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tough negotiations, he helped me lead the
Quality Care Coalition and was successful in
getting the Value Modifier for Physician pay-
ments included in health care reform. That
provision incorporated quality and cost metrics
as a factor in physician reimbursements for
the first time. Additionally, he helped me suc-
cessfully advocate for the small business ex-
changes and small business tax credits in the
ACA, which were modeled after legislation that
he had worked on.

Apart from his successes during health care
reform, Travis was integral on the staff level in
negotiating the successful adoption of the
SMART Act Secondary Payer Reform into law.
Being in the Minority can make legislative suc-
cesses fleeting, but Travis had the talent to
work with the Majority to get meaningful things
done in one of the most dysfunctional con-
gresses of all time.

As my Legislative Director, Travis effectively
cultivated junior staff into successful Legisla-
tive Assistants who continue to be an asset to
my team. Over the past year, Travis has
served as my Chief of Staff in Washington,
D.C. Under his tenure, my office was legisla-
tively successful, despite being in the Minority
in a very polarized Congress. | am proud that
he has helped my staff to remain legislatively
productive despite great challenges.

Next year, Travis will join the staff of the
American Hospital Association, where he will
continue to work on important health policy
challenges. While | am sorry to see him leave
my staff after almost 6 years, | wish him the
best of luck in his new role. Travis embodies
the term public service and has worked tire-
lessly to make our nation a better place, which
has not been easy given the current toxic en-
vironment. It is unfortunate that we are losing
such a competent and dedicated public serv-
ant.

Mr. Speaker, on my behalf, thank you to
Travis for his service and dedication to not
only the constituents of the Third District of
Wisconsin, but to all Americans.

———

GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY ACT OF
2014

SPEECH OF

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to join my colleagues in strong support of H.R.
5656, the Feed the Future Global Food Secu-
rity Act of 2014, on the eve of passage of the
Fiscal Year 2015 Omnibus that provides just
over $1 billion to the Feed the Future Pro-
gram. The passage of this bill would authorize
this USAID program for one year at just under
Fiscal Year 2014 level, bringing stability to this
successful program while giving Congress fu-

ture oversight.
Feed the Future through its whole-of-gov-

ernment approach has been successful in pro-
moting both agricultural-based and market-
based development and in improving the nutri-
tion of women and children. This creates
healthy populations and gives livelihoods to
these families, both of which grow these de-
velopin? economies.

The focus on food security and agriculture
development of Feed the Future started during
the Bush Administration and has continued

through today.
But, Mr. Speaker, today more than 800 mil-
lion people around the world still suffer from
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chronic hunger. Many of the world’s poor live
in rural areas and rely on agriculture for a liv-
ing, and growth in the agriculture sector is one
of the best ways to spur the kind of economic
growth that reduces poverty.

In 2013 alone, Feed the Future reached
more than 12.5 million children with nutrition
interventions to help ensure a stronger and
more successful future. It has helped nearly 7
million farmers and food producers use new
technologies and management practices. And
it has leveraged more than $10 billion through
complementary efforts in private sector com-
mitments in African agriculture—the majority
from African businesses.

With broad support from U.S. universities,
NGOs, faith-based organizations, the private
sector, and beneficiaries, Feed the Future au-
thorization offers an opportunity for Congress
to put its stamp on this program and ensure
that we have the appropriate oversight meas-
ures in place.

Passage of this legislation will demonstrate
that we are serious about finding common-
sense solutions to one of the world’s greatest
challenges—hunger—creating economic sta-
bility overseas that will benefit the American
people as well.

Mr. Speaker, | urge the passage of H.R.
5656, the Feed the Future Global Food Secu-
rity Act of 2014.

——————

ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR
ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH

HON. TONY CARDENAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to speak in support for increased funding for
Alzheimer’s research.

There is no other way to put it: Alzheimer’s
is a terrible disease. It destroys your memory
and thinking skills, and eventually even the
ability to carry out the simplest of tasks.

In the United States, more than 5 million
Americans currently have Alzheimer’s, and
about half of those with the disease do not
know they have it. In fact, every 67 seconds,
someone in this country develops Alz-
heimer's—a staggering statistic, no doubt—but
by 2050, it will be every 33 seconds. To make
matters worse, Alzheimer’s is the only cause
of death in the top 10 in America without a
way to prevent, treat, or slow the progression
of the disease. In other words, there is no
cure.

It should not be a surprise that Alzheimer’s
is the most expensive disease in America. In
2014, caring for people with the disease and
other dementias will cost the United States an
estimated $214 billion. Medicare and Medicaid
spending will shoulder the majority of the care
cost, an estimated $150 billion this year alone.
This means that roughly 1 in 5 Medicare dol-
lars are spent on someone with Alzheimer’s.
And unless something is done, the costs of
Alzheimer’s to Americans will total $1.2 trillion,
in today’s dollars, including an over 500% in-
crease in Medicare and Medicaid spending on
Alzheimer’s.

Congress has already taken action to ad-
dress this very serious issue. Specifically,
Congress unanimously passed the National
Alzheimer’'s Project Act (NAPA) in 2010, call-
ing for the creation of a National Alzheimer’s
Plan. That plan has resulted in some notable
accomplishments, including the NIH creating a
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blueprint for Alzheimer's research. However,
for the progress this disease requires, sci-
entists need additional funds to carry out the
blueprint.

While Congress provided a much needed
addition of $100 million in Alzheimer's re-
search, a chronic underinvestment in Alz-
heimer's research persists. Congress must
continue its commitment to the fight against
Alzheimer's by increasing funding for Alz-
heimer’s research in Fiscal Year 2015 by $200
million.

Democrats and Republicans alike should be
united in tackling Alzheimer’s. After all, it is a
disease that affects individuals regardless of
party preference, a disease that affects our
very own constituents and loved ones, and a
disease that we, as elected officials, have a
responsibility to do something about.

——————

HONORING DR. MICHAEL WAHL,
MD

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dr. Michael Wahl, who | am pleased to
nominate for the Wave Maker Award for the
5th Annual Unsung Heroes of Public Health
Campaign. This award recognizes individuals
for their work on a major regional or national
program that has had a significant positive im-
pact on an important public health issue.

Dr. Wahl has devoted his life to improving
public health and safety in lllinois. Since 1998,
he has served as the Medical Director for the
lllinois Poison Cente—the oldest poison center
in the United States. During his tenure, Dr.
Wahl initiated the Poison Center Hotline,
which currently treats over 90% of incoming
accidental poisoning calls at home without a
trip to a medical facility. The Hotline saves the
State of lllinois $52 million in unnecessary
health care costs each year and has pre-
vented thousands of severe medical emer-
gencies. Building on this successful model, Dr.
Wahl has set up similar state hotlines for
H1N1, Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS), and currently Ebola, which provide
the general public and health care providers
with vital information during infectious disease
outbreaks.

Dr. Wahl and the lllinois Poison Center have
also done important work in conjunction with
the Office of the lllinois Attorney General and
law enforcement to observe trends in synthetic
drug use and provide local officials with data
and surveillance on these chemicals. Because
of these initiatives, synthetic drug use in llli-
nois has not reached the high prevalence ex-
perienced by other states. Finally, Dr. Wahl
lends his time and experience to the lllinois
Department of Public Health Work Group to
reduce the alarming rate of heroin use by pre-
scription drug abusers. In these many chal-
lenging endeavors, Dr. Wahl brings an unpar-
alleled passion for service and a commitment
to improve lives throughout the State of Illi-
nois.

Mr. Speaker and Distinguished Colleagues,
please join me in honoring Dr. Michael Wahl
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for his dedicated work in expanding access to
health care and his innovative efforts to
strengthen public health for the people of llli-
nois and congratulating him on his nomination
for the Wave Maker Award.

——————

SUPPORTING AMERICA’S
CHARITIES ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 5806, a bill that seeks to extend
three tax provisions that | strongly support.

Despite my interest in seeing the tax provi-
sions before us extended permanently, | am
concerned that doing so in a package without
so many other important tax provisions might
jeopardize our ability to achieve comprehen-
sive reform of our tax code next Congress.
Across the district | represent, my constituents
support changing the tax code to make it fair
and simple. This will be a difficult process that
will require significant work and compromise.
Accordingly, | am opposing the bill before us
today, but | will seek a permanent extension of
these provisions through broader tax reform
next Congress.

| am committed to policies that support our
social safety net, particularly as our constitu-
ents continue to recover from the effects of
the economic downturn. But by passing indi-
vidual extensions, we are leaving important
provisions on the table that will benefit our
middle-class families. What they need is com-
prehensive tax reform that levels the playing
field and allows everyone to have a fair oppor-
tunity to succeed.

| urge my colleagues to oppose this bill.

—————

FAREWELL TO THE HONORABLE
ENI FALEOMAVAEGA

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to say a
fond farewell to our esteemed colleague, the
Honorable ENI FALEOMAVAEGA.

Since 1989, ENI has honorably represented
the people of American Samoa in this cham-
ber with a no-nonsense attitude and approach
to legislating.

He brought the issues that affect Asia and
the Pacific regions here to Congress.

He led the first delegation of Asian Amer-
ican members of Congress to Asia. There he
saw firsthand the devastating impact that the
Vietnam War’s unexploded ordnances had on
Southeast Asia, especially Laos where about
2.5 million tons of bombs were dropped be-
tween 1964 and 1973.

As the Chair of the Subcommittee on Asia
and the Pacific, this experience led him to
chair the first-ever hearing on UXOs.

As a Vietnam veteran himself, ENI takes
pride in being a strong voice for his fellow
Samoans who serve in our military.

This passion led his efforts to help establish
the first VA clinic in Samoa.
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American Samoa, the Asian Pacific Region,
Congress, and all of America have been well
served by Congressman ENI FALEOMAVAEGA.
Today, | say “thank you” for your work, and
your friendship. We will miss you. Tofa soifua.

—

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF CHARLES
HUTTON “BULL” RIGDON, JR.

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with profound sadness that | rise today to rec-
ognize the life and service of my friend, North-
west Florida’s beloved Charles Hutton “Bull”
Rigdon, Jr. Throughout his long and distin-
guished life, Bull was a devoted family man, a
patriotic veteran and civil servant, committed
civic leader, an exceptional elected official,
and a great friend. The entire Northwest Flor-
ida community mourns the passing of a truly
remarkable man.

Bull Rigdon was born in Portland, Florida on
September 29, 1929, and he spent the major-
ity of his childhood years growing up in beau-
tiful Northwest Florida. A true patriot, Bull
served with honor and distinction in the United
States Army, where he served in both World
War Il and the Korean War. After leaving the
Armed Forces, Bull continued his service to
our Nation as a civil engineer working at Eglin
Air Force Base, Florida. Thanks to his hard-
work and commitment to excellence, Bull's 43-
year career as a civil servant at Eglin Air
Force Base was marked with wide-spread
success and acclaim.

Both during and after his extremely suc-
cessful civil service career, Bull was also
deeply involved as a leader in Northwest Flor-
ida’s civic society. He was an active member
of First Presbyterian Church, where he served
as a church elder, as well as a Mason and
Shriner, serving as Past Potentate of Hadji
Temple and Master Mason of Alpha Lodge
#172. In these capacities, he helped touch the
lives of countless individuals in Northwest
Florida, and he served as a true example of
selfless community service.

Bull was also a dedicated local official, serv-
ing for decades in various electoral capacities.
In 1964, he won a seat on the Fort Walton
Beach City Council, where he served until
1981. During this stint on the City Council, Bull
also served numerous times as Mayor Pro-
Tem of Fort Walton Beach. Bull rejoined the
City Council briefly in 1985, when he was
asked to fill a temporary vacancy, before re-
turning to the City Council full time in 2010,
where he continued to serve the people of
Fort Walton Beach until his passing.

In addition to his exceptional service on the
City Council, Bull also served for three dec-
ades on the Okaloosa County Gas Board, rep-
resenting the people of Okaloosa County. He
played an integral role helping to attract busi-
nesses and promote economic development in
Northwest Florida, as evidenced by his elec-
tion to serve as the first Chairman of the West
Florida Regional Planning Council, as well as
his service on the Tourist Development Coun-
cil Board. On top of these impressive civic du-
ties, Bull also served as CEO of the Northwest
Florida Fair until his death. In recognition of
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his impressive leadership and dedication, the
Fort Walton Beach City Council voted in 2009
to name the fairgrounds in his honor.

To some, Bull Rigdon will be remembered
as a patriot, who answered the call to serve
this great Nation with honor and distinction,
first in the Armed Forces and then for more
than four decades of exceptional civil service
at Eglin Air Force Base. To others, he will be
remembered as a man of great faith, who took
on important positions at his church, and as a
long-time elected official who went above and
beyond the call of duty to serve the residents
of the community that he called home. To his
family and those of us who were fortunate
enough to get to know him, Bull will always be
remembered as a loving husband, father,
grandfather, and friend.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am proud to recognize the life and
legacy of Charles Hutton “Bull” Rigdon, Jr. My
wife, Vicki, and | extend our deepest prayers
and condolences to his wife Helen Hunt
Rigdon; children, Karen Rigdon Hughes and
Charles William Rigdon; grandchildren Charles
William Lamkin, Lauren Ashley Rigdon, Blake
William Rigdon and Montana Dodson; sister,
Ouida Rigdon Miller; stepson, Michael B.
Dodson; and the entire Rigdon family.

—

RECOGNIZING ORLANDO REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER AIR CARE TEAM

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
an honor to recognize Orlando Regional Med-
ical Center's Air Care Team as they celebrate
30 years of critical-care service.

Since 1984, the helicopter transport team
has flown nearly two million rescue miles and
transported more than 29,000 patients to Or-
lando Regional Medical Center (ORMC) and
other Central Florida medical facilities. The
elite crew’s service area encompasses a 100-
mile radius that includes Orange, Lake, and
Polk counties. Highly trained and experienced
medical personnel, communications special-
ists, pilots and mechanics comprise the team
that provides emergency medical care on the
scene and in flight. The commitment and ex-
pertise that the team brings to Central Florida
truly saves lives, reaching patients within the
critical first hour of injury.

| thank the Air Care Team for their extraor-
dinary work in providing care for the people of
Central Florida.

HONORING MS. SARAH DEER
HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Sarah Deer to congratulate her on re-
ceiving the 2014 MacArthur Foundation Fel-
lowship. This grant is given to individuals who
show extraordinary dedication and originality
in their field, as well as exceptional promise
for continuing their work in the future. Ms.
Deer demonstrated these qualities through her
advocacy and knowledge of tribal and federal
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