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I suggest that the Coast Guard examine the 

potential cost savings that may be derived 
from adopting laser peening, which can be uti-
lized to greatly reduce cracking and erosion. It 
could have wide benefits to Coast Guard ves-
sels, fixed wing aircraft, and rotorcraft. The 
cost savings resulting from the use of laser 
peening could reduce the need for major 
structure rework, slow the rate of replacement 
of highly stressed components and parts, and 
provide a longer lifetime for Coast Guard as-
sets. 
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CONGRATULATIONS WAYZATA 
BOY’S SWIMMING AND DIVING 
TEAM 

HON. ERIK PAULSEN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Wayzata High School’s Boy’s Swimming 
and Diving team who recently won the Min-
nesota Class 2A state title. The Trojans were 
able to secure the school’s first championship 
with a balanced effort in the finals. Led by a 
first place performance from Greg Arnold in 
the 100 freestyle, Wayzata was able to secure 
the title before the last race even began. 

Coach Dave Plummer, in his first season as 
head coach, pointed to the full team effort 
necessary to qualify in the preliminary races. 
Six top-four finishes in the finals also helped 
put the Trojans over the top. 

The dedication it takes to excel in swimming 
and diving is to be commended. It means that 
these athletes push themselves every day to 
shave hundredths of a second off their per-
sonal best or repeat dive after dive until it’s 
perfect. When adding in schoolwork, family 
obligations, and other time commitments, it is 
remarkable these student-athletes accomplish 
all that they do. 

Once again, congratulations to the Wayzata 
High School Boy’s Swimming and Diving 
Team on a job well done. 
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HONORING CHERYL DIEHM 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Cheryl Diehm upon her 
retirement as the District Representative in my 
Congressional office. Cheryl has been an inte-
gral member of my staff, both in the California 
State Senate and in Congress for the past 
twenty-six years. The unwavering dedication, 
loyalty and compassion she has displayed 
throughout these twenty-six years is both ad-
mirable and deserving of recognition. 

Cheryl came to work on my staff after my 
first campaign and has been the best person 
to work with, both in the State Senate and in 
Congress. In twenty-six years, there is no part 
of our district that Cheryl has not touched. 
From our offices in Vallejo to Napa to Santa 
Rosa, wherever I needed her to go, she went. 
No matter what office she was in, and no mat-
ter what her role in the office was, she made 
the office better and she made the community 
those offices served better. 

Cheryl is loyal, compassionate and com-
mitted to our office, our district and the institu-
tion of representative government. She knows 
that government has a responsibility to make 
sure things are fair and she’s always working 
for what is best for the American people. 
When constituents called with problems, she 
solved them. She has helped countless con-
stituents navigate everything from Medicare 
benefits to mortgage problems, and VA pay-
ments. She spearheaded our office’s Military 
Service Academy nominations. She organized 
interviews, sorted through applications, and 
worked with liaison officers to help make sure 
that young people who wanted to serve our 
country had the opportunity to do so. 

Cheryl has an unrivaled political antenna, 
and she always took time to nurture and men-
tor young staff. She shared her skills and traits 
with the other people in our office and be-
cause of that, her service to our county and 
country will endure long past her retirement 
from our office. 

Cheryl is an asset to our district, a role 
model to our younger staff, and a best friend 
to me. Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we honor and thank Cheryl for her 
invaluable service and wish her a most enjoy-
able retirement. 
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CONGRATULATING REVEREND 
MARK A. DENNIS, JR. 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Rev. Mark A. Dennis, 
Jr., Senior Pastor of the Second Baptist 
Church in Evanston, Illinois. 

Ten years ago, this visionary leader took his 
place as the eleventh Senior Pastor of the his-
toric Second Baptist Church, Evanston’s first 
black Baptist Church, organized in 1882. He 
was called to provide greater leadership in 
spiritual formation, strategic visioning, commu-
nity development, and pastoral care. 

Reverend Dennis came with outstanding 
academic and professional credentials. He 
holds several degrees including a Master of 
Divinity, cum laude, from Howard University 
School of Divinity; a Master of Music from 
Bowling Green University; and a Bachelor of 
Arts from Morehouse College. Many honors 
have been bestowed on him, including admis-
sion to the prestigious Preacher’s Hall of 
Fame at Morehouse College. 

Second Baptist is a highly-respected Church 
in the Evanston community with a dedicated 
congregation whose vision is to be ‘‘A beacon 
of light: A Christ-centered Church celebrating 
faith, freedom, stewardship and the social re-
sponsibility of caring for souls.’’ 

Reverend Dennis has more than lived up to 
that mission, reaching well beyond the walls of 
Second Baptist to become an inspiring and 
energetic leader in all aspects of the religious 
and civic life of our community. 

Under Reverend Dennis’s leadership, Sec-
ond Baptist partners with my synagogue, Beth 
Emet, on meaningful youth programs including 
a joint Civil Rights Pilgrimage to the Southern 
United States to visit civil rights landmarks. 
Along with Temple Beth Israel in Skokie, Sec-
ond Baptist hosts a weekly soup kitchen. Rev-

erend Dennis has spearheaded programs at 
Second Baptist that lift our entire community, 
such as ‘‘Cradle to Career,’’ which helps 
young people to take full and equal advantage 
of the opportunities before them and Pio-
neering Healthier Communities, a partnership 
with the City of Evanston, the YMCA, and 
health providers, which is improving individual 
lives and community well-being. Reverend 
Dennis serves as a leader in Interfaith organi-
zations and efforts in our region. 

Reverend Dennis has been a treasured 
friend and mentor to countless people inside 
and out of his congregation, including me. I 
congratulate him on his tenth anniversary as 
Senior Pastor at Second Baptist Church and 
wish him many more years in the pulpit and 
the community. 
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TO RECOGNIZE RALPH 
DIGUISEPPE, JR. 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Bristol Borough Council President, 
Ralph DiGuiseppe, Jr. 

Strong values and close family ties are the 
hallmark of the DiGuiseppe family. Ralph’s 
grandparents journeyed here from Italy, pass-
ing through Ellis Island just as many of our 
own ancestors had, and then settled in the 
Delaware Valley. Ralph’s parents met at a 
dance in Bristol Borough. They eventually 
married and made Bristol Borough their home. 

Ralph is a proud, lifelong resident of Bristol 
Borough—a true ‘‘Bristolian.’’ He is proud to 
serve as President of the Bristol Borough 
Council and has passed on the value of serv-
ice to the next generation of DiGuiseppes as 
his son, Ralph DiGuiseppe III, serves on the 
Bristol Borough School Board. 

Ralph has volunteered countless hours at 
St. Ann’s Parish as a project manager and a 
laborer, and strengthened the parish’s fi-
nances by reinstituting the annual carnival, an 
iconic Bristol event. Kind and generous, Ralph 
donates to ensure traditional Thanksgiving 
feasts can be enjoyed by local families who 
would otherwise go without. 

Ralph has been described as an ‘‘idealist, a 
dreamer, always thinking in long term.’’ He be-
lieves the American Dream is a dream come 
true for the DiGuiseppe family. From his first 
day on council, his goal has been simply to 
improve the quality of life for the residents of 
Bristol Borough. 

‘‘Welcome Friend’’ has been Bristol’s motto 
since a wooden sign greeted the Marquis de 
Lafayette on his ‘‘Farewell Tour of America’’ in 
1824. The original sign still hangs within the 
Borough Hall, where it continues to greet 
locals and newcomers. Ralph views every in-
dividual he meets as important. He truly em-
bodies this simple gesture, ‘‘Welcome Friend,’’ 
and graciously welcomes all into the Bristol 
Borough family. 

I commend Ralph DiGuiseppe Jr. for his 
selfless dedication to his community and his 
never ending pursuit of the American Dream 
for his family and fellow Bristolians. 
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM DEAN 

MCKAMEY 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
today a memorial service is being held for Wil-
liam Dean McKamey at the United States 
Naval Academy. 

Will was a young man for whom I had the 
privilege of nominating to the Naval Academy. 
A former Mr. Football winner from Grace 
Christian Academy, Will unfortunately passed 
away on March 25 after having collapsed dur-
ing football practice the previous Saturday. 

Will was one of the most outstanding men 
I have had the privilege of meeting. From all 
of the things I have read and heard, this 
young man had an incredibly bright future. He 
was outstanding in every way. 

Will was only 19 years-old when he died, 
but, in his short life, he touched many lives 
personally and has inspired thousands of lives 
in my home state of Tennessee and around 
the Country as people learn about him. 

Will was a committed Christian, and his 
mother Kara has noted that ‘‘Will was able to 
change the spirit of a community, a school 
and a Navy football team . . . without really 
saying a word.’’ 

I had the honor to attend Will’s funeral serv-
ice, and I saw firsthand the impact Will has 
had on his community. 

Tennessee and the Navy football family 
mourn the loss of such a great young man: a 
son, a friend, a teammate, and a Christian. 
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IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLE 
OF KASSAB, SYRIA 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2014 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in soli-
darity with the people of Kassab, Syria. Their 
town was overtaken by Islamist rebels late last 
month. The town’s inhabitants, who are largely 
Armenian Christians, have been forced by 
jihadist rebels to evacuate their homes and 
seek refuge in Lebanon and the nearby city of 
Latakia. I submit an article which ran in yester-
day’s Washington Post which paints a deeply 
disturbing picture of the events unfolding in 
Kassab. 

This is yet another case of Christians and 
other religious minorities being pulled into vio-
lent conflicts in the Middle East. Throughout 
the region, small and peaceful minority groups 
are often the first to suffer collateral damage, 
as we have seen in recent years not only in 
Syria, but also in Iraq, in Egypt, and else-
where. 

It is especially poignant to recognize the 
people of Kassab at this time of year, since 
April 24 is the Genocide Remembrance Day 
observed by Armenians around the world to 
commemorate the atrocities committed against 
their people nearly a hundred years ago. 

I have advocated for a non-governmental bi-
partisan Syria Study Group to bring a fresh 
approach and possibly creative solutions for-
ward to address the ongoing conflict in that 

country. It is inexcusable for the world to stand 
by while families are being driven from their 
homes, children are being killed and ancient 
communities’ very existence threatened. 

[From the Washington Post, Apr. 2, 2014] 
SYRIAN ARMENIANS, WHO HAD BEEN INSU-

LATED FROM WAR, FORCED TO FLEE AFTER 
REBEL OFFENSIVE 

(By Loveday Morris) 
ANJAR, LEBANON.—Some fled in their 

nightclothes, others in their farming boots 
straight from the fields. Many thought 
they’d be able to return in a few hours but 
now fear they may never again. 

Until the shells started raining down late 
last month, the tiny Syrian village of Kassab 
and surrounding villages had been largely 
sheltered from the three-year-old conflict 
that has devastated other parts of Syria. But 
now the area is the focus of a rebel offensive 
in the coastal province of Latakia, and an 
accompanying social-media storm of 
disinformation. 

Kassab, a lush, mountainous idyll abutting 
the Turkish border, is an ancestral home of 
Syria’s minority ethnic Armenians, Chris-
tians who have lived on the land for a mil-
lennium. But the attack by jihadist rebels 
sparked a mass exodus from Kassab and 
nearby villages. 

The picturesque Armenian hillside villages 
in the north of Latakia provide a foothold 
for a push into the rest of the province—a 
heartland of Syria’s minority Alawites, who 
are largely supportive of President Bashar 
al-Assad. 

The area holds little other strategic value 
for the opposition, but the limited gains 
there have boosted rebel morale amid a 
string of defeats elsewhere, with the leader 
of the main opposition body, Ahmad al- 
Jarba, making a rare visit to Syria this week 
to tour the area and meet with fighters. 

The Armenian diaspora, including some ce-
lebrities, has expressed outrage, demanding 
that the United States act to protect the Ar-
menian community in Syria. The State De-
partment has said it is ‘‘deeply troubled’’ by 
the developments. 

Some Syrian government loyalists have 
launched a propaganda campaign accusing 
rebels of mass killings and desecrating 
churches in the area, sparking fierce 
rebuttals from opposition activists. 

But the people of Kassab, like the 7 million 
others who have been displaced by the civil 
war, are focusing on trying to rebuild their 
lives after being torn from their land. At 
least 30 families have fled to neighboring 
Lebanon, seeking refuge in the Armenian vil-
lage of Anjar and in the capital, Beirut, and 
the testimonies of more than a dozen shed 
some light on the events surrounding the of-
fensive. 

All but about 30 of the area’s roughly 2,500 
residents fled within 48 hours of the attack, 
they said. The fate of those who remained, 
who were too old or unwilling to leave, is un-
known, with communications to the villages 
cut. There was no major loss of life, they 
say, with just one known death, that of a 
local teacher who was hit in her car by a 
sniper as she tried to flee. Still, the mass ex-
odus is particularly emotional, with Arme-
nians from Kassab having been forced to 
leave their homes twice in the past century 
because of persecution by the Turks. 

The Armenians first fled during the Adana 
massacre of 1909, when tens of thousands 
died at the hands of the Ottomans. 

Then, in 1915, as many as 5,000 residents of 
Kassab died during the fracturing empire’s 
murderous campaign against the Armenians, 
which is widely recognized as a genocide. 

‘‘Now it’s 2014, and we are being displaced 
again,’’ said a 41-year-old farmer’s wife who 

arrived in Lebanon a week ago. Like others 
fleeing the loyalist area, she spoke on the 
condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals 
if she and her family return. 

‘‘But thank God that this time there is no 
massacre,’’ she said. ‘‘We believe that, as Ar-
menians, what doesn’t kill you makes you 
stronger.’’ 

Once again, the Armenians see the hand of 
their long-standing enemy behind their dis-
placement, saying the rebel attack was 
launched from Turkish soil. Many of the 
farms and homes in what was once a popular 
tourist spot offer sweeping views of the 
Turkish border. 

The offensive, they say, began about 5 a.m. 
on March 21, with villagers waking to the 
sound of heavy machine-gun fire, followed by 
shelling. 

Two Syrian border posts were first struck, 
according to the accounts of several resi-
dents. With the posts manned only by lightly 
armed Syrian border police, residents said 
there was little in the way of defense against 
the push by jihadist rebel groups, which in-
cluded the al-Qaeda-linked Jabhat al-Nusra 
and the Islamist Ahrar al-Sham. 

Not long after, the main border crossing to 
Turkey fell, residents said. 

Villagers had prepared evacuation plans. In 
case of an attack, instructions were for 
women and children to congregate in 
Nabaeen, a village farthest from the Turkish 
border, with a back road to the city of Lat-
akia. 

By 7 a.m., one Nabaeen farmer said, about 
50 people had gathered at his house. ‘‘People 
were crying and yelling that they had noth-
ing with them. Some were in their slippers 
and pajamas,’’ he said. ‘‘It was a sad situa-
tion.’’ 

Despite the chaos, many grabbed the deeds 
to their houses—an instinct, they say, for a 
people with a history of displacement. Some 
of the men stayed behind to see how the situ-
ation developed. 

‘‘We left all our valuables and had nothing 
more than the clothes we were wearing,’’ 
said one 40- year-old mother of three. As the 
shelling picked up, by 11 a.m. most of the 
families had left Nabaeen for the safety of 
Latakia, 35 miles south, as Syrian army re-
inforcements made their way north. 

By March 23, the rebels had reached the 
center of Kassab. Villagers point to Turkey’s 
shooting down of a Syrian jet attempting to 
hit the invading fighters later that day as 
further evidence of Turkish support for 
rebels. 

A Turkish diplomat, who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity because of the sensi-
tivity of the subject, said that no rebels are 
‘‘deliberately’’ allowed to use the Turkish 
border and that if there was shelling into 
Kassab from Turkey on March 21, it was be-
cause of new rules of engagement, which 
allow the country’s armed forces to retaliate 
when fired at to deter further attacks. 

Turkey also said that the jet it shot down 
had strayed into its airspace. 

Jihadist fighters who entered Kassab have 
gone to great lengths to stress that they are 
not desecrating churches or hurting civil-
ians. 

The mother of three said that after she ar-
rived in Latakia with her children, she called 
home, and a man who identified himself as a 
member of Ja‘hat al-Nusra answered. 

‘‘He said, ’Come back, why did you leave 
your home? We have come here to protect 
you,’ ’’ she recalled, though she added that 
he later said she should convert to Islam be-
fore returning. ‘‘I pleaded with him, ‘Eat and 
drink whatever you like, but please don’t de-
stroy the house.’ ’’ 

But Kassab’s displaced residents are not 
convinced by the jihadists’ assurances, and 
some fear they will never be able to feel safe 
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