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HONORING THE PORTOPERA ON
ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 10, 2014

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, it
gives me great pleasure to congratulate
PORTopera on its 20th anniversary season.

Since 1994, PORTopera has been the only
company in the State of Maine performing fully
staged operas with nationally and internation-
ally acclaimed artists. It has provided
unduplicated opportunities to enjoy creative,
inspiring opera that showcases excellence and
brings the brightest stars and musical profes-
sionals to Maine.

PORTopera has generated critical acclaim
from national publications, including its 2012
production of Madama Butterfly by Opera
News and 2001’s Le Nozze di Figaro by the
Boston Globe. PORTopera has also been in-
volved in educating upcoming generations
who dream of performing in the theater
through the opera-in-schools program with the
University of Southern Maine and the Young
Artists Program.

| am proud of PORTopera’s commitment to
developing and expanding the arts in Maine
on many levels. The company has enriched
Portland and the State of Maine culturally and
has maintained a reputation for creativity, so-
phistication, and artistic excellence for two
decades. Its work is critical to the quality of life
we enjoy in our State.

As Maine’s creative culture continues to de-
velop and receive national attention, | am
proud to recognize PORTopera for its leader-
ship and success.

Bravo!

——————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR.
TROY BOWLING

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 10, 2014

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize an outstanding individual, Mr. Troy
Bowling of Lexington, Kentucky. His military
service during World War Il and his continued
commitment to supporting our veterans and
the men and women in uniform is an inspira-
tion to us all.

At age 19, Mr. Bowling began his service as
a United States Marine and was a proud
member of the Easy Company, 2nd Battalion,
27th Marines, 5th Division. During the United
States’ campaign to end the war against
Japan, Mr. Bowling’s unit was among the first
to arrive on the beachheads of lwo Jima.
While attempting to secure Mt. Suribachi, his
unit came under intense and concentrated fire,
completely overwhelming his unit. Two projec-
tiles struck Mr. Bowling in the chest and leg,
leaving him critically wounded on the battle-
field. At that moment, Mr. Bowling said he
looked to the heavens and committed to serv-
ing mankind for the rest of his life if he sur-
vived.

Miraculously, a combat photographer and
medical team then carried Mr. Bowling to the
safety of a landing craft where he witnessed
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the planting of the American flag atop Mt.
Suribachi—an iconic image that persists as
one of the most legendary and triumphant mo-
ments of the war. The U.S. Marines eventually
took control of the island; however, this victory
came at a heavy cost as over 6,800 U.S.
servicemembers gave their lives during the
battle of lwo Jima.

In keeping faith with his commitment to God
made during that battle, Mr. Bowling has since
devoted over 73,000 hours of volunteer serv-
ice to others at the Lexington VA Medical
Center. For over 63 years, Mr. Bowling has
risen through the ranks within the Disabled
American Veterans (DAV) organization, hold-
ing nearly every position possible including
State Commander.

The Bible teaches in Proverbs 21:21 that,
“He who pursues righteousness and love finds
life, prosperity and honor.” Mr. Bowling has
brought great honor upon himself through his
dedication, determination, and love for serving
the people of our community. Without a doubt,
he has remained true to the commitment he
made on the rocky terrain of Iwo Jima.

Mr. Bowling embodies the best of America’s
ideals, values, and commitment to serving oth-
ers—never abandoning the Marine motto of
Semper Fidelis, “Always Faithful.” | would like
to thank Mr. Bowling for his many years of
service to our Nation and our community. He
is truly an outstanding American and an inspi-
ration to us all.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MATT SALMON

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 10, 2014

Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, due to a tech-
nical error on rollcall 38, my vote was inac-
curately recorded as “yea.” | have always
been a vocal and firm supporter of National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) waivers,
which save taxpayer dollars and decrease red
tape by allowing federal agencies to approve
the use of federal public land for recreational
fishing, hunting, and shooting without needless
process and paperwork that has no benefit to
wildlife or wildlife habitat.

| would like to state that my intended vote
was “nay” for rollcall 38—On Agreeing to
Amendment No. 6 by DEFAzIO of Oregon.

HONORING WILLIAM “BILL”
SINKIN
HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 10, 2014

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the late William “Bill” Sinkin, a
truly remarkable citizen of San Antonio.
Throughout his lifetime, Mr. Sinkin dedicated
himself to improving and serving the city of
San Antonio.

For almost 70 years, Mr. Sinkin dedicated
his life to civic accomplishments and advo-
cating for all citizens of San Antonio. He had
a true passion for people, diversity, and inno-
vation. Mr. Sinkin helped put San Antonio on
the map as a tourist destination with his lead-
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ership role in creating HemisFair, a celebration
of San Antonio’s 250th anniversary and the
first world fair to be held in Texas. Mr. Sinkin
had a first-hand role in the redevelopment of
HemisFair Park which eventually led to the In-
stitute of Texan cultures, the Convention Cen-
ter, and the River Walk.

Mr. Sinkin was a groundbreaking chairman
of the San Antonio Housing Authority where
he added 2,500 new housing units to the city,
promoted diversity and hired the organization’s
first female executive director. He co-founded
the Goodwill Industries of San Antonio in
1946, and provided employment opportunities
for those affected with mental and physical
disabilities and founded the Urban Coalition of
San Antonio to address issues affecting low
income communities.

Mr. Sinkin was a civic leader and active
voice for the community throughout his entire
life. As a banker, he advocated for racial
equality, minority hiring, and business devel-
opment by increasing minority representation
and small business lending. In the way he
lived his life, in the relationships he cultivated,
and in the community groups he belonged to
and nurtured, Mr. Sinkin fostered greater un-
derstanding between people from different cul-
tural, ethnic, and religious backgrounds. En-
during relationships were created in the Jew-
ish-Latino and Black-Jewish Dialogues which
he was instrumental in starting.

As a pioneer and avid supporter of alter-
native energy, Mr. Sinkin worked to raise
awareness about solar power. He founded
Solar San Antonio in 1999, which promotes
the use of solar electricity as a major source
of power and launched Metropolitan Partner-
ship for Energy which became Build San Anto-
nio Green. Mr. Sinkin’s efforts in alternative
energy led to San Antonio being designated
as a Solar America City.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have had the
opportunity to recognize the late Bill Sinkin.
His extensive record of service and achieve-
ment has truly impacted many lives and our
community.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF DAN
B. KIMBALL AS SUPER-
INTENDENT OF EVERGLADES
NATIONAL PARK

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 10, 2014

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
my distinct honor to rise today in order to cele-
brate the service and accomplishments of Mr.
Dan B. Kimball, Superintendent of Everglades
National Parks. After 10 years, Dan will be re-
tiring in March 2014.

During his tenure as superintendent, Dan
consistently demonstrated his expertise and
unwavering commitment to the preservation of
our national parks. Upon his arrival in 2004,
he was entrusted with managing the park’s in-
volvement in the restoration of the Everglades,
the largest ecosystem restoration project in
the world. He and his team faced complex
challenges with skill and resolve, making in-
valuable contributions to the ongoing defense
of the Everglades and to the balance of Flor-
ida’s ecosystem.

A 20-year veteran of the National Park
Service (NPS), Dan also served as the Chief
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of National Park Service Water Resources Di-
vision. He was instrumental in the successful
settlement of park water rights issues in the
western United States, and in the continued
protection of Yellowstone National Park. In ad-
dition, he has held positions at the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA), Office of
Surface Mining (OSM), as well as in various
environmental consulting firms. His accom-
plishments have earned him a number of
awards, including the U.S. Department of the
Interior's  (DOT) Superior Service Award
(1989), the Stephen Tyng Mather Award for
resource conservation given by the National
Parks Conservation Association (1995), and
the Pacific Northwest Regional Directors
Award for Professional Excellence in Natural
Resources (2002).

Mr. Speaker, | am so pleased that | had the
opportunity to work with Mr. Dan Kimball. |
want to offer my sincerest congratulations and
heartfelt gratitude to him for all that he has
done for the state of Florida and this nation.
| wish him the very best on his retirement, and
much success in his future pursuits.

CELEBRATING BERNITA PEEPLES
HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 10, 2014

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate Bernita Peeples, the newest hon-
oree of the Yellow Rose of Texas Award for
her tremendous legacy as a Texas woman of
outstanding volunteer and public service. A pil-
lar of the Belton, TX community, Bernita’s life
and career is a reflection of hard work, activ-
ism, and dedication to bringing news to central
Texas.

Lucky enough to know what she wanted her
life’s work to be since she was a young lady,
Bernita started her career as a reporter for
The Belton Journal during her senior year of
high school. In an age when the average
worker stays on the job for just over four
years, Bernita has been faithfully reporting to
her desk for 80 years! While chronicling sto-
ries big and small, as well as producing reg-
ular and popular columns, she’s seen The
Belton Journal’s circulation climb tenfold.

The unofficial historian of Belton, Bernita’s
truly seen it all. A career that began on a 1927
Royal typewriter witnessed the rise of personal
computers, the Internet, and social media to
transmit the news. While reporting on 13 pres-
idential administrations, WWII, and nearly a
century of American advancement and innova-
tion, she’s kept her ear to the ground in
Belton, never forgetting the community she
calls home.

Bernita took breaks from writing and even
retired once. But like all who have a calling,
she couldn’t stay away from her profession
and soon returned to journalism. She still has
a desk at The Belton Journal office where she
writes one feature per week. Even better, she
still has the typewriter with which she started
her career.

Bernita’s work doesn’t stop when the paper
has gone to the printers. She’s involved in
many organizations, including the Bell County
Historical Commission and 1874 Church Res-
toration, for which she posed on a motorcycle
for a 2010 calendar. She didn’'t miss a meet-

ing of the Belton Rotary Club for 19 years and
she was the first woman to receive the Belton
Area Chamber of Commerce Outstanding Cit-
izen award.

The people of Belton and central Texas are
lucky to have Bernita Peeples. She’s a local
treasure and a fitting recipient of the Yellow
Rose of Texas Award. | join all who celebrate
her enormous contributions to journalism and
her beloved community.

———

CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION
FOR 60TH ANNUAL TUCSON GEM
AND MINERAL SHOW

HON. RON BARBER

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 10, 2014

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 60th Annual Tucson Gem and
Mineral Show—the largest gem and mineral
exhibition in the United States and an event
that has set the standard for such shows
around the world.

The show, which will be held this year from
Feb. 13—16, has been hosted for the past six
decades by the Tucson Gem and Mineral So-
ciety Inc. The show began as a club show and
today is dedicated to presenting extraordinary
mineral, gem, fossil, lapidary and jewelry ex-
hibits that provide a rare window into private
and museum collections from around the
world.

The theme of this year's show is “60 years
of Diamonds, Gems, Silver and Gold” and will
feature a display of diamonds from the Smith-
sonian Institution.

As a result of interest generated by this
long-running show, dozens of satellite shows
have proliferated throughout the Tucson
area—bringing with them gems, minerals, fos-
sils, meteorites and other items from around
the world. This weeks-long collection of events
has become known as the Tucson Gem, Min-
eral and Fossil Showcase and attracts thou-
sands of participants, enthusiasts and buyers
from across the globe.

During the showcase, Tucsonans and visi-
tors find everything from rare diamonds to
boxes made of petrified wood. There are dino-
saur skeletons, loose stones, jewelry, African
art, beads, polished stones, minerals and gifts
of every description.

None of this would have happened without
the vision and the hard work by members and
volunteers of the Tucson Gem and Mineral
Society Inc., which remains dedicated to pro-
moting the study of earth sciences. | am proud
to recognize the organization and its members
including President Diane Braswell and Vice
President John Callahan. Its other officers are
Marilyn Reynolds, Ellen Alexander, Alrene
Hibben, Madison Barkley, Mark Marikos, Bob
O’Donnell, Mark Ascher and Robert and
Elaine Royer. The chairman of this year’s
show is Paul Harter.

| am proud to recognize the Tucson Gem
and Mineral Society Inc. on the occasion of its
60th Annual Tucson Gem and Mineral Show.
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IN MEMORY OF HOUSTON COUNTY
ICON GUY PORTER GILLETTE

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 10, 2014

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to remember Western Music Icon Guy
Porter Gillette who is being honored this
weekend in Houston County.

Guy left us on September 2nd, but his
memory is alive and well. Guy was the son of
famed photographer Guy and his wife Doris
Gillette. He and his brother, Pipp, co-owned
the Camp St. Café & Store where they en-
joyed entertaining southeast Texas.

The brothers were raised in Yonkers, New
York, but spent their summers at their grand-
parents’ Lovelady ranch. Back in their teens,
the brothers had a band called the Road-
runners. Their lead singer was a young
woman named Diane Keaton, who later be-
came a movie star. Guy met Diane while
studying at The Neighborhood Playhouse
School of Theatre in Manhattan, NY and the
brothers were known for playing coffee houses
in many states, but Texas kept a piece of their
hearts.

They inherited their grandparents’ Lovelady
ranch and shortly after Guy’s return to Texas
he met Cathi Stas from Wheeler. They mar-
ried and welcomed daughter, Dorcie in 1995.
After fixing up their family homestead, Camp
Street in Crockett was their next project. They
turned a pool hall and barbershop their grand-
father built into a new music venue where they
could entertain us with a unique mix of blues,
cowboy ballads and Celtic folk songs. One
never knew what was on the bill at Camp
Street. It could be comedy one minute and
vaudeville the next—and audiences loved it.

The awards stacked up for the Gillette
Brothers: the Western Heritage Award for Best
Traditional Western CD of 2010; two Cowboy
Culture Awards; the Wrangler Award for Best
Original Composition of 2012 for the song
“Tradeoff”; as well as awards for their chuck
wagon sourdough biscuits.

While cancer may have silenced Guy’s
tenor voice just two weeks after his father’s
passing, Cathi, Dorcie and Pipp have wonder-
ful memories of music, laughter, and love to
cherish.

Guy was a bright star that gave so much to
Houston County, Texas. He will be missed.
God bless Texas.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE WORK OF
DR. AMPARO VILLABLANCA AND
THE 20TH YEAR OF THE WOM-
EN’S CARDIOVASCULAR MEDI-
CINE PROGRAM

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 10, 2014

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the work of Dr. Amparo
Villablanca, Professor of Cardiovascular Medi-
cine at the University of California, Davis, and
to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Wom-
en’s Cardiovascular Medicine Program. | ask
my colleagues to join me in honoring Dr.
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