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streamlining deportation proceedings, and 
overwhelming, rather than strengthening, 
our immigration courts? 

My country owes a great deal to the hun-
dreds of thousands of Salvadorans who have 
made the United States their home. They are 
great assets to our local communities, work-
ing hard, opening small businesses, investing 
in their neighborhoods, and all the while 
continuing to invest in their families and 
former communities here in El Salvador. It 
reminds me a lot of my own Irish-Polish im-
migrant heritage. 

I learned a great deal about El Salvador 
from refugees in 1983 who told my former 
boss, Congressman Joe Moakley, their sto-
ries. I believe that Salvadoran children and 
families telling similar stories about why 
they are trying to escape gang violence and 
criminal networks can make a difference 
today. Policymakers need to understand this 
reality. It also requires a commitment to in-
vest in new policies, new ideas, new ap-
proaches—both here in El Salvador and in 
the United States. 

When we deal with criminal and gang vio-
lence in the United States, we know we need 
to deal with education, social services and 
prevention programs, and with jobs and op-
portunities for young people. I don’t know 
why anyone believes it’s any different here. 

The Government of El Salvador has made 
great progress. When I first traveled to El 
Salvador, the FMLN was in the mountains, 
settling differences through the barrel of a 
gun. Today, the Salvadoran people have just 
elected its second president from the FMLN 
political party. Peace has made a tremen-
dous difference. The Salvadoran people’s 
commitment to peace has made a tremen-
dous difference. And today, political disputes 
are settled in the political and public arena. 

I am grateful to be able to honor the lives 
of the Jesuit martyrs, and to know that 
their memory and their example continue to 
influence so many people, even now, 25 years 
after their murders. 

I am also proud that we will be presenting 
later today a gift from the Moakley Founda-
tion in Massachusetts for the UCA. I still be-
lieve that one of the best investments we can 
make in El Salvador is to support this uni-
versity. Future leaders of El Salvador are 
being educated here today—maybe one of 
you sitting in the audience will be president 
of El Salvador one day, or a financial leader, 
or a teacher whose students will change the 
world, or a social worker who will work with 
communities and design the model that lifts 
thousands of Salvadorans out of poverty and 
into a dignified life. It is all possible, here at 
the UCA. 

Education is the great liberator. The his-
tory of the UCA—and the lives and work of 
the Jesuit community—have long stood for 
an engaged and educated society, able to 
transform itself for the good of all people. 
This is why universities throughout Central 
America and around the world have created 
partnerships with the UCA. The UCA is the 
place where new ideas, new visions, and new 
leadership come to be nurtured and to flour-
ish. And the UCA has always been where the 
voices of the poor were amplified—not just 
during the war, but in the hard work of ad-
vancing and consolidating the peace. 

We all know there is no quick fix to the 
problems facing El Salvador. But many of 
the solutions to those problems are ones that 
the Jesuits and the UCA have advocated for 
as long as I can remember. All people deserve 
to be treated with dignity. Investing in the 
poor means listening to those who live in 
marginal communities and letting them de-
cide how best to address the many problems 
that affect their daily lives. Certainly, con-
fronting violent gangs and criminal net-
works requires strong police and judicial sys-

tems. But it also requires that those institu-
tions be free of corruption, transparent, re-
spectful of basic human rights, able to carry 
out their duties at a decent living wage, and 
in harmony with the communities that rely 
on their protection. 

The good news is that there are solutions, 
and we basically know what they are. I be-
lieve with the commitment to act and press 
policymakers to do the right thing for the 
majority of Salvadorans, especially the poor, 
we can all make a difference. And I rely on 
the UCA and the Jesuits in El Salvador and 
the United States to remain committed and 
engaged, and to help show us the way. 

In 1982, in a speech at Santa Clara Univer-
sity, Father Ellacurı́a spoke eloquently 
about the role of the university. He began by 
saying: 

‘‘Our historical reality—the reality of El 
Salvador, the reality of the Third World, 
that is, the reality of the larger part of the 
world and the most universal—is character-
ized fundamentally by the dominance of 
falsehood over truth, of injustice over jus-
tice, of oppression over liberty, of scarcity 
over abundance, in short of evil over 
good. . .’’ 

He then went on to describe the role of the 
university this way: 

‘‘We ask ourselves what to do with the Uni-
versity. And we answer, above all, from the 
ethical point of view: transform it, do what 
is possible so that good wins over evil, lib-
erty over oppression, justice over injustice, 
truth over falsehood and love over hate. . . 

‘‘A Christian university must take into ac-
count the gospel preference for the poor. 
This does not mean that only the poor study 
at the university; it does not mean that the 
university should abdicate its mission of 
academic excellence—excellence needed to 
solve complex social problems. It does mean 
that the university should be present intel-
lectually where it is needed: to provide 
science for those who have no science; to 
provide skills for the unskilled; to be a voice 
for those who have no voice; to give intellec-
tual support for those who do not possess the 
academic qualifications to promote and le-
gitimize their truth and their rights. 

I do not mean to be presumptuous by 
quoting Fr. Ellacurı́a to all of you who work 
and study at the UCA, but for me, those 
words resonate as strongly today as they did 
three decades ago. How can we look at the 
agony and desperation of so many Salva-
dorans and Central Americans and not feel 
called upon to respond generously and in sol-
idarity with them, their families and their 
communities? I strongly believe—and it is 
one of the most important legacies of the 
Jesuit martyrs—that we are here to help the 
least among us. For me, this is the most im-
portant mission—for governments, for 
churches, for universities, for all of us. As 
Professor Emeritus Dave O’Brien, at the Col-
lege of the Holy Cross, a Jesuit college in my 
home town of Worcester, wrote earlier this 
week, the challenge for all of us is in ‘‘cre-
ating the next chapter.’’ 

When I think of the lives and the deaths of 
those who we honor and who bring us to-
gether for this reflection, I believe that if 
they were still here with us, experiencing El 
Salvador’s current reality, they would be 
calling us to the same commitment, built on 
the same ideals. 

These eight individuals—six priests, two 
women—they died for a reason. What they 
stood for is very powerful. As long as I live 
I will be inspired by their words and by their 
example. 

It is a powerful legacy. Let us build upon 
it together. Let us create the next chapter. 
Thank you. 

HONORING JACKSON REXFORD 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jackson Rexford. 
Jackson is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 206, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jackson has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jackson has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jack-
son has led his troop as the Patrol Leader and 
also became a Brave in the Tribe of Mic-O- 
Say and a Brotherhood Member of the Order 
of the Arrow. Jackson has also contributed to 
his community through his Eagle Scout 
project. Jackson constructed four raised plant-
ers for Susquehanna Baptist Church in Inde-
pendence, Missouri. All of the food produced 
in these planters will be provided to the 
church’s food pantry. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in com-
mending Jackson Rexford for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT OF 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 4, 2014 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act provides crit-
ical authorities for our men and women in uni-
form. It provides for their pay, addresses 
issues of mental health and suicide, protects 
victims of sexual assault and ensures they are 
well equipped and trained to conduct the mis-
sions that the country asks of them. I am 
proud that my colleagues on the Armed Serv-
ices Committee and in the House could come 
to bipartisan agreement on this legislation to 
ensure that our Armed Forces remain the best 
in the world. It is not perfect, but this year’s 
NDAA is an example of how we can work to-
gether to keep the American people safe, 
save tax payer dollars and make sure our men 
and women in uniform get the support they 
deserve. 

However, I remain concerned about the pro-
vision included in the NDAA to provide for au-
thorization through 2016 for the equipping and 
training of Syrian rebels. 

There still remain too many questions about 
the long term implications of arming and 
equipping rebel forces and how this action fits 
into our broader strategy of destroying ISIS. I 
believe, without a detailed discussion on what 
supporting the Syrian rebels entails, that this 
kind of authorization will lead to a much longer 
and costly level of engagement. Congress has 
failed to properly discuss and weigh the long 
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term consequences of this military action. As 
a Member of Congress, it is my responsibility 
to make sure we don’t commit resources, the 
most precious of which are our men and 
women in uniform, with no comprehensive 
plan for our involvement. Congress needs to 
debate and develop a new Authorization for 
the Use of Military Force (AUMF) before au-
thorizing one piece of that strategy that will in-
evitably lead to further involvement across 
multiple national borders. 

f 

PREVENTING EXECUTIVE OVER-
REACH ON IMMIGRATION ACT OF 
2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 4, 2014 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in opposition to H.R. 5759, the so-called ‘‘Ex-
ecutive Amnesty Prevention Act of 2014.’’ 

This bill is nothing more than a political 
stunt by my colleagues across the aisle. It 
seeks to restrict the President from using his 
executive authority—much in the same way 
that President Reagan and President George 
H.W. Bush have done before him—to further 
secure the border and prioritize deporting fel-
ons over families. In fact, over the last 50 
years, every President has used executive au-
thority to take action on immigration, including 
six Republican Presidents. 

This bill would not only be limited to the 
President’s most recent use of executive au-
thority but would also prevent the Administra-
tion from granting deferred action to Dreamers 
who are currently eligible for DACA (Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals) but have not yet 
received it. This would effectively end the 
DACA program—which has already provided 
temporary protection for 700,000 individuals 
who were brought to the United States as chil-
dren—and would subject hundreds of thou-
sands Dreamers to deportation. This legisla-
tion is so broad that the Administration would 
not even be able to grant deferred action from 
deportation to family members of U.S. Military 
troops. 

Most importantly, this bill does nothing to 
address our broken immigration system. It has 
been more than 520 days since the Senate 
passed a bipartisan comprehensive immigra-
tion reform bill yet Speaker BOEHNER has re-
fused to let us vote on this legislation. Mr. 
Speaker, let the People’s House vote on this 
important measure and let democracy work its 
will. Why is this House so afraid of a little de-
mocracy? 

f 

HEAR WHAT I HEAR: THANKING 
THE ARMED FORCES AND THEIR 
FAMILIES THIS CHRISTMAS 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
our Armed Forces and their families, on this 
Christmas and holiday season of giving. Their 
gifts to our Nation are of the greatest. Let’s 

keep them in our prayers this Christmas and 
holiday season. I submit this poem penned in 
their honor by Albert Carey Caswell. 

HEAR WHAT I HEAR 

Pray for peace, people everywhere 
Listen to what I say I say 
The child, the child, sleeping in the night 
he will bring us goodness and light 
he will bring us goodness and light 
Do you hear what I hear, 
I hear 
This Christmas our troops are coming home, 
to their loved ones where they belong 
To be near. 
To be near 
Do you hear what I hear 
I hear 
All those most poignant tears, 
of all those who’ve lost their loved ones so 

very dear 
So dear 
Who will be alone year after year 
After year 
Never again to be near 
To be near 
All of those little boys and girls, 
who’ve lost all their best friends in the world 
In the world 
Do you see what I see 
I see 
All those amputees, 
who gave all their strong arms and legs, 
as for you and me what they gave 
What they gave 
And all those physical therapists who inspire 

these 
To dig in deep 
Dig in deep 
Do you see what I see 
All those selfless ones, 
whose eyesight is now gone, 
all for the price of freedom they paid 
They paid 
Do you know what I know 
I know 
How inside them all so grows, 
the scars of war upon them so 
PTS something on that outside which 

doesn’t show 
Do you know what I know 
Our Armed Forces, 
are our most brilliant of all souls 
Whose hearts are made of gold, 
and their families so 
And their families so 
Let us bring them silver and gold 
Silver and gold 
All in our hearts that we hold, 
that we hold 
Do you know what I know 
All those doctors and nurses so, 
who from death have so stole 
So stole 
Giving all those families hope 
Giving them peace and such hope 
As all across America in hospitals their dedi-

cation shows 
Shows 
Do you see what I see 
I see 
On this Christmas Eve, 
how much we owe to all of these 
How great they are so all indeed 
With a voice as big as the sea 
as big as the sea 
Found in all their deeds 
In this season, 
of the birth of the Prince of Peace, 
please please remember him and all of these 
Because they too bring us goodness and 

light, 
they bring us goodness and light 

By: Albert Caswell. 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN TOM 
LATHAM ON HIS RETIREMENT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 8, 2014 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to a dear friend and 
colleague upon his retirement from the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

I have had the honor and pleasure of serv-
ing with Congressman TOM LATHAM on the 
House Appropriations Committee since 1997. 
TOM has served on a number of subcommit-
tees, lending his expertise on energy, agri-
culture and homeland security policy over the 
years, and most recently serving as the Chair-
man of the Subcommittee on Transportation, 
Housing and Urban Development. 

Not only is he an exceedingly capable legis-
lator who has demonstrated, time and again, 
his commitment to fiscal responsibility, but it is 
immediately obvious to anyone who meets 
him that he is 100% committed to his constitu-
ents in Iowa. 

It is apparent that his Iowa values—hard 
work, community service, dedication to fam-
ily—have colored his work here in the U.S. 
Congress. TOM is a thoughtful, natural born 
leader whose commitment to our country and 
his constituents comes through in every meet-
ing, committee hearing and markup he at-
tends. He isn’t afraid to put his head down 
and do the difficult work demanded by this in-
stitution. 

The two of us have made some great 
memories throughout his two decades of serv-
ice, and my time in Congress has been greatly 
enhanced with TOM as a partner and friend. 
While all of us in the House of Representa-
tives will miss his intellect and friendship, I ask 
you to join me in wishing TOM, his wife Kathy, 
their children and grandchildren all the best in 
his retirement. Thank you, TOM, for your serv-
ice. 

f 

JAMES L. OBERSTAR MEMORIAL 
HIGHWAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 8, 2014 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of House Resolution 4926, to des-
ignate a segment of Interstate Route 35 in the 
State of Minnesota as the ‘‘James L. Oberstar 
Memorial Highway.’’ This legislation would 
designate the segment of Interstate Route 35 
between milepost 133 at Forest Lake, Min-
nesota, and milepost 259 at Duluth, Min-
nesota, as the ‘‘James L. Oberstar Memorial 
Highway.’’ 

Renaming these highways is a good way to 
memorialize Congressman Oberstar’s con-
tributions to Minnesota and our country. Born 
to an underground miner from Chisholm, Min-
nesota, Jim Oberstar served as a representa-
tive for the state of Minnesota for 36 years, to-
taling 18 terms from 1975 to 2011. He is the 
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