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for those interested in local history and the
genealogy of Carbondale residents. The Alice
Ahern Lynady Room is home to a collection of
microfilms containing local periodicals from as
early as the 1830s and Carbondale directories
dating back to 1900. The library’s wide-rang-
ing collection also includes cemetery records,
photographic histories, books and documen-
taries about Carbondale and the surrounding
regions, and subscriptions to genealogy soft-
ware services.

It is an honor to commemorate such a valu-
able and long-standing institution like the
Carbondale Public Library. This invaluable re-
source brings the Carbondale community to-
gether to learn and explore. | hope that it con-
tinues this tradition of scholasticism and unity
throughout the 21st Century.

TRIBUTE TO ANNE PHAM
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2014

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and recognize Anne Pham of the
lowa Department of Natural Resources for
being named a 2014 Forty Under 40 honoree
by the award-winning central lowa publication,
Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines area who are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious distinction,
which is based on a combined criteria of com-
munity involvement and success in their cho-
sen career field. The 2014 class of Forty
Under 40 honorees join an impressive roster
of nearly 600 business leaders and growing.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Anne in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud Ms. Pham for utilizing her
talents to better both her community and the
great state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in
the House to join me in congratulating Anne
on receiving this esteemed designation, thank-
ing those at Business Record for their great
work, and wishing each member of the 2014
Forty Under 40 class continued success.

————
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON

THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2015

SPEECH OF

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 2014

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H. Con. Res. 96) estab-
lishing the budget for the United States Gov-
ernment for fiscal year 2015 and setting forth
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2016 through 2024:

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chair, a number of polit-
ical pundits have asked why House Repub-
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licans are advancing a budget this year con-
sidering the House and Senate have already
agreed upon a top-level budgetary baseline for
the upcoming fiscal year. Apparently, Senate
Democrats agree with these pundits and have
announced that they will not produce a budg-
et. Clearly, these pundits and Senate Demo-
crats have been in Washington for far too
long.

The American people did not send us to
Congress to look for shortcuts and to find the
easy way out. Last year's budget agreement
did not magically solve our fiscal challenges,
so we need to roll up our sleeves and get to
work.

Thankfully, under the leadership of Budget
Committee Chairman PAUL RYAN, House Re-
publicans are doing just that. Our budget
makes the tough decisions necessary to grow
our economy by curbing the growth of federal
spending and making critical reforms to our
entitlement programs.

Critics of the Republican budget call our
spending cuts draconian. On the current path,
spending will grow, on average, by 5.2 percent
a year over the next decade. Under this budg-
et, spending will grow, on average, by 3.5 per-
cent a year. That's not austerity, that’s respon-
sibility.

Our budget does cut $5.1 trillion in spending
and balances over the next ten years—without
raising taxes. On the other hand, the Demo-
crat's budget raises taxes by $1.8 trillion, in-
creases spending by $740 billion more than
current policy, while growing our annual deficit
to $637 billion in 2024.

While the differences between our budg-
etary priorities are clear, it is essential that
both sides of the aisle work together and build
upon last year's budget agreement. Moving
back to regular order of approving a budget
and advancing the annual individual appropria-
tions bills is the best form of governance pos-
sible. Every year, our federal agencies and
programs need to be closely examined so that
we can remove any waste, fraud, abuse or in-
efficiencies.

Mr. Chair, the budget before us is an impor-
tant step towards establishing a responsible
fiscal foundation for the next fiscal year as
well as the years to come. | look forward to
working with my colleagues on the House
Budget Committee and Appropriations Com-
mittee in executing the vision and priorities
laid out in this budget.

| once again want to thank Chairman RYAN
for his thoughtful, dedicated work on this
budget, which will be his last as Chairman,
and | urge all of my colleagues to support it.

HONORING KALEB BEHEE
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Kaleb Behee.
Kaleb is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1138, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Kaleb has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Kaleb has been involved with
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scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Kaleb
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Kaleb built a set of
heavy-duty tables for the Blue Springs High
School Golden Regiment Marching Band in
Blue Springs, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Kaleb Behee for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT AFFIR-
MATION AND NAVAL VESSEL
TRANSFER ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 7, 2014

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, this morn-
ing, | had the honor of taking part in a video
conference with President of Taiwan, Mr. Ma
Ying-jeou, at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies. President Ma offered his
insights on the U.S.-Taiwan bilateral relation-
ship, especially timely given the 35th anniver-
sary of the Taiwan Relations Act. President
Ma’s speech follows below:

OPENING REMARKS

I would first like to extend my apprecia-
tion to the Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies for organizing this video-
conference for the third time. I believe this
is the second time Dr. Hamre has hosted this
event, and I want to thank him whole-
heartedly. On the eve of the 36th anniversary
of the enactment of the Taiwan Relations
Act (TRA), a landmark piece of legislation
that has laid the cornerstone of the robust
relationship between the Republic of China
and the United States, I am especially
pleased to have this opportunity to discuss
the unique partnership between our two
countries with such a distinguished audi-
ence.

A STRONG AND LONG-STANDING FRIENDSHIP

The friendship between the Republic of
China and the U.S. dates back over one cen-
tury. It all began with a desire for mutual
understanding. The Boxer Indemnity Schol-
arship Program was established by the U.S.
in 1909 with an endowment of 10.8 million
U.S. dollars. The scholarship allowed Chinese
students to study in the U.S., and in 1911
helped establish the forerunner of the pres-
tigious National Tsing Hua University,
which has educated generations of young tal-
ent in mainland China and Taiwan, including
three Nobel laureates. My hat is off to my
American friends for having the foresight to
initiate such a beneficial scholarship pro-
gram. The idea behind it was the American
vision to provide educational opportunities
for a vast but poor and backward Asian coun-
try surrounded by insatiable imperialist
powers.

During the first half-century of our part-
nership, the United States played a vital role
in ensuring the Republic of China’s survival
and development. In August 1941, for in-
stance, four months before the Pearl Harbor
attack, the U.S. dispatched the Flying Ti-
gers to help in China’s difficult war against
Japan. They shot down more than 200 Japa-
nese military aircraft during the first seven
months after their arrival in China.
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In January 1943, the U.S. abrogated the 100-
year old unequal treaty system, with its
extraterritoriality and consular jurisdiction,
and signed the Sino-American New Equal
Treaty with us in Washington, a signal that
the U.S. sought a truly equitable partnership
with the Republic of China.

On December 1st, 1943, the United States,
United Kingdom, and Republic of China
issued the historic Cairo Declaration, in
which they demanded that Japan restore all
territories stolen from the Chinese, such as
Manchuria, Taiwan, and the Pescadores, to
the Republic of China. This position was re-
confirmed in the Potsdam Proclamation on
July 26th, 1945 and realized 38 days later with
the signing of the Japanese Instrument of
Surrender on September 2nd. We truly appre-
ciate America’s vital military and diplo-
matic role during this period in helping the
Republic of China recover sovereignty over
Taiwan.

From 1950 to 1965, the U.S. provided Tai-
wan with 1.5 billion U.S. dollars in economic
aid. Our two countries signed a Mutual De-
fense Treaty in 1954 under which the U.S.
guaranteed our security. This provided a
peaceful external environment that enabled
Taiwan to create an economic miracle. Since
then, the U.S. has stood by Taiwan through
thick and thin.

35TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TAIWAN RELATIONS
ACT

Relations between the ROC and U.S.
changed drastically in 1978, a year that I
look back upon with profound regret. In De-
cember that year, President Jimmy Carter
decided to switch diplomatic recognition
from Taipei to Beijing. To remedy the situa-
tion, the Carter administration submitted a
draft version of the TRA to the Congress.
But because of the inadequacies of the draft,
Congress made many crucial improvements.
On April 10th, President Carter signed the
bill into law, and made it retroactively effec-
tive from January 1lst, 1979. The TRA, ac-
cording to an American scholar at the time,
re-recognized Taiwan after it had been de-
recognized by the Carter administration.

I was glad to learn that just two days ago,
the U.S. House of Representatives unani-
mously passed a bill reaffirming the unwav-
ering commitment of the U.S. to the TRA.
The TRA provides the legal framework for
many agreements signed between Taiwan
and U.S., including a potential bilateral in-
vestment agreement. With solid bipartisan
support in the U.S. Congress, our two coun-
tries have maintained strong political, secu-
rity, economic, and cultural ties that have
helped ensure and enhance peace and sta-
bility in Bast Asia. Another U.S. commit-
ment was the Reagan administration’s Six
Assurances to Taiwan in July 1982, in which
the U.S. reiterated its continued commit-
ment to Taiwan’s security.

When I took office in May 2008, I made it
my top priority to improve Taiwan’s rela-
tionship with the U.S. by restoring high-
level mutual trust, which was nearly non-
existent at the time. Today, ROC-U.S. rela-
tions are the strongest they’ve been in 35
years or more. With U.S. support, Taiwan
has been able to improve cross-strait rela-
tions and confidently engage Beijing from a
position of strength.

Continued American backing, under the
mandate of the TRA, for Taiwan’s meaning-
ful participation in international organiza-
tions is another present-day example of U.S.
support for our foreign policy goals. In May
2009, the ROC health minister attended the
World Health Assembly in Geneva after an
absence of 38 years. In September last year,
the Director-General of our Civil Aero-
nautics Administration was invited as a
guest of the President of the Council of the
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International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) to attend ICAO’s 38th Assembly in
Montreal, Canada, after an absence of 42
yvears. These were major steps forward in our
efforts to achieve more international partici-
pation.
THE ROC: A PEACEMAKER AND HUMANITARIAN
AID PROVIDER

Using what I call the policy of ‘“‘viable di-
plomacy,” we have expanded Taiwan’s inter-
national space, and strengthened relations
with our allies and neighbors. Taiwan con-
tributes to regional peace, prosperity, and
stability through timely and concrete ac-
tions.

As many of you know, Taiwan, mainland
China, and Japan all claim sovereignty over
a group of small islets in the East China Sea
known as the Diaoyutai Islands. These is-
lands are uninhabited, but are located near
rich fishing grounds, undersea hydrocarbon
deposits, and some of the world’s busiest
shipping lanes.

In recent years, the danger of confronta-
tion over the Diaoyutai Islands has grown
tremendously. That is why I proposed the
East China Sea Peace Initiative in August
2012. I wanted to demonstrate that a dif-
ferent path and a more hopeful outcome are
possible. This initiative elevates peaceful ne-
gotiation over confrontation. It de-empha-
sizes the territorial nature of the dispute and
focuses on resource sharing and cooperation.

On April 10th last year, exactly a year ago
tomorrow, we signed the Taiwan-Japan Fish-
eries Agreement. There had been 16 rounds of
fruitless negotiations in the previous 16
years, but we were able to get it done in the
17th round. We achieved success by pro-
ceeding on the basis that ‘‘while sovereignty
cannot be compromised, resources may be
shared.”” The agreement allows fishing boats
from both countries to operate, for the first
time in more than 40 years, in disputed
waters twice the size of Taiwan near the
Diaoyutai Islands. Meanwhile, the territorial
claims of both sides remain intact thanks to
the inclusion of a ‘‘without prejudice”
clause. The agreement embraces the spirit of
the East China Sea Peace Initiative, and has
won wide support within Taiwan and Japan,
from the U.S., and in the international com-
munity in general.

We also acted in line with the East China
Sea Peace Initiative to resolve a dispute
with the Philippines after the Philippine
Coast Guard shot a Taiwan fisherman dead
in May last year. After months of intense ne-
gotiations, the Philippine government made
an official apology, provided compensation
for the victim’s family. The perpetrators
were charged with homicide by the Phil-
ippine Department of Justice last month. In
addition, the two sides agreed to refrain
from the use of force in law enforcement ac-
tions, to notify the other side before taking
any enforcement action, and to promptly re-
lease detained fishing vessels and crew in
case of arrest.

Then, in November last year, when the
Philippines was hard hit by Typhoon
Haiyan—known there as Typhoon Yolanda—
causing more than 6,000 deaths, we imme-
diately delivered 680 tons of relief supplies to
the devastated area on 18 air force cargo
flights and one naval vessel. The donations
were worth 12 million U.S. dollars.

After the Japanese earthquake in March
2011, which took more than 18,000 lives, my
government immediately announced a dona-
tion of 3.3 million U.S. dollars to assist in
the rescue effort. In the following two
months, the people of Taiwan donated
around 230 million U.S. dollars. This was the
single largest amount of foreign assistance
ever donated by the people of Taiwan. In
fact, it exceeded the sum total of donations
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provided to Japan by 93 other countries that
provided assistance. I would add that my
wife and I also played a small part when we
joined a telethon to solicit donations.

These measures reflect our determination
to be a peacemaker and a provider of human-
itarian aid in the international community.

To forestall the possibility of military con-
flict over the East China Sea Air Defense
Identification Zone, I issued the Statement
on East China Sea Air Space Security on
February 26 this year. In this statement, I
proposed that all parties concerned should
seek to resolve disputes by peaceful means
pursuant to international law and the East
China Sea Peace Initiative. I also proposed
that the parties should formulate an East
China Sea Code of Conduct and set up a mul-
tilateral negotiation mechanism.

I was pleased to learn of the testimony
given by U.S. Assistant Secretary of State
Daniel Russel on February 5 this year before
the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on
Asia and the Pacific. He mentioned that the
principles of the East China Sea Peace Ini-
tiative ‘‘are at the heart of the U.S. strategy
and the U.S. effort, namely respect for inter-
national law and peaceful resolution of dis-
putes.” In fact, the spirit of the East China
Sea Peace Initiative could also apply to the
South China Sea.

A PEACEFUL TAIWAN STRAIT

Now, let us turn to cross-strait relations.
Since I took office in 2008, I have pursued a
cross-strait policy of maintaining the polit-
ical status quo. This means ‘‘no unification,
no independence, and no use of force” under
the framework of the ROC Constitution. It
also means maintaining peaceful cross-strait
relations on the basis of the 1992 Consensus,
namely, ‘‘one China, respective interpreta-
tions.” And in order to ensure sustainable
peace across the Taiwan Strait, I have also
formally announced that we will not pursue
policies such as ‘‘two Chinas,” ‘‘one China,
one Taiwan,” or ‘“Taiwan independence.”

Thanks to the joint efforts of both sides,
cross-strait relations are at their best state
in over six decades. To date, the two sides
have completed 10 rounds of talks, signed 21
agreements, and plan to exchange represent-
ative offices in the future. Some of the main
areas covered under the 21 agreements in-
clude economic cooperation, transportation,
health, science, agriculture, and mutual ju-
dicial assistance. The number of regularly
scheduled direct cross-strait flights has in-
creased from zero to 118 per day. The number
of mainland visitors per year has gone up
from 290,000 to 2.8 million, nearly a tenfold
increase. And the number of mainland stu-
dents in Taiwan has jumped from 800 to
24,000, a thirtyfold increase. Meanwhile, law
enforcement agencies from Taiwan and the
mainland have cooperated to arrest nearly
6,000 criminal suspects. As a result, the num-
ber of scam cases has been cut by 60% from
its peak, and the resulting financial losses to
victims in Taiwan have fallen by 80% from
its peak. It is evident that improved cross-
strait relations bring tangible benefits to
Taiwan.

We’ll continue to focus on similar topics.
We do not exclude political topics, however,
if the people of Taiwan support it.

Our Mainland Affairs Minister Wang Yu-
Chi visited mainland China last February to
meet in Nanjing with his counterpart, Min-
ister Zhang Zhijun of the Taiwan Affairs Of-
fice. This was the first official meeting of its
kind since the two sides came under separate
rule 65 years ago. This meeting represented
the gradual institutionalization of the cross-
strait relationship, and was a historic mile-
stone on the path toward sustainable peace
and prosperity. These developments prove
that viable diplomacy and cross-strait rela-
tions are indeed complementary and con-
stitute a virtuous cycle.
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Again, I want to thank the United States
for Assistant Secretary Daniel Russel’s re-
cent testimony in the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, where he said, and I quote,
“we very much welcome and applaud the ex-
traordinary progress that has occurred in
cross-strait relations under the Ma adminis-
tration.”

ENHANCING ROC-U.S. ECONOMIC RELATIONS

Trade and investment relations between
the ROC and U.S. have always been close. In
2013, Taiwan was the 12th largest trading
partner of the U.S. for goods, with 57.7 bil-
lion U.S. dollars in two-way trade. The
United States is the largest source of foreign
direct investment in Taiwan, cumulatively
investing 23 billion U.S. dollars as of Janu-
ary 2014.

In March last year, we resumed talks
under the 1994 Taiwan-U.S. Trade and Invest-
ment Framework Agreement (TIFA), and we
just successfully concluded the 8th TIFA
meetings last week in Washington. I want to
praise the hard work of both sides and the
positive outcome achieved in the meetings. I
hope that we can launch the negotiation of a
bilateral investment agreement (BIA) in the
near future. A BIA would serve as the begin-
ning of a more robust and comprehensive
economic relationship between our two coun-
tries.

Taiwan is an important security and eco-
nomic partner of the U.S., as former Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton stated in
2011. To further demonstrate our commit-
ment to enhancing trade and investment re-
lations with the U.S., Taiwan sent a delega-
tion of 42 business leaders to the SelectUSA
Investment Summit last fall. Our delegation
was the third largest among over 60 partici-
pating countries. We also dispatched a high-
level CEO delegation led by former ROC Vice
President Vincent Siew to the U.S. last No-
vember to promote investment in the U.S.
from Taiwan.

ROC’S DETERMINATION TO ACTIVELY PARTICI-
PATE IN REGIONAL ECONOMIC INTEGRATION

To improve Taiwan’s competitiveness and
avoid the danger of being marginalized, I
began pursuing deregulation and market
opening immediately after taking office in
2008. The lack of diplomatic ties makes it
difficult for us to negotiate free trade agree-
ments (FTAs) with our major trading part-
ners. To break the isolation, we decided to
start with mainland China, our largest trad-
ing partner since 2003. We successfully con-
cluded the Cross-Straits Economic Coopera-
tion Framework Agreement (ECFA) in 2010.
This was followed in 2011 by an investment
agreement with Japan, our second largest
trading partner and investor. Last year, we
signed an economic cooperation agreement
(ANZTEC) with New Zealand in July, and an
economic partnership agreement (ASTEP)
with Singapore in November. We are also in
contact with other potential partners in Asia
and Europe in the hope of concluding more
such accords.

In addition to bilateral trade negotiations,
we must also take part in regional arrange-
ments. Taiwan has highly developed mar-
kets, and shares Pacific borders with the
world’s three largest economies—the U.S.,
mainland China, and Japan. The ASEAN na-
tions are also nearby. Taiwan should not be
excluded from the process of economic inte-
gration in East Asia.

Given that Taiwan’s trade with the 12
members of the Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP) in 2013 came to nearly 200 billion U.S.
dollars and accounted for 34% of Taiwan’s
total external trade, we believe Taiwan’s
membership in the TPP would definitely be
beneficial not only for Taiwan, but also for
all TPP member states.
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Moreover, a TPP with Taiwan’s member-
ship would not only assure Taiwan’s eco-
nomic security, but would also help
strengthen the economic presence of the U.S.
in the Asia-Pacific region. In this regard, I
am pleased to acknowledge the statements
made by Assistant Secretary of State Daniel
Russel and Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State Kin Moy recently at Congressional
hearings. At the hearings, they both stated
that the U.S. welcomed Taiwan’s interest in
the TPP.

In the meantime, Taiwan also trades heav-
ily with the 16 member countries of the Re-
gional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP). In 2013, our trade volume with RCEP
countries came to 325 billion U.S. dollars, or
about 57% of Taiwan’s total external trade.
It is only natural that Taiwan is also seek-
ing membership in the RCEP.

A recent effort by our government for a
TPP and RCEP membership is the free eco-
nomic pilot zones (FEPZs). The goal of the
FEPZs is to establish a good environment for
doing business, and to pave the way for Tai-
wan’s membership in the TPP and RCEP.
The American Chamber of Commerce in Tai-
pei puts out a magazine called Taiwan Busi-
ness Topics that has commented on our
FEPZs. Allow me to quote from the maga-
zine: ‘“‘The (Taiwan) government’s initiative
in establishing Free Economic Pilot Zones is
an indication of its seriousness in seeking in-
novative new directions for the Taiwan econ-
omy.”” The new directions that the Chamber
is referring to here are liberalization and
globalization.

CONCLUSION

Ladies and gentlemen, Taiwan and the U.S.
are determined to maintain peace and sta-
bility in East Asia, and we are working to-
gether to do so. If actions speak louder than
words, then the U.S. has certainly spoken
loudly and forcefully in support of our cen-
tury-long partnership. We continue to be
grateful for America’s political, economic,
and security support.

And, as I have noted, with admission to the
TPP and RCEP a top priority for my admin-
istration, I hope, on this 35th anniversary of
the TRA, that the United States will join us
in this effort. I do believe we can approach
this goal as the beginning of a bright new
chapter in the Taiwan-U.S. partnership. The
sky is the limit, so let’s soar on the wings of
this unique partnership!

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for your
attention. I now look forward to your ques-
tions.

TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW MCcKINNEY

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2014

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and recognize Matthew McKinney
of Brown Winick in Des Moines, lowa, for
being named a 2014 Forty Under 40 honoree
by the award-winning central lowa publication,
Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines area who are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each vyear, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious distinction,
which is based on a combined criteria of com-
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munity involvement and success in their cho-
sen career field. The 2014 class of Forty
Under 40 honorees join an impressive roster
of nearly 600 business leaders and growing.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Matthew in the United
States Congress and it is with great pride that
| recognize and applaud Mr. McKinney for uti-
lizing his talents to better both his community
and the great state of lowa. | invite my col-
leagues in the House to join me in congratu-
lating Matthew on receiving this esteemed
designation, thanking those at Business
Record for their great work, and wishing each
member of the 2014 Forty Under 40 class
continued success.

———

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF MARIE
WOLBACH

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2014

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an extraordinary woman and devoted
leader in our community who has inspired nu-
merous girls to strive for success and excel in
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics STEM. Marie Wolbach cares deeply
about ensuring that girls have the educational
tools they need, and through the sheer force
of her knowledge, determination, advocacy,
participation, and persuasive talents, she cre-
ated a unique educational opportunity for
them.

Marie Wolbach is a retired medical sociolo-
gist and recognizes the critical need for girls to
learn about science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics. She founded Tech Trek in
1998 with the help of an American Association
of University Women (AAUW) Community Ac-
tion Grant. Tech Trek is a weeklong science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics
summer camp for underserved rising eighth-
grade girls, offering them an opportunity to
enter a world that empowers and encourages
them to think about themselves as future sci-
entists, engineers, mathematicians, and com-
puter specialists. Since Tech Trek began on
the campus of Stanford University, it has
grown to ten camps on eight college cam-
puses in California, and in 2013, it expanded
nationally to seven other states where it has
already positively impacted the lives of the
girls who attended. Because of Marie
Wolbach’s vision, Tech Trek graduates are
breaking barriers in the fields of science, tech-
nology, engineering and math, with surveys
demonstrating that 96 percent of their former
participants are now in college, and 54 per-
cent are STEM majors.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in paying tribute to this
extraordinary woman as she is honored with
the “Unsung Heroes” Jefferson Award. KPIX 5
nominated her for this prestigious award which
she has earned and richly deserves. Marie
Wolbach’s unparalleled vision for a better fu-
ture for girls strengthens our nation immeas-
urably and makes her a national treasure. It is
a high privilege to represent Marie Wolbach,
and call her my friend.
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