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reflected on her family’s insurmountable 
pain and loneliness. ‘‘I believe that when we 
speak out for my father . . . we protect our 
own freedom and values,’’ she said. 

Despite Mr. Gao’s latest disappearance, it 
is hoped he is managing to endure. But hope 
must be accompanied by action and it is 
more urgent than ever that China not be al-
lowed to disappear Gao Zhisheng again with 
impunity. 

On Thursday, his wife lodged a complaint 
with the U.N. Working Group on Enforced 
and Involuntary Disappearances, a body of 
the Human Rights Council. The submission 
notes that Mr. Gao’s family is ‘‘distraught 
because they have no idea whether he is even 
alive.’’ It goes on to emphasize the Chinese 
government is violating its own laws allow-
ing for regular family visits, written cor-
respondence, and access to counsel. 

Ms. Geng hopes the Working Group will 
urge the Chinese government to conduct an 
investigation into Mr. Gao’s disappearance. 
Although the process itself can take many 
months, the Working Group has a good his-
tory of receiving specific replies from the 
Chinese government to its concerns. In addi-
tion, merely by highlighting Mr. Gao’s dis-
appearance publicly and triggering a U.N. in-
quiry, his family has put intense pressure on 
the Chinese government to respond. While 
this alone is a helpful step forward, much 
more needs to be done. 

The international community, including 
the United States and United Nations, must 
demand proof from the Chinese government 
that Mr. Gao is alive and insist that his fam-
ily be granted monthly access to him as is 
required by Chinese law. The world must 
urge Mr. Gao’s immediate and unconditional 
release. 

At a minimum, foreign leaders should 
press Beijing to release Mr. Gao on time in-
stead of finding renewed excuses to extend 
his detention, as it has done in other cases. 
Washington must also exert pressure on the 
Chinese government to confirm that Mr. Gao 
will be provided a Chinese passport and the 
ability to travel to America upon his release. 

It is time to reunite Gao Zhisheng with his 
family. He and his loved ones have suffered 
long enough. 
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A TRIBUTE TO ALICE STEERE 
COULOMBE—28TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT WOMAN OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 14, 2014 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year, 
we pay special tribute to the contributions and 
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is 
an honor to pay homage to outstanding 
women who are making a difference in my 
Congressional District. I would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Alice Coulombe of 
Pasadena. 

Born and raised in Ann Arbor, Michigan, Ms. 
Coulombe received her Bachelor’s degree in 
Humanities and her Master’s degree in Edu-
cation from Stanford University. At Stanford, 
she met Joe Coulombe, and they got married 
when both were still students at the university. 

In 1958, the Coulombes founded Pronto 
Markets, a chain of grocery stores in Southern 
California. In 1967, Joe, the original Trader 
Joe, added a South Seas motif to the stores 
and changed the name to Trader Joe’s. Dur-

ing this time, the Coulombes moved to San 
Marino, where they raised their three children, 
Joe, Charlotte and Madeleine, and eventually 
moved to Pasadena in 1983. 

A community volunteer for over forty years, 
Ms. Coulombe is a passionate advocate for 
the arts and arts education. She was a found-
ing member and former Chair of the Pasadena 
Arts Commission, a member of the City of 
Pasadena’s Centennial Committee, and a do-
cent at the Huntington Library, Art Collections 
and Botanical Gardens for thirty-five years, 
where she helped design its school tours of 
the Japanese Garden. As a volunteer at the 
Music Center of Los Angeles for three dec-
ades, Ms. Coulombe served as Chair of Music 
Center Presentations and Coordinator of Vol-
unteer Activities. 

Ms. Coulombe’s special love is opera, and 
to that end, she was founding president of the 
Music Center Opera League, as well as one of 
the founders of the Los Angeles Opera Com-
pany, where she currently serves on its board. 
For the past nine years, she has served on 
the Colburn School Board of Directors as a 
member of their Governance Committee and 
as Chair of the Board Relations Committee. 
Additionally, she is President of Metropolitan 
Associates, a local non-profit that raises funds 
to support the arts for children. For her self-
less service to supporting the arts, Ms. 
Coulombe received the YWCA Pasadena- 
Foothill Valley’s Woman of Distinction Award 
and has been honored by the Los Angeles 
Master Chorale. 

I ask all Members to join me in honoring an 
exceptional woman of California’s 28th Con-
gressional District, Alice Steere Coulombe. 
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SABRINA HILL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 14, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Sabrina Hill 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Sabrina Hill is 
an 8th grader at Everitt Middle School and re-
ceived this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Sabrina Hill 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Sabrina Hill for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE MARKET 
STREET MISSION 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 14, 2014 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Market Street Mission lo-
cated in Morris County, New Jersey, as it 
celebrates its 125th Anniversary. 

The Market Street Mission ministers to 
those who suffer in the battle against alco-
holism, drug abuse, and homelessness in the 
northern New Jersey area. The Mission pro-
vides its ministries through physical, emo-
tional, and spiritual support that will guide 
those who suffer toward responsible and pro-
ductive lives. 

Established in 1889 by the Reverend Dr. 
F.W. Owen and his wife, Mrs. Louisa Graves 
Owen, the Market Street Mission began as a 
residential program for alcoholic husbands in 
the Morristown area. With support from the 
South Street Presbyterian Church, the Mission 
provided meals, lodging, clothing, and tem-
porary employment for homeless men. 
Throughout its first decade, the Mission start-
ed support meetings and programs for the 
homeless and drug addicted. 

In 1926, a series of explosions at the 
Picatinny Arsenal left many families homeless 
and without food or clothes. The Mission was 
able to help these displaced families by pro-
viding them with shelter and other basic ne-
cessities. 

During the Great Depression, the Market 
Street Mission ended its affiliation with the 
Presbyterian Church and added the ‘‘Industrial 
Department,’’ a self-supporting thrift store that 
provided jobs during difficult economic times. 

Today, residents of the Mission continue to 
work at the Industrial Department as part of 
the successful ‘‘New Reality of Recovery’’ pro-
gram, as well as attend chapel and classes. 
The Market Street Mission has added an 
Emergency Assistance program that provides 
meals and lodging for disadvantaged men, 
women, and children. In addition to its growing 
development thoughout the years, the Mission 
continues to focus on alcohol and drug treat-
ment programs, incorporating new treatments 
each year. 

The Market Street Mission is proud to cele-
brate its history and looks forward to its con-
tinuous growth in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Market Street 
Mission and their dedicated employees as 
they celebrate 125 years of serving the north-
ern New Jersey community. 
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THE NEED FOR REFOCUSING 
AMERICAN HUMANITARIAN AID 
IN SYRIA 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 14, 2014 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to mark the third anniversary of the 
ongoing conflict in Syria. As the war stretches 
into its fourth year and the regional humani-
tarian crisis shows little signs of improvement, 
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the United States must do more to ensure that 
its aid is utilized to the greatest effect pos-
sible. 

According to the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, more than 140,000 people, in-
cluding 7,000 children, have been killed. Near-
ly 2.5 million refugees have fled to neighboring 
countries, including 1.2 million children. Within 
Syria, nearly seven million people have been 
displaced from their homes and 19 million are 
in need of emergency food support. It is pro-
jected that by the end of this year, 75 percent 
of the Syrian population will need humani-
tarian assistance. 

The civilian population inside Syria faces 
systematic starvation, shelling of residential 
neighborhoods, government use of chemical 
weapons, and threats from improvised barrel- 
bombs filled with explosives and dropped by 
military helicopters into residential areas. 

In the dozens of refugee camps now sur-
rounding Syria, food remains scarce, access 
to sanitation and clean water is limited, and 
diseases like polio—on the verge of eradi-
cation worldwide—have resurfaced. 

The United States has rightly pledged and 
contributed a combined $1.7 billion in humani-
tarian assistance since the start of the crisis. 
These funds are critical for the Syrian people 
caught in the middle of the conflict. Their sur-
vival, and indeed the future stability of the re-
gion, hangs in the balance. As a leader in the 
international community, we must ensure that 
these funds are used efficiently and distributed 
in a manner that reaches as many people as 
possible. 

I recently heard a story about a school in 
the Aleppo Province that continued to hold 
classes despite the war raging around it. 
When the school’s funding inevitably ran out— 
and with international aid not immediately 
available—extremists in the area also fighting 
the Assad regime came forward with the re-
sources that the school needed. In return, they 
demanded that the school dispose of its mod-
erate textbooks for more politically-charged 
texts, and required the teaching of the Koran. 

Accepting assistance from extremist groups 
in exchange for loyalty is a decision faced by 
Syrians on a daily basis. For most civilians, 
the radical views expressed by the extremists 
are not in line with their own moderate views. 
Many are simply trying to carry on with their 
lives. 

Organizations like the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) have 
had considerable success in distributing 
school materials, food, medical supplies, and 
vaccines. However, Syria is a war zone, and 
these large-scale operations are often not 
equipped to distribute materials and aid at the 
local level—like the school in Aleppo—where 
they are needed most. 

But, imagine if these organizations could 
know which schools had exhausted their re-
sources, which hospitals were in immediate 
danger of running out of supplies, and which 
neighborhoods were being most affected by 
the lack of incoming food relief. Making this 
process more efficient is no small task, but it 
is possible. If we are to avoid greater catas-
trophe in Syria, it is also necessary. 

Since the beginning of the Syrian conflict, I 
have urged Congress and the President’s ad-
ministration to increase cooperation with Syr-
ian non-government organizations (NGOs) to 
get aid where it needs to go. Increased en-
gagement with Syrian and Syrian-run groups 

is essential to expanding assistance inside 
Syria and making every dollar of foreign aid 
count. Syrian aid groups are now working in 
nearly every sector of the humanitarian re-
sponse, delivering flour to bakeries, medical 
supplies to field clinics, and helping to protect 
refugees. 

Already, USAID and other NGOs in the re-
gion rely on information and distribution net-
works of local aid groups to deliver supplies to 
areas most in need. Empowering these Syrian 
groups will make our impact on the region 
even greater. These groups have the most at 
stake and work at great personal expense and 
risk. 

The Department of State and USAID should 
work together to establish training, capacity 
building, and aid delivery partnerships with 
Syrian relief organizations in order to expand 
their operations. With proper oversight and 
strict training on the international standards 
governing the delivery of aid, the United 
States can enable hundreds of Syrian civilians 
to take greater control of their country’s future 
while assisting those inside Syria who are not 
reachable by other means. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States has shown 
leadership in providing aid for the humani-
tarian crisis in Syria, but we must do more 
with the international community and Syrian 
refugee host nations to improve our aid deliv-
ery systems while pressuring the Assad re-
gime and its supporters. As the war drags on 
with no end in sight, time is in fact running 
out. 
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COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM/UI EXTENSION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 14, 2014 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, as a 
member of the Congressional Women’s Work-
ing Group on Immigration Reform I rise to 
support the women in my district and around 
the country who are fasting for a vote on re-
form legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, our system has been broken 
for far too long and now is the time to fix it. 

Every day hardworking women all over 
America are living in fear that they will be sep-
arated from their family. They have been sys-
tematically left out of the programs that their 
tax dollars help support. 

That is why I am proud to have joined Con-
gresswoman MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM to in-
troduce the HEAL Act that would guarantee 
access to safety net programs like Medicaid 
and the Children’s Health Insurance Program. 

Mr. Speaker, instead of bringing up bills to 
create jobs and grow the economy, Repub-
licans continue to play political games—bring-
ing up GOP message bills to nowhere. 

It is time to pass comprehensive immigra-
tion reform. It is time to pass an extension of 
Unemployment Insurance. 

We have the votes. Let’s do it now. 

IN RECOGNITION OF RICHARD F. 
CROSSIN, RECIPIENT OF 2014 THE 
GREATER WILKES-BARRE 
FRIENDLY SONS OF ST. PATRICK 
MAN OF THE YEAR AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 14, 2014 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise in acknowledgment of Richard ‘‘Rich’’ F. 
Crossin, who on March 14, 2014 will receive 
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick Man of the 
Year award. Each year the Friendly Sons rec-
ognizes a person who has distinguished them-
selves in the community through hard work 
and charitable efforts, and Rich Crossin is an 
exemplary selection. 

Mr. Crossin is the son of Ann and the late 
Joseph Crossin and a resident of Kingston, 
Pennsylvania. He graduated from Bishop 
O’Reilly High School, and continued his edu-
cation at York College, where he received his 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administra-
tion in 1978. 

Rich has spent much of his career at Bon-
ner Chevrolet, Inc., which was started by his 
grandfather, John R. Bonner, in 1932. Rich 
now serves as President of the family busi-
ness and works alongside his brothers Joe, 
Tom and Paul. In the past 35 years, Bonner 
Chevrolet has grown to be one of the largest 
new and used automobile inventories in the 
area, under Rich’s leadership. 

Along with being a leader in the business 
community, Rich has also been a pillar of his 
local service community. He served as presi-
dent of the West Side Jaycees and has also 
worked with Big Brothers Big Sisters for sev-
eral years, helping the group mentor many 
disadvantaged youth. 

Rich and his wife Virginia have three chil-
dren—Andrew, Julia, and Elizabeth—all of 
whom currently attend high school. Andrew, a 
senior at Holy Redeemer High School, is a 
member of the golf team which competed and 
won the State Championship title. Rich’s 
daughters Julia and Elizabeth both attend Wy-
oming Valley High School, and were longtime 
dancers with the Emerald Isle Step Dancers 
and had the opportunity to dance in the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in New York City. 

Northeastern Pennsylvania is stronger as a 
community because of citizens like Rich 
Crossin, and I am proud to recognize his life’s 
contributions. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO NADINE TRU-
JILLO—28TH CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 14, 2014 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year, 
we pay special tribute to the contributions and 
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is 
an honor to pay homage to outstanding 
women who are making a difference in my 
Congressional District. I would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Nadine Trujillo of 
Silver Lake. 
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