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as the recipient of a donated instrument. To 
ensure his program was a success, Quinn re-
cruited a group of volunteers, arranged and 
advertised an instrument drive, and coordi-
nated necessary repair assistance with a local 
music store. There is no doubt Quinn’s self-
less efforts brought immeasurable joy and 
lasting benefits to the young people who ben-
efited from An Instrument in Every Hand. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud Mr. Wilson for his sincere 
dedication to positively impacting the lives of 
others in his community. Quinn’s commitment 
to a cause greater than himself is a testament 
to the high-quality character and unwavering 
work ethic instilled in Iowans both young and 
old. Our future is bright with young people like 
Quinn, and it is an honor to represent him and 
his family in the United States Congress. I in-
vite my colleagues in the House to join me in 
congratulating Quinn, thanking his supportive 
family, and thanking all of those involved in 
this wonderful project for their life-changing ef-
forts. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO THE HON. ELAINE 
O’BRIEN 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise with 
great solemnity to share with you the recent 
death of the Honorable Elaine O’Brien. Elaine 
O’Brien was a respected lawmaker and long- 
term resident of Suffield, Connecticut, where 
she served for the last 20 years as a commu-
nity volunteer and a member of local govern-
ment. 

Originally from Medford, Massachusetts, 
Elaine’s focus and tenacity saw her become 
the youngest female graduate from the Bev-
erly Airport flight school in 1972 before going 
on to be a pilot and instructor. 

Moving with her family of three sons to 
Suffield, Connecticut, Elaine became an active 
part of the town in posts including President of 
the Parent Teacher Association; a 13-year 
elected member of the School Committee; and 
President of the Suffield Rotary Club. Recog-
nized as a respected advocate for local 
issues, Elaine was elected to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission in 1991 followed by the 
Board of Education in 1993. Serving for 12 
years on the Board of Education, Elaine led 
infrastructure projects as chairman of the Fa-
cilities and Transportation Committee and 
played an important role in school program 
development as representative to the Capitol 
Region Education Council. 

Widely supported by her local constituents 
in Suffield, East Granby, and Windsor, Elaine 
was elected to the Connecticut General As-
sembly in 2010 as the Representative for the 
61st District. Elaine served on the House Ap-
propriations, Commerce, and Transportation 
Committees. Garnering bipartisan support to 
form a manufacturing caucus in the Com-
merce Committee, Elaine has been credited 
by her colleagues for her promotion of job 
growth in Connecticut manufacturing. Working 
tirelessly to improve local infrastructure, Elaine 
won key grants for projects such as the exten-
sion of utilities near Bradley International Air-
port in Suffield, and the construction of an 

education and conference center for the New 
England Air Museum. 

Re-elected to the District in 2012, Elaine 
continued as on as a passionate legislator for 
issues including worker safety, health care 
and gun control despite her diagnosis of can-
cer. Elaine also remained on as Suffield Town 
Clerk, a position she had held since 1998. 

On February 21, 2014, Elaine lost her cou-
rageous battle with brain cancer at the age of 
58, and will be sorely missed by her family 
and Connecticut community. Elaine is suc-
ceeded by her husband, three sons, and 
seven stepchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life and extraordinary serv-
ice of Elaine O’Brien, and offering our condo-
lences to the family and friends she leaves be-
hind. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHRIS TOMKY 

HON. CORY GARDNER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Chris Tomky, a farmer from Crowley 
County, Colorado who recently received the 
East Otero Conservation District 2013 Con-
servationist of the Year. 

Chris comes from a long line of outstanding 
farmers. His grandfather, father and other fam-
ily members are accomplished farmers. He 
grew up with farming in his blood, helping his 
family in any way he possibly could from a 
very young age. 

Today, he is focused on producing success-
ful yields while utilizing good farming practices 
that promote conservation. His efforts have 
ensured his operation will be as efficient and 
sustainable as possible for years to come. 

Chris’s hard work and dedication to con-
servation practices include installing water 
control structures, irrigation pipeline, grated 
pipe, concert ditches and land leveling on var-
ious sections of farm ground. His efforts have 
set a strong example for a new generation of 
farmers in Colorado. 

I am pleased to join the East Otero Con-
servation District in recognizing Chris Tomky 
as the 2013 Conservationist of the Year. 

f 

HONORING RYAN OWENS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Ryan Owens. 
Ryan is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 75, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Ryan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ryan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Ryan 
has become a Member of the Tribe of Mic-O– 
Say. Ryan has also contributed to his commu-

nity through his Eagle Scout project. Ryan 
worked with First United Methodist Church of 
Maryville, Missouri, to set up a perpetual com-
munity assistance program and completed 
multiple projects as models for the program. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ryan Owens for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF REGGIE MOORE 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the life and leg-
acy of Antioch’s first African-American city 
council member, Reggie Moore. 

Reggie’s tireless commitment to serving oth-
ers is an inspiration to me and the residents 
of my district. First elected to the Antioch City 
Council in 2006, Reggie quickly made his 
mark by championing causes that would ben-
efit the city and its residents. He also started 
Antioch’s annual Martin Luther King Day cele-
bration, which honors Dr. King’s work by pro-
moting volunteerism and by providing scholar-
ships for Antioch students. 

Reggie worked tirelessly to improve the 
lives of others, and he was a strong advocate 
for labor and workers’ rights. Under his leader-
ship as President of the American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Employees 
Local 444 from 2003 to 2007, Reggie fought 
to improve working conditions and benefits for 
the union’s employees. 

As Black History Month comes to a close, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the 
memory of Reggie Moore—a trailblazer who 
was deeply committed to the cause of improv-
ing the lives of his fellow citizens. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE BROTH-
ERHOOD OF CHEFS FOR THEIR 
COMMUNITY SERVICE TO THE 
WYOMING VALLEY CHILDREN’S 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Brotherhood of Chefs of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania, who volunteered 
their time and expertise to host the third an-
nual ‘‘Cooking for a Cause’’ event on February 
24, 2014. 

For the third year the Brotherhood of Chefs 
has donated their culinary skills to help a num-
ber of nonprofit agencies whose mission is to 
benefit children in need. Many of these organi-
zations rely on events, like ‘‘Cooking for 
Cause,’’ to support their daily programming 
costs and without their support might find the 
need to scale back basic services to children 
with special needs. An event like this offers an 
opportunity for the entire community to come 
together to celebrate and support many worthy 
childhood development agencies. ‘‘Cooking for 
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a Cause’’ under the able leadership of Tom 
Malloy, President, Nello Allegrucci, Vice Presi-
dent, Ed Ancas, Secretary and Carmen 
Allegrucci, Treasurer, along with an extremely 
talented team of 20 chefs has made significant 
contributions in its brief history. 

I join with other members of my local com-
munity in congratulating the Brotherhood of 
Chefs of Northeastern Pennsylvania for donat-
ing their time and unique talent to making our 
community a better place and for focusing 
their efforts on children in need in our commu-
nity. I believe this effort reveals the American 
spirit of generosity and selfless giving that is 
one of our greatest virtues. 

f 

CONGRATULATING FLACHTEMEIR 
MONUMENT COMPANY ON THEIR 
140TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Flachtemeier Monument Com-
pany in Freeport, Illinois, on the occasion of 
their 140th anniversary. 

Flachtemeier Monument was founded in 
1874 when Frederick Flachtemeier began his 
stone carving business in Freeport. Over the 
next 140 years, Flachtemeier Monument Com-
pany has supported grieving families and 
helped them memorialize their loved ones. Ric 
Knox, the current branch manager, loves that 
his job allows him to connect with the commu-
nity, explaining that ‘‘total strangers come into 
my life and invite me into their life.’’ 

In honor of its 140th anniversary, 
Flachtemeier Monument Company is 
partnering with the Freeport Chamber of Com-
merce for a community event later this year. 
Additionally, the company plans to donate a 
portion of its sales to United Way of Northwest 
Illinois whenever a customer mentions one of 
their affiliated charities. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to again congratulate 
Flachtemeier for reaching this impressive mile-
stone. Ric Knox says of the people he memo-
rializes that ‘‘their legacy lives on, if I do my 
job right.’’ Through Knox and his entire com-
pany, Frederick Flachtemeier’s legacy has 
lived on for 140 years and will hopefully con-
tinue to thrive and support our community for 
many more. 

f 

TREE ACT 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, today I 
introduced the Temporary Assistance for 
Emergency Eradication (TREE) Act to provide 
communities in my home state of Iowa, and 
across the nation, with assistance to deal with 
the emerald ash borer. The emerald ash 
borer, first found in Michigan by way of ship-
ping crates from China, is an invasive beetle 
that is thriving in America as it decimates our 
ash tree populations in more than twenty 
states. In my state alone, it will cost approxi-
mately $3 to remove these trees that now 
pose a public safety hazard. 

The intent of the funding in this legislation is 
to address the emerald ash borer problem. 
The TREE Act will provide critical assistance 
to communities by restoring funding to the US 
Department of Agriculture’s office of Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Services (APHIS) 
back to its previous level of $37 million to con-
tinue to ramp up their work to find a means to 
control and eradicate the emerald ash borer. 
Further, it will increase funding for grant pro-
grams that directly assist local and state gov-
ernments dealing with this issue as they co-
ordinate with their communities and private 
property owners impacted by the infestation of 
the emerald ash borer. 

To do so, the TREE Act would provide an 
additional $15 million to the Forest Health 
Management Cooperative Land program to be 
used to help communities address emerald 
ash borer infestations. As well, an additional 
$5 million would be provided to the Urban and 
Community Forestry program to increase 
grants available for combating the ash borer 
infestation, and ‘‘re-greening’’ efforts as com-
munities diversify their tree populations and 
replenish shade where ash trees have been 
lost. 

f 

REMEMBERING DOUG MOHNS 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, this month the 
city of Chicago lost a hockey legend, Doug 
Mohns. Doug was a member of the Chicago 
Blackhawks from 1964 to 1971, where he 
played left wing on one of the greatest lines in 
NHL history—the ‘‘Scooter Line’’—with Kenny 
Wharram and Stan Mikita. 

Doug was a stalwart player in the NHL at a 
time when there were only six franchises. Ri-
valries were intense, no one wore helmets and 
players were intimately acquainted with the 
strengths and weaknesses of every opponent 
they faced. 

Mohns earned the nickname ‘‘Dougie the 
Diesel’’ because his piston-like legs dug into 
the ice and propelled him like a locomotive. 
He enjoyed his best season with the 
Blackhawks in 1967, when he tallied 25 goals 
and 35 assists in just 61 games. His impact 
on the ice was instrumental to the 
Blackhawks’ first ever regular season title. 
Mohns went on to have four 20-goal seasons 
with the Blackhawks. 

Mohns’ durability and versatility as a skater 
contributed to his remarkable longevity. During 
a span of 22 seasons in the NHL, he played 
in 1,390 games and seven all-star games, 
while amassing 248 goals and 462 assists. 

I join the city of Chicago in remembering 
one of the greatest hockey players to ever 
step on the ice, Doug ‘‘Dougie the Diesel’’ 
Mohns. 

f 

RENEW THE WIND PRODUCTION 
TAX CREDIT 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a 
member of the House Sustainable Energy and 

Environment Coalition to call on Congress to 
renew the wind production tax credit. 

The wind production tax credit incentivizes 
clean, domestic energy generation, and has 
been critical to enhancing America’s renew-
able energy renaissance. Wind energy creates 
jobs, saves consumers money on their utility 
bills, and reduces carbon emissions. 

Wind energy, and the industry it supports, is 
important to Colorado. Wind power supplies 
over 800,000 Colorado homes and employs 
approximately 5,000 Coloradans. In addition, a 
thriving wind industry has brought over $4.2 
billion in capital investments and provided land 
owners and communities with millions in land 
lease payments. 

Most Americans support renewable energy. 
In fact, thirty states and the District of Colum-
bia already have renewable generation stand-
ards and seven states have voluntary goals. 
Colorado has capitalized on its tremendous 
wind potential by enacting one of the highest 
Renewable Portfolio Standards in the nation— 
30 percent renewable energy generation by 
2020. Colorado utilities are ahead of schedule 
in achieving this goal and in doing so they are 
discovering that wind energy makes economic 
sense for their ratepayers and their investors. 

Last year I introduced the Renewable Elec-
tricity Standard Act with Representatives BEN 
RAY LUJÁN and ANN KUSTER. This legislation 
would build on the success of state-based re-
newable energy standards by implementing a 
25 percent renewable energy goal by 2025. 
Providing tax credits for renewable energy de-
velopment is not just important for meeting 
these goals, but is also important to level the 
playing field with our energy industries that re-
ceive a myriad of tax credits and incentives. 

The wind production tax credit has fueled a 
thriving U.S. wind energy market. This tax in-
centive drives increased investments and stim-
ulates the economy. As a former entrepreneur, 
I know that uncertainty about the production 
tax credit will slow wind energy deployment, 
put good quality jobs at risk, and cause capital 
investments to dwindle. That is why we must 
renew a long-term wind production tax credit. 

The wind production tax credit is essential 
to American jobs, economic growth, and the 
success of the wind energy industry. We must 
renew the wind production tax credit. 

f 

HONORING ZANE ALEXANDER 
SMITH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Zane Alexander 
Smith. Zane is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 216, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Zane has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Zane has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Zane 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Zane repainted three 
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