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CLAY HUNT SUICIDE PREVENTION
FOR AMERICAN VETERANS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, as our na-
tion continues to welcome home a new gen-
eration of veterans from the battlefield, it is
vital that we address the challenges faced by
these men and women. The effects of combat
are not always left behind for our soldiers, and
the transition into civilian life all too often is
not an easy one.

Right now, our nation is struggling to com-
bat the impact of PTSD on veterans, and sta-
tistics from the VA show that each day 22
American veterans take their own life. This
epidemic must be dealt with—the lives of
those who protected our freedoms are on the
line.

This week, the House passed legislation
named after Clay Hunt, a Marine veteran who,
after working as an activist drawing attention
to the struggles of returning veterans, took his
life at the age of just 28.

The Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for Amer-
ican Veterans Act will take meaningful steps to
ensure veterans like Clay have the resources
and treatment they need when they return
home. That means increasing access to,
boosting accountability for and removing the
stigma of potentially-life saving mental health
care.

| stand in support of this legislation with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle. | also
stand with veterans’ advocacy organizations
across America—including the Travis Manion
Foundation, based in my district—who work
daily to engage and empower veterans and
their families throughout their individual jour-
neys.

This week, the Travis Manion Foundation
will recognize veteran Jake Wood with the
group’s annual ‘If Not Me, The Who Award’ for
his work to support military veterans upon
their return home. This is not the first time the
Travis Manion Foundation has recognized
Jake—back in 2010, the group gave a fellow-
ship to ‘Mission Continues’ and ‘Team Rubi-
con’, organizations Jake was involved with
alongside Clay Hunt. Together, Jake and Clay
performed over 500 service hours in humani-
tarian support with other veterans.

It is fitting that we recognize Jake at this
time as we honor Clay with the passing of this
bill. The time is now for Senate and president
must act on the ‘Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention
for American Veterans Act’.

Twenty-two lives lost a day are too many.
One is too many. Let's work together—Con-
gress, advocacy groups, and veterans—to put
an end to the epidemic of veteran suicide.

———

INSULAR AREAS AND FREELY AS-
SOCIATED STATES ENERGY DE-
VELOPMENT

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, it's inex-
cusable that the least productive Congress in
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history has waited until the final hour to
produce an appropriations package this
flawed. The bill fails to take advantage of op-
portunities to save money, ranging from de-
fense to agricultural reforms, and has instead
chosen to make indefensible reductions
across critical programs.

In most areas, from health reform to edu-
cation, the resources committed are insuffi-
cient to keep up with inflation let alone tackle
the problems that confront America’s families.

| have deep concerns regarding a policy
rider snuck into the bill that would allow
wealthy campaign donors to contribute ten
times as much money as the current individual
caps allow, further flooding our political system
with dark money. Campaign finance provisions
are completely non-germane to this bill, and
the last thing America needs is to make it
easier to spend more money on campaigns.

Instead of making difficult choices about
how to fund the Department of Defense, and
our sprawling nuclear arsenal, we’ve chosen
an “all of the above” approach, providing the
Pentagon with everything it wants, and then
some. Managed to at once give it too much
for wrong things and refuse to begin reforms
the DOD knows it needs and wants to carry
out.

The bill commits the U.S. to rebuilding our
nuclear triad of ground-based missiles, bomb-
ers, and submarines, an effort that could cost
over $1 trillion dollars over the next 30 years
and ensure nuclear weapons remain a founda-
tion of U.S. defense planning.

Nothing epitomizes this self-destructive urge
than the dramatic cuts to the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS). The $10.9 billion in funding for
the IRS represents a cut of $350 million from
last year. Since fiscal year 2010, Congress
has cut IRS funding by almost $1.2 billion—10
percent—forcing the agency to slash its full-
time, permanent workforce by 13,000 employ-
ees. This occurred even as the country added
approximately 7 million new taxpayers. As a
result, the IRS’s current staffing level is 26
percent below the number of employees it had
18 years ago.

Among these cuts, the IRS has lost 5,000
enforcement personnel, such as revenue
agents and criminal investigators. This leaves
billions of dollars in tax revenue uncollected.
Every dollar that we invest in the IRS gen-
erates $7 in return. Compliance with our tax
code is largely voluntary and these cuts make
it much harder for taxpayers to navigate the
system. The IRS was already predicting that
only 53 percent of taxpayers who call for help
would get through to an IRS agent during the
2015 tax season. Even then, the caller would
have an average wait of 34 minutes—while
the other half would be left to fend for them-
selves. This is no way to run a government.

I've met with IRS employees reduced to
tears by their frustration being unable to help
taxpayers in a timely manner. If someone can
get through, they then get a taxpayer who is
frustrated, probably angry, as well as con-
fused.

The Homeland Security appropriations bill
was one of the most bipartisan this year. Hold-
ing up full-year funding for this agency, and in
turn national security, in an effort to undermine
the Administration’s executive order on immi-
gration reform is a reckless, maybe even dan-
gerous game.

The bill includes a number of problematic
environmental provisions.
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Moving away from the scientific consensus,
it continues to bar the Department of Energy
from enforcing important standards for light
bulb efficiency. It prohibits the EPA from regu-
lating lead ammunition. It prohibits the Fish
and Wildlife Service from issuing any Endan-
gered Species Act listing rules for sage grouse
species. It cuts important farm bill conserva-
tion programs. It also maintains ever lower
funding for the EPA, while environmental chal-
lenges mount. Since 2010, that agency’s
budget has been cut by more than $2 billion
dollars, or 21 percent.

The bill also includes a very problematic
rider that interferes with the direct will of the
voters in the District of Columbia. The lan-
guage is ambiguous, and | share the senti-
ments of Representatives NORTON and
SERRANO that this amendment should not be
interpreted as halting the DC measure entirely.
Regardless of the interpretation, it is very trou-
bling that Congress interferes with the DC
Council’s ability to govern to make the city
safer and reflect the wishes of its citizens.

America cannot afford to roll the dice on fi-
nancial reform. This bill rolls back Section 716
of Dodd-Frank, which attempts to deal with the
dangerous liability stemming from derivatives
trading in taxpayer-insured banks. America
cannot afford to risk another taxpayer bailout
for Wall Street, while we are still recovering
from the last meltdown.

These and many other provisions are deep-
ly concerning and more bad provisions will
emerge as people finally have time to read the
bill. Nonetheless, in more than 1,000 pages
and over a trillion dollars of spending, there
are some bright spots.

For more than a decade, I've worked to in-
crease access to clean drinking water and
sanitation for the world’s poorest populations.
The cornerstone of this effort has been
through the implementation of my legislation,
the Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act of
2005. This is funded in this bill at its highest
level ever. This demonstrates a significant
commitment from the U.S. to prioritize this
type of development assistance and is an ex-
ample of what is possible with bipartisan co-
operation.

| am pleased the bill makes it clear that
Congress believes the Department of Trans-
portation should develop separate perform-
ance measures for non-motorized traffic inju-
ries and fatalities. It's past time to put
bicyclists and pedestrians on equal footing
with motorists when it comes to distributing
safety money.

This bill also includes two amendments that
| cosponsored and worked closely on to create
a more rational drug policy. One amendment,
led by Mr. ROHRABACHER, would stop DOJ and
DEA from interfering with state medical mari-
juana laws. This represents a historic shift by
the federal government in marijuana policy.
This suggests that Congress may finally catch
up with how most Americans think and be-
have.

Another amendment, led by Mr. MASSIE,
would ensure that the DEA cannot intervene in
legal hemp research by universities and state
departments of agriculture. This is the final
step in a process that we began almost two
years ago, by first passing an amendment to
the farm bill allowing the research. This addi-
tional language should finally protect those
programs.

As the Co-Chair of the Congressional Ani-
mal Protection Caucus, | am pleased to see a
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few key provisions in this legislation that set
the stage for future productive efforts, such as
animal welfare enforcement funding and lan-
guage restricting funding for horse slaughter.
These and other positive provisions, how-
ever, in no way offset the harm caused by the
many destructive elements and the horrible
precedent set for future action. A Republican
House majority that campaigned on promises
to reform and respect the process has instead
abased it. A massive bill released too late to
read, let alone understand, makes a mockery
of their promises and | refuse to support it.
——

INSULAR AREAS AND FREELY AS-
SOCIATED STATES ENERGY DE-
VELOPMENT

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 83, Consolidated and Further
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015, and to
set forth my views on certain matters con-
cerning or relating to the jurisdiction of the
Committee on the Judiciary. While the bill
does fund many agencies and programs within
the Judiciary Committee’s jurisdiction at the
2014 enacted level or higher through Sep-
tember 2015, H.R. 83 funds the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) only through Feb-
ruary 27, 2015 because of the Republican
Leadership’s opposition to the President’s ac-
tions on immigration. By restricting funding to
DHS to a highly limited duration, this measure
is not only short-sighted and irresponsible, but
potentially harmful to all Americans.

H.R. 83, by providing short-term funding to
DHS, makes it nearly impossible for the agen-
cy to pursue long-term strategies to ensure
the safety and security of our Nation. The bill
jeopardizes many critical functions of DHS, in-
cluding developing technologies to prevent fu-
ture terrorism attacks and securing the Inter-
net to fight various cyber crimes such as iden-
tity theft and financial fraud. It also under-
mines the agency’s Disaster Relief Fund that
FEMA uses to fund response and recovery ef-
forts associated with major disasters. Other af-
fected DHS components include the Secret
Service, which protects the President and the
White House from attack, and the U.S. Coast
Guard, which provides essential operations,
training, and equipment to those who guard
our Nation’s waters.

Essentially, the Majority has bundled with
must-pass year-end appropriations legislation
a short-sighted measure intended to lash back
at the President’s humanitarian efforts to deal
with a major immigration crisis. As a result,
H.R. 83 now puts at risk the ability of the DHS
and its thousands of dedicated employees to
protect all Americans from terrorism, disaster,
and crime.

With respect to other agencies and pro-
grams that fall within the Judiciary Commit-
tee’s authorization jurisdiction, H.R. 83 appro-
priates funding in most instances above 2014
enacted levels. Nevertheless, | am dis-
appointed that the bill reduces funding for the
COPS Program—a very effective initiative to
reduce crime by putting more police on the
streets and promoting community policing—by
$6 million.
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The bill also extends the Internet Tax Free-
dom Act till October 1, 2015, which is a mora-
torium on state and local taxation of Internet
access and on multiple or discriminatory taxes
on electronic commerce, and which includes
grandfather protections.

In addition, the bill includes various riders,
some of which are harmful. Fortunately, the
final version of H.R. 83 does not include nu-
merous House-proposed riders that would
have impeded the Environmental Protection
Agency’s regulatory authority to ensure the

safety of our Nation’s air and water.

Further, H.R. 83 attempts to prevent the im-
plementation of an initiative legalizing rec-
reational use of marijuana in the District of Co-
lumbia by prohibiting the use of any funds to
“enact any law, rule, or regulation” for such
purpose. It is my understanding, however, that
as this initiative has already been enacted, no
further funds are needed for it to go into ef-
fect. Thus, the bill's restriction has no legal ef-
fect on the initiative.

The following summarizes the bill’s principal
provisions pertaining to the Judiciary Commit-
tee’s jurisdiction:

JUDICIARY

Funding: $6.7 billion for the Judiciary, which
is $182 million more than the 2014 enacted
level; the $182 million increase is $1 million
less than the Judiciary’s request.

Riders: 10 temporary district judgeships
were extended for 1 year; no funding for new
courthouse construction until the General
Services Administration completes a feasibility
study.

U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Funding: $3.5 billion for the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO), which is equal to
CBO’s projection of USPTO’s FY 2015 fee
revenue collections, and $434 million above
the 2014 enacted level.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Funding:

—$8.44 billion for the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, which is $93.3 million more than
the 2014 enacted level.

—$2.03 billion for the Drug Enforcement
Agency, which is $15.3 million more than the
2014 enacted level.

—$1.2 billion for the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives, which is $22
million more than the 2014 enacted level.

—$6.82 billion for the Bureau of Prisons,
Salaries and Expenses account, which is $46
million more than the 2014 enacted level.

—3$376 million for Byrne-JAG grants, which
is the same as the 2014 enacted level.

—$208 million for the COPS program, which
is $6 million less than the 2014 enacted level.

—38430 million for Violence Against Women
Prevention and Prosecution Programs, which
is $13 million above the 2014 enacted level.

—$125 million for the ongoing DNA Initiative
program which funds the testing of sexual as-
sault kits, which is the same as the FY 2014
enacted level and $25 million above the re-
quest. In addition, $41 million is included for
the new Community Sexual Assault Kit Back-
log Reduction program.

—$73 million for the National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check System (NICS), which
is $14.5 million more than the 2014 enacted
level and $18 million more than the request.

Riders:

—The agreement rejects House policy rid-
ers to: 1) block reporting requirements on mul-
tiple sales of rifles/shotguns to the same per-
son, and 2) make permanent two annual rid-
ers related to firearms.
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—The agreement rejects a House rider to
defund grants to state or local law enforce-
ment on the basis of local immigration policy.

—The agreement rejects a House rider pro-
hibiting the Department of Justice from enforc-
ing certain parts of the Fair Housing Act.

LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

Funding: $375 million, which is $10 million

above the enacted 2014 level.
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

Funding: $293 million, which is $5 million
below the 2014 enacted level but reflects one-
time moving expenses for 2014.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED STATES

Funding: $3.1 million, which is $.1 million
above the 2014 enacted level.

OTHER MATTERS

Abortion

—The agreement does not include a House
rider prohibiting funds to subsidize abortion
services in connection with a multi-state plan
offered under the Affordable Care Act ex-
changes negotiated by OPM.

SURVEILLANCE

—The agreement does not include signifi-
cant House-passed reforms on government
surveillance activities conducted by the Na-
tional Security Agency, but instead retains cur-
rent law.

HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY CONCERNS

—The agreement does not include a House
policy rider prohibiting EPA’s Clean Power
Plan Proposed Rule.

—The agreement does not include a House
policy rider prohibiting EPA’s rule clarifying
which waters are protected by the Clean
Water Act.

—The agreement does not include a House
policy rider prohibiting EPA from changing the
way discharge of fill material is regulated.

—The agreement includes a House policy
rider prohibiting regulation of lead in ammuni-
tion.

—The agreement includes a House policy
rider prohibiting the issuance of final and pro-
posed rules related to Sage Grouse under the
Endangered Species Act.

—The agreement does not include a House
policy rider prohibiting EPA from ensuring min-
ing companies are financially capable of
cleaning up pollution rather than taxpayers,
but includes report language on the matter.

—The agreement does not include a House
policy rider prohibiting EPA from enforcing a
rule on safe removal and renovation of lead
paint, but includes report language on the
matter.

—The agreement does not include a House
policy rider prohibiting funding for the develop-
ment or revisions of regulations regarding im-
ported ivory.

—————

THE FALSE ECONOMICS OF THE
CROMNIBUS BILL

HON. STEVE STOCKMAN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 12, 2014

Mr. STOCKMAN. Mr. Speaker, in the 11th
Century, King Canute proved his humility by
ordering the tides from not coming in, yet the
tides came in without respect to his royal maj-
esty. Last night | thought we were experi-
encing another King Canute moment. The
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