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both physical and mental, and sufferers need
and deserve the strong support of their family,
friends, colleagues and health professionals.
This is where Renfrew excels, and | am grate-
ful for the staff and supporters of The Renfrew
Center for their dedication to this important ef-
fort.

Mr. Speaker, | thank the Renfrew Center
and all health professionals across the country
for their dedication to treating those suffering
from eating disorders. In recognition of Na-
tional Eating Disorder Awareness Week, it re-
mains important today and every day to edu-
cate those in our lives about eating disorders
and provide them support and hope for a bet-
ter path.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE CHRISTIAN
APPALACHIAN PROJECT

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2014

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the members of a
program dedicated to improving lives in my re-
gion of Appalachia, the Christian Appalachian
Project, in honor of its 50th anniversary.

Whether employees or volunteers, the ex-
ceptional members of this organization work
hard to fight the problems which have plagued
eastern Kentucky and Appalachia, including
natural disasters, domestic violence, and bar-
riers to economic development.

The Christian Appalachian Project began in
1964 with Reverend Ralph W. Beiting, who
provided clothing, food, and other goods to the
people of eastern Kentucky with the help of
members of his church and community in
northern Kentucky. Over the last fifty years,
the organization has grown tremendously to
include a vast array of programs for children
and families, individuals with disabilities, and
the elderly. These programs offer hope and
help.

Each of these programs is designed to help
enrich the lives of eastern Kentuckians and
better the community as a whole through an
approach that emphasizes providing a hand
up and not just a hand out. Each year, more
than 1,000 people volunteer from across the
nation to help make this project one of the
most influential efforts in the Commonwealth.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring an incredible program which helps
so0 many in my region get back on their feet.
The program’s fifty years of service is a testa-
ment to how much this program has done for
Kentucky and the whole Appalachian region,
and | wish them a bright and exciting future.

——————
RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF MRS. ALICE
GEISHECKER
HON. JEFF MILLER
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 28, 2014
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
privileged to recognize the contributions of

Mrs. Alice Geishecker to the United States
House of Representatives and this great Na-
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tion upon the occasion of her retirement. Alice
is a true American patriot with over 38 com-
bined years of supporting Military members
and families.

Since September 2001, Mrs. Geishecker
served as a Congressional Liaison Represent-
ative with the United States Air Force House
Liaison Office. In this capacity, she was re-
sponsible for maintaining a continuous Air
Force presence in the United States House of
Representatives. Her primary role was to fa-
cilitate personal contacts between Air Force
leaders, Members of Congress, key personnel
and professional House staff. She monitored
the ever-changing political environment on
Capitol Hill to advise the Secretary of the Air
Force and Chief of Staff of the Air Force. Alice
was the primary focal point for administrative
functions within the office to include all
logistical support for events, Congressional
member travel departures and arrivals, and
movements of Senior Air Force Leadership
within the Capitol complex. This endeared her
to many Members of Congress and their of-
fices.

Prior to joining the Air Force Liaison Office
in the House of Representatives, Alice worked
as a contract employee in 1978 with University
of Maryland at Camp Pieri, Wiesbaden, Ger-
many and took her oath to federal service on
July 5, 1989 working Family Support Services
at the United States Military Academy at West
Point. Alice also worked with North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) liaison officers at
the Army Command and General Staff Col-
lege, Directorate of Combat Development, Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas and various divisions
within the acquisition community and with the
Director of Manpower in the Pentagon.

Alice had a varied and full civil servant ca-
reer, but also served as a dedicated Army
spouse to her husband Alan, a retired Lieuten-
ant Colonel; loving mother to her three chil-
dren, Cassie, Angela, and Jackie; and grand-
mother of eight.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the entire United
States Congress, it is an honor to recognize
the career and service of Mrs. Alice
Geishecker. My wife Vicki and | congratulate
Alice and wish her and her family all the best.

PREVENTING CARBON MONOXIDE
TRAGEDIES

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2014

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today be-
cause of a preventable tragedy that occurred
in my congressional district this past weekend.
On Saturday, at a local shopping mall, carbon
monoxide leaked from a faulty basement pipe
and tragically killed Steve Nelson, who man-
aged the Legal Sea Foods there. 27 people
were also sickened in moments by this color-
less, odorless gas.

Each year, more than 400 Americans die
from unintentional carbon monoxide poisoning;
more than 20,000 visit the emergency room
and more than 4,000 are hospitalized. Just
one preventable death is too many.

This gas is so toxic because it is both odor-
less and colorless. In a house, for example,
everyday items such as kerosene and gas
space heaters, gas water heaters, fireplaces,

February 28, 2014

and gas stoves are sources of carbon mon-
oxide. A leak or improper use of these appli-
ances can be fatal.

However, carbon monoxide detectors are an
incredible weapon in our fight against carbon
monoxide poisoning. These detectors, which
cost as low as $15, are designed to alert peo-
ple before potentially life-threatening levels of
CO are reached.

In fact, reports of carbon monoxide incidents
that aren’t related to fire almost doubled from
2003 to 2010. This is actually good news be-
cause it means these detectors are doing their
job to alert people before it’s too late.

| usually talk about carbon monoxide poi-
soning during natural disasters, as | did during
Superstorm Sandy when many of my constitu-
ents lost power for weeks and resorted to gas
generators in order to stay in their homes.

But as we learned from this past weekend,
we must always be aware and we also must
make sure that not only homes, but also busi-
nesses and other public areas are adequately
protected.

———

HONORING HY RAMM

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2014

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Hy Ramm who re-
cently passed away. Hy was a longtime friend,
an accomplished business man and an asset
to our community.

Hy was born in Liverpool, England and as a
child he witnessed first-hand, the Nazi bomb-
ings during WWII. He was forced to grow up
quickly, and the horrible things he saw during
the war gave him a level of maturity and de-
termination that | have rarely seen in others.
After immigrating to Los Angeles with his fam-
ily following the war, with only a fourth grade
education, Hy quickly established himself as a
force to be reckoned with. He worked hard to
support his family and quickly rose to the level
of Vice President of Dosimeter. Hy was deter-
mined to achieve success for himself and his
family but always made time to give back to
others. Even after his retirement, Hy worked
with the Silicon Valley Coalition of Retired Ex-
ecutives (SCORE) and dedicated countless
hours to mentoring young entrepreneurs.

Hy had a great passion for politics and pub-
lic affairs and was actively involved in numer-
ous campaigns over the years. | had the great
honor of meeting Hy in the 1960s during his
term as President of the Beverly Hills Demo-
crats and he was truly an inspiration.

Hy is survived by his wife and two children,
daughter-in-law Jenifer, son-in-law Warren,
and grandchildren Meredith, Annabella, Kira,
Griffin and Amelia. He will be missed by all
who knew him.

| ask that my colleagues join me in cele-
brating the remarkable life and tremendous
contributions of Hy Ramm. Our community
owes Hy a debt of gratitude for his tremen-
dous accomplishments and philanthropic ef-
forts and he will not be forgotten.
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HONORING DR. ETHEL HALL DUR-
ING BLACK HISTORY MONTH 2014

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2014

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in honor of Black History month and
my commitment to honoring influential African
Americans that have impacted the state of
Alabama and this nation. Today, | have the
pleasure of sharing the inspiring story of Dr.
Ethel Harris Hall. Dr. Hall was the first African
American to serve on the Alabama State
Board of Education and she was also the first
African American Vice President of the Board
of Education. In Alabama, we remember this
exemplary educator for her role in breaking
barriers in education and for her lifelong com-
mitment to excellence.

Dr. Hall was born on February 23, 1928 in
Morgan County Alabama to Harry and Fannie
Mae Harris. The Harris’ sent their daughter to
Birmingham to ensure that she received a
quality education. She attended Ullman High
School, A.H. Parker High School, and Councill
Training School. She was valedictorian of her
class and went on to attend Alabama A&M
University where she graduated cum laude
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in 1948.
She also obtained masters degrees from the
University of Chicago and Atlanta University.
She continued her studies at the University of
Alabama where she obtained a doctorate in
social work in 1979.

Throughout her tenure, this stellar educator
taught in various schools systems throughout
the state of Alabama including Hale County
Schools, Birmingham City Schools, and Jeffer-
son County Schools. Dr. Hall also taught at
the collegiate level and was the first African
American faculty member at the University of
Montevallo. She later taught in the school of
social work at The University of Alabama
where she retired in 1999.

On January 19, 1987 Dr. Hall made history
when she became the first black elected to
serve on the Alabama State Board of Edu-
cation. During her 24 year tenure, she served
six terms and became vice chair in 1994. Dr.
Hall served on the State Board of Education
during many tumultuous battles over issues
such as funding levels for schools, teacher
testing, accountability standards for schools
and academic standards for students. In mak-
ing these tough decisions, she always re-
mained a woman of principle-putting Ala-
bama’s children first.

In 2010, shortly before her death, Dr. Hall
published her autobiography entitled “My Jour-
ney: A Memoir of the First African American to
preside over the Alabama Board of Edu-
cation.” Dr. Hall stated that she felt It was im-
portant to share her story to inspire others to
appreciate the opportunities they had been af-
forded. “I wrote the book because as | worked
on the state board | found so many young
people who took education for granted,” Hall
said. “They just assumed that everybody had
the opportunity to go to school where they
wanted to . . .” In telling her story, she hoped
to not only share her experiences as a trail-
blazer, but to tell others about how she saw
Alabama’s education system evolve through
the years.

While we honor Dr. Hall for breaking bar-
riers, we must also salute this extraordinary
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woman for her commitment to the students
that she served. She led with grace and im-
peccable character that was defined by her
passion for challenging students to be their
very best. As a role model, she inspired her
fellow educators to be servant leaders to their
students and to their community. This beloved
figure is also remembered for belief that all
children deserved a quality education.
Through her work she truly taught us to see
education as the great equalizer.

During Black History month, simply saying
thank you to Dr. Hall seems woefully inad-
equate but on behalf of a grateful nation we
salute this pioneer and acknowledge her role
not only in black history but American history.
Her story is a perfect illustration of passionate
leadership and selfless service to mankind. |
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring Dr.
Ethel Harris Hall, a phenomenal woman and a
great American.

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS M. HUNTER
HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2014

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to one of Appalachia’s
most dedicated allies, Thomas M. Hunter.
Tom will retire after 20 years of esteemed
service as Executive Director of the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission (ARC).

Over the years, Tom has made a tremen-
dous impact on eastern Kentucky’s commu-
nities and local economies. The ARC has con-
sistently worked to leverage their funding in
order to spur private-sector investment in com-
mercial and industrial development, as well as
provide for improved water, sewer, gas, fiber,
and road infrastructure projects where they
had previously been sorely needed. Many of
these investments have occurred in my Dis-
trict, where all 28 of the counties | represent
are recognized as a part of the ARC. Specifi-
cally, Tom has had oversight of the 3,080-mile
Appalachian Development Highway System;
noted to be the cornerstone of the ARC’s
transportation efforts. The ADHS is a system
of modern highways that connect with the
interstate highway system. The ADHS recently
achieved 85 percent completion, and has al-
ready proved to be a formidable economic
stimulator for a region where roadways have
traditionally been difficult to construct and
often fall into disrepair. In my district, these
vital corridors allow Kentuckians from even the
most remote areas a chance to reach inter-
states with ease; thus opening up entire com-
munities to travel and trade in a way that
would have been impossible just a few dec-
ades ago.

All told, Tom Hunter has his fingerprints on
hundreds of improvement projects in eastern
Kentucky alone. Over the last 20 years, he
has affected the lives of countless Kentuck-
ians by overseeing the installation and repair
of water lines, investments in small regional
businesses via grant initiatives, and edu-
cational programs such as the Appalachian
Higher Education Network—a group devel-
oped to work with high schools to increase the
number of college-ready students in Appa-
lachia. Tom has aided in tourism development
with projects such as the Kentucky Artisan
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Heritage Trails, and actively demonstrated his
interest in improving the health of Appalach-
ians with the creation of the Appalachian
Health Policy Advisory Council. Tom has done
so much for my district, and for Kentucky, that
it becomes difficult to fathom how he has likely
been an equally significant champion for the
other 12 states included in the Appalachian
Regional Commission’s territory. The ARC has
been an extraordinary federal agency due to
the constant commitment they have shown in
responding to the needs of people throughout
Appalachia. There is no doubt that Tom’s stra-
tegic leadership was a fundamental driver be-
hind the ARC’s steady success.

As he moves into retirement, Tom leaves
behind a legacy of forthright demeanor, an at-
tentive ear, and humility in service. His wis-
dom, care and passion for the region will be
sorely missed.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring a true hero of the Appalachian re-
gion, Thomas M. Hunter. | wish him all the
best in the years to come.

HONORING AUGUST “GUS” SCHAE-
FER ON A DISTINGUISHED 41-
YEAR CAREER WITH UNDER-
WRITERS LABORATORIES

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2014

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise today to honor August “Gus”
Schaefer for an extraordinary career—41
years of innovation and leadership in product
and public safety at Underwriters Laboratories
(UL) in the suburban Chicago district | rep-
resent. Under his watch, more than 25 billion
products worldwide have earned the UL stamp
of approval.

As UL’s Public Safety Officer, Mr. Schaefer
has pioneered and overseen countless major
safety initiatives. His work and leadership
have helped firefighters do their jobs better
and safer. His commitment has guaranteed
the safety of imports from around the world.
And his dedication has helped teach fire,
water, health, environmental, online and con-
sumer safety to untold thousands of children
each year.

Mr. Schaefer began his career with UL in
1973. Over the next 41 years, he built a rep-
utation for excellent work and leadership, as
well as for building partnerships and forging
friendships. Mr. Schaefer successfully built
teams and cultivated a team atmosphere.

His record, his experience and his work
ethic earned him roles as the Director of Asian
Operations and then U.S. and Canadian Oper-
ations before finally taking his position as Sen-
ior Vice President and Public Safety Officer.

Throughout his storied career, Mr. Schaefer
maintained his commitment to excellence and
team building. His accomplishments dem-
onstrate the grand vision and discipline nec-
essary to take ideas to action.

Mr. Schaefer's career has indeed been long
and distinguished. | have no doubt his pres-
ence, guidance, friendship, leadership and vi-
sion will be sorely missed at UL, but his leg-
acy and accomplishments will long be remem-
bered and have set the foundation for years
more success and safety.
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