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HONORING MOUNT ZION
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Mount Zion Mis-
sionary Baptist Church Canton, Mississippi.

The population of Madison County, Mis-
sissippi has been predominantly African-Amer-
ican since 1840. Prior to 1865, some mem-
bers of the African-American population, most
of whom had arrived in the county as slaves,
were permitted to attend worship services, to
be baptized and to be married in the area
churches. They were also allowed to join es-
tablished white congregations.

Early county records indicate that slaves
were a part of the church communities. The
Old Madison Presbyterian Church, the First
Presbyterian, and the First Baptist listed a
total membership of one hundred and thirty-
four. One hundred were slaves and the other
thirty-four were whites.

After the Civil War and freedom, African-
Americans naturally desired to establish their
own houses of worship. In 1865, the newly
freed members of the congregation of First
Baptist, with encouragement and financial as-
sistance from their white counterparts, orga-
nized Mount Zion Baptist Church. Rev. T. J.
Drane, pastor of the white church, served as
minister receiving for his services a monthly
salary of one dollar.

In 1870, Drane and R. B. Johnson donated
two acres of land on the northern boundary of
the plantation to Mount Zion. The first church
was erected on Freedman Hill, located at the
corner of North Railroad and Bowman Streets,
according to the 1898 George and Dunlap
map of Canton. Rev. Drane called for a meet-
ing with council along with Mr. Will Powell
from the white Baptist Church to help establish
the church.

In addition to serving as pastor, Rev. Drane
ran a day school and was assisted by Lillian
Highgate, a white female. Rev. Drane received
an additional $1.50 a month for his services.
He also organized and maintained the first
Sunday school class. All other organizations
came into existence after Rev. Drane’s res-
ignation. Rev. Jordan Williams replaced him.

Newspapers frequently carried announce-
ments concerning Mount Zion’s activities. For
example, “Several converts at the Colored
Baptist Church were baptized at the railroad
culvert,” or “Rev. Williams, pastor of the Col-
ored Baptist Church, immersed ten converts
last Sunday night”. The second church site
was across the street where the TWL parking
lot is now located.

The third and fourth pastors were Rev-
erends Mass and Davis. The fifth pastor, Rev.
R.T. Sims, served for eighteen years and Rev.
W. L. Varnado for seven. The seventh through
the tenth pastors were as follows: Rev. Brad-
ley, Rev. Morris, Rev. Drew, and Rev. A. D.
Purnell.

By the 1920’s, the congregation had out-
grown the church and Rev. Purnell, along with
members, began raising money for a larger
building. The new lot for our present church
was purchased from Jack Warren. Rev.
Purnell asked Mr. S. M. Reddrick, Vice Presi-
dent of Madison County Bank, to serve as
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custodian over the church’s building funds. He
also asked if he would direct the building of
the church and issue bonds to underwrite con-
struction costs.

The bank issue $14,000 in bonds. Raymond
H. Spencer was the architect of the neoclas-
sical brick structure. He also designed the
First Methodist Church of which Reddrick was
a member. The building was erected in 1929
at the cost of $35,000. The congregation
moved into the new structure February 1930.

Rev. P. F. Parker, the eleventh pastor, with
the help of God and members, burned the
mortgage. Under his leadership the church
grew. For example, the following organizations
played an active role in missionary work: Sen-
ior Missionary Society, Junior Matrons, Young
Woman'’s Auxiliary, Red Circle/Sunshine Band,
Sunday school, Baptist Training Union, Senior
Choir, Gospel Chorus, Junior/Beginner's
Choir, New Membership Club, Pastor's Aide,
Boys’ Bible Club and Usher Board. Rev.
Parker served until his death in 1970.

Mount Zion continued to serve the African-
American community religiously and socially.
During the summer of 1964, Mount Zion was
the location of a pivotal moment in our state’s
civil rights struggle. In her autobiography,
Coming of Age in Mississippi, Ann Moody
notes that Mount Zion was the biggest Negro
church in Canton and the center of the local
marches.

On Friday, May 29, 1964, on the church
lawn, six hundred community and church
members witnessed the near death beating of
McKinley Hamilton, a young African-American
man. As a result, eighty church members
marched on the Madison County jail in one of
the first protest marches in Canton. Mount
Zion became known as the “Church of Ref-
uge”. In 1968, twelve hundred students from
Rogers High School marched because they
were outraged over the murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. A group of parents led them
to Mount Zion. Rev. Parker opened the doors
of the church to them, thus saving them from
injury by law enforcement officers waiting for
them on Hickory Street in front of High’s Fu-
neral Home.

Dr. W. L. Johnson, our twelfth and present
pastor, has served for twenty-nine years. His
words have power through the Holy Spirit.
Under Dr. Johnson’s leadership, the church
has continued its growth. For example, the
church has been air-conditioned, carpeted
throughout, a fellowship hall and recreation
center built and equipped, four parking lots
purchased and surfaced, restrooms were re-
modeled, a lounge installed, pews padded, a
new intercom system purchased, speakers in-
stalled in the pulpit and choir loft, additional
chairs purchased for the choir and seating
areas in the wings, two new copiers, a com-
puter, storage room, and a fifteen passenger
van and twenty-seven passenger bus were
also purchased. The stained glass windows
were repaired, and the pastor study was
moved upstairs.

We now have a summer recreation pro-
gram. Our membership is approximately 500
and still growing. The church is one of the
most monumental, intact, and historic re-
sources associated with the Canton African-
American Community. As a result of this, the
church was recently placed on the registry of
Historical Buildings.

Our aim is to give every God-seeking per-
son an opportunity to receive salvation. The
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church clearly reflects the importance of the
social and religious life of the African-Amer-
ican community from its birth in 1865 up to the
present. Let us resolve to make service to
Christ a priority in our lives.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mount Zion Missionary Baptist
Church.

———

A TRIBUTE TO MARIE E. THOMP-
SON, AUDREY B. LESESNE, WIL-
LIAM J. “BILLY” BARKER AND
THE STAFF OF THE SEVENTH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Marie E. Thompson, Audrey B.
Lesesne, and William J. “Billy” Barker, my
most senior staff, for their steadfast service,
longevity of commitment and passionate per-
formance in serving the constituents of the
Seventh Congressional District of North Caro-
lina.

These individuals have served faithfully with
me throughout my entire Congressional ca-
reer, and their exemplary service has truly
made a difference in the many lives which
they have impacted by their professional,
prompt, and persistent service.

Marie Thompson’s work on constituent serv-
ices is unparalleled and has inspired other
Congressional Offices to emulate her distin-
guished service.

Audrey Lesense’s mastery of multiple re-
sponsibilities, sharp insight, and valuable insti-
tutional knowledge have been greatly admired.

Billy Barker’'s practical working knowledge
and unfailing work ethic have been integral to
the respect he has earned throughout our dis-
trict by citizens everywhere.

These three individuals have proudly and
graciously given their very best in the service
of their country and our district, and | am
grateful for their work and their friendship. In-
deed, they—along with the many others who
have served in our Congressional office over
these past 18 years—have proven that team-
work and loyalty demonstrate the true dedica-
tion and determination they possess and the
devotion to the people that they have given.

May God bless them and all of our staff,
both past and present, for their strong, distin-
guished service to the people with purpose
and passion—and for which our country, the
people of our district, and | will forever be
grateful.

———

IN REMEMBRANCE OF
CONGRESSMAN HERMAN BADILLO

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
grief to honor the passing of Herman Badillo,
a great New Yorker, a great friend and a man
that worked honorably for this country. | fondly
remember walking down 116th street, the bor-
derline of Harlem and East Harlem, as we
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shared the great plans we had for our districts
and this great nation. Herman and | were part
of the 1970 Congressional freshman class.
Herman was also the man who gave Percy
Sutton, David Dinkins, Basil Paterson, and me
the special label: the Gang of Four. He was
always driven and persistent, called himself
“the first Puerto Rican everything,” and won
the respect for being a fighter. Congressman
Herman Badillo will be truly missed.

My friend, Herman Badillo, will always be
remembered as America’s first Puerto Rican-
born Congressman and a fixture in New York
City politics for four decades, championing
civil rights, jobs, housing and educational re-
forms. Born in Caguas, P.R., on Aug. 21,
1929, Herman was the only child of Francisco
and Carmen Rivera Badillo. Upon moving to
the continental United States, he learned
English and was an excellent student at
Haaren High School in Manhattan. Being a
hard worker since a young age, he labored as
a dishwasher, bowling pinsetter, and account-
ant and graduated with high honors from City
College in 1951. Herman went on to graduate
from Brooklyn Law School as valedictorian in
1954, then settled into law practice in New
York. Badillo served his community as a public
servant on many fronts. Besides his election
to four terms in Congress, he was a city com-
missioner, the Bronx borough president, a
deputy to Mayor Edward I. Koch, a counsel to
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, a candidate for
state and city comptroller, and for many years
a trustee and then board chairman of the City
University of New York.

| was honored to serve with Herman during
his seven years in Congress in the 1970s,
when he pushed urban renewal, antipoverty
programs, voting rights and bilingual edu-
cation. Herman has been a treasure to the
people of our community as well as a true tes-
tament to the American Dream. Herman
Badillo will forever remain in our hearts.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE EDEN
PRAIRIE HIGH SCHOOL FOOT-
BALL TEAM

HON. ERIK PAULSEN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
commend the Eden Prairie High School Foot-
ball Team on winning the Minnesota State
Championship.

The Eagles capped off an undefeated 13-0
season with a hard-fought victory over Totino-
Grace in which they trailed at halftime by 14
points. Senior running back Will Rains led the
way with 230 yards rushing and 3 Touch-
downs, but the victory by Mike Grant’s unit
was a complete team effort.

With their backs against the wall, the Eagles
dug deep to claw their way back and win their
fourth consecutive big school title.

Football is a unique sport in that every play
requires 11 teammates working in unison to
be successful. It takes perfect execution com-
bined with skill and of course, a large amount
of toughness to make a deep play-off run and
win a title.

Eden Prairie’s commitment to excelling on
the gridiron is even more noteworthy when
combined with the requirements of a student-
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athlete. Maintaining commitments in the class-
room, with their families, and fitting in a social
life is not easy for a group of teenagers—but
these young men were able rise to the occa-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to once again congratu-
late the Eden Prairie Eagles for bringing home
the state title!

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,993,213,058,619.35. We've
added $7,366,336,009,706.27 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $7.3 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———

HONORING HEAVENLY ANGELS
DAYCARE CENTER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the Heavenly Angels
Daycare Center.

The Heavenly Angels Daycare Center
opened on August 8, 2006 with Mrs. Emma
Bell as owner and director, in Port Gibson,
Claiborne County, Mississippi on Church St.

Mrs. Bell loves children and started Heav-
enly Angels Daycare Center with 8 enrolled
from 6 months to 3 years old. She also had
an After School Program with 6 children up to
12 years old.

Through the years, the Heavenly Angels
Daycare Center has grown and in 2008 a Pre-
K Center was included to better equip children
who started in the center to be able to suc-
cessfully start 1st grade.

Heavenly Angels Daycare Center has been
progressing for 8 years with a current full ca-
pacity of 87 children, who are enjoying the
process of learning and the After School Pro-
gram has 27 children.

Mrs. Bell, because of her hard and diligent
work at Heavenly Angels Daycare Center has
received a trophy honoring her as Business-
woman of the Year.

Mrs. Bell has been married for 25 years to
a husband that loves and supports her. They
have 5 children: 4 boys and 1 daughter, Jan-
ice, who has worked with Heavenly Angels
Daycare Center since its opening and grad-
uated from Jackson State University with a
Business Degree.

Heavenly Angels Daycare Center's slogan
is: To look, listen and learn and every child
succeeds. Mrs. Bell stated that “When they
come through our doors, we make sure that
they get the learning that they need. They all
are smart children.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Heavenly Angels Daycare
Center for caring and educating children.
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HON. BEN RAY LUJAN

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Dave
Cuellar of Veterans Helping Veterans for his
outstanding volunteer work with New Mexican
veterans.

A Vietnam veteran himself, Mr. Cuellar had
a distinguished career as a Gallup police offi-
cer after serving his country in the Army. Be-
fore retiring as a police lieutenant, he helped
to protect and serve Gallup for over 22 years.
In 2003, Mr. Cuellar was inspired to help start
Veterans Helping Veterans, an organization
dedicated to providing informational and social
support for veterans in the Gallup area. The
group provides critical help to veterans navi-
gating the Veteran Administration’s benefit and
healthcare systems. More importantly, Mr.
Cuellar has created an open and welcoming
network run by veterans for veterans. His
group is all inclusive, working with veterans
young and old, from all backgrounds and all
branches of the military to create a voice for
all veterans.

Words alone cannot express our full appre-
ciation and gratitude for the service of our vet-
erans, and the deeds of volunteers like Mr.
Cuellar help make a difference in the lives of
our veterans who often face many challenges
when they return home from active duty. Vet-
erans Helping Veterans is a great example of
a remarkable volunteer organization that is
having a positive impact in the community. |
thank Dave Cuellar for both his service and for
his work with Veterans Helping Veterans.

HONORING CHAIRWOMAN FUDGE
HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
congratulate Congresswoman MARCIA FUDGE
on her extraordinary leadership as the Chair of
the Congressional Black Caucus.

With conviction and passion, she defended
the change we have all worked so diligently to
achieve since the CBC was founded in 1971.

Throughout her career in Congress,
MARCIA’s passion for the advancement of the
least among us, regardless of race, color or
creed, has served her constituents in Cleve-
land well. This tireless advocacy made her an
excellent choice for the CBC chair.

During her tenure, she was fearless in pro-
moting the goals of the CBC and advancing
our fight to confront critical issues that are
confronted by the communities we represent.

Her staff certainly impressed us with their
unparalleled work ethic, enthusiasm, responsi-
bility and flexibility to meet the needs of so
many Members. They demonstrated great ap-
titude in communicating urgent matters to us
in a timely and effective manner.

The Chairwoman was unwavering in her
strength as she gracefully tackled the harsh
political battles we were confronted during this
Congress.

She has left a huge imprint in the CBC and
will be missed by all of us who have come to
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