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faithful and was a prominent voice for peace
and compassion in the Middle East. Where
others doubted he projected hope and met
each challenge with determination and cour-
age.

Metropolitan Philip’s deep faith led him to al-
ways serve and place others before himself,
whether it was the President of the United
States or a member of the church. His legacy
of stewardship includes helping the Arab
Christian community adapt to life in America
while still retaining and sharing their deep, rich
roots with their new communities. His leader-
ship also allowed the church to expand and
saw the number of parishes quadruple. In an
age of declining church attendance his spirit
nurtured growth.

Metropolitan Philip will be remembered fore-
most as a man of God as well as a uniter, the-
ologian, author, humanitarian and a warm
friend. Over the years Metropolitan Philip has
been very good to me along with countless
others. | am deeply saddened by his death
and my thoughts and prayers go out to his
family and all of those who have been blessed
to have him as part of their lives.

Both the church and the country have lost
an individual who possessed a deep and en-
during faith, who passionately advocated for
those in need and stood up for what he be-
lieved in.

Mr. Speaker, | close with the sentiment that
the greatest way to honor Metropolitan Philip’s
legacy would be to emulate the manner in
which he lived his life, which stands as a tes-
tament to a calling devoted to others.

————
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Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Chief Oren Lyons,
Faithkeeper of the Turtle Clan, Onondaga Na-
tion Council of Chiefs of the Six Nations of the
Iroquois, the Haudenosaunee, as the 2014
Wisdom Keeper Award Recipient.

The 2014 Wisdom Keeper award will be
presented to Chief Lyons at The F.O.C.U.S.
Wisdom Keeper Event on April 2, 2014 at the
Nicholas J. Pirro Convention Center at
Oncenter in Syracuse, New York. The Wisdom
Keeper Award recognizes community leaders
that have enriched our community with their
wisdom, perseverance and passion. Award
winners are commemorated with bronze
plaques placed in the F.O0.C.U.S. Wisdom
Keeper Garden in the City of Syracuse.

Chief Lyons was an All-American lacrosse
player at Syracuse University, playing next to
the great two-sport All-American Jim Brown.
Today, Chief Lyons is enshrined in the La-
crosse Hall of Fame.

Chief Lyons has relished in a spiritually rich
and fulfilling life, and has contributed im-
mensely to the cause of passing on a clean
and fruitful earth to future generations. Chief
Lyons is the recipient of The Earth Day Inter-
national United Nations Award. Chief Lyons
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has also been awarded the National Audubon
Award, the Elder and Wiser Award of the
Rosa Parks Institute of Human Rights, as well
as the Ellis Island Congressional Medal of
Honor.

Chief Lyons has been a tireless advocate
for the rights of Indigenous peoples. He
worked to establish the Working Group of In-
digenous Populations at the United Nations in
1982. He serves on the Executive Committee
of the Global Forum of Spiritual and Par-
liamentary Leaders on Human Survival. Chief
Lyons recently was awarded Sweden’s
Friends of the Children Award, along with Nel-
son Mandela. In 1992, Chief Lyons addressed
the U.N. General Assembly as he commenced
the International Year of the World’s Indige-
nous People.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize Chief Oren Lyons as the 2014 Wisdom
Keeper Award recipient. May he continue to
be a leading force for all that is good and fair
for our future generations in an ever-changing
world.
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Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor
of Steve Swofford’s 25th Anniversary as Pas-
tor of the First Baptist Church of Rockwall. He
has served the congregation and his commu-
nity with humility, humor, and a love that
stems from his faith in Jesus Christ. | know
the First Family of FBC Rockwall is thankful
for the Swoffords and for Steve’s leadership
over the years, and that they join me in cele-
brating this special occasion.

Steve grew up in Fort Worth, Texas, and
accepted Christ as his personal Savior as a
high school junior. He felt the call to ministry
a year later and went on to receive his Bach-
elor's degree from Dallas Baptist University
and his Master's from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth. He was
blessed with many supportive relationships
and his faith was made stronger through the
spiritual guidance of his first pastor, Bob Gra-
ham; his favorite high school teacher, F.J.
Lykins; and Pastor Gene Reynolds. Steve'’s
wife Brenda, whom he married in 1973, has
also been a true helpmate to him and their
church family.

Steve began his ministry in the Dallas area
and was soon drawn to Rockwall because of
the untapped potential of First Baptist and the
closeness of the community. Over the 25
years Steve has faithfully served the First
Family, the church has seen tremendous
growth—growing from 800 members to over
4,000. In order to meet the needs of the grow-
ing church body, FBC, which began with one
Sunday morning worship service and Sunday
School, now holds three Sunday morning wor-
ship services and three Sunday Schools. Bible
Study attendance has likewise grown from 200
people to almost 1,500. To meet space de-
mands, four new buildings and five new park-
ing lots have been built. As a Pastor with deep
convictions to actively spread the Gospel,
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Steve has also led FBC Rockwall to give near-
ly $8.5 million on behalf of world missions—
not one penny of which stayed in the church.

It is important to note that Steve’s ministry
goes beyond the walls of First Baptist. He
serves at the local, state, and national level in
Baptist endeavors, and especially enjoys serv-
ing the Rockwall community as chaplain with
the Rockwall police and fire departments
where he can provide spiritual and emotional
support to those in need.

Without a doubt, God has strengthened and
helped Pastor Swofford as he has faithfully
served the First Family of FBC Rockwall these
past 25 years. | am sure that Steve and Bren-
da share their accomplishments together—and
that they attribute all success to Christ for His
Glory.

| am also personally indebted to Pastor
Steve for his participation in the service for my
late wife, Mary Ellen. His generosity to a fel-
low believer—outside his church membership
but still a brother in Christ—is not forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating Pastor Steve Swofford’s 25
years of faithful leadership to the members of
First Baptist Church of Rockwall. He is truly a
servant of God, and the First Family and
Rockwall community are blessed to have him.
Even more so, we are blessed to live in a
country founded on Christian principles where
pastors like Steve Swofford can proclaim the
Gospel freely.

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED EM-
PLOYEES OF HOPE CREEK CARE
CENTER IN EAST MOLINE, ILLI-
NOIS

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the dedicated employees at Hope
Creek Care Center in East Moline, lllinois.

The devoted staff of Hope Creek, members
of AFSCME Local 2371, are a special group
who are often regarded as extended family
members to the residents and their loved
ones. They don't do what they do for the
money. The employees there genuinely care
about the people.

Some of the more prominent residents who
continue to benefit from the excellent care that
Hope Creek provides include former U.S. Con-
gressman Lane Evans and former Rock Island
County State’s Attorney Marshall Douglas, Sr.
But make no mistake, everyone who lives
there receives the same first-rate care and
services.

Hope Creek, a publicly owned nursing
home, is currently facing a possible sale by
the county board to a private corporation.
Whatever the outcome, | hope that the same
standard of excellence that Hope Creek is
known for continues, and that starts with the
quality staff.

Mr. Speaker, | am glad to know that first-
rate facilities such as these exist, and | want
to thank the wonderful staff for their contribu-
tions to our community.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 60TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE CREATION
OF UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
ACADEMY
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OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the cre-
ation of United States Air Force Academy on
1 April 1954, and offer remarks to honor this
youngest of our nation’s service academies.
Birthed in the minds of visionary post Army Air
Corps leaders and the Eisenhower Administra-
tion, the Air Force Academy has become the
most forward looking military institution and
premiere Aerospace Military Academy imag-
inable during the second half of the 20th Cen-
tury. Residing in the bedrock of the Colorado
Rocky Mountains the United States Air Force
Academy has fueled the heart, mind, and win-
ning spirit of the U.S. Air Force by providing
leaders who flew higher than its inspiring sur-
rounding peaks.

Since its inception the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy has produced over forty-six thousand
young men and women officers and superior
senior leaders across the span of six decades.
These leaders provided the backbone of our
Aerospace warriors, including the first Air
Force ace from the Vietnam War, Captain
Steve Ritchie and the first USAFA graduate to
be given the Medal of Honor, Captain Lance
Sijan. Since that era one hundred and eighty
one graduates have given their lives in de-
fense of our Nation. The lifeblood of the USAF
leadership has flowed from the Academy over
the decades, with contributions of 598 General
officers and five Air Force Chiefs of Staff. As
the premier academy to explore the final fron-
tier of space the Academy has produced 38
Astronaut Graduates and continues to produce
numerous strategic leaders in the military
space arena.

The Air Force Academy has a longstanding
tradition of producing both highly qualified and
committed military officers combined with su-
perbly educated college graduates from its
halls of academic excellence. Over the years
the Academy produced 37 Rhodes Scholars
and the institution continues to be highly
ranked in national college reviews such as
Forbes and US News and World Report over
more than three decades. Over the years the
institution has scored in the top 100 of Amer-
ican colleges in numerous ranking publica-
tions. In college athletics USAFA competes in
17 NCAA sports conferences and continually
performs extremely well in its various divi-
sions. The Air Force Academy has won the
Commander-in-Chief's Trophy on the gridiron
18 times, far surpassing the other Service
Academies and brining national publicity to
this Colorado institution.

Since its inception the United States Air
Force Academy has continually trained, edu-
cated, and inspired young men and women to
become leaders of character with the motiva-
tion to serve as Air Force career officers. It
continues into its sixth decade of institutional
defense contributions to the Nation by pro-
viding a unique blend of academic curriculum,
military training, and leadership and physical
development. This institution has become a
historical wellspring of Air Force military lead-
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ership which will continue to develop future
generations to defend our precious United
States of America. Mr. Speaker, | am very
proud to recognize our USAFA landmark as it
contributes to the security of our democracy
from its position anchored in the foothills of
the Colorado Rockies.

HONORING PETER J. WIRS

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, | join my friend
and colleague from Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY)
in drawing attention to an event that is set to
unfold on April 17 at USA Wrestling’s National
Open in Las Vegas, where Mr. Peter J. Wirs
is set to become what | am told is the oldest
person ever to step onto an international free-
style wrestling mat for his very first competitive
match.

| was fortunate to be involved in the sport of
wrestling from an early age. | know from per-
sonal experience just how much dedication
and discipline the sport requires. When my
teammates and | wrestled, we faced certain
challenges, but the challenges Pete Wirs
faces next month are far different: He is 59
years old, has suffered a heart attack and two
strokes, and has diabetes.

While my colleague from Pennsylvania
spoke about the importance of Mr. Wirs over-
coming diabetes to wrestle, | would also note
the corollary: He chose wrestling as the sport
to overcome diabetes.

Wrestling is demanding. Who wins and who
loses is decided solely by the two individuals
squaring off on the mat. People have different
opinions about what percent of training is
physical and what percent is mental, but ev-
eryone agrees that wrestling is an incredibly
demanding sport, both physically and emotion-
ally.

Former Speaker Dennis Hastert, a former
wrestling coach, often commented on the
courage, discipline, and perseverance that
wrestling demands. Paraphrasing the old intro-
duction to ABC’s Wide World of Sports, wres-
tling demonstrates the “thrill of victory and the
agony of defeat.”

That will be very important to remember on
April 17, when Pete Wirs steps onto the mat.
From one wrestler to another and one public
official to another, | wish him the best of luck.

Mr. Speaker, you may remember that the
International Olympic Committee’s executive
board voted last year to expel wrestling from
the Summer Games. Thanks to the outcry
from ordinary citizens from across America
and around the world, the IOC General As-
sembly ultimately reversed the board’s deci-
sion and reinstated the sport. But this decision
gives wrestling only a temporary reprieve. It is
still on probation, with its status in the future
facing further challenges.

Our country should celebrate the thousands
of amateur athletes who train for and compete
in the sport of wrestling. Today, | am honored
to commend Pete Wirs and all who rise to the
challenge.
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HONORING THE DEDICATED SERV-
ICE OF COLONEL ROBERT K.
THOMPSON, USAF

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize Colonel Robert K. Thompson
upon the occasion of his retirement after 29
years of honorable service to our great Nation
in the United States Air Force and Air Force
Reserve.

Colonel Thompson received his Air Force
commission in 1985 as a distinguished ROTC
graduate from Indiana University. After receiv-
ing his commission, he began an impressive
career as a public affairs officer—a career that
spanned nearly three decades and brought
him to all corners of the world. Colonel
Thompson’s final assignment at Headquarters,
United States Air Force, Pentagon, Wash-
ington, D.C., as the Chief of Public Affairs for
the Policy Integration Directorate, Office of Air
Force Reserve, was in direct support of the
Chief of Air Force Reserve, where he helped
fulfill mission directives for more than 70,000
reservists at 34 wings and 12 groups.

Throughout his myriad deployments in Cen-
tral and South America, Europe, Asia, the Mid-
dle East, and in the United States, Colonel
Thompson championed America’s  First
Amendment rights and goodwill in war zones
and disaster areas. During Operation Iraqi
Freedom, he expedited the story and video of
the airstrike that killed al-Zargawi, leader of al-
Qaeda in Irag. As NATO’s top spokesman in
Bosnia, he communicated the coalition’s com-
mitment to the Dayton Peace Accord and coa-
lition efforts to remove landmines, disarm
former combatants and capture war criminals
leading to the arrest of Serbian President
Slobodan Milosevic. Utilizing his experience
and success as a public affairs officer, Colonel
Thompson wrote the first draft of the Depart-
ment of Defense’s media plan for Operation
Enduring Freedom, which helped inform the
American people while also protecting oper-
ational security. At home, Colonel Thompson
escorted FOX, CNN, and CBS aboard the Air
Force’s first-responder helicopters to cover the
Winter Olympics in Utah and rescue oper-
ations during Hurricane Katrina, ultimately writ-
ing the plans for release of information critical
for the general public to understand military
disaster relief operations. Additionally, Colonel
Thompson orchestrated better insight into our
humanitarian efforts in Japan, Libya, and Haiti,
where we helped open schools, medical clin-
ics and the first transnational road built coast-
to-coast by the U.S. military in Honduras.

In his most recent position as Chief of Pub-
lic Affairs, Colonel Thompson played an inte-
gral role in Congressional proceedings relating
to life-cycle manpower costs and force shap-
ing. He also worked to provide input to our
Nation’s highest military and civilian leaders
and informed the public on important Air Force
developments, with more than 100 published
news articles viewed by millions. Colonel
Thompson’s efforts have also been critical to
implementing new laws and policies sup-
porting combat veterans, reservists, their civil-
ian employers, and their families, and cham-
pioning increased utilization of an operational
reserve.
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