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IN OPPOSITION TO H.R. 2804 AND 

H.R. 899 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2014 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to H.R. 2804, the so-called ‘‘All Eco-
nomic Regulations are Transparent (ALERT) 
Act and H.R. 899, the so-called ‘‘Unfunded 
Mandates Information and Transparency Act.’’ 

This week, the House took up a series of 
rehashed bills—under the guise of the ‘‘Stop 
Government Abuse Week’’—that would limit 
the ability of federal agencies to enforce com-
monsense rules and regulations. While sup-
porters of H.R. 2804 and H.R. 899 claim they 
are needed to curb overregulation, in reality, 
they would prevent federal agencies from 
doing their jobs and working to ensure there 
are safeguards in place to protect consumer 
health and safety. 

My Republican colleagues contend that the 
two bills before us are a response to the ‘‘tsu-
nami’’ of regulations under the Obama Admin-
istration. However, this is simply not true. In 
fact, federal agencies under President Obama 
have issued significantly less rules during his 
first four years in office when compared to 
President Bush’s first term. Moreover, the 
ALERT Act would actually create more red 
tape by imposing unnecessary new proce-
dures on agencies and adding over 60 new 
barriers in the federal rulemaking process. 

Much like the ALERT Act, H.R. 899 would 
also introduce uncertainty into agency deci-
sion-making and undermine the ability of 
agencies to provide critical public health and 
safety protections. It would also weaken our 
democracy by giving powerful special interests 
and private industry an unfair advantage in the 
rulemaking process. Specifically, it would re-
quire agencies to consult with private indus-
try—but not most other stakeholders, such as 
public health or food safety experts—before 
proposing rules. 

I was disappointed that amendments offered 
by Representative CUMMINGS and Representa-
tive CONNOLLY were not adopted. Rep. CUM-
MINGS’ amendment would have overturned a 
provision in the bill that directly compromises 
the autonomy of independent regulatory agen-
cies—including the CFPB, SEC, and CPSC— 
by requiring that they report proposed rules to 
the OMB. Rep. CONNOLLY’s amendment would 
have simply evened the playing field and en-
sured that public interest organizations and 
other stakeholders are provided the same op-
portunity for consultation afforded to special 
interest groups and private industry under this 
bill. 

Over the last four years, President Obama 
has implemented significant reforms to the 
rulemaking process. In January 2010, the 
President signed an Executive Order that re-
quired agencies to determine if the benefits of 
proposed rules are justified considering their 
cost to society. He required an interagency re-
view of overlapping rules and regulation be-
tween agencies that may prevent innovation in 
the private sector and instituted a policy to 
allow agencies to consider input from affected 
public and private stakeholders and experts 
when developing rules and regulations. 

There is also a mechanism in place that al-
ready requires agencies to adhere to specific 

requirements of Federal law before issuing a 
rule or regulation. The Administrative Proce-
dure Act, the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA), 
the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995 
(UMRA), the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA), 
and the Congressional Review Act all serve 
the purpose of making sure that agencies are 
not overstepping their bounds when issuing 
rules and enforcing existing regulations. 

At a time when Congress should be doing 
everything it can to create jobs and improve 
the economy, these bills are nothing but a dis-
traction. They are unnecessary and potentially 
harmful to the public health and safety. I urge 
my colleagues to oppose each of them. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2014 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker on rollcall No. 
117, H.R. 499, I was unavoidably detained. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

DR. STEVEN R. SWANSON TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2014 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Steven R. Swanson, a United States 
Astronaut who will launch on his third trip to 
the International Space Station (ISS) on March 
25 from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in 
Kazakhstan. Dr. Swanson will spend six 
months on the station, serving three months 
as the ISS Commander. 

I’m proud to say that Dr. Swanson lives in 
Colorado’s 3rd Congressional District, in 
Steamboat Springs, with his wife, Mary and 
their three children. Dr. Swanson attended the 
University of Colorado, where he received a 
degree in Engineering Physics. He has also 
received both Masters and Doctorate degrees 
in Computer Science. 

Since joining NASA in 1998, Dr. Swanson 
has led a remarkable career, earning the 
NASA Exceptional Achievement Medal, the 
Johnson Space Center Certificate of Accom-
modation, and the Flight Engineering Award. 
He travelled on the space shuttle to help as-
semble the ISS in June of 2007 and again in 
March of 2009. It is fitting that he now be-
comes the station’s commanding officer. 

Mr. Speaker, it is truly an honor to recog-
nize such a distinguished ambassador of the 
sciences. I rise today to thank him for his con-
tinued service in the name of exploration and 
congratulate him on his truly remarkable ca-
reer. 

f 

KASSIDY LINDLEY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kassidy 

Lindley for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Kassidy Lindley is an 8th grader at Moore 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kassidy 
Lindley is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Kassidy Lindley for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

CONDEMNING VIOLATION OF 
UKRAINIAN SOVEREIGNTY, INDE-
PENDENCE AND TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 11, 2014 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
this resolution. 

Just today, a CNN camera crew reported 
evidence that Russian troops are literally 
digging in on the Crimean peninsula, including 
the installation of minefields along the new, il-
legal border they have created with the 
Ukraine. The world community cannot stand 
idly by in the face of this unprovoked Russian 
aggression against another sovereign member 
of the United Nations. The House, by passing 
this resolution, will be taking an important step 
towards that end. 

There are several provisions in this resolu-
tion calling on the new Ukrainian government 
to implement measures to end political corrup-
tion, respect the human rights and civil lib-
erties of ethnic minorities in the Ukraine, and 
so on. These and other reforms are essential 
for Ukraine to truly consolidate its revolution 
and ensure a transition to a truly open, demo-
cratic society. 

But the people of the Ukraine will find it dif-
ficult to maintain their freedom and independ-
ence if their largest neighbor continues its ille-
gal occupation of the Crimea, threatens addi-
tional areas of eastern Ukraine with invasion, 
and takes steps—overt and covert—to under-
mine the new Ukrainian government. The res-
olution before the House today calls upon the 
Obama administration to boycott the upcoming 
G8 summit and work with our partners to 
expel Russia from the G8. Given that the Rus-
sian government refuses to recognize 
Ukraine’s new government and is proceeding 
with a sham ‘‘referendum’’ on Crimea’s future, 
I believe the Administration must take the 
steps called for in this resolution. I also call 
upon the Administration to keep the Congress 
fully and currently informed on any indications 
that further Russian aggression may be at-
tempted elsewhere in the Ukraine. 

There is one amendment to this resolution 
that the committee adopted that concerns me, 
and it involves a call to increase U.S. natural 
gas exports. Simply, the U.S. does not cur-
rently possess the ability to export LNG to 
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Ukraine or other European allies, and export 
facilities currently under construction will not 
be operational until late 2015, at the earliest. 
It is opportunistic and frankly not based in fact, 
to have natural gas companies and their allies 
in Congress using this crisis as a catalyst for 
increased LNG exports. 

Further, the U.S. does not have a state run 
energy conglomerate like Russia, and we can-
not simply turn our energy exports up or down 
following a single executive decree. LNG ex-
port terminals cost billions and the companies 
making these investments will not proceed 
with their construction unless they have al-
ready secured LNG supply contracts, typically 
with Asian countries, like Japan, China, and 
India, where high natural gas prices will result 
in the greatest profits. If our concern is ensur-
ing Ukraine has reliable energy sources, we 
should be talking to our European partners 
about how best to accomplish that goal. 

Again, I encourage my colleagues to join 
me in supporting this legislation. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMBERS OF 
STILLWATER TRINITY LU-
THERAN CHURCH 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2014 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor members of Stillwater Trinity Lu-
theran Church and acknowledge their recent 
efforts to feed more than half a million people 
in a community food drive called ‘‘Meals from 
the Heart.’’ This ambitious initiative will provide 
nutritious meals to be distributed through a va-
riety of organizations from the Saint Croix Val-
ley all the way to Tanzania. 

‘‘Meals from the Heart’’ is a community-led, 
full-scale mission to address hunger—both 
here at home and around the world. Beginning 
in 2008, Trinity Lutheran Church, located in 
Stillwater, Minnesota, has partnered with 
churches, schools, nonprofits, and local busi-
nesses, including Andersen Windows, to pro-
vide meals for those in need. Working to-
gether, their benevolent efforts have produced 
impressive results. During the past five years, 
10,500 volunteers have packed more than 3 
million meals that have been delivered to di-
verse locations, ranging from a church in Saint 
Paul to an orphanage in Haiti. 

Access to affordable, nutritious food is fun-
damental to the health and economic success 
of communities. Unfortunately, for far too 
many, access to nutritious food is not depend-
able. Food insecurity is rising at an alarming 
rate, causing regional conflicts and forcing 1 
billion people worldwide to struggle with chron-
ic hunger and disease. In America, economic 
strain from the Great Recession continues to 
place significant financial hardships on families 
looking to put food on the table. 

Just last month, our nation celebrated the 
50th Anniversary of President Johnson’s ‘‘War 
on Poverty.’’ While President Johnson’s call to 
action has resulted in profound change for a 
generation of Americans, our nation still must 
confront the stark reality that poverty, hunger, 
and income inequality persist today. To be 
successful in the fight against hunger, it will 
take collective action between public, private, 

and community forces—just as we have seen 
with the ‘‘Meals from the Heart’’ program. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride I submit 
this statement for the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD, recognizing the benevolent actions of 
local volunteers and businesses who have col-
laborated to make a difference in combating 
hunger across the globe and in our own 
neighborhoods in the United States. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TULSI GABBARD 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2014 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, on March 12, 
2014, I was unavoidably detained and was un-
able to record my vote for rollcall No. 118. 
Had I been present I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ 
on ordering the previous question. 

f 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2014 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF DOMINIQUE GELIN 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in 
honor of Women’s History Month, to recognize 
Dominique Gelin. Born and raised in Miami, 
Florida, Dominique is the proud daughter of 
immigrant parents. She has worked to shape 
policy and mobilize members of her commu-
nity. 

Dominique moved to Orlando to attend the 
University of Central Florida in the fall of 2008. 
It was there that she got her first taste of orga-
nizing her peers, encouraging them to vote 
and become a part of the process. After re-
ceiving her Bachelor’s degree, she continued 
her community service, becoming a Youth 
Outreach Director and extending her work to 
high school students and young professionals. 

Over the years, Dominique has had the op-
portunity to work with organizations like Ruth’s 
List Florida, the National Congress of Black 
Women, and most recently, as an Aide at the 
Florida House of Representatives. In 2011, 
Dominique was awarded the Achievement 
Award by the Florida Commission on the Sta-
tus of Women. 

She looks forward to continuing her work by 
advocating for those with the most urgent 
needs through compassionate leadership. 

I am happy to honor Dominique Gelin, dur-
ing Women’s History Month, for her contribu-
tions to her community. 
RECOGNIZING THE LEADERSHIP OF SENATOR GERALDINE 

F. THOMPSON 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in honor of Wom-
en’s History Month, to recognize Florida Sen-
ator Geraldine Thompson. Senator Thompson 
began serving the people of Florida in 1970 
when she worked as a Secretary for State 
Representative Gwendolyn Sawyer Cherry, 
the first African American female to serve in 
the Florida House of Representatives. During 
her time with Representative Cherry, she 
learned that conditions could be changed and 

lives improved through the enactment of legis-
lation. 

After working for several years, Senator 
Thompson enrolled at Florida State University 
from which she received a M.S. in Commu-
nication in 1973. She and her husband moved 
to Orlando and immediately became active in 
the Central Florida community. She later be-
came the Assistant to the President at Valen-
cia Community College where she served for 
24 years. Among her many accomplishments 
was the establishment of the ‘‘College Reach 
Out Program.’’ The program enabled thou-
sands of low income and disadvantaged stu-
dents to fulfill their dream of going to college. 

As a public historian, Senator Thompson’s 
passion for history led her to conduct research 
and compile documents which resulted in the 
publication of a book, Black America Series: 
Orlando, Florida, in 2003. She is also credited 
with preserving one of Orlando’s unique land-
marks, The Wells’ Built Hotel, which housed 
some of America’s most prominent citizens, in-
cluding Justice Thurgood Marshall, Ray 
Charles, Ella Fitzgerald, Jackie Robinson and 
many more. She helped secure funds to con-
vert the hotel into a museum which is known 
today as The Wells’ Built Museum of African 
American History and Culture. 

In November 2006, Thompson was elected 
to serve as the first African American female 
to represent District 39 in the Florida House of 
Representatives. As a state representative, 
she worked to bring about change, including 
sponsoring legislation to give pregnant women 
protection under the Florida Civil Rights Act, 
and establishing a lottery Ticket for the Cure 
to benefit breast cancer victims. On November 
18, 2008, she was unanimously selected by 
her legislative colleagues to serve as the 
Democratic Leader Pro Tempore, the second 
highest ranking Democrat in the Florida House 
of Representatives. In November 2012, 
Thompson was elected to the Florida Senate. 
In December 2012, Senator Thompson was 
elected Chairman of the Orange County Legis-
lative Delegation. She is the first female and 
African-American to hold the position of Chair. 

Senator Thompson has been recognized 
with numerous awards. She received the Flor-
ida Education Association’s Mary McLeod Be-
thune Humanitarian Award and the National 
Education Association’s prestigious Mary 
Hatwood Futrell Award for her outstanding 
human rights work toward the advancement 
and education of women and girls. She is also 
a recipient of the Executive Women Award, 
the Legislative Award from the American Can-
cer Society, and the Martin Luther King Award 
from the Greater Orlando Alliance of Black 
School Education. She is also an Executive 
Board Member of the National Black Caucus 
of State Legislators. 

Senator Thompson enjoys every opportunity 
to give back, such as arranging to have 40 
students from Jones High School in Orlando 
attend the inaugurations of President Barack 
Obama in 2009 and 2013. She is married to 
the Honorable Emerson R. Thompson, Jr. She 
has three children, Laurise, Emerson III, and 
Elizabeth, and is the proud grandmother of 
four. 

I am happy to honor Senator Geraldine 
Thompson, during Women’s History Month, for 
her leadership and service to the Central Flor-
ida community. 
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