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funds for the procurement of weapons sys-
tems that contain rare earth materials, metals,
magnets, parts, or components that are pro-
duced in Cuba, North Korea, the People’s Re-
public of China, or Venezuela.

H. Amdt. 939. This amendment to H.R.
4870, the Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2015, sought to prohibit the use of
funds to destroy Department of Defense
equipment or ammunition in Afghanistan with-
out such equipment or ammunition first being
offered to independent states of the former
Soviet Union and major non-NATO allies that
are willing to pay for transportation of such
equipment or ammunition to such states or al-
lies.

H. Res. 635—Expressing the sense of the
House of Representatives that the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) must allow taxpayers
the same lame excuses for missing docu-
mentation that the IRS itself is currently prof-
fering.

H.R. 4883—National Rare-Earth Coopera-
tive Act of 2014. This bill sought to provide for
the establishment of a National Rare-Earth
Refinery Cooperative.

H. Res. 612—Expressing the sense of the
House of Representatives that the Govern-
ment of Mexico should forthwith repatriate Sgt.
Andrew Paul Tahmooressi from Mexican pris-
on(s) and expressing the sense of the House
of Representatives that the President of the
United States should take actions to impose
sanctions on Mexico until such time as Sgt.
Tahmooressi is released.

H.R. 4774—Veterans’ Health Accountability
Act. This bill sought to improve the quality of
care offered by the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration.

H. Res. 602—Recognizing the 96th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Democratic Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan.

H.R. 4651—To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 601
West Baker Road in Baytown, Texas as the
“Specialist Keith Erin Grace Jr. Memorial Post
Office”. This bill sought to name a post office
in Baytown, Texas in honor of Keith Erin
Grace Jr.

H.R. 4650—European Union Religious Free-
dom Act. This bill sought to recognize the pro-
hibition of homeschooling, religious methods
of meat production, circumcision, or wearing of
religious garb as being infringements on reli-
gious freedom.

H.R. 4602—Virtual Currency Tax Reform
Act. This bill sought to change the status of
virtual currencies from property to foreign cur-
rency.

H.R. 4581—Prohibiting Discrimination
Against Israel Act. This bill sought to prohibit
federal funds from going towards international
projects that discriminate against Judea and
Samaria.

H.R. 4520—Aircraft Positioning Moderniza-
tion Act. This bill sought to require passenger
aircraft to transmit GPS location data.

H.R. 4518—Parental Protection Act. This bill
sought to protect the constitutional rights of
parents and children.

H.R. 4380—Gun Confiscation and Registra-
tion Prevention Act. This bill sought to prohibit
gun confiscation and registration.

H.R. 4381—Biometric Information Privacy
Act. This bill sought to prohibit firms from sell-
ing personal biometric information to third par-
ties.

H.R. 4343—Write the Laws Act. This bill
sought to end the unconstitutional delegation
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of legislative power which was exclusively
vested in the Senate and House of Represent-
atives by article I, section 1 of the United
States Constitution, and to direct the Comp-
troller General of the United States to issue a
report to Congress detailing the extent of the
problem of unconstitutional delegation to the
end that such delegations can be phased out,
thereby restoring the constitutional principle of
separation of powers set forth in the first sec-
tions of the United States Constitution.

H.R. 3199—Safe Military Bases Act. This
bill sought to safeguard military and civilian
personnel on military bases by repealing bans
on military personnel carrying firearms, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 3156—Responsible Implementation of
Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2013. This bill
sought to reform the Biggert-Waters Flood In-
surance Reform Act of 2012 to responsibly
protect homeownership.

H. Res. 333—Expressing the firm conviction
of the House of Representatives that any con-
tinuing resolution or debt ceiling increase it
may approve for the duration of the 113th
Congress shall affirmatively include a provi-
sion specifically prohibiting the expenditure of
any federal funds in support of or in imple-
mentation or effectuation or enforcement of
any provision of the Affordable Care Act
(“ObamacCare”).

H. Amdt. 397. This amendment to H.R.
2397, the Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2014, sought to prohibit funds ap-
propriated or made available in this Act from
being used for United States military exercises
which include any participation by the People’s
Republic of China.

H.R. 2764—Sanctity of Life Act of 2013.
This bill sought to declare that human life shall
be deemed to exist from conception.

H. Res. 306—Providing for the consider-
ation of the resolution (H. Res. 36) estab-
lishing a select committee to investigate and
report on the attack on the United States con-
sulate in Benghazi, Libya.

H.R. 2625—Student Protection Act. This bill
sought to prohibit the use of appropriated
funds for any educational institution which
punishes a child for brandishing food which is
partially consumed in such a way that the
remnant resembles a gun; possessing a toy
gun two inches or less in length or made of
plastic snap together building blocks; using a
finger or hand to simulate a gun; vocalizing
imaginary firearms or munitions; wearing a T-
shirt that supports Second Amendment rights;
drawing a picture of, or possessing an image
of, a firearm; or using a writing utensil to simu-
late a firearm.

H.R. 2606—Stabilization and Reconstruction
Integration Act of 2013. This bill sought to es-
tablish the United States Office for Contin-
gency Operations.

H.R. 1815—Union Coercion Prevention Act.
This bill sought to protect workers from the
corrupt and coercive “Card Check” system of
organizing labor unions.

H.R. 1144—Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas Equal and Fair Opportunity Settlement
Act. This bill sought to restore an opportunity
for tribal economic development on terms that
are equal and fair.

H.R. 1143—Federal Correctional Workers
Safety Act of 2013. This bill sought to amend
the federal criminal code to require the Direc-
tor of the Bureau of Prisons to ensure that
each prison facility provides a secure firearms
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storage area for use by all employees who are
authorized to carry a firearm, or allow such
employees to store their firearm in a Bureau-
approved vehicle lockbox.

H.R. 577—Veterans Second Amendment
Protection Act. This bill sought to prohibit, in
any case arising out of the administration of
laws and benefits by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, considering any person who is
mentally incapacitated, deemed mentally in-
competent, or experiencing an extended loss
of consciousness from being considered adju-
dicated as a mental defective for purposes of
the right to receive or transport firearms with-
out the order or finding of a judicial authority
of competent jurisdiction that such person is a
danger to himself or herself or others.

H.R. 576—Save Endangered Species Act of
2013. This bill sought to require the Secretary
of the Interior to allow for the taking, export or
reimport, delivery, receipt, carrying, and trans-
port, shipment, or sale in interstate or foreign
commerce, in the course of a commercial ac-
tivity, of U.S. captive-bred live scimitar-horned
oryx, addax, or dama gazelle, including em-
bryos, gametes, and sport-hunted trophies, as
long as certain criteria are met, including that
the purpose of such activity is associated with
the management or transfer of live wildlife or
sport hunting in a manner that contributes to
increasing or sustaining captive numbers or to
potential reintroduction to range countries.

H.R. 575—Second Amendment Protection
Act of 2013. This bill sought to prohibit the
United States from providing any funding to
the United Nations (U.N.) for a fiscal year un-
less the President certifies to Congress that
the U.N. has not taken action to infringe on
the rights of individuals in the United States to
possess a firearm or ammunition, or abridge
any of the other constitutionally protected
rights of U.S. citizens.

H.R. 410—Restore the Constitution Act of
2013. This bill sought to provide that any ex-
ecutive action infringing on the Second
Amendment has no force or effect, and to pro-
hibit the use of funds for certain purposes.

H.R. 35—Safe Schools Act of 2013. This bill
sought to amend the federal criminal code to
repeal provisions making it unlawful to pos-
sess or discharge a firearm in a school zone.

H.R. 33—Audit The Fed Act of 2013. This
bill sought to repeal the authority of the Comp-
troller General (GAO) to carry out an onsite
examination of an open insured bank or bank
holding company only if the appropriate fed-
eral regulatory agency has consented in writ-
ing.

—————

RICHARD “DICK” KNOEBEL, 2014
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF AMUSEMENT PARKS AND AT-
TRACTIONS (IAAPA) HALL OF
FAME INDUCTEE

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
recognize Richard “Dick” Knoebel for his in-
duction into the International Association of
Amusement Parks and Attractions (IAAPA)
Hall of Fame, which honors legends and pio-
neers for their significant contributions to the
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growth and development of the attractions in-
dustry.

Mr. Knoebel's parents founded Knoebel's
Amusement Park in Elysburg, Pennsylvania in
1926, and as a result, he grew up surrounded
by the attractions industry. As an adult, Mr.
Knoebel pursued his passion for amusement
parks, becoming president of the Pennsylvania
Amusement Parks Association in 1971. In
1984, he was a key player in the development
and adoption of the Pennsylvania Ride Inspec-
tion Act.

Since 1988, Mr. Knoebel has served as the
president of the family business. In this role,
he has shown a strong dedication to pre-
serving and restoring vintage rides including
“The Phoenix” roller coaster from Texas and
“The Twister” from Colorado, both of which
currently operate at Knoebel's. He has also
constructed first-of-their-kind attractions such
as a flume ride with wood supports and the
“Flying Turns,” the only wooden bobsled-style
roller coaster in existence which was modeled
after a ride from the 1930s. Mr. Knoebel has
been an active IAAPA volunteer and has
made many significant contributions to the or-
ganization, including serving as a member of
the Board of Directions from 1999 to 2002.

Mr. Speaker, on the occasion of Dick
Knoebel’s induction into the IAAPA Hall of
Fame, | commend him and thank him for all of
his hard work and lasting contributions to the
attractions industry, and | wish him well in his
future endeavors.

————

SUPPORTING SECTION 206 OF H.R.
647, THE ABLE ACT

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | was pleased
to advocate for and support the recently
passed H.R. 647, the ABLE Act, for the impor-
tant benefits it offers to the disabled, and be-
cause of the additional clarity and equity it will
provide for employers dealing with the IRS.

Section 206 addresses an issue under cur-
rent law and the interpretation of the IRS for
employers that use the services of profes-
sional employer organizations (PEOs). For ex-
ample, any PEO that qualifies as a statutory
employer under the Internal Revenue Code is
eligible to claim the Tip Tax Credit, instead of
the restaurant for which the wait staff who di-
rectly perform the services and therefore
earned the qualification for it.

Under this system, some PEOs claim the
credit themselves as the statutory employer,
others administer the credit for the restaurants
which they serve, and some restaurants claim
the credit directly—only to be challenged in
IRS audits.

This provision of the ABLE Act provides im-
portant tax clarity for small businesses working
with PEOs. | am pleased to have been able to
help secure the passage of this legislation in
the House of Representatives, and | urge its
prompt consideration in the Senate.
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HONORING UNDER SHERIFF
DERRICK CUBIT

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable enforce-
ment officer and community servant, Under
Sheriff Derrick Cubit.

Derrick Cubit was born on a warm, sunny
day of September 1, 1970 in Jackson, MS. As
a youngster, he lived in Hazlehurst, Mis-
sissippi with his mother, Bobbie, his brother,
Travis, and his late grandmother, Sarah.

Derrick Cubit started school when he was
six-years-old. He went to kindergarten through
fifth grades at Hazlehurst Elementary, at-
tended Hazlehurst Middle School, and grad-
uated from Hazlehurst High School in 1988.
He continued his education by attending Hinds
Community College and Jackson State Univer-
sity where he majored in Criminal Justice.

“Life has been a means of friends and fam-
ily who you can trust and who trusts you.”
says Mr. Cubit. He is pretty happy with what
life brings and is accustomed to being around
primarily adults, those who he received wis-
dom from. He met lots of people who invested
and took time with him, and helped him to
excel at most of his many and various hob-
bies. He did well in school because of this and
fortunately, self-awareness was something
that was learned later on in his years.

Under Sheriff Cubit is a member of the Phi
Beta Fraternity and of the Golden Square
Lodge #88. There was always an interest in
being a public servant, and he finally got an
opportunity to work for the Copiah County
Sheriff Department in October of 1997. He
gives all thanks to the late Chief Deputy Joe
L. Young, who gave him the opportunity to be-
come a Deputy Sheriff with the Copiah County
Sheriff Department. The trend was set by just
meeting his potential, and taking on new chal-
lenges when someone brought it to his atten-
tion that he’d be perfect for the opportunity to
work through the ranks at the Sheriff Depart-
ment. He started out being a Deputy Sheriff,
later was promoted to Juvenile Officer, after
that he was promoted to Captain of Patrol,
and now he serves as the Under Sheriff for
the Copiah County Sheriff Department.

Under Sheriff Cubit always assumed he’'d
never get married because he was a hard
worker and thought that if he was tied down
by the constraints of a wife and kids his work
might hinder family growth. But then, he met
the beautiful Ms. Semekia Jones in 1994 and
they agreed to marry in 2001. He had one son
before this union and now his new family role
suits him as being a father and husband. He’s
driven to spur his son on to even greater ac-
complishments.

Despite a lifetime of challenges and accom-
plishments Under Sheriff Cubit has held on to
a quote by James Baldwin: “The world is be-
fore you, and you need not take it or leave it
as it was when you came in.” His goal is to
achieve what James Baldwin speaks about.
Although he would question, “How?” he be-
lieves that the moment his son entered this
world, he then knew that he had achieved it.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Under Sheriff Derrick Cubit for
his dedication to serving our great Country
and his community.
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DAVE CONNER TRIBUTE

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Assistant U.S. Attorney Dave
Conner, who recently passed away after a
long fight with cancer. Dave is survived by his
wife Teri, son Gavin, and daughter Ashton.

Dave Conner dedicated his life to public
service, serving for over thirty-two years in the
state and Federal courts. And throughout that
time, he served our state and country with
both honor and integrity.

Dave’s career as a public servant dates
back to 1982, when he graduated law school
and began working as a Deputy District Attor-
ney in Denver. After six years, he became an
Assistant U.S. Attorney. In 1996, he took a po-
sition as a public defender, and after four
years in that capacity, he returned to the U.S.
Attorney’s office.

| have had the honor of meeting Dave and
discussing possible ways we could curb the
trend of mass shooting incidents that our na-
tion, and Colorado, in particular, has experi-
enced in recent years. Dave was dedicated to
public safety and | found his insight and ad-
vice on gun violence to be very helpful as we
discussed this extremely important issue.

An active member of the Smoky Hill United
Methodist Church, Dave Connor was dedi-
cated to his family and community and his life
should serve as an example of the positive ef-
fect that dedicated public servants can have
on those around them. My heartfelt prayers go
out to his family, friends, and loved ones as
they grieve the loss of a dedicated public serv-
ant and a great man.

ABD AL-BASET AZZOUZ
HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
order to commend the recent intelligence part-
nership between the United States and the
country of Turkey that led to the apprehension
and eventual transfer into U.S. custody of a
senior Al Qaeda operative, Abd al-Baset
Azzouz.

The State Department of the United States
listed Azzouz as a “Specially Designated
Global Terrorist” pursuant to Executive Order
13224 on September 24, 2014. Additionally,
the State Department states that Azzouz “has
had a presence in Afghanistan, the United
Kingdom, and Libya. He was sent to Libya in
2011 by al-Qa’ida leader Ayman al-Zawahiri to
build a fighting force there, and mobilized ap-
proximately 200 fighters. He is considered a
key operative capable of training al-Qa’ida re-
cruits in a variety of skills, such as IED con-
struction.”

| am encouraged by this positive develop-
ment between Turkey and the United States
and hope that this event indicates a growing
partnership between our countries that will re-
sult in a common military strategy against hos-
tile elements in Iraq and Syria. While no inter-
national relationship is perfect, there is already
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