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for his dedicated work in expanding access to
health care and his innovative efforts to
strengthen public health for the people of llli-
nois and congratulating him on his nomination
for the Wave Maker Award.

——————

SUPPORTING AMERICA’S
CHARITIES ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 5806, a bill that seeks to extend
three tax provisions that | strongly support.

Despite my interest in seeing the tax provi-
sions before us extended permanently, | am
concerned that doing so in a package without
so many other important tax provisions might
jeopardize our ability to achieve comprehen-
sive reform of our tax code next Congress.
Across the district | represent, my constituents
support changing the tax code to make it fair
and simple. This will be a difficult process that
will require significant work and compromise.
Accordingly, | am opposing the bill before us
today, but | will seek a permanent extension of
these provisions through broader tax reform
next Congress.

| am committed to policies that support our
social safety net, particularly as our constitu-
ents continue to recover from the effects of
the economic downturn. But by passing indi-
vidual extensions, we are leaving important
provisions on the table that will benefit our
middle-class families. What they need is com-
prehensive tax reform that levels the playing
field and allows everyone to have a fair oppor-
tunity to succeed.

| urge my colleagues to oppose this bill.

—————

FAREWELL TO THE HONORABLE
ENI FALEOMAVAEGA

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to say a
fond farewell to our esteemed colleague, the
Honorable ENI FALEOMAVAEGA.

Since 1989, ENI has honorably represented
the people of American Samoa in this cham-
ber with a no-nonsense attitude and approach
to legislating.

He brought the issues that affect Asia and
the Pacific regions here to Congress.

He led the first delegation of Asian Amer-
ican members of Congress to Asia. There he
saw firsthand the devastating impact that the
Vietnam War’s unexploded ordnances had on
Southeast Asia, especially Laos where about
2.5 million tons of bombs were dropped be-
tween 1964 and 1973.

As the Chair of the Subcommittee on Asia
and the Pacific, this experience led him to
chair the first-ever hearing on UXOs.

As a Vietnam veteran himself, ENI takes
pride in being a strong voice for his fellow
Samoans who serve in our military.

This passion led his efforts to help establish
the first VA clinic in Samoa.
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American Samoa, the Asian Pacific Region,
Congress, and all of America have been well
served by Congressman ENI FALEOMAVAEGA.
Today, | say “thank you” for your work, and
your friendship. We will miss you. Tofa soifua.

—

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF CHARLES
HUTTON “BULL” RIGDON, JR.

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with profound sadness that | rise today to rec-
ognize the life and service of my friend, North-
west Florida’s beloved Charles Hutton “Bull”
Rigdon, Jr. Throughout his long and distin-
guished life, Bull was a devoted family man, a
patriotic veteran and civil servant, committed
civic leader, an exceptional elected official,
and a great friend. The entire Northwest Flor-
ida community mourns the passing of a truly
remarkable man.

Bull Rigdon was born in Portland, Florida on
September 29, 1929, and he spent the major-
ity of his childhood years growing up in beau-
tiful Northwest Florida. A true patriot, Bull
served with honor and distinction in the United
States Army, where he served in both World
War Il and the Korean War. After leaving the
Armed Forces, Bull continued his service to
our Nation as a civil engineer working at Eglin
Air Force Base, Florida. Thanks to his hard-
work and commitment to excellence, Bull's 43-
year career as a civil servant at Eglin Air
Force Base was marked with wide-spread
success and acclaim.

Both during and after his extremely suc-
cessful civil service career, Bull was also
deeply involved as a leader in Northwest Flor-
ida’s civic society. He was an active member
of First Presbyterian Church, where he served
as a church elder, as well as a Mason and
Shriner, serving as Past Potentate of Hadji
Temple and Master Mason of Alpha Lodge
#172. In these capacities, he helped touch the
lives of countless individuals in Northwest
Florida, and he served as a true example of
selfless community service.

Bull was also a dedicated local official, serv-
ing for decades in various electoral capacities.
In 1964, he won a seat on the Fort Walton
Beach City Council, where he served until
1981. During this stint on the City Council, Bull
also served numerous times as Mayor Pro-
Tem of Fort Walton Beach. Bull rejoined the
City Council briefly in 1985, when he was
asked to fill a temporary vacancy, before re-
turning to the City Council full time in 2010,
where he continued to serve the people of
Fort Walton Beach until his passing.

In addition to his exceptional service on the
City Council, Bull also served for three dec-
ades on the Okaloosa County Gas Board, rep-
resenting the people of Okaloosa County. He
played an integral role helping to attract busi-
nesses and promote economic development in
Northwest Florida, as evidenced by his elec-
tion to serve as the first Chairman of the West
Florida Regional Planning Council, as well as
his service on the Tourist Development Coun-
cil Board. On top of these impressive civic du-
ties, Bull also served as CEO of the Northwest
Florida Fair until his death. In recognition of
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his impressive leadership and dedication, the
Fort Walton Beach City Council voted in 2009
to name the fairgrounds in his honor.

To some, Bull Rigdon will be remembered
as a patriot, who answered the call to serve
this great Nation with honor and distinction,
first in the Armed Forces and then for more
than four decades of exceptional civil service
at Eglin Air Force Base. To others, he will be
remembered as a man of great faith, who took
on important positions at his church, and as a
long-time elected official who went above and
beyond the call of duty to serve the residents
of the community that he called home. To his
family and those of us who were fortunate
enough to get to know him, Bull will always be
remembered as a loving husband, father,
grandfather, and friend.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am proud to recognize the life and
legacy of Charles Hutton “Bull” Rigdon, Jr. My
wife, Vicki, and | extend our deepest prayers
and condolences to his wife Helen Hunt
Rigdon; children, Karen Rigdon Hughes and
Charles William Rigdon; grandchildren Charles
William Lamkin, Lauren Ashley Rigdon, Blake
William Rigdon and Montana Dodson; sister,
Ouida Rigdon Miller; stepson, Michael B.
Dodson; and the entire Rigdon family.

——————

RECOGNIZING ORLANDO REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER AIR CARE TEAM

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
an honor to recognize Orlando Regional Med-
ical Center's Air Care Team as they celebrate
30 years of critical-care service.

Since 1984, the helicopter transport team
has flown nearly two million rescue miles and
transported more than 29,000 patients to Or-
lando Regional Medical Center (ORMC) and
other Central Florida medical facilities. The
elite crew’s service area encompasses a 100-
mile radius that includes Orange, Lake, and
Polk counties. Highly trained and experienced
medical personnel, communications special-
ists, pilots and mechanics comprise the team
that provides emergency medical care on the
scene and in flight. The commitment and ex-
pertise that the team brings to Central Florida
truly saves lives, reaching patients within the
critical first hour of injury.

| thank the Air Care Team for their extraor-
dinary work in providing care for the people of
Central Florida.

HONORING MS. SARAH DEER
HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Sarah Deer to congratulate her on re-
ceiving the 2014 MacArthur Foundation Fel-
lowship. This grant is given to individuals who
show extraordinary dedication and originality
in their field, as well as exceptional promise
for continuing their work in the future. Ms.
Deer demonstrated these qualities through her
advocacy and knowledge of tribal and federal
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law to develop policies and legislation that em-
power tribal nations to protect Native Amer-
ican women from sexual and domestic vio-
lence.

Ms. Deer is a nationally recognized activist
and expert in the movement to end violence
against Native American women, a professor
of law, and co-director of the Indian Law Clinic
at William Mitchell College of Law. As a mem-
ber of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, she
works with grassroots and national organiza-
tions to protect Native American victims of vio-
lence.

Receiving the MacArthur Foundation Fellow-
ship is a testament to Ms. Deer’s outstanding
work. This includes membership on the Amer-
ican Bar Association (ABA) Commission on
Domestic Violence and the board of the Na-
tional Alliance to End Sexual Violence. In
2007, Ms. Deer led Amnesty International’s re-
port, Maze of Injustice, which cast domestic vi-
olence as an international human rights prob-
lem. Her efforts were instrumental in passing
the 2013 Violence Against Women Act, giving
tribal courts the power to prosecute non-Na-
tive Americans who assault Native American
spouses or dating partners, or violate a pro-
tection order on tribal lands.

Ms. Deer has exhibited exceptional devotion
to a worthy cause and continues to improve
countless lives. | appreciate all that she has
done to serve our nation, and | thank her for
her exemplary work. She deserves this honor.

HONORING MS. DOROTHY
JOHNSON-SPEIGHT

HON. CHAKA FATTAH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to one of Philadelphia’s greatest lu-
minaries, Ms. Dorothy Johnson-Speight,
Founder and Executive Director of Mothers In
Charge, Inc. She is a respected leader, solid
advocate and inspirational speaker against the
war to end senseless acts of violent crime.
Her work, though rooted in Philadelphia, has
led to national appearances and presentations
across the United States and abroad.

A licensed family therapist, Dorothy actively
engages in championing the rights of children
and families. She has a distinguished career
in victim advocacy. In 2001, her life was for-
ever changed following the tragic murder of
her son Khaaliq Jabbar Johnson over a park-
ing space dispute. That tragic incident left Mrs.
Johnson-Speight needing the support of oth-
ers. She reached out to other grieving mothers
and together they founded the non-profit orga-
nization Mothers In Charge, Inc., a grassroots
organization whose mission is violence pre-
vention through education. Mothers In Charge
engages in proactive intervention with chil-
dren, young adults, families and community
organizations.

The work of Mothers In Charge under the
direction of Mrs. Johnson-Speight has moti-
vated mothers from around the country who
have suffered the indescribable loss of a child.
Chapters of this extraordinary organization
have been founded in Wilmington, DE, San
Francisco, CA, Los Angeles, CA, Kansas City,
MO, Atlantic City, NJ, Brooklyn, NY and Har-
risburg, PA.
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The extraordinary work of Dorothy Johnson-
Speight and Mothers In Charge has been ap-
preciated and acknowledged by some of the
nation’s most influential publications and orga-
nizations. Dorothy has been the recipient of
numerous awards, including the Best Philadel-
phia Award from the Philadelphia Magazine;
the Philadelphia Eagles identified her as one
of the 75 Greatest Living Philadelphians; in
2012, the Philadelphia Tribune chose her as
one of Philadelphia’s Most Influential African
American Leaders, and the Philadelphia In-
quirer named her Citizen of the Year in 2013.
The recognition doesn’t stop there as Mothers
In Charge has also received numerous organi-
zational awards and recognitions. The organi-
zation was the focus of a special feature on
the OWN Network’s “Our America” with Lisa
Ling. Villanova University produced a docu-
mentary, No Greater Pain which journal’s
Dorothy’s unspeakable loss and her arduous
and unexpected journey to victim advocacy.

Organizational awards include the Federal
Bureau of Investigation’s Director of Commu-
nity Service Award, the Wells/Fargo/Wachovia
Community Service Award, and the School
District of Philadelphia Humanitarian Award.

| am pleased to lead the Congress in hon-
oring Dorothy Johnson-Speight—founder of
Mothers In Charge—for her unceasing efforts
and outstanding progress in victim advocacy.
Her legacy in Philadelphia and her mark on
the national stage for victim advocacy will
leave a legacy on generations to come.

—

HONORING PASTOR E.L. KING
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Pastor E.L. King, who
is a former Educator in the Greenwood Public
School District, Extraordinary and public serv-
ant.

Mrs. Ethel King was born in Leflore County
on June 8, 1959 to Robert and Ethel L. Law-
rence. At the age of thirteen, her mother died
and she was nurtured by her grandfather, Mr.
Willie James Lawrence, along with her seven
siblings.

Mrs. King attended Greenwood Public
School. She dropped out of school in the
twelfth grade in 1976 because she had her
first child. She was very independent and de-
termined to make an easier life for her child.
She immediately went to work at Rocky Manu-
factory at the age of eighteen. She remained
there 32 years. She left Rocky Manufactory
to work for Irvin Industry Automobile & Parts
for 32 years. After seven years of working in
a factory environment, she felt life had more to
offer her. She went on to take her GED and
attended Mississippi Valley State University in
1986. Before completing college in November,
1989, her daughter fell ill and later died with
Leukemia in December, 1990. While at the
University Hospital, she volunteered as a coor-
dinator to help parents cope with their chil-
dren’s illness. She later volunteered with a
candidate for a supervisor position in the 2nd
District in Greenwood.

Mrs. King was called into the Ministry in
1992. She completed her Bachelor of Science
Degree in Criminal Justice in 1993. After com-
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pleting her degree, her health failed. She con-
tinued to fight on in 1996. She went to work
as a volunteer permanent substitute teacher at
Dickerson Elementary School under the lead-
ership of Mrs. Vivian Redmond. Later she was
hired as a full-time substitute teacher. Mrs
King was very dedicated to educating children.

In 1998 she was hired at Bankston Elemen-
tary School as an assistant teacher until her
health failed again. She retired in 2006. After
retiring from the school system, Mrs. King
worked as a Notary Public of the State of Mis-
sissippi under Governor Haley Barbour. She
also volunteered with the Fannie Lou Hamer
Foundation in Leflore County. Later, she be-
came Pastor of Monument of Grace Church Il
in Lexington, MS for three years under the
leadership of Bishop L.J. Johnson.

Pastor Ethel L. King has made an impact on
the lives of many children and adults alike, en-
couraging them through the scripture, “. . .
but seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness; and all things shall be added
unto you.”

Pastor Ethel L. King is married to Edward E.
King and they are the proud parents of two
beautiful daughters and eight precious grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Pastor Ethel L. King, a Former
Educator, a Pastor who is yet inspiring others
and often giving of herself to make many lives
better.

——————

SUPPORTING AMERICA’S
CHARITIES ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, it is with
some degree of frustration that | voted no on
H.R. 5806. | strongly support some of the indi-
vidual provisions; indeed, | am the leading
Democratic cosponsor of the provisions relat-
ing to charitable contributions from individual
retirement accounts.

| have been a leading supporter of land
trusts, working closely with them to fix chal-
lenges raised by application of the estate tax
for instance, and broadly supporting their work
across the country to protect and preserve our
nation’s heritage and open spaces. | have
worked hard to improve resources for Or-
egon’s food banks and to end hunger both at
home and abroad.

Today, we are abandoning any semblance
that this Congress is going to work on major
accomplishments before we adjourn.

With this and similar tax extender votes,
Congress appears to have given up on deficit
reduction, despite my colleagues otherwise
voracious appetite for it—an appetite that led
to House Republicans attempting to cut nutri-
tion assistance to poor Americans by $39 bil-
lion last year. Section five of this bill, in fact,
specifically strikes the Republican’s own PAY-
GO rules. Budget-busting proposals are roar-
ing through here with no semblance of hon-
oring the Republicans’ own budget rules or
their budget resolution.

With this and similar tax extender votes,
Congress appears also to have given up on
tax reform because we are not going to be
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