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Administration. An invaluable champion for
good governance, she is widely admired and
deeply respected by countless colleagues and
friends in the federal agencies and the U.S.
Congress. Susan is a problem solver, tena-
cious ally, tough advocate and I'm proud to
call her a friend.

Susan’s expert work and support for man-
aging federal facilities around the country has
made our country stronger. She has been the
author of legislation to develop highly visible
projects in our nation’s capital, such as the
Old Post Office, the Southeast Federal Center,
and the International Cultural Trade Center.
These buildings will have an enduring influ-
ence on the topography of Washington, DC for
centuries to come. As a dedicated civil servant
and true patriot, Ms. Brita’s leadership has set
the bar high for those to come after her, and
she will be solely missed.

Mr. Speaker, congratulations is in order for
a job well done!

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE EASTERN
KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY BASKET-
BALL TEAM

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the efforts and accomplishments of the
Eastern Kentucky University basketball team.

Throughout this season, these young ath-
letes have shown a tremendous commitment
to their team, ending their regular season with
a record of 24 wins and 10 losses. Although
everyone who is part of an athletic team
shares in its ups and downs throughout the
season, the leadership shown by Eastern Ken-
tucky’s seniors is commendable. In my opin-
ion, there is no greater way to be an example
of leadership than to lead by example. This
was proven throughout the Colonels’ season.

As one of only eight teams to represent
East Kentucky in the school’s history, their ap-
pearance in the NCAA tournament is a testa-
ment of their unity and drive as a team. During
the tournament, they played valiantly in a
close game against the Kansas Jayhawks. |
am happy to see this type of dedication being
applied by the students of the Sixth District,
and | know their drive and determination will
serve them well in the future.

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF CHRISTINE ANDERSON

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise with my
colleague MIKE THOMPSON today to recognize
Christine Anderson, who is transitioning from
her position as congressional representative
after nine years of service and dedication to
the people of Mendocino County.

Christine served as a Mendocino Con-
stituent Services Representative for Congress-
man MIKE THOMPSON for eight years, and as
a Field Representative for Congressman
JARED HUFFMAN since the beginning of the
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113th Congress. She is renowned in the coun-
ty for her exceptional management of con-
stituent services as she helped countless indi-
viduals throughout the region tackle chal-
lenging issues. From veterans services to
homeowners facing foreclosures to senior citi-
zens, Christine has worked tirelessly to im-
prove conditions for others. Her work with the
Congressional Art Competition and Veterans
History Projects touched many students and
community members, promoting educational
and cultural experiences of the highest quality.
Christine’s sense of grace, professionalism,
and compassion provided many Mendocino
residents with the highest level of care and
positive problem-solving on a variety of difficult
issues, and she will be missed.

The residents of our congressional districts
are better off today thanks to the work of
Christine Anderson. Her commitment to advo-
cating for individuals in need of federal assist-
ance is appreciated and we wish her contin-
ued success in the future. Mr. Speaker, it is
appropriate at this time that we honor and
thank Christine for her nine years of invaluable
service to the people of Mendocino County.

2014 MAYORS DAY OF RECOGNI-
TION FOR NATIONAL SERVICE

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
support the 2014 Mayors Day of Recognition
for National Service. The service to others is
a hallmark of the American character, and
central to how we meet our challenges. The
nation’s Mayors are increasingly turning to na-
tional service and volunteerism as a cost-ef-
fective strategy to meet city needs.

They address the most pressing challenges
facing our cities and nation, from educating
students for jobs of the 21st century and sup-
porting veterans and military families to pro-
viding health services and helping commu-
nities recover from natural disasters. National
service expands economic opportunity by cre-
ating more sustainable, resilient communities
and providing education, career skills, and
leadership abilities for those who serve.

National service participants serve in more
than 60,000 locations across the country, in-
cluding ninety service locations in Tucson bol-
stering the civic, neighborhood, and faith-
based organizations that are so vital to our
city’s economic and social well-being. More
than five hundred national service participants
of all ages and backgrounds serve in Tucson,
providing vital support to city residents and im-
proving the quality of life in our city.

National service represents a unique public-
private partnership that invests in community
solutions and leverages non-federal resources
to strengthen community impact and increase
the return on taxpayer dollars; including more
than $3,439,824 in Tucson. They demonstrate
commitment, dedication, and patriotism by
making an intensive commitment to service, a
commitment that remains with them in their fu-
ture endeavors.

The Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service shares a priority with mayors na-
tionwide to engage citizens, improve lives, and
strengthen communities. They are joining with
the National League of Cities, City of Service,
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and mayors across the country to recognize
the impact of service on the Mayors Day of
Recognition for National Service on April 1,
2014.

We commend all of those who participate in
national service for their dedication to the bet-
terment of their communities.

HONORING PEGGY KIRK BELL,
FIRST FEMALE CPGA HALL OF
FAME INDUCTEE

HON. RENEE L. ELLMERS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with great pride to extend sincere congratula-
tions to Southern Pines’ very own Peggy Kirk
Bell. On February 16, Peggy made history as
the first female inductee into the Carolinas
PGA Hall of Fame. For 33 years, the CPGA
Hall of Fame has honored and praised individ-
uals living within the Carolinas for their re-
markable contributions to the game of golf,
and Mrs. Bell’s induction is long overdue.

Peggy is a golf legend with numerous ac-
complishments. She has shepherded the way
for women golfers by being known as the first
widely acclaimed teacher of women’s golf,
serving as a Charter Member of the LPGA,
and also as chairwoman of the largest girl's
golf tour in the country. Through the Peggy
Kirk Bell Girls Golf Tour, she has provided
top-level competitive golfing opportunities to
thousands of girls across the Carolinas.

In 1949, Peggy won the North & South
Amateur Women’s title at Pinehurst No. 2 and
was selected to become a member of the
1950 USGA Curtis Cup Team. She was the
winner of the first LPGA Senior Championship,
and the first woman inductee into Golf Maga-
zine’s World Golf Teacher Hall of Fame. In ad-
dition to her personal accomplishments, Bell
has advocated to have major golf champion-
ships played in the Carolinas, several of which
were hosted at her own resort: The Pine Nee-
dles Lodge & Golf Club.

The second district of North Carolina is for-
tunate to have someone who has dedicated
their lifetime to promoting the game of golf
and expanding opportunities to young girls
across the state. She is an inspiration to all
within the golf industry, and her induction into
the Carolinas PGA Hall of Fame rightfully ce-
ments her place in history.

——

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
METROPOLITAN PHILIP SALIBA

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the life and memory of Metropolitan Philip
Saliba. His Eminence Metropolitan Philip was
the Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan
of all North America since 1966.

Born in Lebanon, Metropolitan Philip led the
American Antiochian Orthodox church through
the latter half of the twentieth century and ush-
ered the church into the new millennium be-
fore passing away this past March. Through-
out his life, he continually ministered to the
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faithful and was a prominent voice for peace
and compassion in the Middle East. Where
others doubted he projected hope and met
each challenge with determination and cour-
age.

Metropolitan Philip’s deep faith led him to al-
ways serve and place others before himself,
whether it was the President of the United
States or a member of the church. His legacy
of stewardship includes helping the Arab
Christian community adapt to life in America
while still retaining and sharing their deep, rich
roots with their new communities. His leader-
ship also allowed the church to expand and
saw the number of parishes quadruple. In an
age of declining church attendance his spirit
nurtured growth.

Metropolitan Philip will be remembered fore-
most as a man of God as well as a uniter, the-
ologian, author, humanitarian and a warm
friend. Over the years Metropolitan Philip has
been very good to me along with countless
others. | am deeply saddened by his death
and my thoughts and prayers go out to his
family and all of those who have been blessed
to have him as part of their lives.

Both the church and the country have lost
an individual who possessed a deep and en-
during faith, who passionately advocated for
those in need and stood up for what he be-
lieved in.

Mr. Speaker, | close with the sentiment that
the greatest way to honor Metropolitan Philip’s
legacy would be to emulate the manner in
which he lived his life, which stands as a tes-
tament to a calling devoted to others.

————

RECOGNIZING CHIEF OREN LYONS
AS THE 2014 WISDOM KEEPER
AWARD RECIPIENT

HON. DANIEL B. MAFFEI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Chief Oren Lyons,
Faithkeeper of the Turtle Clan, Onondaga Na-
tion Council of Chiefs of the Six Nations of the
Iroquois, the Haudenosaunee, as the 2014
Wisdom Keeper Award Recipient.

The 2014 Wisdom Keeper award will be
presented to Chief Lyons at The F.O.C.U.S.
Wisdom Keeper Event on April 2, 2014 at the
Nicholas J. Pirro Convention Center at
Oncenter in Syracuse, New York. The Wisdom
Keeper Award recognizes community leaders
that have enriched our community with their
wisdom, perseverance and passion. Award
winners are commemorated with bronze
plaques placed in the F.O0.C.U.S. Wisdom
Keeper Garden in the City of Syracuse.

Chief Lyons was an All-American lacrosse
player at Syracuse University, playing next to
the great two-sport All-American Jim Brown.
Today, Chief Lyons is enshrined in the La-
crosse Hall of Fame.

Chief Lyons has relished in a spiritually rich
and fulfilling life, and has contributed im-
mensely to the cause of passing on a clean
and fruitful earth to future generations. Chief
Lyons is the recipient of The Earth Day Inter-
national United Nations Award. Chief Lyons
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has also been awarded the National Audubon
Award, the Elder and Wiser Award of the
Rosa Parks Institute of Human Rights, as well
as the Ellis Island Congressional Medal of
Honor.

Chief Lyons has been a tireless advocate
for the rights of Indigenous peoples. He
worked to establish the Working Group of In-
digenous Populations at the United Nations in
1982. He serves on the Executive Committee
of the Global Forum of Spiritual and Par-
liamentary Leaders on Human Survival. Chief
Lyons recently was awarded Sweden’s
Friends of the Children Award, along with Nel-
son Mandela. In 1992, Chief Lyons addressed
the U.N. General Assembly as he commenced
the International Year of the World’s Indige-
nous People.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize Chief Oren Lyons as the 2014 Wisdom
Keeper Award recipient. May he continue to
be a leading force for all that is good and fair
for our future generations in an ever-changing
world.

CELEBRATING STEVE SWOFFORD’S
25TH PASTORAL ANNIVERSARY

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor
of Steve Swofford’s 25th Anniversary as Pas-
tor of the First Baptist Church of Rockwall. He
has served the congregation and his commu-
nity with humility, humor, and a love that
stems from his faith in Jesus Christ. | know
the First Family of FBC Rockwall is thankful
for the Swoffords and for Steve’s leadership
over the years, and that they join me in cele-
brating this special occasion.

Steve grew up in Fort Worth, Texas, and
accepted Christ as his personal Savior as a
high school junior. He felt the call to ministry
a year later and went on to receive his Bach-
elor's degree from Dallas Baptist University
and his Master's from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth. He was
blessed with many supportive relationships
and his faith was made stronger through the
spiritual guidance of his first pastor, Bob Gra-
ham; his favorite high school teacher, F.J.
Lykins; and Pastor Gene Reynolds. Steve'’s
wife Brenda, whom he married in 1973, has
also been a true helpmate to him and their
church family.

Steve began his ministry in the Dallas area
and was soon drawn to Rockwall because of
the untapped potential of First Baptist and the
closeness of the community. Over the 25
years Steve has faithfully served the First
Family, the church has seen tremendous
growth—growing from 800 members to over
4,000. In order to meet the needs of the grow-
ing church body, FBC, which began with one
Sunday morning worship service and Sunday
School, now holds three Sunday morning wor-
ship services and three Sunday Schools. Bible
Study attendance has likewise grown from 200
people to almost 1,500. To meet space de-
mands, four new buildings and five new park-
ing lots have been built. As a Pastor with deep
convictions to actively spread the Gospel,
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Steve has also led FBC Rockwall to give near-
ly $8.5 million on behalf of world missions—
not one penny of which stayed in the church.

It is important to note that Steve’s ministry
goes beyond the walls of First Baptist. He
serves at the local, state, and national level in
Baptist endeavors, and especially enjoys serv-
ing the Rockwall community as chaplain with
the Rockwall police and fire departments
where he can provide spiritual and emotional
support to those in need.

Without a doubt, God has strengthened and
helped Pastor Swofford as he has faithfully
served the First Family of FBC Rockwall these
past 25 years. | am sure that Steve and Bren-
da share their accomplishments together—and
that they attribute all success to Christ for His
Glory.

| am also personally indebted to Pastor
Steve for his participation in the service for my
late wife, Mary Ellen. His generosity to a fel-
low believer—outside his church membership
but still a brother in Christ—is not forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating Pastor Steve Swofford’s 25
years of faithful leadership to the members of
First Baptist Church of Rockwall. He is truly a
servant of God, and the First Family and
Rockwall community are blessed to have him.
Even more so, we are blessed to live in a
country founded on Christian principles where
pastors like Steve Swofford can proclaim the
Gospel freely.

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED EM-
PLOYEES OF HOPE CREEK CARE
CENTER IN EAST MOLINE, ILLI-
NOIS

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the dedicated employees at Hope
Creek Care Center in East Moline, lllinois.

The devoted staff of Hope Creek, members
of AFSCME Local 2371, are a special group
who are often regarded as extended family
members to the residents and their loved
ones. They don't do what they do for the
money. The employees there genuinely care
about the people.

Some of the more prominent residents who
continue to benefit from the excellent care that
Hope Creek provides include former U.S. Con-
gressman Lane Evans and former Rock Island
County State’s Attorney Marshall Douglas, Sr.
But make no mistake, everyone who lives
there receives the same first-rate care and
services.

Hope Creek, a publicly owned nursing
home, is currently facing a possible sale by
the county board to a private corporation.
Whatever the outcome, | hope that the same
standard of excellence that Hope Creek is
known for continues, and that starts with the
quality staff.

Mr. Speaker, | am glad to know that first-
rate facilities such as these exist, and | want
to thank the wonderful staff for their contribu-
tions to our community.
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