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Many of these Hungarian emigrants, like my
Great Grandparents, traveled to the United
States but retained a close tie to their home-
land. It is wonderful that those who still retain
their Hungarian identity have the ability to re-
main involved in this democratic process.

Hungary’s significance cannot be overstated
and the country’s position as a world partner
before WWII is important to always remember.
Hungary has a rich culture and heritage that
adds a great dynamic to the world.

As a Member of Congress with deep Hun-
garian roots, and as a proud Member of the
Hungarian Caucus, our nations must continue
to build upon our strong bilateral diplomatic
and economic relations.

HONORING JIMMY JOE JOHNSON
HON. TIM GRIFFIN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 2014

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Jimmy Joe Johnson,
whose quick thinking, expertise, and deter-
mination helped save Lake Conway from free
flowing crude oil on March 29, 2013, when the
ExxonMobil Pegasus Pipeline ruptured.

Jimmy Joe has been the Mayflower Street
Department Supervisor for 15 years. His swift
plan of action helped protect a critical natural
resource in central Arkansas. Along with a
crew of city, county and local volunteers, he
deployed every resource available, including
dump trucks and backhoes to construct a bar-
ricade that isolated the surging oil.

Racing against time, they first plugged a
pair of 48-inch metal pipes that isolated the oil
to a 30-acre cove beside Lake Conway, a
6,700-acre body of water.

He then instructed his crew to create a dike
the length of a football field with gravel and
pipes, allowing the oil to pool where it could
be removed with vacuums and skimmers. By
the time rain began falling that evening, the
Mayflower Street Department had exhausted a
supply of 75 tons of gravel.

Lake Conway was created by an Arkansas
conservation agency and is the largest man-
made lake in the United States. It is renowned
for its catfish, crappie, bluegill, and bass. The
lake is approximately eight miles long with 52
miles of shoreline.

Jimmy Joe claims that he did what anyone
else would have done during the oil spill, but
his swift actions demonstrated a tremendous
amount of excellence and leadership in the
midst of a crisis.

On behalf of Arkansans and Americans ev-
erywhere, | honor Jimmy Joe Johnson and his
entire crew for their heroic actions.

———————

CONGRATULATING DAVID
HAFFNER

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 8, 2014

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
and honor Leggett and Platt CEO David
Haffner for receiving the 2014 Richard M.
Webster Citizen of the Year Award by the
Carthage Chamber of Commerce.
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Haffner is the CEO and Chairman of the
Board of Leggett and Platt, a Carthage-based
business with annual global sales of over $4
billion. Prior to his appointment as Chairman
of the Board, Haffner served as Leggett and
Platt’s president from 2002 until 2013, and its
Chief Operating Officer from 1999 to 2006.

Leggett and Platt, Inc. is one of the largest
manufacturing companies in the United States
and is listed on the S&P 500. Today, it manu-
factures a diversified line of products ranging
from bedding materials, steel wire products,
commercial fixturing, and commercial vehicle
products. Through David Haffner's leadership,
Leggett and Platt continues to expand its glob-
al reach with over 18,000 employee-partners
and 130 facilities in 17 countries.

Even as Leggett and Platt expands globally,
David Haffner and the entire Leggett and Platt
team never forget its importance to the
Carthage community. | am certainly proud to
recognize David Haffner for receiving the 2014
Richard M. Webster Citizen of the Year
Award, and | hope the leadership principles
practiced by David continue to inspire the
Leggett and Platt team and the Carthage com-
munity.

TRIBUTE TO JASON GILES
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 2014

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and recognize Jason Giles of
Nyemaster Goode in Des Moines, lowa for
being named a 2014 Forty Under 40 honoree
by the award-winning central lowa publication,
Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines area who are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious distinction,
which is based on a combined criteria of com-
munity involvement and success in their cho-
sen career field. The 2014 class of Forty
Under 40 honorees join an impressive roster
of nearly 600 business leaders and growing.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Jason in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud Mr. Giles for utilizing his
talents to better both his community and the
great state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in
the House to join me in congratulating Jason
on receiving this esteemed designation, thank-
ing those at Business Record for their great
work, and wishing each member of the 2014
Forty Under 40 class continued success.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 60TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE ELECTRONIC
PROVING GROUND

HON. RON BARBER

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 2014

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the sixtieth anniversary of the
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founding of the Electronic Proving Ground
(EPG), located in my district at Fort Huachuca
in Southern Arizona.

The Electronic Proving Ground (EPG) is the
Army’s C5ISR (Command, Control, Commu-
nications, Computers, Intelligence, Surveil-
lance and Reconnaissance) developmental
tester under the Army Test and Evaluation
Command (ATEC). C5ISR is one of the major
components to Cyber Command and is abso-
lutely essential to understanding and control-
ling the battlefield of the 21st Century.

The mission of EPG is to plan, conduct, and
analyze the results of technical tests for
C5ISR systems and Electronic Combat (EC)/
Electronic Warfare (EW) equipment for the
Department of Defense, other federal agen-
cies and private industry.

Southern Arizona is home to an incredible
array of national security assets and our com-
munity in Southern Arizona does all we can to
support our defense industry, military installa-
tions and veterans. It is only fitting to mark
and celebrate this important event.

Situated within a bowl-like valley enclosed
by mountains more than four thousand feet
above sea level, the Electronic Proving
Ground is an open-air testing range that offers
more than nine thousand square miles of land
protected and free from outside -electro-
magnetic interference. The terrain and vegeta-
tion of EPG is varied, with mountains, desert,
and woodlands providing a unique and unpar-
alleled opportunity for testing technology in a
multitude of environments. Fort Huachuca also
possesses 970 square miles of restricted air-
space that is used for airborne Intelligence,
Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) and
Electronic Warfare systems testing. Combined,
these assets help to create the nation’s pre-
mier testing environment and community.

In 1954, the Army’s Chief Signal Officer re-
alized the incredibly unique environment lo-
cated at Fort Huachuca for electronic and
communications equipment testing and since
then, EPG has been recognized as one of the
best interference free environments in the na-
tion, if not the world.

| am proud to represent the soldiers, civil-
ians, and contractors that support the Elec-
tronic Proving Ground. | wish them all the ut-
most success as they continue to support our
warfighter with the best testing capabilities that
come from sixty years of experience, intel-
ligence, savvy, and skill. The Army, the De-
partment of Defense, the United States and
mankind have benefitted from the work per-
formed at EPG, and we are forever grateful.

TERMINAL VELOCITY
HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 2014

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the outstanding accomplishments of
the Terminal Velocity team from the Cities of
Franklin and Virginia Beach, Virginia. Team
members Steve Motley, Steve Poe, Jason
Truitt, Donnie Cagle, Bobby Williams, and Eli-
jah Smith have, for an unprecedented fourth
consecutive year, won the Operations Chal-
lenge competition held annually at the Water
Environment Federation’s Technical Exhibition
and Conference. They competed against 41
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other teams in a series of five water utility op-
erations and maintenance events that dem-
onstrate the variety of skills necessary to oper-
ate a modern water utility. They are joined
today by Team HRSD of the Hampton Roads
Sanitation Districts, winners of the competi-
tion’s Division 2. Team members Kevin
Hafner, Jason Hobor, Laura Laxa, and Tim
Scott are also talented water quality profes-
sionals that provide a vital service to their
community. | congratulate Terminal Velocity
and Team HRSD for their commitment to high
levels of professionalism and their efforts to
protect environmental quality and public
health.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIM GRIFFIN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 2014

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, April 7, 2014 | missed two votes due
to a family funeral. Had | been present, |
would have voted “no” on rollcall vote 165,
the Motion to Recommit and “aye” on rollcall
vote 166, the passage of H.R. 1872, the
Budget and Accounting Transparency Act.

TRIBUTE TO THE BAKERSFIELD
CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL EA-
GLES FOOTBALL TEAM

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 2014

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the Bakersfield Christian
High School Eagles football team, who coura-
geously fought their way to its first California
Interscholastic Federation (CIF) Division IV
State Football Championship Bowl Game this
past December.

The Eagles utilized an exceptional team ef-
fort to get through their daunting season, fin-
ishing out with a record of 12 wins and 3
losses. Over the span of the 2013 season, Ba-
kersfield Christian set an astonishing 37 new
school records. But lost in this success was
the adversity they faced in the beginning of
the season. The Eagles started their regular
season off with two tough consecutive losses,
one of them being to their biggest rival. After
their second loss, Coach Jerald Pierucci sat
down with his small senior class and chal-
lenged them to provide the leadership the
team needed to succeed. This proved to be a
critical moment for the team, the figurative fork
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in the road that would define their season. The
path they chose speaks volumes to the team’s
character as a whole. In the following games,
the seniors truly embodied what it meant to be
leaders, and the team rallied together as one
unit, going undefeated all the way to the State
Championship.

When asked to define his team, Coach
Pierucci without hesitation replied with one
word: selfless. He elaborated that the team
was just as rich in role players as it was in
playmakers. There was a solid foundation of
players each of whom did their job on every
play—contributing to the success of their
team. These were young men who personified
the mantra of “team first” and never gave up
in the face of adversity. Even when behind
20-0 in the Valley Championship game
against a heavily-favored undefeated rival on
a cold December evening, they kept working
together and ultimately prevailed. This winning
attitude and fierce determination displayed by
the Eagles this season proved they earned the
right to represent Southern California in the
State Championship game.

| join our community in congratulating the
coaches and players for their achievement.
The 2013 Bakersfield Christian High School
Eagles coaching staff includes: Head Coach
Jerald Pierucci, Vince Aguilar, Roger Patter-
son, Tyler Hough, Mike Rodriguez, Sean
Lozano, Rick Sotile, Nathan Munson, Larry
Whitbey, Tom McCormack, and Ryan Clanton.
The 2013 BCHS Eagles football team in-
cludes: Keith Blank, Donald Harris, Brad
Western, Josh Jackson, Brandon Jones, Na-
than Dedager, Tyler Lozano, Feike DeBoer,
Kyle Pickinpaugh, Hayden Kuchta, Brock
Duffield, John Fulce, Austin Duffield, Kobe
Devries, Zach Balfanz, Matt Smith, Fernando
Solis, Jordan Smith, Cameron Reeves, Devin
Crabtree, Jonathan Loman, Steven Figures,
Cole Wymore, Grant Bouma, Hayden Mazone,
Chad Wielenga, John Martineau, Tyler
Sweaney, Josh Mantle, West Williams, Brett
Schuler, Lane Perey, Haiden Drake, Cole
Kashwer, Ben Wind, DeAngelo Bragg, Noah
Sheetz, Daniel Negron, Jacob Lanuza, An-
thony Rodriguez, Jacob Mullins, Titus Good-
man, Jack Chance, Carson Balfanz, Morgan
Farmer, Brandt Oliver, Taeber Nylander, and
William Crockett. You all have made our com-
munity proud! Go Eagles!

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
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fice, the national debt

$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,559,603,867,896.49. We've
added $6,932,726,818,983.41 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

was

———

STATEMENT ON H.R. 1459

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 8, 2014

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong opposition to H.R. 1459, which would
create arbitrary new rules to make it more dif-
ficult for presidents to protect our national her-
itage and resources through the Antiquities
Act.

The Antiquities Act is a century-old tool that
gives the president the ability to set aside al-
ready-public land for protection as a National
Monument. Nearly every president since 1906,
both Republican and Democratic, has used
this authority to designate some of our na-
tion’s most iconic treasures, from the Grand
Canyon to Acadia National Park. In my own
Congressional district, President Eisenhower
used the Antiquities Act to designate the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, the first step in
a process to preserve what is now a thriving
national park with a scenic towpath that show-
cases the rich history and natural beauty of
the site.

Antiquities Act designations are good for
surrounding communities, preserving natural
resources, providing outdoor recreation oppor-
tunities, and boosting tourism. Moreover, the
Antiquities Act complements, rather than over-
rides, Congressional action, as Congress re-
tains the ability to declare monuments and
manage resources for presidentially-pro-
claimed monuments.

Today’s bill places arbitrary limits on des-
ignations and needlessly complicates the proc-
ess, making it far more difficult to achieve per-
manent designations of heritage spaces. In
the last three years, Congress has failed to
create even one new unit of the National Park
System. We should not prohibit the president
from taking action to conserve public land and
protect public resources. | urge a no vote.
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