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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

KATIA MERAZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Katia Meraz
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Katia Meraz is
a 10th grader at Jefferson High School and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Katia
Meraz is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Katia Meraz for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

———

HONORING ANTHONY
DEFFENBAUGH

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Anthony
Deffenbaugh. Anthony is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
865, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Anthony has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Anthony has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, An-
thony has earned the rank of Tom-Tom Beater
in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Anthony has also
contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Anthony redesigned the
trailer for the Blue Springs High School march-
ing band, including the welding, fabricating
and assembly of the parts needed to properly
protect the instruments during transportation.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Anthony Deffenbaugh for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on March 11,
2014, | was absent for rollcall vote 116. Had
| been present for rollcall vote 116, on pas-
sage of H.R. 3979, | would have voted “yes.”

——
HONORING PAST AND CURRENT
AFRICAN AMERICAN UNITED

STATES SENATORS
HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2014

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor our past and current Afri-
can American Senators.

Following the ratification of the Fifteenth
Amendment, and beginning with the Recon-
struction Era of our great nation, nine African
Americans have served in the upper chamber
of the United States Congress. Yet, the 113th
Congress marked the first time in our nation’s
history that two African Americans served con-
currently in the Senate.

In celebration of Black History Month, U.S.
Senator TiM ScoTT of South Carolina brought
together a panel of past and present African
American Senators. The Honorable James H.
Billington, Ambassador Carol Moseley Braun,
the Honorable Roland Burris, the Honorable
William “Mo” Cowan, as well as newly elected
Senator COREY BOOKER discussed their indi-
vidual paths to Congress. In their deliveries, it
was clear that we have come a long way.
Each of their unique stories represents the
progress that this country has made.

Mr. Speaker, | want to commend Senator
ScoTT for hosting such an important event. It
was truly an honor to be in attendance.

KARLA LOPEZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Karla Lopez
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Karla Lopez is
an 8th grader at Wheat Ridge 5-8 and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Karla
Lopez is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and

develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Karla Lopez for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2014

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | was unavoidably absent during the week
of February 24, 2014. If | were present, |
would have voted on the following:

Rollcall No. 63, H.R. 1211, “yea”; rollcall
No. 64, H.R. 1123,"yea”; rollcall No. 65, Mo-
tion on Ordering the Previous Question on the
Rule, “nay”; rolicall No. 66, H. Res. 487, “no”;
rollcall No. 67, H.R. 1944, “yea”; rollcall No.
68, Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R.
3865, “yea”; rollcall No. 69, Final Passage of
H.R. 3865, “no”; rollcall No. 70, Agreeing to
the Polis of Colorado Amendment to the Title,
“aye”; rollcall No. 71, Rothfus/Barr Amend-
ment, “no”; rollcall No. 72, Connolly Amend-
ment, “aye”, rollcall No. 73, Jackson-Lee
Amendment, “aye”; rolicall No. 74, Jackson-
Lee/Johnson Amendment, “aye”; rollcall No.
75, George Miller/Courtney Amendment No.
10, “aye”; rolicall No. 76, George Miller/Court-
ney Amendment No. 11, “aye.”

Rollcall No. 77, Democratic Motion to Re-
commit H.R. 2804, “aye”; rollcall No. 78, Final
Passage of H.R. 2804, “no”; rollcall No. 79,
Motion on Ordering the Previous Question on
the Rule, “nay”; rollcall No. 80, H. Res. 492,
“no”; rolicall No. 81, Rigell Amendment, “no”;
rolicall No. 82, DeSantiis Amendment, “no”;
rollcall No. 83, Moore Amendment, “aye”; roll-
call No. 84, Motion to Recommit H.R. 3193,
“aye”; rollcall No. 85, Final Passage of H.R.
3193, “no”; rollcall No. 86, Cummings Amend-
ment, “aye”; rollcall No. 87, Connolly Amend-
ment, “aye”; rollcall No. 88, Jackson-Lee
Amendment, “aye”; rollcall No. 89, Democratic
Motion to Recommit H.R. 899, “aye”; rollcall
No. 90, Final Passage of H.R. 899, “no.”

HONORING JACK KNIPP

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Jack Knipp. Jack
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 865, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.
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Jack has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Jack has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jack
has earned the rank of Firebuilder in the Tribe
of Mic-O-Say. Jack has also contributed to his
community through his Eagle Scout project.
Jack led fellow members of his swim team in
putting together a class for basic swim les-
sons, providing a valuable life lesson to the
children he taught.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Jack Knipp for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.

RESPONSIBLY AND PROFES-
SIONALLY INVIGORATING DE-
VELOPMENT ACT OF 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2641) to provide
for improved coordination of agency actions
in the preparation and adoption of environ-
mental documents for permitting determina-
tions, and for other purposes:

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, | rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 2641, which would limit public
input in the federal decision-making process
and short-circuit responsible review of tax-
payer-funded projects.

This legislation would create a new, con-
voluted review process for certain projects,
setting rigid, arbitrary deadlines for even the
most complex and hazardous plans and
deeming them approved if the deadlines are
not met. It allows for clear conflict of interest
by giving project sponsors the authority to do
their own environmental review. Finally, it con-
fuses the process and risks litigation by blur-
ring lines between state and federal law, and
agency and private sector authority.

Complicating our public input process will
not jumpstart construction projects. The only
way to do that is by replenishing the Highway
Trust Fund to repair our crumbling roads and
bridges, and investing in the backlog of al-
ready-approved water resources projects that
are on hold due to lack of funds. | urge my
colleagues to support infrastructure investment
and vote no on this bill.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE JAMIE
GRODSKY PRIZE FOR ENVIRON-
MENTAL LAW SCHOLARSHIP

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2014

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the fourth anniversary of the Jamie
Grodsky Prize for Environmental Scholarship.
It is awarded annually to a George Wash-
ington law student who contributes an original
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paper to the environmental law field. The
award is given in memory of Jamie Grodsky,
a law professor at George Washington Univer-
sity, who passed away on May 22, 2010.

There is no doubt in my mind that legal
scholarship in the field of environmental law
plays a critical role in developing innovative
ideas and thoughts to help preserve our citi-
zens’ quality of life, health, and safety. As a
result, the annual award of the Jamie Grodsky
Prize serves as not only a fitting tribute to Pro-
fessor Grodsky, but helps preserve and pro-
tect our environment and our planet.

The Grodsky Prize is funded through the
generosity of her family and friends, and is
awarded annually to a George Washington
law student who contributes an original paper
to the environmental law field, as judged by a
panel of experts. Tomorrow will mark the
fourth time this award has been given. This
year’s recipient is Molly Masterton, who wrote
on “Promoting Marine and Hydrokinetic En-
ergy and Managing Environmental Risk: To-
ward an Adaptive Management Strategy.”

Past Grodsky Award recipients include:

In 2011, Renee Martin-Nagle for her paper
titled “Fossil Aquifers: A Common Heritage of
Mankind.”

In 2012, Lieutenant Commander Jonathan
Dowling’s paper titled “Improving Energy Se-
curity with the Great Green Fleet: The Case
for Transitioning from Ethanol to Drop-In Re-
newable Fuels.”

In 2013, Joel Meister, for his paper titled
“Sunny Dispositions: Modernizing Investment
Tax Credit Recapture Rules for Solar Energy
Project Finance After the Stimulus.”

We look forward to the award of many more
Grodsky prizes to deserving George Wash-
ington University students.

The fourth anniversary of the award is also
an opportunity to recognize the life of Pro-
fessor Grodsky, a preeminent member of the
Nation’s environmental bar, whose legal im-
print continues to this day. Although time and
space limitations do not permit me to itemize
all of Jamie’s contributions and unique talents
and gifts, | would like to note a few highlights
(many of Jamie’s contributions were ref-
erenced in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD by
Rep. MILLER on September 15, 2010):

Prof. Grodsky left an indelible mark on all
three branches of government, countless law
students at the University of Minnesota and
George Washington University, and the envi-
ronmental and legal community as a whole.

Jamie served the Congress initially as an
analyst with the then Official of Technology
Assessment, and later as counsel to the Nat-
ural Resources Committee in the House, and
the Judiciary Committee in the Senate.

She served as Senior Advisor to the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Environmental Protection
Agency during the Clinton Administration.

She served as clerk to the Chief Judge of
Ninth Circuit, the Hon. Proctor Hug, who re-
ferred to Jamie as “the most multi-talented
person | have ever met.”

Jamie was dedicated to environmental
causes, acting as Educational Director of the
San Francisco Oceanic Society and she con-
ducted marine research at Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institute in Massachusetts.

After leaving government service, Jamie
dedicated herself to passing along her passion
for the environment through her work in aca-
demia, eventually becoming a tenured Pro-
fessor of Environmental Law at George Wash-
ington University.
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Although Jamie’s passing was a tremen-
dous loss to us all, | am pleased that that her
legacy is continuing to inspire the next genera-
tion of attorneys through the annual award of
the Jamie Grodsky Prize.

JOHNNIE DINA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Johnnie Dina
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Johnnie Dina
is an 11th grader at Standley Lake High
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Johnnie
Dina is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Johnnie Dina for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

——

ELECTRICITY SECURITY AND
AFFORDABILITY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2014

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3826) to provide
direction to the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency regarding the
establishment of standards for emissions of
any greenhouse gas from fossil fuel-fired
electric utility generating units, and for
other purposes:

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chair, | agree with my
dear friend Chairman WHITFIELD that we must
provide clarity on EPA’s authority to regulate
greenhouse gases. However, as we have
seen all too often in the 113th Congress, the
legislation before us does nothing to address
the underlying problem. Instead, this bill sim-
ply blocks the EPA from taking action without
providing any alternative solution.

My first problem with this legislation is that
it creates a peculiar and entirely new process
for regulations under the Clean Air Act. This
bill would take a long-established and reason-
ably well understood and turn it upside down
to the great detriment of all of those in indus-
try who are seeking certainty. This bill would
then eliminate the delegation of rulemaking
authority to EPA and set up Congress as a
regulatory agency. Traditionally, Congress has
given EPA the authority to develop regulations
to address particular issues. I'm concerned
that we may be setting a troubling precedent
that allows regulations to be set without exten-
sive public comments or technical data and
input from industry and stakeholders.
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