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School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Edgar Her-
nandez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Edgar Hernandez for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 69, I had to depart DC to fly to 
Georgia in order to attend the visitation of a 
funeral for a longtime friend. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

COZBI ESCOBAR 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Cozbi 
Escobar for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Cozbi 
Escobar is a 12th grader at Jefferson High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Cozbi 
Escobar is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Cozbi Escobar for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WHITICAR BOAT 
WORKS FOR THE 50-YEAR CELE-
BRATION OF THE ‘‘ELEGANTE’’ 

HON. PATRICK MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Whiticar Boat Works on the 
occasion of the 50-year celebration of their 
1961 Motor Yacht Elegante, built in the same 
location that this family-run business still re-
sides at in Stuart, Florida. Founded in 1947 by 
Curt Whiticar, who just celebrated his 103rd 
birthday last month, this renowned business 
has expanded but still remains family-run by 
Curt’s son John Whiticar, and nephew Jim 
Dragseth. 

Fifty years ago, Whiticar built the Elegante 
on the very location where they now celebrate 
the motor yacht’s anniversary. Originally called 
Aphrodite, the yacht was built for Fishers Is-
land, New York resident John Hay ‘‘Jock’’ 
Whitney, a U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Kingdom and publisher of the New York Her-
ald Tribune. For many years, Jack Whiticar, a 
brother of the company’s founder, served as 
the captain of the yacht for Mr. Whitney. The 
yacht, now known as the Elegante, is currently 
owned by Pat and Bill Anton and remains the 
sole motor yacht ever produced by Whiticar 
Boat Works. 

I am extremely proud of Whiticar for the 
great work they have done for so many years 
on the Treasure Coast. From its founding over 
66 years ago to the present day, Whiticar has 
demonstrated a commitment to excellence in 
serving the boating community and producing 
excellent custom sport fishing boats. Passed 
from fathers to sons, Whiticar is a testament 
to hard work and dedication, a reminder of the 
important role family-owned businesses play in 
strengthening our economy. But not only has 
Whiticar Boat Works contributed greatly to our 
local economy and boating industry, but has 
played an integral role in our community, sup-
porting coastal cleanups and efforts to clean 
our local waterways, encouraging boating 
safety, and benefiting local organizations such 
as the Boys & Girls Club. We are so very 
lucky to have Whiticar as part of our Martin 
County community. 

Mr. Speaker, I again congratulate Mr. 
Whiticar and Whiticar Boat Works for the 50- 
year celebration of the Elegante, and I am 
honored to recognize the work they have done 
over these many years. I am proud that such 
a terrific organization has made its home in 
my district, and I wish them continued success 
and many more milestones to celebrate. 

f 

CASSIDY OSBORNE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Cassidy 
Osborne for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Cassidy Osborne is an 8th grader at Moore 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Cassidy 
Osborne is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Cas-
sidy Osborne for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA COURTS, 
PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICE, 
AND COURT SERVICES AND OF-
FENDER SUPERVISION AGENCY 
ACT OF 2014 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 10, 2014 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duce an important bill for the administration of 
justice in the District of Columbia. The bill 
would make minor, technical changes to the 
authorities of the District of Columbia Courts 
(Courts), the Public Defender Service for the 
District of Columbia (PDS) and the Court 
Services and Offender Supervision Agency for 
the District of Columbia (CSOSA), placing 
these entities in the same position as their 
federal counterparts for more effective man-
agement and operation. 

This bill would allow the Courts to collect 
debts owed to it by its employees (e.g., debts 
from loss or damage to property, improper 
credit card payments, erroneous payments to 
employees). The Executive Officer of the 
Courts would have to provide employees with 
at least 30 days’ written notice regarding the 
debt collection, and employees would have 
the right to a hearing conducted by an inde-
pendent officer. The bill would also give the 
Courts the authority to purchase uniforms to 
ensure the safety of its building engineers, fa-
cilities maintenance workers and mail per-
sonnel. These service employees must regu-
larly access buildings run by the Courts at all 
hours. The increase in the number of security 
incidents in courthouses throughout the coun-
try and the location of the Courts in the na-
tion’s capital require visual security and uni-
formity of staff to help ensure that unauthor-
ized persons do not enter secure areas. 

The bill would expressly allow PDS to ac-
cept and use public grants, voluntary and un-
compensated services, such as unpaid law 
clerks and interns, and private contributions 
made to advance PDS’s work. It would also 
allow PDS board members to be treated as 
PDS employees for purposes of liability. Ap-
parently, a drafting oversight in the National 
Capital Revitalization and Self-Government 
Improvement Act of 1997 makes PDS’s volun-
teer board of trustees District of Columbia em-
ployees for purposes of any action brought 
against board members. This bill would rectify 
this oversight. 

Finally, the bill would allow CSOSA to de-
velop and implement incentive-based pro-
gramming to accompany its current sanction 
policies. Combining both sanctions and incen-
tives has been proven to be more effective in 
improving compliance with supervision. The 
bill also would authorize CSOSA to solicit, re-
ceive and use gifts for the purpose of advanc-
ing its work, and would require the Director to 
keep detailed records on the use of CSOSA’s 
gift authority. It would also permit the Director 
to enter into cost-reimbursable agreements 
with the D.C. government for space or serv-
ices provided. The D.C. government is a fre-
quent partner of CSOSA due to its location in 
D.C. and CSOSA’s mandate to assist in the 
reintegration of D.C. code offenders into soci-
ety. Giving CSOSA the authority to enter into 
reimbursable agreements with the District is 
necessary to assist CSOSA in its daily work. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 
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DAKOTA TURNER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Dakota Turner 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Dakota Turner 
is a 12th grader at Arvada High School and 
received this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Dakota 
Turner is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Da-
kota Turner for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize passage of several pieces of legis-
lation as well as to voice strong opposition to 
another bill for recorded votes during the week 
of March 3, 2014. Unfortunately, I was not 
able to vote for final passage of these bills be-
cause I was out on medical leave recovering 
from much needed hip replacement surgery. 

H.R. 3370, the Homeowner Flood Insurance 
Affordability Act, is poorly crafted legislation 
that will make an already insolvent program 
worse. The National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) is currently $24 billion in debt. This leg-
islation will continue the federal governments 
failed involvement in administering flood insur-
ance. H.R. 3370 undoes important reforms 
that were just passed in 2012 and were our 
only hope in making this terrible program sus-
tainable. When it became clear the House did 
not have the votes to pass this legislation last 
week, the bill almost tripled in size over the 
weekend and came back a worse bill than 
even the Senate version in order to get 
enough Democrats to support these piece of 
junk. I strongly oppose this wasteful and ineffi-
cient bill. 

H.R. 938, the United States-Israel Strategic 
Partnership Act of 2014, recognizes the impor-
tance of Israel as our closest ally and allows 
for new partnerships in relation to cyber-secu-
rity, economic prosperity and defense. I am 
proud to be a cosponsor of this important leg-
islation. 

H.R. 4118, the Suspending the Individual 
Mandate Penalty Law Equals Fairness Act, is 
legislation that seeks to delay Obamacare’s in-
dividual mandate by one year. This bill would 
bring parity for the American people as Presi-
dent Obama has twice suspended the em-
ployer mandate for businesses. Obamacare is 
a train wreck. The President should not selec-

tively choose by executive order what parts of 
this terrible law to enforce. If the President 
thinks this law is good enough for the Amer-
ican people then it should be good enough for 
his cronies and everyone else. I will continue 
to fight to repeal and replace Obamacare. 

H.R. 2126, the Energy Efficiency Improve-
ments Act, is a bill that will assist with increas-
ing energy efficiency throughout commercial 
buildings. 

H.R. 3826, the Electricity Security and Af-
fordability Act, seeks to reinstate economic 
sanity to EPA proposed regulations and give 
Congress a role in the process. This legisla-
tion allows the EPA to propose regulations for 
existing American power plants, but requires 
Congressional approval before they can take 
effect. More importantly, it will prohibit the 
mandate for CSS technology for new power 
plants until it is viable and has been tested at 
a few select power plants around the country. 
This Administration has waged a war on coal 
and I’m proud to be a cosponsor of this critical 
bill that pushes back against this overreach by 
the EPA. 

H.R. 2641, the Responsibly and Profes-
sionally invigorating Development Act, is im-
portant legislation that streamlines the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to 
allow for a more timely completion of construc-
tion projects. This bill will create jobs and 
allow for projects that are critical to our econ-
omy to move forward. 

H.R. 4152, to provide for the costs of loan 
guarantees for Ukraine, would add Ukraine to 
the list of countries eligible for loan guarantees 
from the state department. This legislation 
seeks to undermine Mr. Putin’s atrocious be-
havior and support the Ukraine interim govern-
ment. This bill does not require any new ap-
propriations, but merely adds Ukraine to a list 
of nations eligible for State Department mon-
ies. I personally condemn the actions of Rus-
sia, and I am hopeful this crisis is resolved 
soon for the Ukrainian people. 

Had I been present for these votes, I would 
have voted in support of these important bills 
with a yea vote on roll call numbers 95, 97, 
98, 106, 113 and 114. 

Additionally, I would have opposed the dan-
gerous flood insurance reform bill with a nay 
vote on roll call number 91. 

f 

DANIEL ZHURBA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Daniel Zhurba 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Daniel Zhurba 
is a 12th grader at Arvada West High School 
and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Daniel 
Zhurba is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Dan-
iel Zhurba for winning the Arvada Wheat 

Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

COMMENDING THE DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE’S ‘SMART ON CRIME 
INITIATIVE’ 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 10, 2014 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, last Au-
gust, at the direction of the Attorney General 
Eric Holder, the Justice Department launched 
the ‘‘Smart on Crime’’ initiative, a set of inter-
nal policies and reforms to ensure federal laws 
are enforced more fairly and efficiently. These 
reforms are consistent with the President’s 
constitutional obligation to take care that the 
laws are faithfully executed. 

One of the smart reforms is a modification 
in the department’s charging policies so that 
certain low-level, nonviolent drug defendants, 
with no significant ties to large-scale organiza-
tions, gangs, or cartels, will no longer be 
charged with offenses triggering mandatory 
minimum sentences. Instead, they will be 
charged with offenses that allow judges to im-
pose sentences appropriate to their conduct. 

The ‘‘Smart on Crime’’ initiative is an excit-
ing development that should be welcomed and 
supported by everyone because the status 
quo simply was not making the criminal justice 
system better, it was creating more problems 
than it solved. And we are spending more 
than $6.5 billion annually to incarcerate in-
mates, money that could be better used to 
fund job training, and educational opportuni-
ties, invest in infrastructure, support veterans, 
and promote reentry programs to reduce re-
cidivism. 

Thirty years ago, there were less than 
30,000 inmates in the federal system; today, 
there are nearly 216,000, an increase of 800 
percent. The United States incarcerates nearly 
25 percent of the world’s inmates, even 
though it only has 5 percent of the world’s 
population. No other country imprisons a larg-
er percentage of its population than the United 
States or spends anywhere near the amount 
we do to incarcerate our citizens. 

The cost of imprisoning so many non-violent 
offenders is fiscally unsustainable and morally 
unjustifiable and it will take the combined ef-
forts of policy makers, reform advocates, legal 
professionals, and private citizens to solve the 
problem. 

There is no shortage of stories chronicling 
the damage done to the lives of thousands of 
individuals and their families by the draconian 
sentencing laws passed by Congress and 
state legislatures beginning in the late 1980s 
in the so-called ‘‘War on Drugs.’’ Few are as 
tragic as the story of Clarence Aaron, who 
grew up in a public housing project in Mobile, 
Alabama. 

In 1992, shortly after his grandfather’s 
death, Clarence made a mistake that would 
change his life. He agreed to introduce an old 
high school football teammate to a college 
classmate whose brother was a drug dealer. 
Clarence was present during one of the broth-
er’s drug transactions and during another at-
tempted transaction for which he received 
$1,500. 
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