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receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Zech Frye is a
7th grader at Mandalay Middle School and re-
ceived this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Zech Frye
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Zech
Frye for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
METROPOLITAN PHILIP SALIBA

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Metropolitan Philip Saliba, who
led the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church
in North America for nearly 50 years and who
passed from this life on March 19, 2014. Met-
ropolitan Philip was the longest-serving bishop
in any branch of Orthodoxy in the United
States and leaves behind a tremendous leg-
acy of service to the Orthodox Christian com-
munity.

Metropolitan Philip began leading Antiochian
Orthodoxy in 1996 and frequently visited St.
George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral in To-
ledo and St. Elias Antiochian Church in Syl-
vania. His leadership will be greatly missed,
as he played a key role in inspiring unity
among Orthodox churches during his tenure.
His compelling vision for unity was noted by
The Toledo Blade, where he was quoted as
saying: “As long as we are fragmented and
known by Antiochians and Greeks and Ser-
bians and Bulgarians and Russians, we will
have no impact as a church on this country”.

His eminence is remembered fondly for his
personal warmth and compassion and has
been described by his parishioners as a “vi-
sionary”. One of the metropolitan’s many ac-
complishments includes the founding of a
church camp, Antioch Village, in Bolivar,
Pennsylvania, which flourished under his di-
rection. Indeed, he was lauded for this
achievement, and for his other successful en-
deavors in expanding the reach of the church.

A staunch advocate for inclusion, Metropoli-
tan Phillip welcomed converts without connec-
tions to the church’s Middle Eastern roots and
expanded the role of women in the church. He
insisted on the creation of a women’s organi-
zation and appointed women to the
archdiocese’s board. The metropolitan also
urged the church to modernize in other capac-
ities, by using English during liturgies and by
beginning a clergy retirement program.

Under his purview, the number of parishes
in the diocese quadrupled in size—a true tes-
tament to the significant impact of his leader-
ship. Indeed, his imprint on the Orthodox
Christian community will live on, as will his
memory. To his brothers Nassif and Najib
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Saliba, and all those whose lives he touched,
we offer our heartfelt sympathy. We hope that
they draw comfort in the days ahead and in
the memories of this extraordinary man and
the gift of his life.

HONORING MS. FLORENCE FANG

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and contributions of my dear
friend, Ms. Florence Fang, as she celebrates
her 80th birthday and a lifetime of serving her
community.

In her historic trip to China, First Lady
Michelle Obama highlighted the work of the
100,000 Strong Foundation, a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to strengthening US-China
relations by sending American students of all
economic and social backgrounds to study
abroad in China as exchange students. By
emphasizing foreign exchange education, pro-
grams like the 100,000 Strong Foundation are
training young Americans to become global
leaders in a new world where countries and
economies are increasingly connected.

It comes as no surprise that the founders of
the 100,000 Strong Foundation include lead-
ers from the San Francisco Bay Area and Sil-
icon Valley, notably the energetic and pas-
sionate Florence Fang. Ms. Fang is known
internationally for her civic work, especially on
building positive relationships with China, and
in helping to develop our nation’s future lead-
ers.

Ms. Florence Fang was born in China and
educated in Taiwan. In 1960, she immigrated
to America, and was later adopted by the
United States as an American citizen.

Ms. Fang and her husband, John T.C.
Fang, had three sons who were born and
raised in San Francisco: James, a graduate of
Hastings Law School and currently serving on
the Board of Directors of the Bay Area Rapid
Transit system; Teddy, an Ethnic Studies
graduate from UC Berkeley who was publisher
of the Independent and SF Examiner news-
papers; and Douglas, who received his Ph.D.
in computer science from the University of
Southern California and passed away in 2003.

In 1991, when the White House held a Na-
tional Leadership Conference to discuss
America giving China “Most Favored Nation”
status, Ms. Fang was the only delegate invited
to stand on the dais beside former U.S. Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush in the White House
ceremony.

At the May 29, 1992 Asian/Pacific American
Heritage Presidential Dinner, Ms. Fang shared
the same stage with President George H.W.
Bush, where she delivered a speech about her
life in America, titted “An Asian American
Story”.

In 2006, she donated the priceless San
Francisco Examiner newspaper archives to
the UC Berkeley’s Bancroft Library, where she
delivered a speech and drew applause from
UC Berkeley’s Chancellor and professors. It is
one of her most prized moments.

Also in 2006, she donated $3 million to help
build UC Berkeley’s East Asian Library. And in
2008, she donated a building to Peking Uni-
versity for the School of Chinese as a Second
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Language Department to teach the whole
world Chinese language and culture.

In January 2013, together with the Ford
Foundation, she became a co-founder of the
100,000 Strong Foundation, which was born
out of U.S. President Obama’s initiative in
2008 when he visited China’s then-president
Hu Jintao, to send 100,000 American students
to study in China.

On March 22, 2014, Ms. Fang accompanied
First Lady Michelle Obama when she spoke to
students in Peking University on the First
Lady’s trip to China.

On April 4, 2014, over 100 organizations will
join together to host Ms. Fang’s 80th birthday
celebration. They also arranged to have two
Kepler celestial bodies or stars named after
Ms. Fang as recorded with the Space Tele-
scope Science Institute.

Ms. Fang has held many local and national
positions. She was appointed as National
Small Business Commissioner by former U.S.
President George H.W. Bush, Stature for
Women Commissioner by California Governor,
and San Francisco Film Commissioner by
former Mayor Willie Brown Jr. Currently, she
holds the titles of: Honorary Trustee of Peking
University, Honorary Professor of Wuhan Uni-
versity, Founder and Board Member of the
100K Strong Foundation, and Chairwoman of
the Florence Fang Family Foundation.

As a result of her own life experiences, Ms.
Fang has particularly focused her life on edu-
cation and American and Chinese cultural ex-
change.

When she first immigrated to the United
States in 1960, Ms. Fang did not speak any
English and had never had a chance to study
in an American school. Then, in the early
1970s, her husband suddenly became very ill
and was hospitalized in the intensive care unit.
Ms. Fang was forced to make a living for her
family, and she had to single handedly run her
husband’s printing shop business. It was dur-
ing these years that she learned much of her
English from reading invoices coming into the
business.

Today she has achieved her American
dream, and it is articulated by what former
U.S. President George H.W. Bush wrote in his
1999 preface for Ms. Fang’s unpublished biog-
raphy:

America is a tale of immigrants who came
to this land to build a nation and better
their own lives.

The Florence Fang story is yet another
chapter on the American experience. Her
pursuit and fulfillment of the American
dream serves as a reminder that America is
truly the land of opportunity.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
on March 27, due to a death in the family. If
| were present, | would have voted on the fol-
lowing:

Thursday, March 27, 2014: rollcall No. 148:
On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as
Amended H.R. 4278, “yea.”
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LAKEWOOD BRICK AND TILE
COMPANY

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Lakewood
Brick and Tile Company for being honored
with the Pioneer Award by the Jefferson
County Economic Development Corporation.

The Pioneer Award is given to a Jefferson
County company that provides standards for
other businesses to follow and must dem-
onstrate significant and sustained growth con-
tributing to Jefferson County’s economy.

Lakewood Brick and Tile Company has
manufactured clay bricks in Jefferson County
since 1932. You can find their products in ev-
erything from downtown residential lofts,
school, libraries and the tallest skyscrapers in
the world.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Lakewood Brick and Tile Company for receiv-
ing this prestigious award from the Jefferson
County Economic Development Corporation. |
thank you for your many years of service to
the Jefferson County community.

———

TRIBUTE TO SUNY PLATTSBURGH
DIVISION III WOMEN’S ICE HOCK-
EY NATIONAL CHAMPIONS

HON. WILLIAM L. OWENS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Women’s Ice Hockey Team of
the State University of New York at Platts-
burgh for winning this year's NCAA Division Il
National Championship.

Winning their third national title was the cap-
stone on a remarkable season. The team fin-
ished the season with a record of 28-1-1, set-
ting a new school record for wins and tying
the NCAA Division Ill record. The team also
set records for fewest goals allowed in a sea-
son (19), fewest goals allowed per game
(0.63) and lowest goals-against average
(0.63).

The team included three American Hockey
Coaches Association (AHCA) All Americans:
Sydney Aveson, Allison Era and Shannon
Stewart. Ms. Aveson was also recognized with
the AHCA Laura Hurd Award for the Division
Il Women’s Hockey National Player of the
Year.

In his 11th season with the team, Head
Coach Kevin Houle was named the AHCA Di-
vision Il Women'’s Ice Hockey Coach of the
Year, his second in a row and fifth during his
coaching career.

Let me also add that | attended the cham-
pionship game with my wife and two friends.
It was exciting to be part of such an enthusi-
astic crowd cheering on these tremendous
student athletes.

With their record-setting season, the SUNY
Plattsburgh Women’s Ice Hockey Team has
earned the enduring support of thousands of
loyal fans in their region and a special place
in NCAA history. The great character these
players have shown makes them worthy ex-
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amples for young athletes across northern
New York and throughout the nation.

HONORING THE JACKSON ALUM-
NAE CHAPTER OF DELTA SIGMA
THETA SORORITY, INCOR-
PORATED

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the remarkable Jack-
son (MS) Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Incorporated, a public service
sorority who is rich in its heritage and rich in
its depth of leadership and services. The
chapter is a member of the largest of sorori-
ties organized by African American women.
Initially, the chapter was listed under the no-
menclature of Alpha Chi Sigma Chapter.

The idea of organizing the chapter in Mis-
sissippi grew out of a group of close friends
who had been active members of under-
graduate chapters in other states: Alabama,
Georgia, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Ohio and
Texas. They needed eight Deltas to charter
the chapter and after a long delay, on May 3,
1941; Clara Marjorie Allen, Willie Dobbs
Blackburn, Elese Whitiker Blackman, Emily
Johnson Hall, Thelma Weathers Johnson, Lo-
raine G. Crawford, Nellie Burbridge Williams,
and Aurelia Norris Young made history. The
chartering ceremony was held in the home of
Aurelia Norris Young with the Southern Re-
gional Director, Helen “Dolly” Work, con-
ducting the ceremony. Aurelia Norris Young
was elected the first Chapter President. Since
the chapter's chartering, these ladies of vision
have attracted many well-known women and
outstanding students to become members of
the sisterhood.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing The Jackson (MS) Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incor-
porated for their dedication to serving others.

————————

RECOGNIZING BOSMA ENTER-
PRISES AND THE ABILITYONE
PROGRAM

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the work of a great Indiana organi-
zation, Bosma Enterprises. Bosma, working
through the AbilityOne Program, has helped
thousands of Hoosiers who are blind or vis-
ually impaired and is Indiana’s largest em-
ployer of people with vision loss.

AbilityOne is an initiative to help people who
are blind or have other significant disabilities.
For over 75 years this critical program has
helped thousands of Americans find employ-
ment by working within a network of nonprofit
agencies that sell products and services to the
U.S. government. More than 700 Hoosiers in
2013 alone were served through Community
and Center-Based Services at Bosma. These
services helped them achieve a greater level
of independence and self-esteem and allowed
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many people to gain employment in good pay-
ing jobs in central Indiana.

| have had the opportunity to visit Bosma
Enterprises and see first-hand the impact that
the AbilityOne program is having in the lives of
so many Hoosiers. Nearly 60 percent of all
employees at Bosma Enterprises are blind or
visually impaired. One such employee is Pres-
ton Richardson. Preston lost his sight in 1988
and after several years of struggling with his
disability was officially diagnosed in 1997. It
was then that he found Bosma Enterprises,
where he went to work in production. Pres-
ton’s handwork and dedication enabled him to
excel at Bosma, becoming the first visually-im-
paired employee in the customer service de-
partment. Preston was then promoted to ac-
count manager with the sales team where he
now manages over 300 state and national ac-
counts.

The largest AbilityOne contracts Bosma
holds are with the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs (VA). Bosma supplies all of the VA hos-
pitals and clinics with examination and surgical
gloves. These contracts provide job opportuni-
ties to people who are blind or visually im-
paired while also providing the VA with the re-
sources they need to take care of America’s
veterans.

| ask the entire 6th Congressional District to
join me in recognizing the life changing work
done every day by the men and women of
Bosma Enterprises and the importance of the
AbilityOne program. They have helped im-
prove the lives of Hoosiers throughout the 6th
District and central Indiana by enabling them
to learn skills, find employment, and lead a
more independent and fulfilling life. The dedi-
cation and commitment of AbilityOne employ-
ees is an example we can all aspire to. They
have helped strengthen our communities and
make the state of Indiana a better place to
live.

————

MARTIN/MARTIN CONSULTING
ENGINEERS

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Martin/Martin
Consulting Engineers for being honored with
the Genesis Award given by the Jefferson
County Economic Development Corporation.

The Genesis Award is given to a Jefferson
County company which contributes to the eco-
nomic vitality in Jefferson County through
leadership, innovation, facilitation and collabo-
ration within and outside Jefferson County.

Martin/Martin  Consulting Engineers, oper-
ating in Colorado since 1940, is a full service
civil and structural engineering and surveying
firm. The company experienced steady growth
over the years and recently added 23 high
paying jobs in Jefferson County, Colorado.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Mar-
tin/Martin Consulting Engineers for receiving
this prestigious award from the Jefferson
County Economic Development Corporation. |
thank you for your many years of service to
the Jefferson County community.
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