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This decision flies in the face of prior rulings 

of the Supreme Court that struck down laws 
and ballot initiatives that place extra burdens 
on the ability of minorities to participate on 
equal footing in the political process. 

Also Mr. Speaker, let me add my voice to 
that of the President and so many other per-
sons of goodwill in denouncing the racist and 
offensive comments of Clippers owner Donald 
Sterling. His remarks have no place in our so-
ciety and are beneath contempt. 

It is particularly unfortunate that these des-
picable remarks were made by an owner of an 
NBA franchise because the NBA has been 
leading the way in showing the world that 
America’s diversity is its greatest strength and 
asset. 

NBA teams are comprised of athletes from 
every race and background who work hard 
and in common purpose to achieve the shared 
goal of winning championship and thrilling 
their fans, who can be found on every con-
tinent of the globe. As an economic engine, 
the NBA generates billions of dollars to the 
national and local economy. 

Americans do not disrespect or disparage 
African, Asian, South American, or European 
basketball stars because of their ethnicity or 
country of origin. They welcome them. 

Nigeria’s Akeem Olajuwon, China’s Yao 
Ming, Dkembe Mutombo from the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo are still revered in my 
home city of Houston. 

I am encouraged by the announcement of 
NBA Commissioner Silver that the league and 
its owners take this matter very seriously and 
I am confident will take appropriate action to 
make it clear that when it comes to racism, 
the NBA has a zero-tolerance policy. 

But last week we are unfortunately re-
minded that 50 years after the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 there is still much 
work to be done in perfecting our union. 

It is perhaps not a coincidence that the of-
fensive comments of Donald Sterling and 
Cliven Bundy were made by persons who 
came of age during the pre-Civil Rights era 
and that their views are not shared by the vast 
majority of their children’s and grandchildren’s 
generation. Diversity in education has been in-
dispensable in this transformation. 

That is why the decision in Schuette by the 
Supreme Court upholding Michigan’s anti-af-
firmative action initiative is so unfortunate. 

The Court’s decision perpetuates the direct 
harm to African-American, Hispanic, and Na-
tive American students and inflicts indirect 
harm to all other students, including those ad-
mitted as alumni legatees, which is just a dis-
guised affirmative action program for the afflu-
ent. 

They are all harmed is because as Justice 
Sotomayor pointed out in her powerful dissent, 
the Court’s ruling handicaps Michigan’s public 
colleges and universities in providing the cam-
pus diversity that ‘‘ensures the next generation 
moves beyond the stereotypes, the assump-
tions, and the superficial perceptions that stu-
dents coming from less-heterogeneous com-
munities may harbor, consciously or not, about 
people who do not look like them.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, America is a nation moving 
into the future. Our diversity gives us the 
unique opportunity to compete and win in a 
globalized economy. 

But to realize that future, we must leave be-
hind the long discredited beliefs and attitudes 
of the Donald Sterlings and Cliven Bundys of 
this world. 

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF 
WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ BLAIR, JR. 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 29, 2014 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of William ‘‘Bill’’ Blair, Jr., a tal-
ented Negro Leagues pitcher who became a 
voice for Dallas’ African-American community. 
His passing on April 20, 2014 leaves a void in 
the city Dallas, and I join with the Texas com-
munity in giving our condolences to the Blair 
family. 

Mr. Blair attended Booker T. Washington 
High School, where he played football and 
met his wife of 70 years, Mozelle Jordan. He 
went on to continue his studies at Prairie View 
A&M University and later enlisted to fight in 
World War II. In 1945, Mr. Blair became the 
youngest black sergeant to serve in the U.S. 
Army during World War II. 

Mr. Blair, a Negro Leagues Baseball Hall of 
Fame inductee, pitched from 1946 to 1951, for 
teams including the Indianapolis Clowns and 
Cincinnati Crescents, and was a player-man-
ager for the Dallas Black Giants. He was in-
strumental in the development of the African 
American Museum’s Texas Sports Hall of 
Fame and served on its advisory board. He 
was also inducted in 1996 as a member of its 
inaugural class. 

After his baseball career, Mr. Blair founded 
the Highlight News which ran from 1947– 
1957. He also later founded the Southwest 
Sports News, a newspaper that specialized in 
publishing scores from Black college games 
throughout the United States. The paper was 
renamed The Elite News in 1960, and is still 
in publication today, serving as the official 
voice of the church and the community. 

As a civil rights activist for more than 50 
years, Blair was instrumental in establishing 
the Elite News Awards, the first local African- 
American awards ceremony, in 1975. In 1986, 
he established the first Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Parade in Dallas, which is now an institution in 
the community. 

In honor of William ‘‘Bill’’ Blair, a pillar of the 
Dallas community, this statement will be en-
tered into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. He will 
be remembered as a civil rights activist, a 
leader of the community, and an irreplaceable 
figure in the history of the city of Dallas. 

f 

DAY OF REMEMBRANCE OF THE 
VICTIMS OF THE RWANDA GENO-
CIDE 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 29, 2014 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember the victims of the Rwanda Geno-
cide and to ask my colleagues to join me in 
commemorating the twenty-year anniversary 
of this horrific period in our human history. 

Over the course of just ninety days in 1994, 
extremists in the Rwandan government exe-
cuted a highly organized plan to exterminate 
the country’s entire Tutsi minority population. 

Sadly, they very nearly succeeded. 
Nearly one million Rwandans were killed in 

this horrendous conflict, and it is estimated 

that over three-fourths of all Tutsis living in 
Rwanda in 1994 were killed before the end of 
the summer. 

In 2010 and 2011, I traveled to Rwanda 
while researching my doctoral dissertation on 
the Rwandan Genocide. 

I met the prosecutors in Arusha, Tanzania, 
where the International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda was headquartered, as well as the ar-
chivists and researchers engaged in pre-
serving its history. 

Their stories remind us all why we must re-
commit to ending genocide. 

Today, on the Day of Remembrance of the 
Victims of the Rwanda Genocide, I ask that 
my colleagues join me and the people of 
Rwanda in honoring the victims. 

May we learn from the Rwandan Genocide, 
and may we ensure that such atrocities are 
never again permitted to take place. 

f 

HONORING THE SEXUALITY INFOR-
MATION AND EDUCATION COUN-
CIL OF THE UNITED STATES 
(SIECUS) 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 29, 2014 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Sexuality Information 
and Education Council of the United States 
(SIECUS) as it celebrates 50 years of advanc-
ing policies and education on sexuality and 
sexual and reproductive health. Founded in 
1964, SIECUS is dedicated to ensuring the 
sexual health and well-being of our nation’s 
youth and people of all ages. 

With the month of April dedicated to STD 
Awareness, April 10th recognized as National 
Youth HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, and the 
month of May dedicated to Teen Pregnancy 
Prevention, we acknowledge the continued 
need for health and sexual education for our 
nation’s young people. I commend SIECUS for 
its tireless work and commitment to ensuring 
social justice and sexual rights for all people 
over the course of the past five decades. 

While teen pregnancy and birth rates in the 
United States have declined to historic lows, 
the United States continues to have one of the 
highest teen pregnancy rates among com-
parable countries and pregnancy rate dispari-
ties—whether by race or geography—among 
young people persist. Additionally, young peo-
ple are bearing the burden of new HIV inci-
dence and other sexuality transmitted infec-
tions. 

Through teacher training, policymaker edu-
cation, parent and health care provider re-
sources, and national and state partnerships, 
SIECUS has strived to advance comprehen-
sive sexual education across the country to 
help address these alarming facts and equip 
young people with the information and re-
sources they need to lead healthy lives. 

Through the vision and leadership put for-
ward by SIECUS, there have been renewed 
efforts to invest in effective evidence-informed, 
medically accurate, age-appropriate, and inclu-
sive sexual health education over the past four 
years. 

In my congressional district alone, efforts to 
support the Division of Adolescent and School 
Health (DASH) has allowed the Oakland Uni-
fied School District (OUSD) to effectively col-
lect and report vital student health data and 
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deliver exemplary sexual health education with 
an emphasis on HIV and STD prevention. Fur-
thermore, adolescent access to key sexual 
health services has increased along with the 
establishment of a safe and supportive envi-
ronment for both students and staff. 

Moreover, the Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Initiative, an initiative that SIECUS also seeks 
to strengthen and support, has greatly im-
pacted the Alameda County Public Health De-
partment. Currently, Alameda County provides 
evidence-based HIV, STD, and teen preg-
nancy prevention to more than 1,500 young 
people in eighteen OUSD Middle Schools. 

Therefore, on behalf of California’s 13th 
Congressional District, I want to extend my 
congratulations to SIECUS on this important 
milestone. I wish them continued success in 
advancing comprehensive sexual education 
and the health of all people. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF AMOS 
CHARLES HASTON’S 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 29, 2014 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to acknowledge the 100th birthday 
of a respected educator and community lead-
er, Amos Charles Haston. Born in Denison, 
Texas on this day in 1914 to Tilmon and Mary 
Haston, Mr. Haston rose from humble begin-
nings to become a respected leader. 

Tragedy struck early in Mr. Haston’s life 
when his father was murdered in his presence 
in 1919. He and his mother subsequently 
moved to Wewoka, Oklahoma. He excelled in 
school, graduating as the salutatorian of his 
high school and achieving the status of all- 
state half-back for his football team. Mr. 
Haston worked, played varsity football, and 
sang on the college’s travelling a capella choir 
while putting himself through college at 
Langston University. In 1934, he became a 
member of his beloved Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-
ternity, Inc. at Langston. In 1937, Mr. Haston 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Science and Mathematics. He later at-
tended the University of Colorado for post- 
graduate work; Texas Southern University, 
where he received his Masters of Education in 
Secondary Administration degree; and the 
University of Oklahoma, where he did course 
work toward a doctorate. 

In 1937, Mr. Haston took his first job out of 
college as a teacher in a one-room school-
house, simultaneously teaching grades 1–8. 
He eventually resigned and moved to Hugo, 
Oklahoma to accept a position as a math 
teacher, as well as the head football and bas-
ketball coach. During the summers, Mr. 
Haston worked as a porter for the railroad, 
traveling from Portland, Oregon to Seattle, 
Washington to earn extra income. He met his 
wife of 73 years, the former Doris E. Sampson 
in Hugo. They married Christmas day in 1941 
and remain married to this day. 

In August 1942, Mr. Haston was called to 
the service of his country for a period of 46 
months, 27 months of which were served in 
combat in the Pacific Theater of World War II. 
Though his service began as a Buck Private 
in the Army, he was separated from the serv-

ice as a Second Lieutenant in the Corps of 
Engineers. Mr. Haston’s wife looked after his 
mother who became ill during his absence in 
the war. 

In September 1946, Mr. Haston was hired 
as a teacher in Ardmore, Oklahoma, where he 
also served as the assistant coach of the foot-
ball and basketball teams. In February 1952, 
Mr. Haston and his wife had their son William, 
who presently serves as Counsel in the Legal 
Division of the Federal Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration in Washington, D.C. 

In 1954, Mr. Haston accepted a job as Prin-
cipal of Lincoln High School in Nowata, Okla-
homa. He resigned in 1958 to establish a 
home in Houston, Texas in an effort to provide 
better opportunities for his son. In Houston, he 
worked for the Houston Independent School 
District as a math teacher at Kashmere Gar-
dens Jr./Sr. High School. Mr. Haston would go 
on to teach biology, chemistry, and physics. 
He also obtained the distinction of F.O.A. 
Science Specialist and was later promoted to 
Assistant Principal. 

In 1961, Mr. Haston and his family joined 
St. James Episcopal Church, where he served 
as a member of the Vestry, Sunday School 
Superintendent, Junior Warden, Senior War-
den, and member of the Brothers of St. An-
drew. 

Mr. Haston is a proud member of Kiwanis 
International and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Inc. He was the inspiration for Dr. Ronald 
Peters to work to establish Alpha’s Brother’s 
Keeper Program. On July 23, 2010, at Alpha’s 
90th General Convention, the Brother’s Keep-
er Program became international and was re-
named the ‘‘A. Charles Haston Brother’s 
Keeper Program.’’ Mr. Haston is also the only 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha to maintain a 
membership for 80 years. 

When recently asked what the most signifi-
cant event that had occurred in his life, he 
unhesitatingly said, ‘‘The election of a Black 
man, Barack Hussein Obama, II, as the Presi-
dent of the United States.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, Amos Charles 
Haston, is a dedicated and loving husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, great-grandfather, educator, 
veteran, and servant of all mankind. He is an 
exemplar for all those who aspire to selflessly 
serve others. 

f 

HARRISBURG REGIONAL CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 29, 2014 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the Harrisburg Regional Chamber of Com-
merce in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, which is 
celebrating its 100th anniversary on April 16, 
2014. 

Founded in the late 1800s, the Chamber 
was originally known as the Harrisburg Board 
of Trade. In 1913, it was agreed that the orga-
nization should be incorporated as a Chamber 
of Commerce, and in 1914, it was officially 
given this designation. Although the name has 
changed, Harrisburg Regional Chamber of 
Commerce has stayed true to its mission, act-
ing as a catalyst for policy change, job cre-
ation, and business growth throughout Cum-
berland, Dauphin, and Perry counties. The 

Chamber continues to serve as an important 
asset in Southeastern Pennsylvania, spurring 
economic development throughout the com-
munity. 

Mr. Speaker, for 100 years the Harrisburg 
Regional Chamber of Commerce has served 
as a catalyst for economic growth in Harris-
burg, PA. Therefore, I commend all those who 
have served to improve their community as 
part of this important organization. 

f 

COMMENDING CHILDREN’S 
MEDICAL CENTER OF DALLAS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 29, 2014 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to commend Chil-
dren’s Medical Center of Dallas, the recipient 
of the prestigious HIMSS Davies Enterprise 
Award of Excellence. Children’s leadership in 
the use of health information technology pro-
vides superior patient care. 

As the first nurse elected to Congress, I rec-
ognize that the implementation of an electronic 
health record (EHR) and the use of EHR tech-
nology is crucial in our medical community. 
Since 1994, the Nicholas E. Davies award of 
Excellence has recognized superior implemen-
tation and use of health information tech-
nology for healthcare organizations, private 
practices, public health entities, and commu-
nity health organizations. 

This is the second year in a row that Chil-
dren’s has been the recipient of the HIMSS 
Davies Enterprise Award and Children’s was 
the first hospital to achieve HIMSS Electronic 
Medical Record Adoption Stage 7. Children’s 
has also received two HITRUST certifications 
and was named Most Wired by Hospitals and 
Health Networks eight times. 

Children’s is able to use EHR technology to 
support quality focused care delivery where 
staff works in a team-based setting to bring 
high quality, measurably better care for their 
young patients. Children’s has seen reductions 
in median length of stay decline from 2.4 days 
to 1.95 days. Chest x-rays have decreased 
from 59 percent to 39 percent. 

Children’s uniquely uses the capabilities of 
its EHR to help patients and families play a 
larger role in their own care. This increases 
patient and family satisfaction. Children’s lead-
ership in the health information technology 
space not only moves us forward but it also 
improves patient care and quality of life for 
these young patients. 

I am proud to have Children’s Medical Cen-
ter in my district and I will continue to advo-
cate advancing health information technology 
nationwide. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 29, 2014 

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 178 & 179—I missed votes due to 
weather delay at airport. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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