

Rodney entered the U.S. Army in April 
1968, at the height of the Vietnam War. He re-

ported to Fort Lewis, Washington, for basic 
training and upon completion he was sent 
across the country to Fort Dix, New Jersey, for 
advanced infantry training. 

After completing infantry training, Rodney 
was selected to join an exclusive group of ten 
soldiers for specialized shoulder-fired, surface- 
to-air ‘‘Red Eye’’ missile training at Fort Bliss, 
Texas. Rodney then reported to Fort Camp-
bell, Kentucky, where he received further spe-
cialized training in the operation of convoys in 
combat. Following all of his specialized train-
ing, the Army assigned Rodney to a military 
police unit. 

In April 1969, Rodney was stationed in Viet-
nam. During his time in Vietnam, Rodney was 
promoted to Specialist 4 and performed a 
number of duties including patrolling and se-
curing the perimeter of the Cam Ranh Bay. 

After his twelve month tour in Vietnam, Rod-
ney returned to the United States. For his 
service as a Specialist 4, Rodney was award-
ed the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam 
Service Medal, the Vietnam Campaign Medal 
with Device, the Vietnamese Cross of Gal-
lantry Unit Citation with Frame, the Sharp-
shooter Badge (M16), the Expert Badge 
(M14), and two Overseas Bars. 

Upon returning to civilian life, Rodney 
worked as a laborer and carpenter, building 
bridges throughout the western United States. 
He was later promoted to foreman and super-
intendent of bridge projects and highways 
where he served for more than thirty years 
until his retirement. 

Rodney lives in Chowchilla, California. He is 
a member of the National Rifle Association, 
the Carpenters Union, and the Bridge Builder’s 
Association. He is also a Life Member of Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Chowchilla BFW Post 
9896. He and his wife, Joy, have two daugh-
ters and three grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
U.S. House of Representatives to join me in 
recognizing Mr. Rodney A. Lindsay for his 
honorable service to our nation. He truly is a 
shining example of a proud American. He is a 
source of pride for our Central Valley and en-
tire nation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING HARRIS COR-
PORATION ON THE GRAND OPEN-
ING OF ITS NEW HERNDON OF-
FICES 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, this is a par-
ticularly exciting time in Northern Virginia’s 
Dulles Corridor as major employers, such as 
Harris Corporation, look to capitalize on Met-
ro’s Silver Line extension to Dulles Inter-
national Airport. As some of my colleagues 
are painfully aware, Washington, DC, is the 
only OECD capital not linked to its premier 

international gateway by mass transit. The 
Dulles Corridor is the second most important 
employment and investment center in the Na-
tional Capital Region, generating 25 percent of 
all economic activity, and that’s before the ar-
rival of Metro. 

Phase 1 of the Dulles Rail project will open 
later this year with stops in Tysons and Res-
ton, and Phase 2 is already under construc-
tion. I was pleased to attend the opening for 
Harris Corporation’s new office campus, which 
will consolidate operations from several re-
gional locations into a site near the future 
Herndon Metro Station. As my colleagues 
know, Harris is an international communica-
tions and information technology provider that 
partners with Federal, State, and local govern-
ments to support our nation’s military, commu-
nity first responders, and many other essential 
public services. 

Harris employs more than 1,600 people in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and this new 
facility will house nearly 500 high-tech workers 
supporting the company’s satellite, defense, 
intelligence, public safety, and health care op-
erations. I was pleased to join Harris CEO Bill 
Brown, Virginia Senator MARK WARNER, and 
other regional leaders in welcoming the Harris 
team to its new location in the heart of the 
Dulles Corridor in Virginia’s 11th Congres-
sional District. 

Fairfax County alone is home to 10 Fortune 
500 companies. Harris and its corporate 
neighbors recognize Northern Virginia as one 
of the best places in the Nation in which to do 
business and raise a family. We benefit not 
only from the jobs they create, but also from 
the tremendous support they and their em-
ployees give back to our local schools and 
community organizations. 

Once again, Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
welcome Harris Corporation to its new loca-
tion, and I look forward to its continued col-
laboration with the federal government and our 
local community.. 

f 

HONORING THE 2014 FREDERICKS-
BURG, VIRGINIA, AREA HIGH 
SCHOOL SENIOR MILITARY EN-
LISTEES 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 177 Fredericksburg, Virginia 
area high school seniors who plan to enlist in 
the United States Armed Forces after gradua-
tion. These students have excelled in their 
academic and extracurricular activities, and I 
offer my sincere congratulations upon their 
high school graduation. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selfless and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the Armed 
Forces: 

Adjare, Lester; Agnew, Chase; Ahmed- 
Alameldin, Mahmoud; Allen, Thomas; Allen, 
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Tierra; Alley, William; Ampy, Jasmine; Ander-
son, James; Antinori, Liam; Arndt, Clarissa; 
Ashton, Brandon; Bagnerise, Joseph; Ball, 
Jacob; Banks, Nicholas; Barger, Zachary; 
Barnes, SaQuan; Barr, Kevin; Bell, Cody; Ber-
nard, John; Berry, Nicolas. 

Best, Tyshawn; Blankenship, Stephen; 
Boardman, Catherine; Bolden, Jacob; Bonzie, 
Amos; Borden, Ashley; Bosford, Bryan; 
Brinson, Devlin; Brownlee, Cody; Buck, Jona-
than; Burch, Christopher; Byrd, Valentino; 
Calloway, George; Campbell, Brandon; Camp-
bell, Joshua; Cantrell, Justin; Carr, Brenden; 
Carter, Aaron; Cempron, Crystal; Choquette, 
Mark. 

Clark, Regan; Cole, Christopher; Coleman, 
Danielle; Conner, Keyon; Cooper, Hassiem; 
Croce, Remy; Cyrier, Thomas; Dabney, 
Lynshae; Dantonio, Mark; Deluca, Erik; 
Demetriades, Peter; Dieckhoff, Garrett; 
Dodson, Bethany; Dorsey, Thomas; Driskell, 
Daniel; Driskill, Joseph; Dubberly, Thurman; 
Ehrbar, Matthew; Escobar, Jadavian; Flint, 
Tyler. 

Fortune, D’Marcus; Fourhman, Joel; Ganoe, 
Jacob; Garnett-Anderson, Nathaniel; 
Geukgeuzian, Michael; Gholson, Khavari; 
Gibbs, Trevor; Gomez, Ernesto; Goode, 
Aaron; Graves, Crystal; Grenke, Konnor; Grier 
Maurice; Grizzard, Georganna; Ha, Nina; 
Hamilton, Corey; Hardin, Tiera; Harold, 
Chasitie; Harper, Ashley; Harper, Jasmine; 
Harper. 

Kristoffer-Rommell; Helm, Cronje; Hender-
son, Kameron; Hoffman, Christopher; Hoo, 
Christian; Horbacz, Stanley; Hughes, Chelsea; 
Humphries, Anthony; Huston, Sierra; Hyde, 
Seth; Ingerman, Kedrie; Jackson, Quincee; 
Jameson, Aeneaus; Jenkins, David; Johnson, 
Samed Farrad; Jones, Angela; Jumper 
Martrano, Christopher; Karistromer, Stephen; 
Kasper, Marla; King, Simone; Kissane, Sean. 

Knicely, Jacob; Kohler, Michael; 
Kondratenko, Joshua; Kosmoski, Justis; Lam-
bert, James; Larkin, Olivia; Lescano Mourao, 
Tamara; Lockard, Aaron; Lopez, Eric; Maltais, 
Gavin; Manthey, Hunter; Marbaker, Candice; 
Marsh, Michael; Marshall, David; Matlack, 
Erik; Matters, Jason; Maxwell, Jasjnn; Mccoy, 
Ryan; McDaniel, Ian; Mcmahan, Justin. 

Miyamasu, Daniel; Molina, Kenny; Money, 
Richard; Morris, Mason; Naylor, Ryan; Nunez, 
Danny; Parada, Kevin; Parker, Dwandre; Par-
rish, Nelson; Patterson, Riley; Payne, Jona-
than; Phillips, Christopher; Phillips, Timothy; 
Purce, Kiera; Quetsch, Brien; Ramirez, Sean; 
Rappa, Matthew; Reece, Kevin; Rheinstein, 
Nathaniel; Riggins, Christopher. 

Roach, Austin; Robinson, Sashauna; 
Roeding, Nicholas; Rowe, William; Sanchez, 
Nancy; Sayer, Michael; Schmiegel, Karl; 
Schulte, Lance; Seabron, D’Angelo; 
Shafovaloff, John; Shelton, Samuel; Sims, 
Adam; Sisemore, Shane; Smail, Tyler; Smoot, 
Kiane; Snyder, Logan; Stanley, Zachary; 
Stewart, Joshua; Terrado, Jayson; Tuccitto, 
Anthony. 

Tuggle, Dominique; Turner, Kevin; Under-
wood, Devonte; Walker, Christian; Walton, 
Benjamin; Walton, Thomas; Weimer, Desirae; 
Welter, Morgan; White, Terence; Whitt, Augus-
tus; Williams, Thomas; Williamson, Travis; 
Wooldridge, Stephen; Wygant, Raymond; 
Wynn, Christian; Yeboah-Afari, Boahene; 
Young, Derek. 

These students will be honored by the 
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes at their 3rd Annual Military En-

listee Recognition Ceremony on Wednesday, 
May 14, 2014 at the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 
great Nation. We owe them and the many 
Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 
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IN HONOR OF PENNSYLVANIA 
VETERANS OF THE SECOND 
WORLD WAR WHO FOUGHT IN 
THE BATTLE OF IWO JIMA 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor eight Pennsylvania veterans of the Sec-
ond World War who fought in the Battle of Iwo 
Jima. 

These brave and heroic gentlemen are 
members of the Delaware County #288 and 
General Smedley D. Butler #741 Marine Corps 
League Detachments. Although many of their 
brothers in arms died in the midst of battle or 
in the years since, these Marines and Sailors 
continue to carry the legacy of their brothers’ 
sacrifices for the security of our nation and de-
fense of freedom for all of us in this world. 

Let us forever remember and be grateful for 
the sacrifice of these heroes of the Second 
World War. Please join me in recognizing the 
following gentlemen for their service to our 
country: Louis Camilli, Jack Depew, Cliff 
Doud, George Edelmann, Joseph Hinderhofer, 
Alan McCauley, Walter Tallamage and Donald 
Walz. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LESLIE R. WHITE 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and thank Leslie R. White for his life-
time of service to the public transportation in-
dustry, including the last 17 years as General 
Manager of the Santa Cruz Metropolitan Tran-
sit District, called ‘‘METRO.’’ 

Les took the helm at METRO, which pro-
vides bus service to the very transit-dependent 
communities of Santa Cruz County, CA, at a 
time of turmoil and molded the agency into a 
national model. He transformed virtually every 
aspect of METRO’s operations, from replacing 
an aging diesel fleet with clean fuels buses to 
adding routes and making existing routes 
more efficient to improving paratransit service 
delivery. 

Under his leadership, METRO has grown to 
provide a level of service that makes public 
transportation in Santa Cruz County a viable 
alternative to automobile travel. Students from 
the University of California at Santa Cruz and 
Cabrillo College are loyal METRO riders, as 
are the scores of Santa Cruz residents com-
muting to and from jobs in Silicon Valley on 
the popular Highway 17 Express. 

My first interactions with Les involved work-
ing together on the development of 

MetroBase, the agency’s centralized oper-
ations and maintenance facility. The 1989 
Loma Prieta earthquake destroyed much of 
METRO’s infrastructure and left the system 
without any adequate facilities. After dealing 
with the delicate task of finding a suitable site 
for the new facilities in Santa Cruz, Les 
worked tirelessly to corral federal, state, and 
local resources for the MetroBase project that 
has resulted in long-term savings for the agen-
cy. 

In addition, I was pleased to have worked 
closely with Les on the creation of the Small 
Transit Intensive Cities (STIC) program in the 
2005 surface transportation reauthorization 
law known as SAFETEA–LU. Years earlier, 
Les came to me with an idea to rectify an im-
balance in the way that federal transit funding 
was allocated to smaller urbanized areas such 
as Santa Cruz. Now, the STIC program pro-
vides additional formula funding to commu-
nities with a strong local commitment to public 
transit, and over 160 communities in 45 states 
have benefitted from the program since its in-
ception. 

Les has dedicated his life to public transpor-
tation, and had a long history of achievement 
prior to his arrival in Santa Cruz. He started 
his career as a bus driver in his home state 
of Michigan and rose to lead transit agencies 
in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
and Vancouver, Washington. Joining him 
every step of the way was his wife and best 
friend Phyllis, who passed away in December 
2012. 

In 1996, he reached a pinnacle of his pro-
fession when he was elected by his peers as 
Chairman of the American Public Transpor-
tation Association, where he also helped de-
velop the popular Leadership APTA program, 
which helps groom transit professionals for 
leadership positions in the industry. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Les for his 
service to Santa Cruz and congratulate him on 
his well-deserved retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF ROBERT DANIELI 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and service of Mr. Robert 
Danieli, who passed away in 1996 at the age 
of 76. Bob served the United States of Amer-
ica honorably in northern Africa and Italy dur-
ing World War II and was a leader in the Cen-
tral Valley. 

Bob was born in Hollister, California. His 
family later moved to a farm near Chowchilla, 
where Bob attended local schools and worked 
alongside his father and brothers on the family 
farm and dairy. When his father was hospital-
ized, Bob ran the farm alongside his mother 
and two younger brothers. 

In July 1942, Bob set aside his farming du-
ties and reported for service with the United 
States Army. He completed basic training at 
Camp Roberts and joined the Western Task 
Force for Operation Torch, the allied invasion 
of northern Africa in November 1942 com-
manded by General George Patton. 

Bob was assigned as rifleman to the scout 
platoon of the headquarters unit where he 
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