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HONORING DELTA SIGMA THETA
SORORITY, INCORPORATED
GREENWOOD-ITTA BENA ALUM-
NAE CHAPTER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 26, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Incorporated Greenwood-ltta Bena
Alumnae Chapter.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. is a private,
nonprofit organization whose purpose is to
provide assistance and support through estab-
lished programs in local communities through-
out the world.

A sisterhood sorority of more than 250,000
predominantly black college educated women
and the sorority currently has over 940 chap-
ters located in the United States, England,
Japan (Tokyo and Okinawa), Germany, the
Virgin Islands, Bermuda, the Bahamas and the
Republic of Korea.

The major programs of the Sorority are
based upon the organization’s Five Point Pro-
grammatic Thrust:

Economic Development;

Educational Development;

International Awareness and Involvement;

Physical and Mental Health; and

Political Awareness and Involvement.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. was found-
ed in 1913 by 22 students at Howard Univer-
sity. These young women wanted to use their
collective strength to promote academic excel-
lence; to provide scholarships; to provide sup-
port to the underserved; educate and stimulate
participation in the establishment of positive
public policy; and to highlight issues and pro-
vide solutions for problems in their commu-
nities.

Their legacy continues today in the Mis-
sissippi Delta through the Greenwood-Itta
Bena Alumnae Chapter. With more than 50
years since its inception, the chapter has
grown from 16 members in 1963 to 84 mem-
bers in 2014.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Incorporated Greenwood-Itta Bena Alumnae
Chapter for its contribution to the black com-
munity.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 26, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,550,128,150,467.43. We've
added $6,923,251,101,554.35 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 26, 2014

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on
Thursday, March 13 and Friday, March 14,
2014, | was unable to be present for recorded
votes. | would have voted:

“Yes” on rollcall vote No. 127 (on the Elli-
son Amendment to H.R. 3973),

“Yes” on rollcall vote No. 128 (on the mo-
tion to recommit H.R. 3973, with instructions),

“No” on rollcall vote No. 129 (on passage of
H.R. 3973),

“Yes” on rollcall vote No. 130 (on the Polis
Amendment to H.R. 3189),

“Yes” on rollcall vote No. 131 (on the mo-
tion to recommit H.R. 3189, with instructions),

“No” on rollcall vote No. 132 (on passage of
H.R. 3189),

“No” on rollcall vote No. 133 (on the motion
to table H. Res. 517),

“Yes” on rollcall vote No. 134 (on the mo-
tion to recommit H.R. 4015, with instructions),
and

“No” on rollcall vote No. 135 (on passage of
H.R. 4015.

————————

HONORING THE ACTIONS OF
DANIEL AND GAGE STEPHENS

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 26, 2014

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor two courageous young men in
my district whose actions saved a woman’s
life during a recent winter storm.

16-Year-old Daniel Stephens and his young-
er brother Gage were hiking near their North
Georgia home on January 28th when they
saw a Ford F-150 slide off the side of a moun-
tain.

The driver suffered multiple broken ribs, a
broken hip, a lower-back injury, and a partially
dislocated shoulder.

When she attempted to vacate the vehicle,
she fell nearly 100 feet down the side of the
mountain.

Thankfully, both Daniel and Gage are Civil
Air Patrol cadets with the 507 Elljay Com-
posite Squadron.

These two young men sprung into action
using training they learned in the classroom as
well as field exercises.

Daniel scaled the terrain, stabilized the
woman, and prevented her from falling nearly
another 150 feet to the bottom.

First responders reported that Daniel was “a
great asset to the EMS team.”

Meanwhile, Gage quickly returned home to
call 911 and bring blankets for the injured
woman.

There is no doubt that these two brave
Georgians saved a life last month, and

| join the entire Ellijay and Civil Air Patrol
communities in commending Daniel and Gage
Stephens for their heroism.
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HONORING RHO LAMBDA OMEGA
OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SO-
RORITY, INCORPORATED

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 26, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable Rho
Lambda Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated that was estab-
lished on October 23, 1988 by thirty-two Alpha
Kappa Alpha women who had a vision to ex-
pand and extend service to all mankind to a
growing community in Jackson, Mississippi.

The chartering ceremonies are ceremonies
that were conducted by then 18th South East-
ern Regional Director, Mrs. Nancy G. Sewell.
Since its inception, Rho Lambda Omega has
experienced success by implementing many
ongoing community service projects which ful-
fill tangible needs and make a difference in
the lives of individuals in the Jackson Metro-
politan Area.

Many of the chapter's initial community
projects that are focusing on Education,
Health, Government, Family, the Arts, and
Economic Empowerment have been imple-
mented continuously over the years. Other
projects are added as we continue to assess
and address the needs of our local community
and support the Sorority’s international pro-
gram initiatives.

In a period of almost twenty years Rho
Lambda Omega has grown from the initial thir-
ty-two to an active membership of over one
hundred.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Rho Lambda Omega of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated for their
dedication to serving others in need.

————

A BILL TO AMEND THE SIKES ACT
TO PROMOTE THE USE OF COOP-
ERATIVE AGREEMENTS UNDER
SUCH ACT FOR LAND MANAGE-
MENT RELATED TO DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE READINESS
ACTIVITIES AND TO AMEND
TITLE 10, UNITED STATES CODE,
TO FACILITATE INTERAGENCY
COOPERATION IN CONSERVATION
PROGRAMS TO AVOID OR RE-
DUCE ADVERSE IMPACTS ON
MILITARY READINESS ACTIVI-
TIES

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 26, 2014

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | have intro-
duced a bill to amend the Sikes Act to pro-
mote the use of cooperative agreements for
land management related to the Department
of Defense (DoD) readiness activities. The bill
provides common sense reforms to the Sikes
Act. These reforms afford both programs with
greater flexibility to leverage cooperative
agreements and other federal funds to meet
program requirements.

In particular, the bill would provide additional
enhancements to the authorities provided to
DoD under the Sikes Act and parallels a simi-
lar amendment made in the FY 2012 National
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Defense Authorization Act to the REPI pro-
gram. Specifically, the provision would author-
ize DoD, pursuant to a cooperative agreement
under the Sikes Act, to provide funds for the
long term maintenance and improvement of
natural resources on non-DoD lands without
first having to protect such lands through ac-
quisition of easements. This will greatly en-
hance the ability of DoD to take action to re-
lieve or eliminate current or anticipated chal-
lenges that could restrict, impede, or otherwise
interfere with, whether directly or indirectly,
current or anticipated military activities. For ex-
ample, this provision would help DoD meet its
obligations under the Endangered Species Act
and other applicable statutory and regulatory
requirements through actions on non-DoD
lands pursuant to a cooperative agreement
with a state or local agency or a private land-
owner. This authority would help avoid or re-
duce the need to restrict training and testing
activities on DoD lands.

A similar version of this bill was included as
section 314 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2014 as passed in the
House of Representatives. My bill makes
some improvements to section 314 and ad-
dresses concerns raised by the Department of
Defense regarding percentage of funds al-
lowed for administration of the program as
well as auditing requirements. | look forward to
working with the relevant Committee to incor-
porate this bill as a provision in the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2015.

Again, the bill is a common sense approach
to better enabling DoD to meet its conserva-
tion goals and requirements while protecting
its ability to meet readiness requirements. In a
time of fiscal austerity, it is important for Con-
gress to provide the Administration with the
tools and authorities to be flexible and adapt-
able to challenges with innovative thinking and
minimal investment. | urge my colleagues to
support this measure.

———

HONORING CADET TREVOR-LEE
TRAVIS

HON. JASON T. SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 26, 2014

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Cadet Trevor-Lee Travis of
Missouri for his achievement and commitment
to serving our country. In addition to com-
pleting the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program,
Cadet Travis is being awarded the General
Billy Mitchell Award and is now eligible to be
promoted to the rank of Cadet 2nd Lieutenant.
To complete the program and achieve this
milestone, Cadet Travis had to excel in dif-
ferent trainings and leadership classes. He
then went before a Promotion Review Board
of his peers who acknowledged his achieve-
ments and awarded him this recognition. This
is quite an honor as only a few distinguished
cadets nationwide achieve this status.

At a young age Cadet Travis has shown an
admirable commitment to serve our country
and | am very thankful for patriots like him
who will lead the future generation of airmen.
It is my pleasure to recognize his efforts and
achievements before the House of Represent-
atives.
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RECOGNITION OF THE I.C. NORCOM
BOYS’ BASKETBALL TEAM

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 26, 2014

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
with great pride to call attention to a group of
young students who have distinguished them-
selves, their school, their community, and the
city of Portsmouth, Virginia. The I.C. Norcom
Greyhounds boys’ basketball team had a re-
markable season and | believe the Grey-
hounds deserve formal recognition for their ac-
complishments.

On March 13, 2014, the 1.C. Norcom Grey-
hounds beat the John Handley Judges of Win-
chester, Virginia, to win the Group 4A boys’
state basketball championship. The Grey-
hounds completed their 2014 season with an
impressive 23-5 record. I.C. Norcom won the
championship with a nearly unbelievable
comeback. Down sixteen points with seven
minutes left in the game, the team went on a
21-0 run, outscoring the Judges 33-12 in the
fourth quarter. At the end of the game, the
Greyhounds had prevailed with a final score of
59 to 52.

I.C. Norcom’s boys’ basketball team has
had a consistent run of excellence in recent
years. With this years championship, I.C.
Norcom has won three state championships in
the past five years, becoming a dominant
force in Virginia high school sports.

I.C. Norcom was founded in 1913 as the
High Street School, the first public high school
for black students in Portsmouth. It was re-
named in 1953 in honor of its first supervising
principal, Israel Charles Norcom, a pioneering
educator, civic leader and businessman. Now,
more than 100 years and three locations later,
I.C. Norcom High School is still an innovating
and inspiring place for Portsmouth students.

In addition to excelling on the basketball
court, the Greyhounds are also doing great
things in the classroom. I.C. Norcom houses a
Center of Excellence in Math and Science,
which provides students with additional class-
es in science, math, and technology. Seniors
completing the Center’s curriculum this year
will receive Center of Excellence Diplomas
which require five science course credits, one
more than necessary under the advanced di-
ploma. In addition, I.C. Norcom students have
been participating in the First College pro-
gram—attending Tidewater Community Col-
lege this semester and taking up to 14 college
credits before they graduate. I.C. Norcom is
doing a great job cultivating excellence both
on and off the athletic field.

| would like to extend my enthusiastic con-
gratulations to the I.C. Norcom players, their
families, Principal Dr. Rosalynn Sanderlin,
Coach Leon Goolsby and the rest of his
coaching staff, on the occasion of this historic
Boy’s basketball Championship. On behalf of
the citizens of the Third Congressional District
of Virginia, I.C. Norcom alumni, and the entire
city of Portsmouth, | commend them for this
historic win and wish the program years of
continued success in the future.

March 26, 2014

HONORING TRI-COUNTY
WORKFORCE ALLIANCE

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 26, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable Commu-
nity Organization, Tri-County Workforce Alli-
ance in Clarksdale, Mississippi.

Tri-County Workforce Alliance, serving the
counties of Bolivar, Coahoma, and Quitman
originally with the addition of Sunflower and
Tallahatchie counties in 2011, in the heart of
the Mississippi Delta, is a non-profit organiza-
tion funded originally by the Foundation for the
Mid South through Pew Charitable Trust and
the Walton Foundation.

The Alliance chose its first and only execu-
tive director, Mrs. Josephine P. Rhymes, in
1997. The Alliance did not have a 501(c)3 sta-
tus; however it had as the lead organization,
the Coahoma County Industrial Foundation,
that did have the exempt status. In 2002, the
Alliance received their 501(c)3 status and its
fiscal agent at present is Coahoma Commu-
nity College.

The Tri-County Workforce Alliance’s mission
is to improve the quality of life for people living
in the three counties by promoting long-term
economic and community development and by
building a competitive healthy workforce
through education and job training.

Through collaborative efforts with other
agencies with a similar mission, Tri-County Al-
liance worked to support and enhance their ef-
forts through technical support and programs
and assistance with alternative funding efforts
through a strong mini-grant program. They
made available the resources of the Enterprise
Corporation of the Delta, which offered hands-
on assistance to new and existing businesses
in this region in three program areas: technical
assistance, development finance, and private
sector purchasing.

Tri-County Workforce Alliance is an organi-
zation that is made up of people from many
racial, social, and economic groups of the tri-
county area, working together to find positive
solutions to the individual needs of two special
groups of citizens: Future Workforce members
are youth in high school, junior high or middle
school who need a solid academic foundation
or may wish to transition from high school to
the workforce; and Out-of-Workforce members
are adults and youth who have been unem-
ployed for a long time, receive public assist-
ance, or who do not work on a regular basis.

The Alliance has been successful in that it
has bridged the gap between communities,
between businesses and educational institu-
tions and has enhanced educational and train-
ing strategies for the workforce, thus enabling
the Alliance to leverage additional funds from
other foundations, local, state and federal gov-
ernment and the private sector.

Through partnerships with other organiza-
tions and agencies, Tri-County Workforce Alli-
ance has had success with: the Summer En-
richment Program in Reading and Math, which
assisted 165 at-risk 4th, 5th and 6th graders
in the Clarksdale Municipal School District; the
Intensive Youth Supervision Program, which
assisted 60 youth offenders; and the Parent
Rallies, which was designed to help parents
understand their roles and responsibilities in
the education of their children.
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