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and Jeanine Calderoni Ransome. He grad-
uated from St. Joseph Academy in 1981 and 
Texas A&M University in 1985 earning a de-
gree in civil engineering. While at Texas A&M 
Charlie proudly served as a member of the 
Corps of Cadets. He went on to serve 23 
years in the U.S. Army and active reserves, 
retiring in 2008 as a Lieutenant Colonel. Char-
lie served tours of duty in Germany and Korea 
immediately out of college and was deployed 
to Iraq in 2004 with the Army Corps of Engi-
neers as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
While in Iraq Charlie managed logistics for the 
military’s construction efforts and troop rota-
tions and served as a special investigating of-
ficer. He was awarded the Bronze Star for his 
time in Iraq. Charlie believed very strongly that 
his years of his service in the military were his 
contribution to making a better world. Patriot-
ism was a way of life for him. He closed all his 
communications with the following quotation 
from Edmund Burke (1729—1797): ‘‘The only 
thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for 
good men to do nothing.’’ 

In 1991, Charlie married Melinda Janak. 
They were blessed with the birth of their son, 
Charles Zachary, in 1996. Charlie spent 21 
beautiful years with his beloved Melinda and 
16 with his beloved Zachary. The family loved 
to travel especially to all the wonderful Na-
tional Parks where Charlie marveled at the 
natural beauty that God created. 

Charlie’s civilian engineering career was 
spent with Jacobs Engineering, in Houston, 
Texas where he was employed for 24 years. 
Always a giving man, Charlie was active in 
volunteerism both through Jacobs and his 
son’s activities. Some of his favorite contribu-
tions were running United Way campaigns for 
Jacobs, reading to under privileged children 
and serving as treasurer for his son’s high 
school athletics booster club. 

Charlie was a man of great integrity, with 
the highest of moral standards. He was truly 
a family man, always loving to have his family 
and friends join him, Melinda, and Zach to cel-
ebrate at their home. An avid sportsman, hunt-
ing, fishing and scuba diving were some of his 
favorite pastimes. 

Charlie treasured his wonderful life and lived 
it to the fullest. He will always be remembered 
as a very kind and compassionate man who 
loved people. In turn, Charlie was loved by ev-
eryone who knew him, as was evidenced by 
the tremendous outpouring of love, care and 
support from family and his many friends 
throughout his illness and passing. 

We treasure the years Charlie spent with 
us. He will forever live in our hearts. May he 
rest in peace. 
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TRIBUTE TO HONOR MR. RAMON 
RIVERA 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2014 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Ramon Rivera from Malaga, Wash-
ington. Mr. Rivera is the founder of the Mari-
achi Huenachi program at Wenatchee High 
School and also the director of that remark-
able music group. Recently, he was honored 
by the Seattle City Club with one of the 2014 
Washington State Jefferson Awards. 

The Jefferson Award is an award for ‘‘un-
sung heroes’’ who have committed themselves 
to volunteer service and improving the lives of 
those around them, and, in doing so, improv-
ing the world. So far, over 300 students have 
participated in the mariachi program pioneered 
by Mr. Rivera, a program which has received 
national attention. Not only do his students 
learn about the rich cultural heritage of mari-
achi music but they are also expected to 
achieve academic excellence and are encour-
aged to pursue higher educations, something 
that many of Mr. Rivera’s students would 
never have considered otherwise. 

I am honored to have met Mr. Rivera during 
the Spring Recess and am even more hon-
ored to represent him as my constituent. I 
congratulate him on the success of his en-
deavors and earning this prestigious recogni-
tion. 

f 

THE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM OF IN-
DIANAPOLIS TO RECEIVE THE 
NATIONAL MEDAL FOR MUSEUM 
AND LIBRARY SERVICE 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2014 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the Children’s Mu-
seum of Indianapolis, who is being awarded 
the prestigious National Medal for Museum 
and Library Service from the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services on May 8, 2014. 
This award recognizes ‘‘institutions that make 
significant and exceptional contributions to 
their communities’’ and is highly selective, as 
only ten institutions receive the award annu-
ally. It is also the highest award any American 
museum or library can receive. 

The largest children’s museum in the world, 
the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis has 
been a mainstay of Indianapolis’ cultural land-
scape since its founding in 1925, and is recog-
nized as the global leader of museums for 
children. Among its many renowned perma-
nent exhibits are a recreation of the tomb of 
the Egyptian pharaoh Seti I, a forty-three foot 
glass masterpiece by the famed artist Dale 
Chihuly, the SpaceQuest Planetarium where 
children can view and understand the Indiana 
night sky, and a working carousel from 1917. 
There is also the Dinosphere, which displays 
full-size dinosaur skeletons, including 
Leonardo the mummified dinosaur. From May 
10, 2014 through November 2, 2014, the Chil-
dren’s Museum of Indianapolis will be the only 
museum in the United States to display the 
famed Chinese Terra Cotta Warriors as part of 
its permanent exhibit ‘‘Take Me There: China.’’ 

As a longtime Indianapolis resident who 
raised two children in our beautiful city, I espe-
cially appreciate all that the Children’s Mu-
seum does for Hoosier children every day of 
the year. During Halloween, the museum pre-
sents its famous Haunted House, and during 
the holiday season the main staircase is trans-
formed into the magical Yule Slide. Like many 
Hoosier parents, I have fond memories of tak-
ing my children to the Children’s Museum of 
Indianapolis, and was so moved by the muse-
um’s work that I was inspired to serve on its 
Board, which was one of the great honors of 
my career. I am pleased to continue working 

with the museum as a distinguished advisor 
helping to advance its important mission. 

As a member of the Education and the 
Workforce Committee, I also want to acknowl-
edge how important it is to our nation’s future 
to encourage our children’s curiosity and pro-
vide them with hands-on opportunities to learn 
about the world around them. The Children’s 
Museum does just that, and undeniably in-
spires the more than one million visitors who 
come to experience the museum each year. I 
am proud to recognize the Children’s Museum 
of Indianapolis today for its outstanding work 
in winning the National Medal for Museum and 
Library Service, and wish the museum contin-
ued success as it seeks to educate Indiana’s 
children and families. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. DENNIS 
JOHNSON 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2014 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues in the House to join me in 
recognizing Dr. Dennis Johnson on his retire-
ment from the George Washington University’s 
(GWU) Graduate School of Political Manage-
ment (GSPM). Dr. Johnson has committed 
more than 20 years of service to the GWU 
campus and will truly be missed there. 

Dr. Johnson hails from a small town outside 
Merrillville, Indiana. In high school, he was 
very active in student government and politics. 
He earned his BA in International Relations 
from Carlton College and his Ph.D. in Political 
Science from Duke University. His academic 
and scholarly interests include campaigns and 
elections, the profession of political consulting, 
and the history of American public policy. 

Dr. Johnson has over 20 years of teaching 
and leadership experience with GWU’s GSPM 
program. Dr. Johnson has served in multiple 
leadership roles with the GSPM, ending his 
tenure as the Director of its Legislative Affairs 
Program, Associate Dean, and later as its Act-
ing Executive Director. Notably, Dr. Johnson 
served as a Fulbright Distinguished Lecturer at 
Jinan University in Guangzhou, China during 
the 2010–2011 academic year, where he lec-
tured and spoke to a variety of academic, pro-
fessional, and business audiences throughout 
China. Dr. Johnson has authored numerous 
books on political management and has lec-
tured on the subject around the globe. He has 
had a lifetime passion for politics. In addition 
to his academic career, Dr. Johnson earlier 
served as Chief of Staff to then Congressman 
Norman Sisisky (D–VA). 

Dr. Johnson has done impressive work in 
advancing the cause of democracy around the 
globe. He epitomizes the American Dream, 
achieving success as a public school graduate 
and the first in his family to graduate from col-
lege. He earned money for his college tuition 
working summers in a steel mill. Coming from 
a small town to having had a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to have tea with the Queen of 
England, Dennis has retained a sense of hu-
mility and Midwestern charm. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dr. Dennis Johnson with sin-
cere congratulations on a job well done for 
GWU and for advancing democracy around 
the world. 
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TRIBUTE TO RANGEVIEW HIGH 
SCHOOL CYBERPATRIOT TEAM 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Savannah Clemente, Jacob John-
son, Lucas Nicodemus, Luke Robinson, Na-
than Teeter, and LeeAnn Wilson of Aurora, 
Colorado. Colorado was well represented by 
these Rangeview High School students at the 
2014 CyberPatriot Competition National Finals 
in National Harbor, Maryland. 

CyberPatriot is the premier national youth 
cyber defense competition that teaches high 
school and middle school students about 
cyber-safety and how to defend computer sys-
tems against cyberattack. It also teaches stu-
dents about internships and careers in cyber-
security and other opportunities in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics. 

The Rangeview High School CyberPatriot 
team distinguished itself from the rest of the 
competing teams by demonstrating out-
standing skills in three rigorous rounds of 
competition against their peers. Out of 1,500 
competing teams, only 28 made it to the final 
competition where national championship tro-
phies and scholarships were awarded. The 
Rangeview team won First Place in the Digital 
Crime Scene Challenge sponsored by the 
U.S. Cyber Crime Conference. 

The Rangeview High School CyberPatriot 
students will undoubtedly go on to serve as in-
novative leaders in our country. Their fierce 
dedication to the STEM disciplines is critical to 
our nation’s future. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor 
to recognize the Rangeview High School 
CyberPatriot students for their achievement of 
competing in the 2014 CyberPatfiot Competi-
tion National Finals. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. JULIET V. 
GARCÍA 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2014 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Dr. Juliet V. Garcı́a president of the 
University of Texas at Brownsville (UTB). Dr. 
Garcı́a was recently named by CNN Money/ 
Fortune as one of the World’s 50 Greatest 
Leaders—a list which includes Pope Francis, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Bono, and 
the Dalai Lama. Her leadership skills are an 
asset to Brownsville and South Texas. 

Dr. Garcı́a began her tenure as president of 
UTB in January 1992. Previously, she served 
as president of Texas Southmost College and 
was the first Mexican-American woman to be-
come president of a college or university in 
the United States. 

During Dr. Garcı́a’s tenure, she has relent-
lessly advocated for increasing access to high-
er education in South Texas, which is re-
flected in UTB’s enrollment statistics. The UTB 
student body is 91% Hispanic and 71% are 
first-generation college students. 

UTB has experienced tremendous growth 
under Dr. Garcı́a’s leadership. The school’s 
budget has increased from $31.4 million to 

$145 million, classroom space has quadrupled 
and many new buildings have been con-
structed including: a library, a life and health 
sciences building, a student union, an edu-
cation and business building, an early child-
hood learning center, a recreation center, a 
performing arts center, and two biomedical re-
search buildings. 

Currently, Dr. Garcı́a is guiding UTB through 
a merger with the University of Texas-Pan 
American to create the University of Texas-Rio 
Grande Valley. Importantly, the new university, 
which will include a medical school, will have 
access to state oil and gas royalties through 
the permanent university fund. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the opportunity 
to honor Dr. Juliet V. Garcı́a., and I appreciate 
you joining me in recognizing her commitment 
to higher education. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 2013–2014 UNI-
VERSITY OF NOTRE DAME WOM-
EN’S BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2014 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to congratulate the 2013–2014 University of 
Notre Dame Lady Irish Women’s Basketball 
team on their perfect regular season and ex-
citing NCAA tournament run. The team fin-
ished the regular season with an unbeaten 
record of 29–0 and finished the post season 
winning the Atlantic Coast Conference tour-
nament, as well as competing in their third 
straight NCAA National Championship game. 

The Lady Irish were led by their head 
coach, Muffett McGraw and senior captains 
Kayla McBride, Natalie Achonwa, and Ariel 
Braker. These outstanding players led their 
team to 37 consecutive victories, the univer-
sity’s first ever regular season, the Atlantic 
Coast Conference tournament Championships, 
and a third consecutive National Champion-
ship game appearance. Altogether, the Lady 
Irish finished their first season in the ACC, the 
same way it ended its time in the Big East, 
with another dominating conference title. 

In addition, the Irish earned several pres-
tigious individual conference and national hon-
ors. Along with the 37 game winning streak, 
Conference Championship, and Final Four ap-
pearance, Coach McGraw earned a sweep of 
the AP, Naismith, Pat Summit, and US Bas-
ketball Writers Association for Coach of the 
Year awards. Along with Coach McGraw’s 
amazing accomplishment, the team had three 
AP All-American’s with Seniors Kayla McBride 
and Natalie Achonwa and Sophomore Jewell 
Loyd. The team also won numerous Atlantic 
Coast Conference awards including: Coach of 
the Year (Coach McGraw), Player of the Year, 
(Kayla McBride) and ACC tournament MVP 
(Jewell Loyd). Along with those ACC awards 
McBride, Loyd, and Achonwa each earned all- 
conference honors as well. The hard work and 
dedication by the players and coaches 
showed in both the individual awards and their 
dominating run to the National Championship 
game. This team will be one that is remem-
bered forever in university history for years to 
come. 

As a former basketball player and Rep-
resentative of Notre Dame, it is my honor to 

recognize the hard work and success of the 
2013–2014 Lady Irish Basketball team. The 
dedication, selflessness, and sportsmanship 
these student athletes display is a model for 
young Hoosiers throughout Indiana. On behalf 
of Indiana’s Second Congressional District, I 
am proud to recognize the University of Notre 
Dame Lady Irish’s perfect regular season and 
amazing tournament run and wish them con-
tinued future success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIM GRIFFIN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2014 

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday, April 28, 2014, and Tuesday, April 
29, 2014, I missed six votes as I was home 
in Arkansas dealing with the aftermath of the 
devastating storm that hit my district over the 
weekend. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 178, the passage of H.R. 
4192, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 179, the passage 
of H.R. 4120, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 180, the 
Previous Question, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 181, 
the Adoption of the rule for Expatriate Health 
Coverage Clarification, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 
182, the passage of H.R. 4414, and ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall vote 183, the passage of H.R. 627, of 
which I am a cosponsor. 

f 

MERITORIOUS SERVICE CITATION 
FOR MG WILLIAM E. RAPP 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2014 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Major General William E. Rapp. 

Major General Rapp distinguished himself 
through exceptionally meritorious service from 
1 August 2012 to 1 June 2014, while serving 
as the Chief of Army Legislative Liaison. Dur-
ing this period of extraordinary change, contin-
ued combat operations in Afghanistan, and 
significant fiscal constraints and challenges 
facing the Army, Major General Rapp imple-
mented and fostered a significantly improved 
strategic partnership with the 113th Congress. 
He clearly understood the importance of Con-
gressional oversight and spearheaded the 
execution of an Army strategy to enhance 
Congressional trust and confidence in Army 
programs, policies and operations. Major Gen-
eral Rapp did a truly outstanding job in dealing 
with some of the most complex issues the 
Army faced during the last two legislative cy-
cles with unparalleled results, enabling the 
Army to receive the necessary authorities and 
resources to support combat operations, sus-
tain the all-volunteer force and maintain the 
quality of life for Soldiers, their Families and 
Army Civilians. Major General Rapp’s out-
standing leadership, strategic vision, and keen 
judgment are in keeping with the finest tradi-
tions of military service and reflect great credit 
upon him, the Office of the Army Legislative 
Liaison and the United States Army. 
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